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(57) ABSTRACT 

Acell activity assay apparatus (“CAAA”) and method using 
electromagnetic radiation detection beams to measure the 
cell activity, e.g., chemotactic response, includes an opaque 
membrane having a plurality of off-axis pores Which prevent 
experimentally signi?cant amounts of the electromagnetic 
radiation from traversing the membrane. The membrane is 
fabricated from opaque ?lms that have been either ablated 
With substantially off axis excimer laser electromagnetic 
radiation to form pores, or bombarded by substantially 
off-axis charged particles and then etched to form pores. 
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CELL ACTIVITY ASSAY APPARATUS AND 
METHODS FOR MAKING AND USING SAME 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to methods and appa 
ratus for cell activity assay (CAA) investigation of chemo 
taXis, migration, invasion, angiogenesis, growth, prolifera 
tion, differentiation, or interaction of cells in response to 
various chemical environments. 

[0003] 2. Background of the Invention 

[0004] ChemotaXis is the directional movement (migra 
tion) of biological cells or organisms in response to con 
centration gradients of chemicals. Invasion is the movement 
(migration) of cells into or through a barrier. Tumor invasion 
is such action initiated by cancer cells into or through 
biological tissue in vivo, or, into or through eXtra cellular 
matriX proteins, e.g., collagen or matrigel, into or through 
barriers made of other substances, in vitro. Angiogenesis is 
the migration and formation of capillary blood vessels by 
endothelial cells. GroWth is the increase in the siZe, form, or 
complexity of cells. Proliferation is groWth of cells by cell 
division. Differentiation is the process by Which cells change 
from a less specialiZed to a more specialiZed state usually 
associated With different functional roles and the eXpression 
of neW and different traits. Interaction of cells is the alter 
ation of cell behavior such as movement, invasion, angio 
genesis, groWth, proliferation, or differentiation in response 
to the presence and action of nearby cells of the same or 
different type. These activities and similar activities are 
referred to herein collectively as “cell activity,” and the 
apparatus employed to do the assays is referred to herein as 
“cell activity assay apparatus.” 

[0005] One kind of single-site conventional cell activity 
assay apparatus referred to variously in the literature as 
“chemotaXis chambers,”“Boyden chambers,”“Boyden 
chemotaXis chambers,”“blind Well chambers,” or “micro 
chemotaXis chambers,” comprises tWo compartments sepa 
rated by a membrane, With one or both of the compartments 
open to air. Multi-site apparatus are referred to as “multi 
Well chemotaXis chambers,” or “multi-Well Boyden cham 
bers,” and have the same basic site structure but have 
multiple sites. (See US. Pat. Nos. 5,210,021 and 5,302,515) 
Assays employing this kind of apparatus pipette cells sus 
pended in media into the upper compartments, and pipette 
chemotactic factors and controls into the bottom compart 
ments. The chemotactic factors can be used in various 
dilutions to get a dose-response curve. The controls are 
generally of three kinds: (a) negative, When the same media 
that is used to suspend the cells is also used beloW the 
membrane, (b) chemokinetic, When a chemotactic factor is 
placed at the same concentration in the media With the cells 
and in the Well on the opposite side of the membrane, and 
(c) positive, When a knoWn chemoattractant is placed in the 
bottom Wells. Chemokinetic controls alloW the user to 
distinguish heightened random activity of the cells, due to 
contact With the chemotactic factor, from directional 
response in a concentration gradient of that chemotactic 
factor. 

[0006] Cell activity assay apparatus can also be used to 
measure the response of cells of different origins—e.g., 
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immune cells obtained from patients suffering from dis 
eases—to a chemotactic factor of knoWn chemotactic activ 
ity. In this case the cells in question are interrogated by both 
a negative control and a knoWn chemotactic factor to see if 
the differential response is depressed or normal. 

[0007] Chemotactic activity is measured by establishing a 
stable concentration gradient in the cell activity assay appa 
ratus; incubating it for a predetermined time; and then 
counting the cells that have migrated through the membrane 
(or into the membrane). A comparison is then made betWeen 
the activity of the cells in a concentration gradient of the 
chemotactic factor being tested, and the activity of the cells 
in the absence of the concentration gradient. 

[0008] In one type of cell activity assay apparatus and 
method, the chemotactic response is measured by physically 
counting the number of cells on the membrane surface 
closest to the chamber containing the chemical agent. An 
eXample of this type of cell activity assay apparatus is 
described in US. Pat. No. 5,210,021 (GoodWin, Jr.), Which 
is hereby incorporated by reference. One prior art method of 
obtaining quantitative data is to remove the membrane from 
the cell activity assay apparatus, remove the cells from the 
membrane surface closest to the chamber containing the 
original cell suspension, ?X and stain the remaining cells, 
and then observe and count the stained cells under a micro 
scope. Because of the time and eXpense associated With 
examining the entire membrane, only representative areas of 
the membrane are counted, rendering results less accurate 
than Would otherWise be the case if the entire membrane 
Were eXamined and counted. 

[0009] Cell activity assays using a disposable ninety-six 
Well microplate format, for eXample the ChemoTXTM Sys 
tem (available from Neuro Probe, Inc., Gaithersburg, Md.), 
is amenable to different methods of quanti?cation of results. 
The manual staining and counting method described above 
can be used, but is not recommended due to the time 
involved. Apreferred method is to centrifuge the microplate 
With ?lter attached, such that, the cells that have migrated 
through the ?lter are deposited onto the bottom of the loWer 
Wells. The cells are then stained With MTT, MTS (available 
from Promega, Madison, Wis.), or similar dye, and then read 
in a standard automated laboratory densitometric reader 
(sometimes referred to as an Elisa plate reader). 

[0010] Another method of obtaining quantitative data With 
this apparatus is to dye the cells With a ?uorescent material, 
e.g., CalceinAM (available from Molecular Probes, Eugene, 
Oreg.); centrifuge the migrated cells into the microplate, and 
count cells With an automatic ?uorescence plate reader (e. g., 
Cyto?uor available from PE Biosystems, Foster City, Calif., 
Victor2 available from EG&G Wallac, Gaithersburg, Md., or 
fmaX available from Molecular Devices, Sunnyvale, Calif.). 
The automatic plate reader eXcites the ?uorescent dye in the 
migrated cells With one Wavelength of light and reads the 
light emitted at a second Wavelength. Alternatively, the cells 
that have not migrated are removed from the top of each site, 
and the plate With framed membrane attached is read in the 
automatic ?uorescent plate reader Without spinning the cells 
into the plate, thereby counting the cells that have fallen off 
the ?lter into the loWer Well as Well as those on the bottom 
of the membrane and in the pores of the membrane. 

[0011] In another type of chemotaXis apparatus, illustrated 
by US. Pat. No. 5,601,997 (Tchao), the chemotactic 
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response is also measured by labeling the cells With a 
?uorescent dye, as above. HoWever, in Tchao the membrane 
is made of ?lm opaque to the excitation and emission 
Wavelengths of the ?uorescent dye so that the cells on one 
side of the membrane can be counted Without removing the 
cells from the opposite side. Tchao’s method is an example 
of a kinetic assay. In such assays, the side of the membrane 
toWard Which the cells are migrating is illuminated With the 
excitation Wavelength of the dye, and the cells on that side 
are periodically counted by measuring the intensity of light 
emitted in the emission Wavelength. This gives the 
researcher data on the rate at Which cells are moving through 
the membrane. The membrane must be opaque because the 
researcher cannot remove the cells from the side from Which 
they originated Without ending the assay, Which makes a 
kinetic study impossible. 

DEFINITIONS & ABBREVIATIONS 

Abbreviations 

[0012] 1. “Electromagnetic radiation” is herein 
abbreviated to “ER.” 

[0013] 2. “Pore diameter” is herein abbreviated to 
“pd'17 

[0014] 3. “Membrane thickness” is herein abbrevi 
ated to “mt.” 

[0015] 4. “Radius of curvature” is herein abbreviated 
to “rc.” 

[0016] 5. “High throughput screening” is herein 
abbreviated to “HTS.” 

[0017] 6. “Cell-based high throughput screening” is 
herein abbreviated to “CBHTS.” 

[0018] 7. “Nanometer” is herein abbreviated to “nm.” 

[0019] 8. “microliters” is herein abbreviated to “pl.” 

[0020] 9. “micrograms” is herein abbreviated to 
1, 

[0021] 10. “Coef?cient of variation” is herein abbre 
viated to “CV.” 

[0022] 11. “Cell activity assay apparatus” is herein 
abbreviated to “CAAA” 

[0023] 12. “tcc” herein abbreviates “total count of 
cells” introduced at a site. 

[0024] 13. “U1” herein abbreviates the quantity of 
light emitted from the upper volume of a site of a 
CAAA at the start of an assay. This is proportional to 
tcc. 

[0025] 14. “L1” herein abbreviates the quantity of 
light emitted from the loWer volume of a site of a 
CAAA at the start of an assay, knoWn as the back 
ground. 

[0026] 15. “U2” herein abbreviates the quantity of 
light emitted from the upper volume of a site of a 
CAAA at the end of an assay. 

[0027] 16. “L2” herein abbreviates the quantity of 
light emitted from the loWer volume of a site of a 
CAAA at the end of an assay. 
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[0028] 17. “CL2” herein abbreviates the quantity of 
light emitted from the loWer volume of a site of a 
CAAA, L2, by subtracting the background L1. 

[0029] 18. “cmc” herein abbreviates “completely 
migrated cells” Which is proportional to CLZ. 

[0030] 19. “cmc%” herein abbreviates percent of cmc 
With respect to the total cells introduced at that site, 
that is cmc/tcc. 

[0031] 20. “pmc” herein abbreviates “partially 
migrated cells” Which is proportional to U1—(CL2+ 
U2). 

[0032] 21. “pmc%” herein abbreviates percent of 
cells that partially migrated With respect to the total 
cells introduced at that site, that is pmc/tcc. 

[0033] 22. “mc” herein abbreviates “migrated cells” 
Which equals cmc+pmc. 

[0034] 23. “mc%” herein abbreviates percent of mc, 
that is mc/tcc. 

De?nitions 

[0035] 1. “chamber,”“Well” or “volume,” as used 
herein With respect to CAAA means the three-di 
mensional area of the CAAA for holding ?uid 
samples. 

[0036] 2. “off-axis,” as used herein With respect to 
pores in membranes, means pores that are incident to 
the membranes, When held ?at, With an angle of 
incidence greater than 0° and less than 90°. 

[0037] 3. “Strictly normal,” as used herein With 
respect to a beam of ER and a ?at surface, means the 
entire beam of ER is perpendicular to that surface. 

[0038] 4. “[3-normal,” as used herein With respect to 
ER and a ?at surface, means a beam of ER some of 
Which is strictly normal to that surface, and the 
remainder of Which is incident Within a range of 
angles Where [3 is the largest such angle and [3<90 
degrees. In other Words, a [3-normal beam of ER With 
respect to a surface is a cone of light having [3 as the 
largest angle of incidence as shoWn in FIG. 2. 

[0039] 5. “Substantially normal,” as used herein With 
respect to ER and a ?at surface, means that the ER 
is [3-normal to said surface and [3 is less than 15°. 
(This is in recognition that most detection and quan 
ti?cation systems employed in cell activity assays 
have detection beams Where [3 is less than 15°.) 

[0040] 6. “Detection beam,” as used herein With 
respect to ER, means the ER of an automated reader 
or detection and quanti?cation system directed at the 
sites of the apparatus Within a speci?ed cone, from a 
speci?ed distance and from a speci?ed aperture. 

[0041] 7. “[3-normal detection beam,” as used herein, 
means a detection beam using [3-normal ER. 

[0042] 8. “Ideal opaque,” as used herein With respect 
to a ?lm, means ?lm that stops or blocks all ER. 

[0043] 9. “R-opaque,” as used herein With respect to 
?lm or membrane, means a ?lm or membrane that 
stops ER in the Wavelength range R, Where R is 
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speci?ed by a pair of numbers in brackets Which 
delimits a range of ER Wavelengths expressed in 
nanometers. 

[0044] 10. “R-opaque @P%,” as used herein With 
respect to ?lm or membrane, means ?lm or mem 
brane that stops greater than P% of ER in range R, 
Where P is a decimal number betWeen 0 and 100 and 
represents the percent of ER that is blocked. For 
example, one ?lm used in embodiments of this 
invention blocks more than 99.0% of ER in the 
Wavelength range betWeen 400 and 580 nanometers. 
The same ?lm blocks 99.9% in the ER ranges 
betWeen 480 and 490, and betWeen 510 and 540 
nanometers. This ?lm is herein referred to as “[400 
580]-opaque @99.0%” and “[480-490]-opaque 
@99.9%” and “[510-540]-opaque @99.9%.” 

[0045] 11. “Ideal-opaque,” as used herein With 
respect to membranes, means membranes such that 
(a) the ?lm from Which such membranes are made is 
ideal opaque, (b) the pores of such membranes are 
straight and parallel, and (c) said pores are posi 
tioned or angled such that When the membranes are 
?at, strictly normal ER cannot pass straight through 
the pores. 

[0046] 12. “[3-normal-opaque,” as used herein With 
respect to a membranes, means membranes such that 
no a-normal ER can pass straight through any pore. 

[0047] 13. “Substantially opaque,” as used herein 
With respect to membranes, means membranes such 
that no substantially normal ER can pass straight 
through their pores. 

[0048] 14. “Geometrically R-opaque @P%,” as used 
herein With respect to membranes, means mem 
branes that are (a) made of ?lm that is R-opaque 
@P%, and (b) no strictly normal ER passes straight 
through any pore of the membrane. As shoWn in 
FIG. 1, the least angle of incidence 0t of the off-axis 
pores of such a membrane must satisfy the folloWing 
equation: 

[0049] 15. “[3-normal R-opaque @P%,” as used 
herein With respect to membranes, means (a) the ?lm 
of the membrane is R-opaque @P%, and (b), no 
[3-normal ER passes straight through any pore. As 
shoWn in FIG. 2, the least angle of incidence 0t of the 
off-axis pores of such a membrane must satisfy the 
folloWing equation: 

[0050] 16. “Substantially R-opaque @P%,” as used 
herein With respect to membranes, means mem 
branes that are (a) made of R-opaque ?lm @P%, and 
(b) alloW no substantially normal ER to pass straight 
through any pore. Thus the least angle of incidence 
0t of the off-axis pores of such a membrane must 
satisfy equation (2), above, for [3<15°. 

[0051] 17. “Substantially perpendicular,” as used 
herein With respect to pores in membranes, means 
pores that are incident to the membranes, When held 
?at, With an angle of incidence less than 15°. 
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[0052] Note that membranes that are R-opaque @P% are 
not necessarily substantially R-opaque @P%, [3-normal 
R-opaque @P%, or geometrically R-opaque @P%, since 
they may have perpendicular pores Which alloW substan 
tially normal light to pass straight through them. Note that 
a membrane suitable for cell activity assays Will preferably 
have P greater than 99.0%, and the pore diameter Will be 
greater than 3 microns so that the open area of the membrane 
formed by the pores Will be larger than 2% of the membrane. 
More speci?cally, membranes for these applications cannot 
be R-opaque at 99% if the pores are substantially perpen 
dicular because ER substantially perpendicular to the sur 
face Will pass straight through the pores. If, on the other 
hand, the pores are suf?ciently off-axis, and all other aspects 
remain the same, the membrane can be substantially 
R-opaque @P%, [3-normal R-opaque @P%, and geometri 
cally R-opaque @P% 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0053] The present invention provides CAAA employing 
membranes and methods for using the CAAA for HTS, 
CBHTS, and cell based screening, as Well as basic research 
in cell activity. In particular the present invention is a CAAA 
using a class of membranes that are substantially R-opaque 
@P%. The present invention also includes the membranes 
used in the CAAA and methods for their fabrication. 

[0054] Because the membranes of this invention are sub 
stantially R-opaque @P% to the ER Wavelengths of the 
instruments used for detection and quanti?cation With 
CAAA, detection and counting of cells from one side of the 
membrane Will not be in?uenced by cells on the opposite 
side of the membrane or by simultaneous or by subsequent 
detection and counting of cells on the other side of the 
membrane. This yields more accurate results than can be 
obtained With prior art methods. In particular, this alloWs the 
use of a method of detection and quanti?cation that elimi 
nates the errors due to both the volumetric inaccuracies of 
pipetting and the variations in the distribution of cells in the 
media in Which the cells are suspended. This loWers the CV 
of the assays such that they are appropriate for HTS and 
CBHTS in drug discovery and development. 

[0055] Tchao’s membrane is made of ?lm opaque to the 
Wavelengths of excitation and emission of some ?uorescent 
dyes. That is, the Tchao membrane is R-opaque @P%, 
Where R is the range of Wavelengths used by the detection 
and quanti?cation system, and P is the percent of light 
blocked. The Tchao membrane, hoWever, is speci?cally 
required to have substantially perpendicular transverse 
pores. It is therefore neither a “geometrically R-opaque 
@P%” membrane, nor a “[3-normal R-opaque @P%” mem 
brane, Where “[3” is the largest angle of incidence of light in 
the detection beam, and “R” is a range of Wavelengths of 
light. It is therefore not a “substantially R-opaque @P%” 
membrane. ER from detection beams of standard detectors 
Will pass straight through the pores since they are substan 
tially perpendicular. Therefore, With membranes commonly 
used for cell activity assays Which have betWeen 5% and 
15% open area (the total area of the pores), the amount of 
light passing through the pores of the membrane is signi? 
cant. The transmission of Wavelengths normal to the surface 
of the membrane from the excitation beam Will pass through 
substantially perpendicular pores, and cells on the opposite 
side of the membrane from the detection beam Will be 
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counted if they are over a pore. In other Words, light that is 
[3-normal Where [3 is less than 15° Will cross the membrane, 
excite cells that are over pores Which Will emit light and be 
counted (since that light Will pass back through the substan 
tially perpendicular pores). Thus cells that have not migrated 
through the membrane Will be stimulated to emit ER and 
Will be counted, reducing the accuracy of the results. For 
kinetic assays, this is not a problem for tWo reasons. First, 
the membrane’s open area is only betWeen 5% and 15%, and 
the number of cells that are used for an assay can be set so 
that they cover only 10% of the membrane. This reduces the 
number of a cells starting out over pores. Secondly, in a 
kinetic study, the important parameter is the rate of change, 
and the fact that cells on the origination side of the mem 
brane are counted When they are over pores means only that 
the detector Will count them much earlier than it Would With 
an opaque membrane made out of the same ?lm With pores 
that are off aXis so that the excitation beam cannot pass 
directly through them. On the other hand, for assays that 
measure more than just kinetics or do not measure kinetics, 
and Where the method involves counting all the cells on both 
sides of the membrane at different points in the assay, as in 
the methods described beloW, having substantially perpen 
dicular pores Will decrease the accuracy of the assay, and 
increase the CV signi?cantly. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0056] FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional representa 
tion of a portion of one of the membranes of the present 
invention With strictly normal ER. 

[0057] FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional representa 
tion of a portion of the membrane of the present invention 
With [3-normal ER. 

[0058] FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-sectional representa 
tion of a portion of the membrane of the present invention 
With curved pores and [3-normal ER. 

[0059] FIG. 4a is a schematic representation of a process 
for making the membranes of the present invention With a 
Web of ?lm and an eXcimer laser. 

[0060] FIG. 4b is a schematic representation of a top vieW 
of a fabrication process for making the membranes of the 
present invention With framed ?lm and an eXcimer laser. 

[0061] FIG. 4c is a schematic representation of a side 
vieW of the fabrication process of FIG. 4b for making the 
membranes of the present invention With framed ?lm and an 
eXcimer laser. 

[0062] FIG. 4a' is a schematic representation of a process 
for making curved pore membranes of the present invention 
With an eXcimer laser. 

[0063] FIG. 5a is a side vieW schematic representation of 
a second process for making the membrane of the present 
invention using cyclotron bombardment (and subsequent 
etching.) 
[0064] FIG. 5b is a top vieW schematic representation of 
the second process for making the membrane of the present 
invention using cyclotron bombardment. 

[0065] FIG. 6a is a schematic representation of a CAAA 
comprising a preferred embodiment of the present invention 
vieWed from above. 
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[0066] FIG. 6b is an enlarged schematic cross-sectional 
vieW of a portion of the preferred embodiment of FIG. 6a. 

[0067] FIG. 6c is a further enlarged schematic cross 
sectional vieW of a portion of the preferred embodiment of 
FIG. 6a shoWing the pores of the membrane. 

[0068] FIGS. 7a, and 7a2 are a top vieW and a side vieW, 
respectively, of another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0069] FIG. 7b is an enlarged schematic cross-sectional 
vieW of a part of the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention of FIGS. 7a1 and 7a2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Membrane Geometry 

[0070] FIG. 1 is an enlarged cross-sectional vieW of a 
portion of an idealiZed embodiment of a membrane of the 
present invention draWn With strictly normal ER 150. The 
membrane 100 of FIG. 1 has a ?rst surface 110, a second 
surface 120, and a plurality of pores 130. The pores of 
membrane 100 are off-axis such that the least angle of 
incidence of any pore is OX. The pore 130 has an angle of 
incidence such that the detection beam cannot travel directly 
through the pore from the second surface to the ?rst surface 
of the membrane or vice versa. As shoWn in FIG. 1, the least 
angle incidence, 0t, must be greater than 4), Where 4) is 
de?ned by the equation: 

q)=sin’1 (pd/mt) (1) 

[0071] and Where pd is the pore diameter and mt is the 
membrane thickness. In this case, no ER emitted from a 
strictly normal detection beam can pass straight through the 
pores of the membrane. 

[0072] FIG. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional schematic 
vieW of a portion of the membrane of the present invention. 
The [3-normal opaque membrane 200 has a top surface 210, 
a bottom surface 220 and a plurality of pores 230. Ray 260 
emitted from a [3-normal detection beam, having the maXi 
mum angle of incidence of the detection beam, [3, is draWn 
in FIG. 2. The pore diameter pd and the membrane thickness 
mt are as indicated. The angle of a pore of the membrane of 
least angle of incidence is 0t. Membrane 200 is [3-normal 
opaque, if and only if: 

ot>([5+6), Where (~)=sin’1 ([pdxcos [5]/mt). (2) 

[0073] FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional schematic 
vieW of a portion of an embodiment of the membrane of the 
present invention having curved pores 300. The top surface 
310, the bottom surface 320, and a pore 330 are indicated. 
Ray 360 emitted from a [3-normal detection beam, having 
the maXimum angle of incidence of the detection beam, [3, 
is draWn in FIG. 3. The pore diameter pd and the membrane 
thickness mt are as indicated. The least angle of incidence, 
0t, of a pore of the membrane is determined as indicated in 
FIG. 3. Membrane 300 is [3-normal opaque, if and only if 
Equation (2) is satis?ed: 

ot>([5+6), Where 6=sin—1 ([pdxcos [5]/mt). (2) 

Membrane Fabrication 

[0074] FIG. 4a is a reduced cross-sectional schematic 
vieW of an apparatus used in fabrication of embodiments of 
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the membrane of the present invention. The ?lm from Which 
the membrane is manufactured is in the form of a Web on a 
roll called the unWind roll 410, Which is unwound and held 
With a ?at section 420 betWeen the unWind roll 410 and a 
second roll, the reWind roll 430, Which contains the fabri 
cated membrane. The ?at section of the ?lm 420, betWeen 
the unWind roll 410 and the reWind roll 430, passes under 
multiple beams of eXcimer laser light 440, each beam of 
Which has a diameter slightly smaller than the pores that are 
being fabricated. HoW much smaller is determined by the 
thickness of the ?lm, What the ?lm is made of, and the 
Wavelength of the ER from the laser. EXcimer lasers are used 
because the Wavelength of their ER is very short, typically 
betWeen 200 nm and 400 nm. This alloWs pores of less than 
a micron to be made. HoWever, the pore siZes of preferred 
embodiments of the present invention are 1.0, 2.0, 3.0, 5.0, 
8.0, 10.0, 12.0, and 14.0 microns, Which are relatively easy 
to make compared to the submicron pores. The beams of 
laser light 440 strike the ?lm at angle 0t, as shoWn in FIG. 
4a. 

[0075] In preferred embodiments, 0t is betWeen 15° and 
70° depending on the particular [3-normal opaque membrane 
required, the membrane thickness, pore diameter and the 
nature of the cell activity assays in Which it is to be 
employed. In some assays, the shortest possible pores are the 
most desirable, and in others, longer pores are optimal. For 
eXample, if the assay is designed for a minimum incubation 
period, the pores are preferably short. On the other hand, if 
maXimum sensitivity is paramount, longer pores may be 
better, since a loWer number of negative control cells Will 
pass through the membrane. 

[0076] The multiple beams of eXcimer laser ER are cre 
ated by projecting the output of the laser onto a mask Which 
forms multiple discrete beams, e.g., thousands of beams, 
Which are then focused on the ?lm. The laser ER ablates the 
?lm creating straight pores through the material. The poWer 
of the laser, the composition of the ?lm material, and its 
thickness, determines the duration of the ablation. The 
details are Well knoWn to those practiced in the art. One 
advantage of membrane fabrication With a laser is that the 
eXact position and number of the pores can be controlled. 
This is advantageous since it loWers the CV of the assays by 
removing the variation associated With different sites of the 
cell activity apparatus having different numbers and posi 
tions of pores. It also may prove essential as cell-based 
assays are developed Which require smaller and smaller 
volumes and areas for each site. One preferred embodiment 
of the present invention employs a microplate siZed appa 
ratus (5.030“><3.365“ footprint) With 1536 sites of 1 mm 
diameter. Preferred embodiments of the [3-normal opaque 
membrane employed in this apparatus have pore diameters 
of 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 12, or 14 microns, and the thickness 
ranges betWeen 5 and 50 microns. The pore densities range 
from 1><103 to 2><107 pores/cm2. The smaller the area of 
membrane per assay site, the larger the errors become that 
are associated With pore distribution irregularity. This nega 
tively affects the CV of the Whole assay. Consequently, 
eXcimer laser fabrication With virtually no variation in the 
siZe, number, angle, and position of the pores, is an impor 
tant advantage. 

[0077] FIG. 4b is a schematic oblique top vieW and FIG. 
4c is a side vieW of a preferred fabrication method of the 
membranes of the present invention. With this method, the 
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membranes are constructed from ?lm by ablating pores With 
a laser apparatus as in FIG. 4a. In this method frames of a 
CAAA 460 With the ?lm 461 bonded to one side are 
precisely positioned in an angled jig 470 With a sliding 
member 471 as shoWn in FIG. 4c. Multiple laser beams 440, 
each With a diameter proportional to the diameter of the 
pores being fabricated, strike the ?lm at an angle of inci 
dence 0t, as indicated. As described above, Equation (2) must 
be satis?ed to construct a [3-normal opaque membrane. That 
is, 

[0078] Where mt is the ?lm thickness, and pd is the pore 
diameter as shoWn in FIG. 2. If [3<15 degrees the membrane 
thus manufactured Will be substantially opaque. The framed 
?lm 461 is moved in the direction indicated by arroW 475 in 
incremental steps under the laser beams 440, preserving the 
angle cc at Which the laser beams strike the ?lm. The beams 
440 sequentially ablate roWs of pores in a pattern de?ned by 
a mask (not shoWn) that forms clusters of discrete beams in 
the optical path betWeen the source of the laser light (not 
shoWn) and a focusing lens system 450 that focuses the 
clusters of laser beams on the ?lm. In this embodiment of the 
laser fabrication apparatus, the laser beams 440 are grouped 
into a pattern 480 corresponding to the sites of the CAAA 
represented in FIG. 4b by the 32x48 array of 1536 sites. 
This fabrication technique has several advantages: (a) the 
number of pores at each site is ?Xed and (b) said pores can 
be positioned in any ?Xed and uniform pattern across the 
Whole framed ?lm 461. This means that site to site variation 
in CAAA using the framed membrane is practically Zero 
With respect to the membranes. It also means that the 
application of the hydrophobic mask of some preferred 
embodiments (described beloW) is no longer as positionally 
and dimensionally critical to the uniformity of the sites, and 
hence to the CV of the assays. 

[0079] FIG. 4a' shoWs the method of fabrication of the 
membranes of the present invention from ?lm in Which the 
pores are machined, burned, or ablated With a laser as in 
FIG. 4a. The ?lm from Which the membranes are manu 
factured is in the form of a Web on an unWind roll 410, Which 
is unWound and passes around secondary roller 490 Where it 
changes direction 90 degrees and passes around the fabri 
cation roll 495 of very small diameter. The diameter of 
fabrication roll 495 is proportional to the radius of curvature 
(rc) of the pores fabricated With this method: the smaller the 
diameter of 495 the smaller the rc of the pores. The laser ER 
strikes the ?lm at a range of angles on a very narroW part of 
the area of the ?lm Where it is bent around the fabrication 
roller 495. The laser ER ablates straight holes in the bent 
?lm, so When the membranes are ?at, the pores are bent (see 
FIG. 3) The membrane Web then makes a quarter turn 
around roll 491 and hence to the reWind roll 430 Where it is 
reWound as fabricated membrane. The ?lm moves in very 
small incremental steps in the direction indicated by arroW 
475, the step increment being determined by the Width of the 
area Where the laser ablates the pores in the ?lm. The laser 
beams 440 sequentially ablate roWs of pores, the diameter 
and pattern of Which are de?ned by a mask (not shoWn). The 
range of angles of the pores Will be proportional to the 
diameter of the fabrication roll 495 and the Width of the area 
Where the laser beams 440 strike the ?lm. 

[0080] FIG. 5a is a reduced cross-sectional schematic 
vieW of a second kind of apparatus used in fabrication of 
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embodiments of the membranes of the present invention. 
The ?lm from Which the membrane is manufactured is in the 
form of a Web on unWind roll 510, Which is unwound and 
held ?at 520 betWeen the intermediate rolls 530 and 540, and 
then moves to the reWind roll 550, Which contains the 
irradiated membrane. The section of the ?lm held ?at and 
taught 520 betWeen the intermediate rolls 530 and 540 
passes under a beam 560 of high energy charged particles 
emitted by a cyclotron (not shoWn). The diameter of the high 
energy particle beam in one preferred embodiment is 
approximately 6 centimeters, and it is sWept back and forth 
across the Web by de?ecting it With an electromagnetic ?eld 
from sWeeping magnet 570 as shoWn in FIG. 5b. The beam 
sWeeps back and forth across the Width of the ?lm in a path 
perpendicular to the line of motion of the Web. The beam (or 
fog of ions) is about 5 meters from sWeeping magnet 570 
When it penetrates the ?lm. As the beam sWeeps back and 
forth over the Width of the ?lm 520, the ?lm moves under 
it at a steady rate Which is determined by the pore density 
desired for the membrane. As the ?lm passes under the 
beam, the charged particles pass through it, breaking the 
molecular bonds of the polymer chains composing the ?lm. 
The energy of the particles in the beam ranges betWeen 1 and 
2 million electron volts and must be suf?cient to pass 
completely through the ?lm at the angle of incidence 0t of 
the beam. This angle 0t is set betWeen 15° and 70°. The 
optimal angle for a particular [3-normal opaque membrane is 
determined by the membrane thickness, the pore diameter, 
and the nature of the cell activity assays in Which it is to be 
employed. 

[0081] In this fabrication technique, the second step of the 
process is not shoWn and consists of submersing the irradi 
ated ?lm in an etching bath. This etches pores along the 
straight paths of broken polymers through the ?lm created 
by the high energy particles from the cyclotron. The diam 
eter of the pores is determined by the duration of the etching 
process, and the temperature and concentration of the etch 
ing bath. The speci?cations for this process are Well knoWn 
to those practiced in the art of fabricating track-etch mem 
branes. 

Cell Activity Assay Apparatus 

[0082] FIGS. 6a-6c are schematic diagrams of an embodi 
ment of the present invention. The multi-site CAAA 600 has 
a [3-normal R-opaque @P% membrane, speci?cally the 
substantially R-opaque @P% membrane described above. 
FIG. 6a is a top and side cross-section vieW of the Whole 
instrument, and FIGS. 6b and 6c are enlarged cross-section 
vieWs of portions of the apparatus. 

[0083] The assay apparatus 600 comprises three rigid 
parts: an upper part consisting of a transparent ?lm 621 
bonded to a rigid frame 620, a middle part consisting of the 
membrane 651 bonded to a second rigid frame 650, and a 
bottom part consisting of a transparent injection-molded 
microplate 680. 

[0084] The membrane 651 is fabricated from ?lm, Which 
can be made from a variety of materials including plastic, 
metal, glass, ceramic, organic material, or combinations 
thereof. The membrane pores 695 (illustrated only in FIG. 
6c) can be fabricated in a number of Ways, tWo of Which are 
illustrated and described above. The frame 650 can be 
plastic, steel, stainless steel, aluminum, or another suitable 
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material. The frame must be rigid enough to keep the 
membrane, and any grids, coatings, or site-delimiting 
devices attached thereto, substantially ?at. The membrane 
can be attached to the frame by any suitable fastening 
means, including glue, heat seals, ultrasonic seals, or 
mechanical means. 

[0085] FIG. 6a shoWs the ninety siX (96) assay sites 630 
of CAAA 600 arranged in an 8x12 array. Each assay site 630 
comprises a discrete, delimited area 656 of membrane 651, 
along With tWo three-dimensional compartments (Wells)— 
the upper volume or Well 693, above the membrane 651, and 
the loWer volume or Well 692, in the microplate 680 beloW 
the membrane 651. 

[0086] The ?lm 621 delimits the top of each upper volume 
693 and creates optically advantageous ?at surfaces, Which 
minimiZe re?ection and refraction of ER from detection 
beams and ER emitted from the upper Well of the test sites 
630. An opaque mask 625, af?Xed to the bottom surface of 
?lm 621, surrounds and separates the transparent spots 627 
at the tops of the assay sites 630. This mask is also 
hydrophobic and circumscribes the top perimeters of the 
upper volumes 693. 

[0087] FIG. 6c shoWs a greatly enlarged vieW of a section 
of the membrane 651, Which, With the frame 650, forms the 
middle part of the CAAA 600. FIG. 6c illustrates the 
off-axis pores 695 of substantially R-opaque @P% mem 
brane 651. This ?gure also shoWs a membrane section at the 
edge of an assay site 630 and illustrates the tWo hydrophobic 
masks that are af?xed to the membrane 651, one (655) on the 
top surface 653 and one (654) on the bottom surface 652. 
Hydrophobic mask 655 delimits the bottom perimeter of the 
upper volume of site 630, and circumscribes the membrane 
area 656 Where cell activity can occur across the membrane. 
Hydrophobic mask 654 helps circumscribe the top surface of 
the loWer volume, as described beloW. 

[0088] During an assay, the upper volume (upper Well) 
693 and loWer volume (loWer Well) 692 of each site 630 are 
?lled With ?uid solutions containing chemical compounds 
and/or biological cells in suspension as shoWn by the shaded 
areas in FIG. 6b and the cross-section vieW of 

[0089] FIG. 6a. Surface tension of the ?uid in each upper 
volume 693, along With the pair of hydrophobic masks 625 
and 655, con?ne upper-volume ?uid and create air space 697 
surrounding and isolating the upper volumes. Hydrophobic 
coating 686, af?Xed to the rim 685 of the loWer volume 692, 
forms a shield seal With the hydrophobic mask 654 on the 
under side 652 of membrane 651. The membrane 651 is 
positioned and held on top of and against the rims 685 of the 
loWer Well 692, Which con?nes the loWer-volume ?uid. The 
?at transparent bottoms 682 of the Wells in the microplate 
680 are optically advantageous surfaces through Which light 
can pass into and out of the loWer volumes 692. 

[0090] FIGS. 7a1 and 7a2 shoW the top vieW and a side 
vieW, respectively, of a CAAA 700 having one thousand ?ve 
hundred and thirty siX (1536) assay sites. In this embodiment 
the assay sites 730 are arranged in a 32x48 array Within the 
footprint of a standard microplate (5.030“><3.365“). The 
apparatus 700 is composed of three rigid parts: an upper 
rigid frame 720, a middle rigid frame 750 and a loWer rigid 
frame 780. The upper rigid frame 720 is bonded to a 
transparent ?lm 721. The middle rigid frame 750 is bonded 
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to substantially R-opaque @P% membrane 751. The lower 
rigid frame 780 is bonded to transparent ?lm 781. Each of 
the assay sites 730 has an upper volume 793 and a loWer 
volume 792, as shoWn in FIG. 7b. 

[0091] FIG. 7b is a cross-sectional, enlarged, schematic 
vieW of a portion of CAAA 700. The upper ?lm 721 has a 
hydrophobic mask 725 bonded to its bottom surface 723. 
The membrane 751 has a top hydrophobic mask 755 bonded 
to its top surface 753, and a bottom hydrophobic mask 754 
bonded to its bottom surface 752. The loWer ?lm 781 has a 
top surface 782 With a hydrophobic mask 784 bonded to it. 

[0092] Each assay site 730 consists of the folloWing 
elements: the transparent area 727 of upper ?lm 721 and 
hydrophobic mask 725 on loWer surface 723 surrounding 
transparent area 727, the open area 756 of membrane 751 
and hydrophobic mask 755 on the top surface 753 of 
membrane 751 surrounding 756, and hydrophobic mask 754 
on bottom surface 752 of the membrane 751, the transparent 
area 786 of the loWer ?lm 781, the hydrophobic mask 784 
on the top surface 782 of the loWer ?lm 781, and the upper 
volume 793 and the loWer volume 792. The upper air space 
797 and loWer air space 798 surround and separate each of 
the sites. In this embodiment, the volumes 793 and 792 are 
betWeen 0.5 pl and 2.5 pl, and the distances betWeen the 
centers of sites 730 is 2.25 mm. 

[0093] Hydrophobic masks 725 and 784 are opaque and 
surround transparent areas of the top ?lm 727 and bottom 
?lm 786, respectively, that are directly above and beloW 
each assay site. ER from the detection beams 760 and 761 
and the ER 762 and 763 emitted by the ?uorescent dye in the 
upper and loWer volumes pass in and out through upper 
transparent area 727 and loWer transparent area 786, respec 
tively. The detector/quanti?cation apparatus above the upper 
?lm 721 is composed of a housing 740, a ?ber optic bundle 
742 for collecting emitted ER 762 from the top volume 793 
and top surface 753 of the site 730, and another optical 
conduit 744 for delivering the excitation ER 760 to the upper 
volume 793 and upper surface 753 of the membrane of the 
sites 730. The detector/quanti?cation apparatus beloW the 
loWer ?lm 781 is composed of a housing 741, a ?ber optic 
bundle 743 for collecting emitted ER 763 from the bottom 
volume 792 of the site 730, and another optical conduit 745 
for delivering the excitation ER 761 to the loWer volume 792 
and loWer surface 752 of the membrane of the site 730. 

[0094] The interfaces betWeen the three rigid frames 780, 
750, and 720, can be either sealed to gas exchange or not as 
required by the assay. In most cell-based assays, air?oW 
needs to be minimiZed to prevent excessive evaporation, 
Without overly inhibiting diffusion of oxygen and carbon 
dioxide. This can be accomplished in a number of Ways 
including: positioning a thin layer of open cell foam betWeen 
the frames, providing multiple small channels betWeen the 
frames, providing ?lm material for 721 and/or 781 With 
sufficient gas exchange rates, providing microscopic holes in 
721 and/or 781 betWeen the test sites, or providing enough 
microscopic pores in 721 and/or 781 at the test sites for 
sufficient gas exchange. 

[0095] The materials from Which suitable ?lms can be 
made for the fabrication of opaque membranes include 
plastics, organics, metals, glass, ceramics and combinations 
thereof. In preferred embodiments of the opaque membrane 
of the present invention, polyester ?lm is used With various 
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dyes that make it opaque at various Wavelength ranges that 
match ?uorescent excitation and emission bands of the 
various dyes used to tag or label the cells used in the cell 
activity assays. The embodiments, described above, manu 
factured With the cyclotron bombardment and etching tech 
nology require materials that can be etched. Polyester and 
polycarbonate have excellent etching characteristics and are 
Widely used. Polyester is preferred because it is easy to 
introduce dye into the ?lm after it is initially fabricated. 
Polycarbonate ?lm is noW fabricated With dye incorporated 
into the basic ?lm, but at this time the other characteristics 
of this ?lm, in particular the uniformity of its thickness, 
make it a poor candidate. 

[0096] Coating or depositing metallic layers on plastic 
?lms and/or membranes is another method of making the 
membranes opaque. There are advantages and disadvantages 
to this fabrication technique. For example, With a dyed 
substantially opaque membrane, some light passes through 
the pores via re?ections Within the pores. The amount of 
light Which passes through, hoWever, is insigni?cant and is 
not a practical problem since standard detection/quanti?ca 
tion systems used for cell activity assays are not sensitive 
enough to measure it. If the membrane is coated With 
metallic atoms, hoWever, the interior surfaces of the pores 
can be extremely re?ective. This is counter-productive to the 
goal of fabricating a substantially R-opaque @P% mem 
brane Where P is above 99.9%. Furthermore, the deposited 
coating must not interfere or affect the activity of the cells 
used in the assays. 

Methods of Using Cell Assay Apparatus 

[0097] In one method for using the embodiment of the 
invention, shoWn schematically in FIGS. 6a-6c above, cells 
to be interrogated are positioned on one side of the mem 
brane and solutions to be assayed for their in?uence on cell 
activity are positioned directly opposite on the other side of 
the membrane. The preferred membrane of this embodiment 
is substantially R-opaque @P%, Where R is 400 nm-580 nm 
and P% is 99.9% and the membrane thickness is 31 microns, 
the pore diameter is 8 microns, the range of angles of 
incidence of the off axis pores is betWeen 44° and 46°. When 
using such a CAAA With 485 nm ER for excitation and 530 
nm detection/quanti?cation systems for ER emitted by the 
cells in the sites, the contribution of the cells on the opposite 
side of the membrane from the excitation/detection/quanti 
?cation system is less than 0.0005% of the count at any site. 
The membrane could have a pore density betWeen 1><103 and 
1><109 pores/cm2, a thickness betWeen 1 and 1000 microns, 
and pores With angle of incidence betWeen about 15° and 
70°. 

[0098] Several methods using CAAA 600 or similar appa 
ratus are described in more detail beloW. 

Method I 

[0099] Method I comprises the folloWing steps: 

[0100] 1. About eighty-four of the loWer volumes 
(Wells) 692 are ?lled With 30 pl of test solutions, i.e., 
positive controls, negative controls, or unknoWns. 

[0101] 2. The remainder—about one roW of loWer 
plate 680—are ?lled With 25 pl of cell suspension in 
a serial dilution doWn to a cell concentration at or 
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just below the lower sensitivity limit of the detection/ 
quanti?cation system. This provides a standard With 
Which to compensate for reader error When the loWer 
volume of the test sites are read. 

. e r1 1 rame mem rane is 0102 3 Th 'g'd f d b 650/651 ' 
positioned and attached to the microplate. 

[0103] 4. About 25 pl of cell suspension is applied to 
the upper surfaces 653 of membrane 651 in about 
eighty-four of the upper volumes 693 of the test sites. 
25 pl of the same cell suspension in a serial dilution 
is then added to the remaining upper sites as in step 
2. This provides a standard With Which to compen 
sate for reader error When the upper volume of the 
test sites are read. 

[0104] 5. The lid 620/621 is positioned and attached 
to the CAAA. 

[0105] 6. An automatic ?uorescence reader is used to 
read assembled CAAA 600 and determine values for 
U1 and L1 at each site. The data are stored in memory 
for later comparison, compensation, and computa 
tion. 

[0106] 7. CAAA 600 is incubated at the appropriate 
temperature and humidity (in human CAA, 37° C. 
and 98% relative humidity is generally appropriate), 
and the appropriate interval of time for the particular 
cell activity assay. This period is usually betWeen 15 
minutes and 48 hours. The optimal incubation period 
is determined by doing kinetics or a sequence of 
experiments With different incubation times, and 
then selecting the incubation period that gives the 
optimal result. In a cell activity assay this usually 
means the result Where the difference betWeen counts 
at the negative control sites, and at the positive 
control sites is maximiZed. In HTS, hoWever, Where 
the longer the time of incubation, the more expensive 
the assay, the optimum incubation might be much 
shorter. It might be the shortest time required to 
determine Whether a signi?cant difference exists 
betWeen negative control sites, positive control sites 
and sites With the compounds being screened. 

[0107] 8. CAAA 600 is removed from the incubator 
and read a second time as described in step (6) and 
the values U2 and L2 for each site and the data are 
stored in the computer memory. 

[0108] 9. The computer calculates the cmc, cmc%, 
pmc, pmc%, mc, and mc% from the data collected in 
steps 6 and 8. The computer can also compensate for 
the errors in the detection/quanti?cation system by 
using the data collected from the roW of sites With the 
serial dilutions of the cell suspension. It then calcu 
lates the averages of these above-mentioned ?gures 
for each set of replicate sites (usually betWeen 2 and 
4) and compiles the results of the Whole assay 
comparing positive site sets, negative site sets and 
unknoWn site sets. It also calculates the CV for the 
assay. The calculated results are then available for 
further analysis. 

Method II 

[0109] Method II comprises the same steps as Method I, in 
addition to the folloWing step, step 7a, performed after step 
7: 
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[0110] 7a. Kill all the cells in the upper Wells, or kill all the 
cells in the apparatus, by (1) irradiating them With short 
Wavelength ER, e.g, 254 mn, (2) removing the lid 620/621 
and replacing it With another lid With about 10 pl of a 
solution on each site on the bottom surface 623 of the ?lm 
621, that rapidly kills the cells, or (3) some equivalent 
method. 

Method III 

[0111] Method III comprises the same steps as Method I, 
in addition to the folloWing step, step 7b, performed after 
step 7: 

[0112] 7b. ImmobiliZe all the cells in the upper Wells or in 
the entire apparatus by; (1) freeZing the cells (usually 
accomplished by freeZing the entire apparatus), (2) rapidly 
loWering the temperature of the cells (or apparatus) to 
betWeen 0° C. and 4° C., (3) removing the lid 620/621 and 
replacing it With another lid With solutions af?xed to all the 
sites on the loWer surface of ?lm 621 that immobiliZe the 
cells, e.g., 4 millimolar EDTA, or (4) some equivalent 
method. 

[0113] Methods II and III are preferred over Method I in 
cases Where the cell activity is so rapid that the accuracy of 
the results Will be compromised by the difference in elapsed 
time the cells are active at different test sites. This can be 
very signi?cant if the incubation time is short, e.g., less than 
thirty minutes, and the detection/quanti?cation time is long, 
e.g., ten minutes. With the large number of sites used for 
HTS and ultra-HTS (e. g., 1536 and 3456 sites) the cells must 
be killed or immobiliZed for accurate results. 

Methods IV through VI 

[0114] Method IV is a simpli?ed version of Method I. In 
this method, all of the steps of method I are performed, With 
the exception of step Thus, in this simpli?ed version, the 
readings of the emissions from the upper and loWer Wells are 
obtained only once. 

[0115] Method V is a simpli?ed version of Method II and 
Method VI is a simpli?ed version of Method III. That is, as 
described above, the readings of step (6) are not performed. 

[0116] These simpli?ed Methods IV through VI Will not 
yield nearly as much data, and the information extracted 
from the data Will not be as rich or sensitive, but it may be 
suf?cient in some screening contexts. The advantages of 
these simpli?ed methods are that they are faster and less 
expensive than Methods I through III. 

Method VII 

[0117] Method VII is essentially a class of methods. 
Method VII comprises all of the Methods I through VI, using 
an apparatus having a membrane that is R-opaque @P%, but 
not substantially R-opaque @P%. That is, the membrane 
used in this class of methods has pores that alloW substan 
tially normal ER, such as that used by state-of-the-art 
detection/quanti?cation systems, to pass straight through the 
membrane. This Will yield adequate results in some CBHTS 
contexts, although the sensitivity Will be loWer, particularly 
in comparison With Methods I through III. 

Method VIII 

[0118] Method VIII is another class of methods. These 
methods use a CAAA such as that disclosed above and 



US 2002/0019024 A1 

illustrated in FIGS. 7a1, 7a2, 7b, and 7c. In these methods 
the ?rst ?ve steps of Method I through VII are modi?ed as 
folloWs: 

[0119] 1a. The various control solutions, positive and 
negative, and test solutions, e.g., chemotactic factors, are 
prepared cold. The solutions contain a suf?cient proportion 
of collagen, gelatin, ?bernectin, lamanin, or other appropri 
ate gel-forming material compatible With the cells of the 
assay, to gel at temperatures of about 20° C. to 40° C. The 
solutions do not gel When held betWeen about 4° C. and 110° 
C., so they can be prepared in advance and stored at 4° C. 
When they reach betWeen about 20° C. and 37° C., they gel. 
Temperature, pH, and concentration of the gelling agents 
determine the amount of time required to gel. These param 
eters can be manipulated for convenience Within certain 
limits. For example, approximately 100 pg of Type I col 
lagen in one ml of DMEM buffer at pH 7.2 is a good medium 
for many cell activity assays. (See M.E. Steams et. al, 
Clinical Cancer Research, Vol. 5, March 1999). Identical 
volumes betWeen 0.5 pl and 2.5 pl of cold solutions con 
taining gel-producing compounds miXed With the com 
pounds to be tested e.g., positive controls (knoWn chemot 
actic factors), negative controls With no additional 
compounds, and unknoWns, are pipetted onto the top surface 
782 of the bottom ?lm 781 surrounded by hydrophobic mask 
784 that de?nes the bottom of the loWer volume of the test 
sites 730 With a pipetting robot (e.g., Model C-300 or Model 
C-400, Cyberlab, Inc., Brook?eld, Conn.). About 1500 sites 
of the available 1536 are ?lled. The droplets of solution 
adhere to the ?lm 781 and rise betWeen 1.0 mm and 1.7 mm 
above the top surface 782. The hydrophobic masks visually 
de?ne the locations of the cell activity test sites and prevent 
the lateral movement of the test solutions. 

[0120] 2a. The remainder of the test sites are ?lled With a 
serial dilution of the cell suspension, but in this case the 
same volume is used as in step (1a). Other kinds of control 
and calibration solutions, e.g., ?uorescent dyes, can also be 
placed at various positions on the apparatus to facilitate 
detection of errors in the various components of the system 
and to enable compensation for such errors. 

[0121] 3a. The rigid framed membrane 750/751 is then 
positioned over and attached to the loWer framed ?lm 
780/781. The alignment and attachment hardWare or bond 
ing agents ?X the loWer and middle components of the 
apparatus together. The ?nal distance betWeen the mem 
brane and the bottom ?lm is determined by the thickness of 
the portion of the frames betWeen the top surface of the 
loWer ?lm 782 and the bottom surface of the membrane, 752 
and is such that the solutions on the loWer ?lm contact and 
Wet the loWer surface 752 of the membrane 751. If volumes 
at the loW end of the range are desired, this distance is 
decreased, and vice versa. 

[0122] 3b. These tWo components 780 and 750 noW 
attached together are set aside or placed in an incubator for 
a period betWeen 10 and 90 minutes to alloW the solutions 
to gel. 

[0123] 4a. BetWeen 0.5 pl and 2.5 pl of the cell suspension 
is then pipetted onto about 1500 sites on the top surface 753 
of the membrane 751. In this case, hoWever, the sites With 
the serial dilutions of the cell suspension and the other sites 
With control and calibration solutions have no cell suspen 
sion solutions applied. This is because in CAAA 700, the 
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solutions at these sites in the loWer Wells make contact With 
the bottom side 754 of the membrane, Which is not the case 
With CAAA 600. 

[0124] 5a. The lid 721/720 is then positioned over the 
framed membrane 750/751 and placed doWn on the tWo 
loWer components Where it is attached by the attachment 
hardWare or bonding agent. The loWer surface 723 of the 
upper ?lm 721 makes contact With approximately 1500 
volumes of cell suspension, and the three rigid components 
of the apparatus 720, 750, and 780 become a unit 700. 

[0125] At this point in the procedure, any of Methods I 
through VIII commencing With step (6)(as described above) 
can be folloWed, making the necessary changes in the 
procedure required by the changes in the hardWare. For 
eXample, the detector beams of the automatic ?uorescent 
reader have to be smaller, as Would the optical collection 
system that collects and measures the amount of light 
emitted from the upper and loWer volumes of the sites. 

[0126] The methods described above, using apparatus 600 
or 700 or similar apparatus, alloW the detection and quan 
ti?cation at each site of (a) the number of cells pipetted, (b) 
the number of cells that have migrated through the mem 
brane, (c) the number that have not migrated, (d) the number 
that have migrated into the membrane but have not passed 
through, and (e) the total number that have migrated. From 
this data, the percent of the cells that have migrated at any 
site can be calculated as Well as the percent of cells that have 
passed through the membrane at that site. Since these results 
are calculated independently for each site, both the errors 
associated With pipetting (variations in volume) and the 
errors associated With the uneven distribution of cells in a 
unit volume are eliminated. 

[0127] If the substantially R-opaque @P% membrane 
used in apparatus 600 or 700, Was fabricated according to 
the method disclosed in FIG. 4b and FIG. 4c, further 
reduction in the CV is achieved due to complete uniformity 
in the number of pores from site to site. 

[0128] When Method VIII is used With CAAA that 
employ R-opaque @P% membrane that is not substantially 
R-opaque @P%, the results Will be adequate in some 
CBHTS conteXts. These include assays Where it is desirable 
to use (a) very loW pore densities, (b) large pore diameters, 
(c) thin membranes, and (d) loW cell densities. The system 
must also have very loW background ?uorescence and the 
detection/quanti?cation system must be very sensitive. In 
these conteXts, the detection system detects cells When they 
migrate over pores. NeW detection instruments are being 
developed e.g., Cellomics (Pittsburgh, Pa.) Which have high 
resolution optical systems that may accomplish this. Migra 
tion of cells in this conteXt Would not be measured by hoW 
many cells passed through the membrane, but hoW many 
migrated over the top of a pore. Such assays are rare and 
eXpensive. When this CBHTS context eXists, the methods 
used Would most likely be designed to acquire data about the 
kinetics of cell activity, and these methods are different from 
the ones described here. 

[0129] All of the above methods can be modi?ed so that 
the cells are introduced into the loWer Well of the CAAA. 
For eXample, in Method VIII, the cells can be suspended in 
an ungelled gel solution, as described above, and applied to 
the sites on the bottom side of the membrane When it is 








