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(57) ABSTRACT 

A confocal optical system includes a pinhole aperture for 
creating a point light source from light that is transmitted 
through an optical ?ber, an optical scanning system for 
scanning the light that emerges from the pinhole aperture, 
and an optical focusing system. The optical focusing system 
focuses light from the pinhole aperture via the optical 
scanning system onto or Within an object such that the 
pinhole aperture and the focused light region at the object 
are at conjugate positions of the confocal optical system. 
Thus, light re?ected by the object is returned to the optical 
?ber via the pinhole aperture. At least one of the optical 
scanning system and the optical focusing system includes a 
re?ective surface region and a region that has a different 
re?ectivity than the re?ective surface region. The region that 
has a different re?ectivity may be an aperture, a region of 
loWer re?ectance factor, or even a region that re?ects light 
Well, but in a direction Which prevents light Which does not 
illuminate the object via the optical scanning system from 
being returned to the optical ?ber core region. Thus, the 
purpose of the region having a different re?ectivity is to 
reduce optical noise that is returned to the optical ?ber. 
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CONFOCAL OPTICAL SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] A miniature confocal optical system that is used 
along the channel of an endoscope is described in Japanese 
Laid Open Patent Applications H9-230248 and H3-87804. A 
prior art schematic diagram shoWing the principle compo 
nents used With a confocal optical system that may be 
inserted in a channel of an endoscope for vieWing an object 
of interest is shoWn in FIG. 8. 

[0002] Referring to FIG. 8, light from a light source 51 
enters a four-terminal optical coupler 52, Which leads the 
light to a miniature confocal optical system 54. The minia 
ture confocal optical system 54 focuses the light onto an 
object. Light re?ected by the object is detected at an optical 
detection unit 53 after it has been propagated through the 
miniature confocal optical system 54 and the four-terminal 
optical coupler 52. The detected light is processed at a 
processing unit 55 in order to image the object, The minia 
ture confocal-l optical system 54 is inserted in a channel of 
an endoscope in order to observe and diagnose cells inside 
a human body. As is shoWn in FIG. 9, the miniature confocal 
optical system 54 is of the side-vieW type, in Which the 
vieWing direction is orthogonal to the direction of insertion 
of the miniature confocal optical system 54. 

[0003] Conventional endoscopes are generally of the 
straight-vieW type, in Which the vieWing direction is aligned 
With the direction of insertion of the endoscope. When a 
side-view type miniature confocal optical system is inserted 
in the channel of a straight-vieW type endoscope, inconsis 
tency in the vieWing directions of the endoscope’s objective 
lens versus the miniature confocal optical system may give 
rise to a problem in that the observation range of the 
miniature confocal optical system cannot be determined by 
vieWing through the objective lens of the endoscope. 

[0004] To solve this problem, a straight-vieW type minia 
ture confocal optical system may be used, as shoWn in FIG. 
7, With a straight-vieW type endoscope. This facilitates 
determining the location and range of observation of the 
miniature confocal optical system by vieWing through the 
objective lens of the endoscope. Thus, locating the vieW of 
the miniature confocal optical system on an object of interest 
is facilitated. Therefore, a straight-vieW type, miniature 
confocal optical system is more easily used With a straight 
vieW type endoscope. 

[0005] Objects inside a human body, particularly cells, 
re?ect light rather poorly. Thus, the optical signals of interest 
tend to be very Weak. On the other hand, optical noise (i.e., 
light Which re?ects on a lens or other surface Within the 
optical system and directly returns to the optical ?ber 
Without reaching the object), is rather strong as compared to 
the optical signals of interest. Therefore, it is critical to 
suppress the optical noise as much as possible. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention relates to a confocal optical 
system, especially to a miniature confocal optical system 
that may be used along the channel of an endoscope. A ?rst 
object of the present invention is to provide a miniature 
confocal optical system Which enables the observation of 
poorly re?ective objects With a high signal-to-noise ratio 
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SIN. A second object of the invention is to provide a 
miniature confocal optical system of the straight-vieW type 
having a high S/N Which can be inserted into the channel of 
an endoscope. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] The present invention Will become more fully 
understood from the detailed description given beloW and 
the accompanying draWings, Which are given by Way of 
illustration only and thus are not limitative of the present 
invention, Wherein: 

[0008] FIG. 1 shoWs the structure of Embodiment 1 of the 
present invention, 

[0009] FIG. 2 shoWs, in greater detail, the structure of the 
mirror 3 illustrated in FIG. 1, 

[0010] FIG. 3 shoWs the structure of Embodiment 2 of the 
present invention, 

[0011] FIG. 4 shoWs, in greater detail, the structure of the 
scanning mirror 17 illustrated in FIG. 3, 

[0012] FIG. 5 shoWs the structure of Embodiment 3 of the 
present invention, 

[0013] FIGS. 6A - 6C shoW various structures of optical 
?ber 1 Which may be used in the embodiments of the present 
invention, 
[0014] FIG. 7 illustrates a straight-vieW type confocal 
optical system being used With a straight-vieW type endo 
scope, 

[0015] FIG. 8 is a prior art schematic diagram shoWing the 
principle components used With a prior art confocal optical 
system that may be inserted in a channel of an endoscope for 
vieWing an object of interest, and 

[0016] FIG. 9 illustrates a prior art, side-vieW type, min 
iature confocal optical system that may be inserted in a 
channel of an endoscope for vieWing an object of interest. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0017] Several embodiments of the present invention Will 
be described With reference to the draWings. 

Embodiment 1 

[0018] Embodiment 1 of the miniature confocal optical 
system according to the present invention is shoWn in FIG. 
1. Alight beam, such as a laser beam, is emitted from a light 
source 51 (see FIG. 8) and transits an optical ?ber 1 after 
passing through a four-terminal optical coupler 52 (FIG. 8). 
Upon exiting the optical ?ber 1, the light passes through an 
aperture formed at the center of a scanning mirror 2 and is 
re?ected by a mirror 3 having an outer re?ective surface 
region and an inner region having a relatively loWer re?ec 
tance factor. The region of mirror 3 of relatively loWer 
re?ectance factor is for reducing the amount of light (i.e., 
noise) that is returned directly to the optical ?ber 1 by the 
mirror 3 Without having been re?ected from an object 
surface of interest 12. The re?ective surface region of mirror 
3 re?ects the light from optical ?ber 1 to scanning mirror 2. 
The scanning mirror 2 then re?ects the light onto a periph 
eral portion of the lens 4, so that the light is converged onto 
an object surface 12 via a cover glass 5. Light re?ected by 
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the object surface 12 retraces the same path, but in the 
reverse direction, so as to be returned to the optical ?ber 1. 
This light is then guided to an optical detection unit 53 (FIG. 
8). The scanning mirror 2 is manufactured using micro 
machining technology. For instance, it may be formed of a 
movable micro-mirror. This micro-machined mirror may be 
supported With gimbals and may be driven, for example, 
electostatically, so as to achieve a tWo-dimensional scan. 

Thus, the object surface 12 may be imaged so as to obtain 
tWo-dimensional images. The scanning mirror 2 has a re?ec 
tive surface of outer diameter 460 pm With an aperture 
diameter of 80 pm at its center. 

[0019] In this optical system, the optical core portion at the 
end face of the optical ?ber I serves as a pinhole aperture of 
the confocal optical system. Because a confocal optical 
system is utiliZed, the optical ?ber 1 can be either a single 
node optical ?ber or a multi-mode optical ?ber. In Embodi 
ment 1, mirror 3 is designed for reducing optical noise. As 
shoWn in FIG. 2, the mirror 3 may have, for example, a 
re?ective surface region 13 (of 120 pm diameter) and a 
region 14 (of 20 pm diameter) of relatively loWer re?ectance 
factor positioned at its center. The relatively loWer re?ec 
tance factor region 14 alloWs optical noise to be reduced Jay 
reducing the amount of light Which is directly returned to the 
optical ?ber I as a result of being re?ected by the center 
portion of mirror 3. 

[0020] Light re?ected on the mirror 3 spans an area on 
scanning mirror 2 centered about the end face of optical ?ber 
1, and this area has a diameter of about 490 pm. Assuming 
the re?ectance factor of the region 14 of mirror 3 is “A” and 
the core portion diameter of the optical ?ber 1 is 8 pm, the 
attenuation of optical noise (i e., the proportion of light that 
is re?ected by the mirror 3 directly back into the ?ber core 
portion) is given by: A><(8/1II1/490/1II1)2 =2.6><A><104, The 
re?ectance of live cells is approximately 104. Thus, if the 
re?ectance factor of the region 14 is less than about 40% 
(i.e., 1/2.6), the optical signal Will be stronger than the 
optical noise 

[0021] The mirror 3 is manufactured by depositing a layer 
of aluminum folloWed by removal of the deposited alumi 
num in a center region thereof using laser processing. In this 
Way, the center part of the mirror 3 near the optical axis, 
having a diameter of about 20 pm, has its re?ectance factor 
A reduced to approximately 10%. Furthermore, an antire 
?ection coating, can be used to reduce the re?ectance factor 
of the center part of the mirror 3 to less than 1%. On the 
other hand, the peripheral region (i.e., the region retaining 
the 104 pm thick aluminum layer) has a re?ectance factor of 
approximately 90%. 

[0022] The mirror 3 can also be manufactured by depos 
iting an aluminum layer Within an area of about 120 pm 
diameter, as above, folloWed by the deposition of a loW 
re?ectance factor material, such as chromium oxide, at the 
center thereof Alternatively, the mirror 3 can also be manu 
factured by depositing an aluminum layer Within an area of 
about 120 pm diameter, as above, folloWed by deposition of 
an antire?ection coating at the center thereof 

[0023] The optical system of Embodiment 1 has the fol 
loWing construction and dimensions: 

[0024] the distance betWeen the end of the optical 
?ber 1 and the scanning mirror 2 is 0.07 mm; 
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[0025] the distance betWeen the scanning mirror 2 
and the lens 4 is 0.855 mm; 

[0026] 
[0027] the distance betWeen the lens 4 and the cover 

glass 5 is 0.2 mm; 

the center thickness of the lens 4 is 0.979 mm; 

[0028] the thickness of the cover glass is 0.3 mm; 

[0029] the cover glass is made of BK7 glass; 

[0030] the lens 4 has a refractive index of 1.81 at the 
Wavelength of the sodium d-line (i.e., 587.56 nm); 

[0031] the Abbe number of the material of the lens 4 
is 37.03; and 

[0032] 
[0033] Both surfaces of the lens 4 are aspherical in shape. 
Assuming the optical axis direction is in the Z direction, the 
equation of the aspherical surfaces (i.e., the Z coordinate at 
each point (X, Y) on the surface) is expressed by Equation 
(A) beloW: 

the outer diameter of lens 4 is 1.6 mm. 

Equation (A) 

[0035] R equals the radius of curvature of the surface 
near the optical axis, 

[0036] S2 equals X2+Y2. 

[0037] K is the conic constant, and 

[0038] A, B, C and D are the even order coef?cients 
of S in Equation (A) as indicated. 

[0039] The ?rst surface of lens 4 (i.e., the surface nearest 
the scanning mirror 2) has the folloWing parameters for 
Equation (A): 

D=—O.14O953><10’1 

[0040] The second surface of lens 4 (ie., the surface 
nearest the cover glass 5) has the folloWing parameters for 
Equation (A): 

R=—O.88856 K=0.00000 A=O.869421 
B=—O.137634433 101 C=0.15372><101 D=—O.644973. 

[0041] The optical ?ber 1, scanning mirror 2, lens 4, and 
cover glass 5 form a miniature confocal optical system 1 
Which may be contained in a microscope body 7 and inserted 
into a channel of an endoscope. 

[0042] FIG. 1 also shoWs a mirror support 6 for support 
ing the scanning mirror 2, as Well as a spacing ring 9 for 
setting the distance betWeen the mirror 2 and the lens 4, and 
a spacing ring 10 for setting the distance betWeen the lens 4 
and the cover glass 5. 

[0043] Embodiment 1 has a straight-vieW structure in 
Which the lengthWise direction of the miniature confocal 
optical system 11 is consistent With the vieWing direction. A 
probe Which can be inserted in the channel of an endoscope 
has an outer diameter of approximately 2-3 mm. Therefore, 
it is preferred that the lengthWise directions of the probe and 
the optical ?ber are consistent. This embodiment can easily 
realiZe a straight-vieW structure due to the fact that the 
lengthWise direction of the optical ?ber and the optical axis 
of the lens 4 are coaxial. In addition, the optical path is 
folded, Which helps to shorten the length of the entire optical 
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system as Well as the non-?exible, leading part of the 
structure. As is described above, Embodiment 1 uses the 
loWer re?ectance factor region 14 at the center of the mirror 
3 to reduce optical noise. Compared to a conventional means 
in Which a shading member such as an aperture ring is 
inserted Within the optical system to reduce optical noise, (as 
shoWn, for example, in Japanese Patent No. 2915919) 
Embodiment 1 employs feWer components. Therefore, this 
facilitates the assembling of the optical system. 

[0044] Because Embodiment 1 has a folded optical path 
betWeen the optical ?ber I and the lens 4, the light beam is 
propagated in a complicated manner. Therefore, if a shading 
member such as an aperture ring is inserted on the optical 
aXis, a member for supporting the shading member, and the 
like, may cause the light to be eclipsed, re?ected or scat 
tered, leading to a deterioration in optical performance. 
Embodiment 1 uses the loWer re?ectance factor region 14 
directly positioned on the mirror 3 to avoid this problem. 
The siZe of the loWer re?ectance factor region 14 may be 
varied. The loWer re?ectance factor region 14 can be smaller 
than a region having a diameter 20 pm as long as the optical 
?ber 1 and lens 4 can be positioned With high precision. It 
is preferred that the loWer re?ectance factor region 14 be 
larger, such as a region of diameter of 40 pm, When the 
positioning precision is poor. It is further preferred that the 
loWer re?ectance factor region 14 be no more than about 
one-third the diameter of the re?ective surface region, that 
is to say, no more than about 40 pm in diameter in the case 
Where the re?ective surface region is 120 pm in diameter. 

[0045] The location of the “loWer re?ectance factor” 
region may also be varied. Embodiment 1 has the loWer 
re?ectance factor region 14 on the optical aXis of the lens 4 
(i.e., at the center of the re?ective surface region 13) because 
the optical aXes of the optical ?ber 1 and of the lens 4 are 
coaxial. HoWever, if these optical aXes are not coaXial, it is 
preferred that the loWer re?ectance factor region 14 be 
de-centered With respect to the optical aXis of the lens 4. 

[0046] Furthermore, rather than the regions 13 and 14 of 
mirror 3 differing in re?ectance factor, these regions may 
instead have different surface pro?les. Thus, a region of 
mirror 3 that returns light directly to the optical ?ber (i.e, 
Without the light having been incident on an object surface) 
may be modi?ed in some manner other than having its 
re?ectance factor reduced. For eXample, the tWo different 
regions 13 and 14 may re?ect light in different directions so 
as to achieve a similar result (namely, reducing the amount 
of light that is returned to the optical ?ber Without having 
been re?ected by an object surface of interest). Thus, if the 
region 14 is made to have a re?ective surface pro?le Which 
is oblique in relation to the optical aXis of the lens 4, light 
re?ected by the region 14 Will not be returned to the optical 
?ber 1. The surface pro?le of the region 14 should be 
determined When the lens 4 is formed so that optical noise 
can be reduced even if the regions 14 and 13 have a similar 
re?ectance factor. 

[0047] As shoWn in FIG. 6A, the optical ?ber 1 may have 
an orthogonally-cut end face as in Embodiment 1. Alterna 
tively, the end face may be obliquely cut, as is shoWn in 
FIG. 6B. By cutting the optical ?ber obliquely, light re?ects 
on the optical ?ber end face at an angle larger than the 
numerical aperture of the optical ?ber so that the light no 
longer travels Within the optical ?ber. Therefore, optical 
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noise may be further reduced. HoWever, cutting the optical 
?ber end obliquely causes the light Which emerges from the 
optical ?ber to no longer be parallel With the lengthWise 
direction of the optical ?ber at its end, as is shoWn FIG. 6B. 
In this case, arranging the optical ?ber obliquely as is shoWn 
FIG. 6C alloWs light Which emerges from the optical ?ber 
to be aligned With the optical aXis of the lens 4. This alloWs 
light that emerges from the optical ?ber to effectively fall on 
the object 12, thereby increasing the optical signal from the 
object. The light source 51 (see FIG. 8) is, preferably, a loW 
coherence light source such as semiconductor laser or super 
lWninescent diode. If optical noise cannot be reduced suf 
?ciently, the optical noise and the optical signal re?ected 
from the surface of the object interfere With each other. 
Using a loW coherent light source for the light source 51 
reduces such interference. This enables signals having a 
higher signal/noise ratio to be obtained from the object using 
the optical detection unit 53 (Fig, 8). 

Embodiment 2 

[0048] The structure of Embodiment 2 of the present 
invention is shoWn in FIG. 3. Light that emerges from an 
optical ?ber 15 is re?ected by a ?Xed mirror 16 and directed 
to a scanning mirror 17. Light re?ected from the scanning 
mirror 17 is then converged by a lens 18, transmitted through 
a cover glass 19, and is brought to a focus at a certain depth 
Within the object 24. Light re?ected at the certain depth of 
the object 24 then retraces its previous path, but in the 
reverse direction, returning to the optical ?ber 15. 

[0049] The scanning mirror 17 is similar to the scanning 
mirror 2 in Embodiment 1, and is formed of a gimbaled 
mirror that is manufactured using micro-machining technol 

[0050] The scanning mirror 17 enables the focus point of 
the light at the certain depth Within the object 24 to be 
scanned too dimensionally. As a result, the re?ected light 
that returns to the optical ?ber 15 yields tWo-dimensional 
images. The end face of the core portion of the optical ?ber 
15 serves as a pinhole aperture in this optical system. 
Accordingly, this optical system is confocal. 

[0051] As shoWn in FIG. 4, Embodiment 2 employs a 
scanning mirror 17 that is formed of a high re?ectance factor 
region 26 (Which may be formed, for instance, by aluminum 
deposition) and a loW re?ectance factor region 25. In this 
embodiment, the loW re?ectance factor region 25 has a 
re?ectance factor of substantially Zero, Which is achieved by 
region 25 being an aperture. This can almost entirely elimi 
nate optical noise that otherWise Would arise due to light rays 
emerging from the optical ?ber in-line, or nearly so, With the 
optical aXis. This light Would tend to be directly returned to 
the optical ?ber 15 as a result of being re?ected from one of 
the surfaces of the lens 18 or cover glass 19 back into the 
optical ?ber core region. 

[0052] The loW re?ectance region 25 can alternately, as in 
the previous embodiment, be formed of a loW re?ectance 
factor material such as a deposited layer of chromium oXide, 
or it may be formed of an antire?ection coating. In general, 
optical noise as described above can also be reduced by 
applying antire?ection coatings to the lens 18 and the cover 
glass 19. HoWever, it is dif?cult to apply an antire?ection 
coating on the surface of the cover glass 19 that faces the 
object 24. The cover glass 19, When used With an endoscope 
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that is inserted inside a human body for observation, nor 
mally is in contact With a body ?uid or is pressed against 
some other substance. Thus, due to the refractive indeX 
possibly changing, depending on the particular use, it is 
dif?cult to design an appropriate antire?ection coating for 
the cover glass 19. Without an antire?ection coating, the 
object-side surface of the cover glass 19 may re?ect as much 
as several percent of the incident light, and thus this surface 
can be responsible for causing noise. 

[0053] Also, it is possible for an antire?ection coating on 
the surface of the lens 18 and an antire?ection coating on the 
surface of the cover glass 19 to themselves be a source of 
noise, resulting in a deterioration of performance. This Will 
occur if the Wavelength of the light source is changed, 
resulting in the Wavelength of incident light being different 
from the design Wavelength for the antire?ection coatings. 
HoWever, by making the loW re?ectance region 25 be an 
aperture, as in Embodiment 2, the optical noise is almost 
entirely eliminated even if the Wavelength of incident light 
changes. 
[0054] The optical system of Embodiment 2 as the fol 
loWing construction and dimensions: 

[0055] the distance betWeen the end of the optical 
?ber 15 and the lens 18 is 2.428 mm; 

[0056] the center thickness of the lens 18 is 1,009 
mm; 

[0057] the distance betWeen the lens 18 and the cover 
glass 19 is 0.4 mm; 

[0058] 
[0059] 

[0060] the lens 18 has a refractive indeX of 1.81 at the 
Wavelength of the sodium d-line (i.e., 587.56 nm); 

[0061] the Abbe number of the material of the lens 18 
is 37.03, and 

[0062] 
[0063] Both surfaces of lens 18 have an aspherical shape, 
With the equation of the asphere being given by Equation (A) 
above. 

the thickness of the cover glass 19 is 0.3 mm; 

the cover glass 19 is made of BK7 glass; 

the outer diameter of lens 18 is 1.6 mm. 

[0064] The ?rst surface of lens 18 (i.e., the surface nearest 
the scanning mirror 17) has the folloWing parameters for 
Equation (A): 

C=—O.961103 D=—O329O9><1O’1 

[0065] The second surface of lens 18 (i.e., the surface 
facing the cover glass 19) has the folloWing parameters for 
Equation (A): 

101 C=O.387789><1O1 D=-0.267905><101. 

[0066] The optical ?ber 15, ?Xed mirror 16, scanning 
mirror 17, lens 18, and cover glass 19 form a miniature 
confocal optical system 23 contained in a microscope body 
21 Which can be inserted into a channel of an endoscope. 
FIG. 3 also shoWs a mirror support 20 for supporting the 
scanning mirror 17 and a spacing ring 22 for setting the 
distance betWeen the lens 18 and the cover glass 19. 

[0067] Embodiment 2, just as in Embodiment 1, employs 
a straight-vieW structure due to the fact that the lengthWise 

Feb. 14, 2002 

direction of the optical ?ber 15 is parallel With the optical 
aXis of the lens 18. And, as is described above, Embodiment 
2 can substantially reduce optical noise arising from 
unWanted re?ections occurring at the surfaces of the lens 18 
and the cover glass 19. 

[0068] Compared to a structure in Which a shading mem 
ber such as an aperture ring is inserted Within the optical 
system to reduce optical noise elements, this embodiment 
uses a “loW re?ectance region” (in this case an aperture 
having substantially Zero re?ectance) on the scanning mirror 
to reduce optical noise, and requires feWer parts than in the 
prior art. Therefore, assembling the optical system of the 
present invention is facilitated as compared to assembling 
the optical systems of the prior art. Because Embodiment 2 
has a folded optical path betWeen the optical ?ber 15 and the 
lens 18, light is propagated in a complicated manner. There 
fore, if a shading member such as an aperture ring Were to 
be inserted on the optical aXis, a member for supporting the 
shading member, and the like, may cause the light to be 
eclipsed, re?ected or scattering, leading-to deterioration in 
optical performance. On the contrary, hoWever, Embodiment 
2 uses an aperture at the center part of the scanning mirror 
17 as the “loW re?ectance region 25” to entirely avoid this 
problem. 
[0069] Although Embodiment 2 has the “loW re?ectance 
region 25” on the scanning mirror 17, a similar effect can be 
obtained by forming it (i.e., the aperture) on the ?Xed mirror 
16, Furthermore, the mirror 16 can be a scanning mirror and 
the scanning mirror 17 can be a ?Xed mirror. Also, the siZe 
and position of the aperture may be varied. As in Embodi 
ment 1, planes comprising the loW and high re?ectance 
regions 25 and 26, respectively, can be oblique to each other. 
Also, the optical ?ber 15 can have various end face orien 
tations and the ?ber itself can be oriented With its length 
direction as shoWn in FIGS. 6A - 6C (as discussed above for 
Embodiment 1). 

Embodiment 3 

[0070] The structure of Embodiment 3 of the present 
invention is shoWn in FIG. 5. Light Which emerges from the 
optical ?ber 27 is re?ected by scanning mirror 28, converged 
by lens 29, transmitted through a cover glass 30 and is 
incident onto an object surface 31. After being re?ected by 
the object surface 31, the light retraces the same path, but in 
the reverse direction, returning to the optical ?ber 27. In 
Embodiment 3, the scanning mirror 28 can have the same 
structure as the scanning mirror 17 of Embodiment 2. The 
loW re?ectance region 25 (i.e., the aperture in FIG. 4) is 
used to reduce optical noise arising from unWanted re?ec 
tions at the surfaces of the lens 29 and cover glass 30. 

[0071] The optical system of Embodiment 3 has the fol 
loWing construction and dimensions: 

[0072] the optical path length betWeen the end of the 
optical ?ber 27 and the lens 29 is 2.5 mm; 

[0073] the center thickness of the lens 29 is 1.001 
mm, 

[0074] the distance betWeen the lens 29 and the cover 
glass 30 is 0.2 mm; 

[0075] 
[0076] 

the thickness of the cover glass 30 is 0.3mm; 

the cover glass 30 is made of BK7 glass; 
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[0077] the lens 29 has a refractive index of 1.81 at the 
Wavelength of the sodium d-line (i.e., 587.56 nm); 

[0078] the Abbe number of the material of the lens 29 
is 37.03; and 

[0079] 
[0080] Both surfaces of lens 29 have an aspherical shape, 
With the equation of the asphere being given by Equation (A) 
above. 

[0081] The lens 29 has the following pro?le. The ?rst 
surface of lens 29 (i.e.. the surface nearest the scanning 
mirror 28) has the folloWing parameters for Equation (A): 

the outer diameter of the lens 29 is 1.6 mm. 

C=—O.974708 D=—O.159410. 

[0082] The second surface of lens 29 (i.e., the surface 
nearest the cover glass 30) has the folloWing parameters for 
Equation (A): 

101 C=O.387380><10 D=-0.266492><101 

[0083] The optical ?ber 27, scanning mirror 28, lens 29, 
and cover glass 30 form a miniature confocal optical system 
35 contained in a microscope body 32 Which can be inserted 
into a channel of an endoscope. FIG. 5 also shoWs a mirror 
support 33 for supporting the scanning mirror 28 and a 
spacing ring 34 for setting the distance betWeen the lens 29 
and the cover glass 30. 

[0084] Embodiment 3 has a side-vieW structure in Which 
the lengthWise direction (i.e., the direction of insertion) of 
the miniature confocal optical system 35 and the vieWing 
direction are orthogonal to each other. This embodiment has 
the loW re?ectance region 25 at the center of the scanning 
mirror 28 (i.e., similar to that of Embodiments 1 and 2). This 
alloWs optical noise in the side-vieW type optical system of 
the present embodiment to be reduced. Compared to a 
structure in Which a shading member such as an aperture 
ring is inserted Within the optical system to reduce optical 
noise, this embodiment uses feWer parts, Which thus facili 
tates assembling the optical system. As in Embodiments 1 
and 2, the siZe and position of the loW re?ectance region 25 
may be varied. Also, as in Embodiments 1 and 2, the optical 
?ber 27 can have any of the end structures or ?ber orien 
tations as shoWn in FIGS. 6A - 6C. 

[0085] The invention being thus described, it Will be 
obvious that the same may be varied in many Ways. For 
eXample, the “re?ective surface region” and the region 
termed the “region having a relatively loWer re?ectance 
factor”, may have relative re?ectance factor values different 
than those stated, so long as the “region having a relatively 
loWer re?ectance factor” serves to re?ect the incident light 
from the ?ber in directions such that light that does not scan 
the object, but nevertheless returns to the optical ?ber, is 
greatly reduced in intensity as compared to the light from the 
optical ?ber Which scans the object and is returned to the 
optical ?ber. All modi?cations as Would be obvious to one 
skilled in the art are thus intended to be included Within the 
scope of the folloWing claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A confocal optical system, comprising: 

a pinhole aperture for creating a point light source from 
light that is transmitted through an optical ?ber; 
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an optical scanning system for scanning the light that 
emerges from the pinhole aperture; 

an optical focusing system for focusing the light from the 
pinhole aperture, via the optical scanning system, onto 
or Within an object such that the pinhole aperture and 
the focused light region at the object are at conjugate 
positions of the confocal optical system; 

at least one of the optical scanning system and the optical 
focusing system including a re?ective surface region 
and region that has a different re?ectivity than the 
re?ective surface region, said region that has a different 
re?ectivity serving to reduce the amount of light that is 
returned to the optical ?ber Without having been 
re?ected by the object; 

Wherein light emerges from the pinhole aperture and 
illuminates regions of the object via the optical scan 
ning system and the optical focusing system, and the 
light re?ected by the object is returned to the optical 
?ber via the optical scanning system and the optical 
focusing system. 

2. The confocal optical system according to claim 1, 
Wherein the optical scanning system includes a ?Xed mirror 
and a scanning mirror, both of Which have a re?ective 
surface region, and the region that has a different re?ectivity 
is additionally included on the ?Xed mirror. 

3. The confocal optical system according to claim 2, 
Wherein the pinhole aperture is an end face of the core 
portion of the optical ?ber. 

4. The confocal optical system according to claim 3, 
Wherein said end face has an oblique orientation With respect 
to the length direction of the optical ?ber at said end face. 

5. The confocal optical system according to claim 4, 
Wherein the length direction of the optical ?ber at said end 
face is oriented obliquely to an optical aXis of the optical 
focusing system. 

6. The confocal optical system according to claim 2, 
Wherein the region that has a different re?ectivity is an 
aperture that transmits light. 

7. The confocal optical system according to claim 2, 
Wherein the re?ective surface region and the region that has 
different re?ectivity re?ect light along different optical aXes. 

8. The confocal optical system according to claim 1, 
Wherein the optical scanning system includes a ?Xed mirror 
and a scanning mirror, both of Which have a re?ective 
surface region, and the region that has a different re?ectivity 
is additionally included on the scanning mirror. 

9. The confocal optical system according to claim 8, 
Wherein the pinhole aperture is an end face of the core 
portion of the optical ?ber. 

10. The confocal optical system according to claim 9, 
Wherein said end face has an oblique orientation With respect 
to the length direction of the optical ?ber at said end face. 

11. The confocal optical system according to claim 10, 
Wherein the length direction of the optical ?ber at said end 
face is oriented obliquely to an optical aXis of the optical 
focusing system. 

12. The confocal optical system according to claim 8, 
Wherein the region that has a different re?ectivity is an 
aperture that transmits light. 

13. The confocal optical system according to claim 8, 
Wherein the re?ective surface region and the region that has 
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a different re?ectivity re?ect light along different optical 
axes. 

14. The confocal optical system according to claim 8, 
Wherein an optical aXis of the light emitted from the pinhole 
aperture is nearly parallel With an optical aXis of the optical 
focusing system. 

15. The confocal optical system according to claim 1, 
Wherein the optical scanning system consists of a scanning 
mirror which has a re?ective surface region and a region that 
has a different re?ectivity. 

16. The confocal optical system according to claim 15, 
Wherein the pinhole aperture is an end face of the core 
portion of the optical ?ber. 

17. The confocal optical system according to claim 16, 
Wherein said end face has an oblique orientation With respect 
to the length direction of the optical ?ber at said end face. 

18. The confocal optical system according to claim 17, 
Wherein the -length direction of the optical ?ber at said end 
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face is oriented obliquely to an optical aXis of the optical 
focusing system. 

19. The confocal optical system according to claim 15, 
Wherein the region that has different re?ectivity is an aper 
ture that transmits light. 

20. The confocal optical system according to claim I-, 
Wherein the -re?ective surface region and the region that has 
a different re?ectivity re?ect light along different optical 
axes. 

21. The confocal optical system according to claim 15, 
Wherein the optical aXis of the light from the pinhole 
aperture is nearly orthogonal to an optical aXis of the optical 
focusing system. 

22. The confocal optical system according to claim 1, 
Wherein the light source emits light of loW coherence. 


