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REMOTE ORDERING DEVICE 

[0001] This is a continuation-in-part of US. Pat. Ser. No. 
09/062,093, ?led Apr. 17, 1998, entitled REMOTE ORDER 
ING SYSTEM FOR RESTAURANT DRIVE-UP LANE. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to a remote ordering system 
for a restaurant drive-through lane. 

[0003] The drive-through lanes in many restaurants have 
added a very bene?cial feature for both the consumer and the 
proprietor. The drive-through alloWs the proprietor to 
remain open longer, While the restaurant is being cleaned for 
the neXt day. The drive-through also alloWs more ef?cient 
handling of customers With a reduction in staff count. 

[0004] The customer gets the bene?t of staying in his or 
her vehicle While being serviced. This is especially impor 
tant to young families and to those With mobility problems, 
such as the aged or in?rm. 

[0005] Drive-through lanes have been around for quite 
some time. HoWever, in the typical drive-through lane, a 
customer places an order by speaking into a microphone to 
a an attendant. The quality of these microphones is generally 
poor, resulting in miscommunication and errors in the order. 
By the time the customer ?nds out about the error, he has 
already Waited in line several minutes and must then Wait 
several more minutes for a correct order to be ?lled. This 
results in the loss of customer goodWill. 

[0006] A problem With previous drive-through ordering 
systems that do not use a microphone is that they require the 
customer to lean out of the vehicle to press a button on a 
menu or use a touch screen. This is aWkWard if not impos 

sible for some people, such as very obese people. Also, this 
eXposes the customer to rain, snoW, etc. While the order is 
being placed. Generally speaking, there is no feedback as to 
the type, quantity, or total price of items ordered, and no 
capability to back up to correct an incorrectly-entered item. 

[0007] There is a need for a remote ordering system for a 
drive-through lane that addresses the above problems. Addi 
tionally, the system should provide a completely transport 
able, hand-held remote device that can be assigned to 
customers Who order frequently from the restaurant. Opti 
mally, the device Will have a customer identi?cation Which 
is transmitted With each order so that the restaurant can 
perform statistical analysis. 

[0008] This application also relates to the use of a remote 
ordering device by Wait staff Within a restaurant, to place 
orders, determine the status of orders, and alloW the cus 
tomer to pay the bill either by cash or credit card. 

[0009] This application also relates to a generaliZed 
remote ordering device for customer use inside or outside a 
facility such as a restaurant, auto repair facility, retail store, 
grocery store, airport, or other service facility. The remote 
ordering device is a handheld device that alloWs the cus 
tomer to order products or services and access information. 

[0010] There is a need for a hand held remote device on 
Which a server in a restaurant enters each customer’s food 

and beverage order and then electronically sends the infor 
mation directly to the kitchen Without the server having to 
personally take the order. Each server could handle addi 
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tional tables more ef?ciently, increasing their income, and 
saving the restaurant staff salaries. The device can also have 
a credit card reader and signature “box” for the customer to 
complete the transaction at the table Without having to Wait 
in line at the cash register, or for the Waitress to return With 
a credit slip to sign. 

[0011] There is also a need for a generaliZed remote 
ordering device for customer use inside or outside a facility 
such as a restaurant, auto repair facility, retail store, grocery 
store, airport, or other service facility. The remote ordering 
device is a handheld device that alloWs the customer to order 
and pay for products or services and access information. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] A generaliZed remote ordering apparatus for cus 
tomer and employee use Within a restaurant, auto repair 
facility, retail store, grocery store, airport, or other service 
facility, to place orders, determine the status of orders, 
access information, and alloW the customer to pay the bill 
either by cash or credit card, comprising: 

[0013] (a) an input device having a keypad, a battery, 
a ?rst memory, a ?rst processor, and a transmitter; 
and 

[0014] (b) an ordering station unconnected to said 
input device, said ordering station having a receiver 
tuned to said transmitter, a second processor adapted 
to decode information received from said transmitter 
through said receiver and produce decoded informa 
tion, a display adapted to display said decoded 
information, a second memory adapted to store item 
numbers and prices, and a communications link to a 
point-of-sale system. 

[0015] A principal object and advantage of the present 
invention is that it alloWs the customer to order items from 
a menu in a service facility Without the necessity to speak to 
an attendant. This results in more accurate orders. 

[0016] Another object and advantage of the present inven 
tion is that the server can immediately send the orders to the 
kitchen Without having to personally deliver them. They can 
spend more productive time serving patrons, handle more 
tables, and thus save labor expenses. 

[0017] Another object and advantage of the present inven 
tion is that the orders are received faster, and the server can 
be noti?ed of completed orders as soon as they are prepared 
in the kitchen. Food Will not get cool Waiting for servers to 
pick it up. 

[0018] Another object and advantage of the present inven 
tion is that the individual orders Will be automatically 
entered on the restaurant computer system, to be used in 
inventory management, internal control, and marketing as 
desired. If the patron Wishes to pay cash, or does not Want 
to use a credit card, the order Will be identi?ed electronically 
at the check out register. If the restaurant Wishes to have all 
patrons come to the check out register for control, the credit 
card slip and bill could already be completed saving time at 
the register. The tables that have prepaid could be identi?ed 
at the check out register. 

[0019] Another object and advantage of the present inven 
tion is that customers Who are in a hurry can complete the 
credit card payment When the food is ordered, and not have 
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to Wait for the server to give them the bill. They could leave 
When they are ?nished eating. 

[0020] Another object and advantage of the present inven 
tion is that kitchen staff could alWays read the order, because 
no handWriting is involved. 

[0021] Another object and advantage of the present inven 
tion is that the server’s orders and tips could be constantly 
recorded automatically, even if charged at the table. 

[0022] Another object and advantage of the present inven 
tion is that each server could have their oWn ordering device, 
for easy identi?cation in the kitchen or for personal notes in 
the jacket. 

[0023] The above objects and advantages Would be 
equally applicable for use by a customer at a service facility 
such as a restaurant, auto repair facility, retail store, grocery 
store, airport, etc. 

[0024] The generaliZed remote ordering apparatus may 
also be used by the service facility to alloW the customer to 
select a predetermined order and then enter it remotely. For 
eXample, the service facility may post an order code on a 
World Wide Web page that is correlated to a particular 
predetermined order. After accessing the Web page, the 
customer enters the order code into the input device and, 
While at the service facility, transmits the order code to the 
ordering station. The service facility may provide a menu of 
various order codes for standard orders for all customers. 
Alternatively, the customer’s identi?cation may be veri?ed 
before providing an order code. The service facility may also 
require the customer to enter a credit card number before 
providing the order code. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0025] FIG. 1 is a schematic of the present invention 
shoWn in the conteXt of a restaurant drive-through lane. 

[0026] FIG. 2 is a schematic of the remote hand-held 
device of the present invention. 

[0027] FIG. 3 is an electrical block diagram of the com 
ponents of the remote hand-held device. 

[0028] FIG. 4 is an electrical block diagram of the com 
ponents of the drive-through station. 

[0029] FIG. 5 is a ?oWchart of the data processing method 
of the present invention. 

[0030] 
display. 

[0031] FIG. 6B shoWs the “enter item number” display 
after an item number has been entered. 

[0032] FIG. 7 is a schematic of an “item identi?er and 
quantity” screen With the item quantity ?lled in by the 
customer. 

FIG. 6A is a schematic of an “enter item number” 

[0033] FIG. 8 is a schematic of an “item total” screen. 

[0034] FIG. 9 is a schematic of an “enter/remove/?nish” 
screen. 

[0035] FIG. 10 is a schematic of an “order total” screen. 

[0036] FIG. 11A is a schematic of one embodiment of a 
“remove item” screen. 
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[0037] FIG. 11B is a schematic of another embodiment of 
a “remove item” screen. 

[0038] FIG. 12A is a schematic of an input device for a 
generaliZed remote ordering apparatus. 

[0039] FIG. 12B is a schematic cross-section along the 
lines 12B of FIG. 12A. 

[0040] FIG. 13 is a schematic of an ordering station for a 
generaliZed remote ordering apparatus. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0041] The remote ordering system for a restaurant drive 
through lane of the present invention is generally designated 
in the Figures as reference numeral 10. 

[0042] The remote ordering system 10 comprises an input 
device 12 and a drive-up ordering station 14. The input 
device 12 is unconnected to the drive-up ordering station 14, 
and the input device is used from inside the vehicle V. 
Preferably, the input device 12 is hand-held and is trans 
portable aWay from the drive-up ordering station 14. Mul 
tiple devices 12 may be used, With a separate device being 
assigned to each customer. The input device 12 is preferably 
used Within direct line-of-sight of the drive-up ordering 
station 14. That is, it is not intended that the devices operate 
While greatly separated, as for eXample over a telephone 
netWork. 

[0043] Preferably, the input device 12 has a keypad 16, 
battery 18, a ?rst memory 20, a ?rst processor 22, and a 
transmitter 24. The ?rst memory 20 and ?rst processor 22 
may be discrete components, or they may both be in an 
Application Speci?c Integrated Circuit (ASIC) as seen in 
FIG. 3. A customer identi?cation number may be stored in 
the ?rst memory 20 for transmission to the drive-up ordering 
station With the order. 

[0044] The keypad 16 further preferably comprises a 
number of numeric keys 16a, an enter key 16b, a remove key 
16c, a quantity add key 16d, a quantity subtract key 166, and 
a start/?nish key 16f, as seen in FIG. 2. 

[0045] The drive-up ordering station 14 has a posted 
visual menu 30 Which has the description and order number 
of various food items. A receiver 32 is tuned to the trans 
mitter 24. The station 14 also has a second processor 34 
Which is adapted to decode information received from the 
transmitter 24 through the receiver 32 and produce decoded 
information. The decoded information, for eXample, item 
description and price, is displayed on a display 36. A second 
memory 38 stores item numbers, descriptions, and prices 
Which may be received from a point-of-sale system 40 
through a communications link 42. The second memory 38 
and second processor 34 may be discrete components, or 
they may both be in an Application Speci?c Integrated 
Circuit (ASIC) as seen in FIG. 4. 

[0046] The transmitter 24 and receiver 32 may operate 
either With radio frequency (RF) transmissions or With 
infrared (IR) transmissions. 

[0047] The remote ordering system 10 further comprises 
remote softWare executing in the ?rst processor 22 and 
managing the remote input device 12; and ordering station 
softWare executing in the second processor 34 managing the 
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ordering station 14. A?oWchart of the remote software and 
ordering station softWare is shoWn in FIG. 5. 

[0048] First, the ordering station softWare displays a “Wel 
come” screen on the display 36. The Welcome screen may 
invite the customer to initiate a transaction by pressing the 
start key 16f on the remote device 12. 

[0049] The customer then presses the start key 16f on the 
remote device 12, causing a signal to be sent from the 
transmitter 24 to the receiver 32. The start signal is decoded 
by the ordering station softWare executing in the second 
processor 34. Optionally, a customer identi?cation may be 
sent With the start signal or as a separate transmission. 

[0050] In the next step, the ordering station softWare 
causes an “enter item number” screen (FIG. 6A) to be 
displayed on the display 36. The item numbers available to 
the customer Will be shoWn on the posted menu 30 along 
With a description of the item (hamburger, cheeseburger, 
etc.) associated With the item number. 

[0051] In response to the “enter item number screen”, the 
customer presses one or more of the numeric keys 16a to 
input the item number (FIG. 6B). The customer then ini 
tiates transmission of the item number to the ordering station 
14 by, for example, pressing the “enter” key 16b. 

[0052] The item number is received by the receiver 32 and 
decoded by the ordering station softWare executing in the 
second processor 34. The ordering station softWare then 
associates the item number With an item description by 
looking in a table held in the second memory 38. 

[0053] Next, the ordering station softWare sends an “item 
identi?er and quantity” screen (FIG. 7) to the display 36. 
This screen invites the customer to enter the quantity of this 
item desired. 

[0054] The customer inputs the quantity of this item 
desired by using the numeric keys 16a and optionally the 
quantity add key 16d and/or quantity subtract key 166. The 
customer then initiates transmission of the item quantity by, 
for example, pressing the “enter” key 16b. 

[0055] The receiver 32 receives the item quantity for the 
?rst item and passes this to the second processor 34 for 
decoding. The second processor then makes an entry for the 
quantity of the ?rst item in the second memory 38. The 
second processor looks up the price of this item from a table 
maintained in the second memory 38 and calculates an item 
total for the ?rst item. The ordering station softWare then 
transmits an item total screen (FIG. 8) for the ?rst item to 
the display 36. 

[0056] When the customer presses the “enter” key again, 
a transmission signaling pressing of the “enter” key is sent 
to the ordering station 14. The ordering station softWare then 
transmits an “enter/remove/?nish” screen (FIG. 9) to the 
display 36. 

[0057] The customer has three choices by Which he may 
respond to the “enter/remove/?nish” screen. 

[0058] If the “enter” key is pressed, the remote device 12 
signals the ordering station 14 to bring up an “enter item 
number” screen (FIG. 6A) to begin the process described 
above for ordering another item. 
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[0059] If the “remove” key 16c is pressed, the remote 
device 12 signals the ordering station to bring up a “remove 
item” screen (FIG. 11A). This screen Will list the item(s) 
ordered by item number, description, and quantity and 
display an order total. Optionally, the order subtotals may 
also be displayed (FIG. 11B). By using the numeric keys 
16a, the customer indicates Which item number to remove, 
then presses the “enter” key to signal the ordering station 
softWare to remove that item from the order. The ordering 
station softWare then redisplays the “enter/remove/?nish” 
screen. 

[0060] If the “?nish” key 16f is pressed, the remote device 
12 signals the ordering station to calculate an order total for 
all items and quantities ordered. The ordering station soft 
Ware then causes an order total screen (FIG. 10) to be 
displayed on the display 36. 

[0061] The ordering station softWare then sends the order 
information to the point-of-sale system via the communica 
tions link 42. 

[0062] The point-of-sale system may load item numbers, 
descriptions, and prices into the ordering station through the 
communication link 42. 

[0063] A generaliZed remote ordering apparatus comprises 
an input device 112 having a keypad 116, a battery 18, a ?rst 
memory 20, a ?rst processor 22, and a transmitter 24 (see 
FIGS. 3 and 12A). The ?rst memory 20 and ?rst processor 
22 may be discrete components, or they may both be in an 
Application Speci?c Integrated Circuit (ASIC) as seen in 
FIG. 3. A user/server indicator may be stored in the ?rst 
memory 20 for transmission to the ordering station 140 to 
identify the user/server. 

[0064] The remote ordering apparatus further comprises 
an ordering station 140 unconnected to the input device 112, 
the ordering station 140 having receiver 32 tuned to the 
transmitter 24. The remote ordering station 140 also has a 
second processor 34 Which is adapted to decode information 
received from the transmitter 24 through the receiver 32 and 
produce decoded information. The remote ordering station 
140 also has a display 36 adapted to display the decoded 
information. A second memory 38 stores item numbers, 
descriptions, and prices Which may be received from a 
point-of-sale system 40 through a communications link 42. 
The second memory 38 and second processor 34 may be 
discrete components, or they may both be in an Application 
Speci?c Integrated Circuit (ASIC) as seen in FIG. 4. 

[0065] The input device 112 may have a display WindoW 
114 for displaying information. Preferably, the display Win 
doW 114 is a liquid crystal display. 

[0066] The input device 112 may have an order ready 
indicator 118 Which is turned on by transmission from the 
ordering station 140 When an order is ready for pickup. 
Preferably, the order ready indicator is a lighted indicator 
such as an LED, but could also be a chime or vibrator. 

[0067] The keypad 116 preferably has a plurality of 
numeric keys 116A to input selections from menu items and 
customer data. Most preferably, the numeric keys 116A 
further comprise keys labeled 0 through 9, as shoWn in FIG. 
12A. For example, a standard telephone keypad could be 
used as the numeric keys 116A. 
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[0068] The keypad 116 further comprises an order send 
button 120 Which is pressed to transmit an order to the 
ordering station 140. 

[0069] The keypad 116 further comprises a recall/change 
button 122 Which can be used to recall or change a previ 
ously submitted order by entering the order number and 
pressing the recall/change button 122. 

[0070] The input device 112 preferably has a credit card 
slot 128 for sWiping a credit card to read the magnetic strip 
on the credit card. The input device 112 may also have a 
credit card signature block 126 adapted to electronically 
record the signature of a credit card holder. 

[0071] The transmitter 24 and receiver 32 may operate 
either With radio frequency (RF) transmissions or With 
infrared (IR) transmissions. Preferably, RF transmissions are 
used. 

[0072] The remote ordering apparatus preferably com 
prises a plurality of the input devices 112, each of said 
plurality of input devices 112 being separately transportable 
aWay from the ordering station 140. 

[0073] Acustomer of the service facility may place orders 
or acquire other information from the service facility by 
means of a method using the generaliZed remote ordering 
apparatus. 

[0074] The service facility provides an order code to the 
customer Who is using the input device, after correlating the 
order code to a predetermined order. For example, order 
code 1 could be correlated to a hamburger, fries, and a coke. 
The user of the input device then enters the order code into 
the input device 112 by means of the keypad 116 and presses 
the order send button 120, Which causes the order number to 
be transmitted to the ordering station. The user may operate 
the input device 112 either inside or outside the service 
facility, depending on the range of the transmitter 24. 

[0075] To provide order codes to the general public, the 
oWner of the service facility may post a menu of order codes 
on a World Wide Web page. For eXample, if a retail store is 
having a special promotion, the store may post order codes 
for items Which are on sale on its Web site. The shopper then 
prints out a list of these order codes and, after entering the 
store, enters the order codes into the input device 112 and 
transmits them to the ordering station 140. 

[0076] Alternatively, the service facility could also pro 
vide a catalog for use by a customer, With each customer 
being given an input device for shopping, and the catalog 
having the order codes. The input device 112 could be 
programmed to accept a number of order codes and transmit 
them serially to the ordering station 140 With one press of 
the order send button. When the order is ready, the order 
ready indicator Will be turned on, and the customer may pick 
up the order. 

[0077] In an alternative arrangement, the service facility 
may reveal an order code, on a Web site or otherWise, only 
after verifying the identity of the requester, and may addi 
tionally require the requester to pay for the order With a 
credit card number before receiving the order code. In 
another arrangement, the requester pays for the order after 
entering it by sWiping his credit card through the credit card 
slot 128, Which transmits the credit card number and eXpi 
ration date to the point-of-sale system through the ordering 
station 140. 
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[0078] The input device 112 may be incorporated into a 
cellular telephone, so that orders may be transmitted to the 
service facility over the telephone netWork. 

[0079] The present invention may be embodied in other 
speci?c forms Without departing from the spirit or essential 
attributes thereof, and it is therefore desired that the present 
embodiment be considered in all respects as illustrative and 
not restrictive, reference being made to the appended claims 
rather than to the foregoing description to indicate the scope 
of the invention. 

What is claimed: 
1. A generaliZed remote ordering apparatus for customer 

and employee use Within a restaurant, auto repair facility, 
retail store, grocery store, airport, or other service facility, to 
place orders, determine the status of orders, access infor 
mation, and alloW the customer to pay the bill either by cash 
or credit, comprising: 

(a) an input device having a keypad, a battery, a ?rst 
memory, a ?rst processor, and a transmitter; and 

(b) an ordering station unconnected to said input device, 
said ordering station having a receiver tuned to said 
transmitter, a second processor adapted to decode infor 
mation received from said transmitter through said 
receiver and produce decoded information, a display 
adapted to display said decoded information, a second 
memory adapted to store item numbers and prices, and 
a communications link to a point-of-sale system. 

2. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 1, further 
comprising a plurality of said input devices, each of said 
plurality of input devices being separately transportable 
aWay from said ordering station. 

3. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 1, further 
comprising a user/server indicator in said ?rst memory, said 
user/server indicator being transmitted to said ordering 
station to identify the user/server. 

4. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 1, further 
comprising a display WindoW in said input device. 

5. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 4, Wherein said 
display WindoW is a liquid crystal display. 

6. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 1, further 
comprising an order ready indicator in said input device. 

7. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 6, Wherein said 
order ready indicator is a lighted indicator. 

8. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said 
keypad further comprises a plurality of numeric keys 
adapted to input selections from menu items and customer 
data. 

9. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 8, Wherein said 
plurality of numeric keys further comprises ten keys labeled 
0 through 9. 

10. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 1, Wherein 
said keypad further comprises an order send button. 

11. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 1, Wherein 
said keypad further comprises an order recall/change button. 

12. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 1, further 
comprising a credit card slot adapted to read the magnetic 
strip on a credit card. 

13. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 1, further 
comprising a credit card signature block adapted to elec 
tronically record the signature of a credit card holder. 

14. The remote ordering apparatus of claim 1, Wherein 
said input device communicates With said ordering station 
by radio frequency transmission. 
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15. A method of remote ordering using the remote order 
ing apparatus of claim 1, comprising the steps of: 

(a) the service facility providing an order code to the user 
of the input device, the order code being correlated to 
a particular predetermined order; 

and 

(b) the user of the input device entering the order code 
into the input device, then transmitting the order code 
to the ordering station. 
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16. The method of claim 15, Wherein the order code is 
provided on a World Wide Web page. 

17. The method of claim 15, further comprising the step 
of verifying the user’s identi?cation before providing the 
order code. 

18. The method of claim 15, further comprising the step 
of paying for the order code With a credit card number. 


