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UPPER GARMENT WITH AN INFLATABLE 
COLLAR 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This is a continuation-in-part of US. application 
Ser. No. 09/412,514?led Oct. 5, 1999, the disclosure of 
Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to an upper garment and, 
more particularly, to an upper garment equipped With an 
in?atable collar. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Long distance traveling by many kinds of carriers 
(for example, planes, trains or cars) requires travelers to stay 
on their seats for a long time and often causes some fatigue 
to their bodies, especially to their heads due to shaking of the 
carriers. While most seats are equipped With a headrest, such 
a headrest is not generally designed to prevent the travelers’ 
heads from being shaken. Accordingly, conventional head 
rests are not effective in preventing on-board fatigue. For 
instance, delicate quaking or inclining of carriers may cause 
intense shaking to a boarder sleeping With the neck unstably 
laid on the headrest or With the head on the backrest of the 
seat and may thereby disturb the boarder and cause consid 
erable fatigue or pain in the neck and/or shoulders. 

[0004] To address the above-mentioned problems, a pil 
loW for use in traveling has been proposed. The pilloW is 
designed to keep the Wearer’s head safe regardless of the 
carrier’s rocking and is given out to airplane passengers for 
use during a long ?ight. 

[0005] Korean Utility Model Laid-Open No. 87-14367 
discloses one type of air pilloW 1 having a U-shape (see 
FIG. 1). More particularly, the air pilloW I has a tube 3 
Which is formed by a cloth 2 made from a sealing material 
and is provided With an air cock 4 for injecting and releasing 
air. The air pilloW I of FIG. 1 may be Worn around the user’s 
neck for placing the neck and head of the user U safely on 
the backrest and/or headrest of a seat S, as shoWn in FIG. 2. 
The air pilloW 1 is adapted to be carried and used Without 
dif?culty by injecting air thereinto and Wearing it around the 
neck during a ?ight or journey. That is, the user U may lean 
against the backrest of the seat S With the air pilloW I being 
Worn around the neck and held against the backrest or the 
headrest, resisting the carrier’s rocking and keeping his or 
her head safe and comfortable. HoWever, because the air 
pilloW 1 is a separate and/or discrete article or merchandise, 
it may not be available When needed or may be inadvertently 
lost or misplaced. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] This invention has been made to solve the prob 
lems mentioned above. It is an object of the present inven 
tion to provide an upper garment With a collar Which can 
function as an air pilloW by injecting air into the collar to 
safely bolster or support the Wearer’s neck and/or head 
against a backrest or headrest of a seat. 

[0007] It is another object of the invention to eliminate the 
necessity of carrying a separate air pilloW for use While 
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traveling by cars or airplanes. To attain the above objects, 
the present invention provides an upper garment With an 
in?atable collar formed With a sealed cavity and at least an 
air cock. 

[0008] According to an aspect of the present invention, the 
collar is made of a sealing-treated ?ber or cloth Which forms 
an air-tight cavity therein. According to another aspect of the 
present invention, the cavity in the collar is formed by a tube 
With an air cock mounted in or on the collar. The in?atable 
collar of the upper garment according to the present inven 
tion may be transformed into an air pilloW, When air is 
injected into the cavity therein, and used to bolster or 
support the Wearer’s neck and head against the backrest or 
headrest of a seat in a car, airplane, etc. so that fatigue may 
be alleviated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] The detailed characteristics and other bene?ts Will 
be better understood from the folloWing detailed description 
of various preferred embodiments of the invention in con 
junction With the accompanying draWings in Which: 

[0010] 

[0011] 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an air pilloW; 

FIG. 2 shoWs the air pilloW of FIG. 1 in use; 

[0012] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of an upper garment 
according to a ?rst preferred embodiment of the present 
invention; 

[0013] FIG. 4a is a cross-sectional vieW of the collar taken 
along section line 4-4 in FIG. 3; 

[0014] FIG. 4b is a vieW similar to FIG. 4a, eXcept that 
the collar is in?ated With air; 

[0015] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of a tube eXtracted 
from the collar of FIG. 3; 

[0016] FIG. 6 shoWs the upper garment of FIG. 1 With the 
collar in?ated With air and Worn by a man leaning against the 
backrest of a seat; 

[0017] FIG. 7a is a rear perspective vieW of an upper 
garment With an in?atable collar according to a second 
preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

[0018] FIG. 7b is a cross-sectional vieW of the collar of 
FIG. 7a With a tube therein; 

[0019] FIG. 8a shoWs the tube of FIG. 7b draWn out of a 
cavity in the collar; 

[0020] FIG. 8b is a cutaWay vieW of the collar shoWn in 
FIG. 7a and in?ated With air; 

[0021] FIG. 9a is a cross-sectional vieW of a collar of an 
upper garment according to a third preferred embodiment of 
the invention; 

[0022] FIG. 9b is a cross-sectional vieW of the collar of 
FIG. 9a With air injected therein; 

[0023] FIG. 9c is an enlarged vieW of a portion of the 
collar shoWn in FIG. 9a; 

[0024] FIG. 9a' is an enlarged vieW of a portion of the 
collar shoWn in FIG. 9b; 
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[0025] FIG. 10a is a perspective vieW of an upper garment 
With an in?atable collar according to a fourth preferred 
embodiment of the invention; 

[0026] FIG. 10b is a cross-sectional vieW of the collar of 
FIG. 10a; and 

[0027] FIG. 11 is a vieW of a modi?ed version of the 
garment shoWn in FIGS. 7a-8b. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE 

INVENTION 

[0028] FIGS. 3-5 illustrate an upper garment (e.g., a 
jacket) 10 constructed in accordance With a ?rst embodiment 
of the present invention. More particularly, the upper gar 
ment 10 has an in?atable collar 11. A plastic tube 12 is 
formed in the collar 11 and is siZed and shaped such that air 
can be injected or released into or from the tube 12 for 
in?ating or de?ating the collar 11. The tube 12 preferably 
has a circular or oval shape in cross-section With a proper 
curvature to conform to the siZe and the shape of the collar 
11 When in?ated. The tube 12 is also equipped With a 
conventional air cock 13 extending through the collar 11 and 
eXposed out of the collar 11 such that it is accessible by a 
user U (see FIG. 6) for in?ating or de?ating the tube 12 (i.e., 
for injecting or releasing air to or from same). The tube 12 
is placed in a cavity formed by the collar 11. It is desirable 
to seW or fasten a margin 14 (see FIG. 5) of the tube 12, 
preferably its opposing ends, to a corresponding part of the 
collar 11 for maintaining the tube 12 in the cavity of the 
collar 11. 

[0029] The collar 11 is preferably provided With a siZe 
larger than the collar of a conventional clothing so that it can 
surround and bolster (i.e., support) the Wearer’s neck and 
thus function as an air pilloW When in use. Therefore, the 
upper garment 10 is suitable for use as a safari jacket With 
a collar 11 bigger than that of a conventional clothing. 
Alternatively, the collar 11 can be provided With a conven 
tional siZe. 

[0030] In use, the upper garment 10 can be Worn With the 
collar 11 in its in?ated state or ?at (i.e., de?ated) state. For 
instance, When the collar 11 is not used as a pilloW, air is 
released from the collar 11. In this manner, the collar 11 can 
be in its ?at condition so as not to cause any inconvenience 
or discomfort to the user in Wearing the jacket 10 or Working 
With the jacket 10 on. 

[0031] When used as a pilloW, for instance, during a long 
journey in a car or airplane, the collar 11 is in?ated by 
injecting air into the tube 12 of the collar 11 through the air 
cock 13, With the jacket 10 Worn or not Worn on the user U 
(see FIG. 6). As a result, the collar 11 becomes in?ated in 
an arc shape so as to surround and bolster or support the 
user’s neck. Thus, the collar 11 of the upper garment 10 is 
adapted to keep the user’s neck against a backrest or 
headrest of a seat S comfortable While on board. In this 
manner, the collar 11 is adapted to diminish fatigue to the 
user U by, for instance, suppressing the shaking of the user’s 
head. 

[0032] It should be appreciated that the jacket 10 has 
numerous advantages over the prior art discussed above. For 
instance, as indicated above, the collar 11, When in?ated, can 
be used as an air pilloW for supporting the neck of a Wearer. 
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Moreover, the in?atable collar 11 can also be used as a 
muf?er Worn around the neck of a Wearer. By Way of 
eXample, the collar 11 can be partially or fully in?ated so as 
to surround the Wearer’s neck and insulate his or her body 
and/or neck. In this manner, the collar 11 can be used as a 

shield against Wind, debris, etc. 

[0033] It should be noted that the upper garment 10 can 
have numerous modi?cations and variations. For instance, 
the upper garment 10 can be any type of clothing adapted to 
be Worn on an upper body (e.g., coats, blaZers, vests, etc.). 
Moreover, the collar 11 can be provided With many different 
shapes and siZes, depending upon, for instance, user pref 
erences or application requirements. Further, the tube 12 can 
be made from any suitable materials. Moreover, While the 
upper garment 10 is particularly suitable for use during a 
long journey in a car or airplane, it has a Wide range of 
applications. For instance, the upper garment 10 can be used 
during an outdoor picnic or can be used While reading books, 
magaZines, etc. The upper garment 10 can also be used as a 
pilloW While resting on a ground in a lying position. In 
addition, a manual pump can be attached to the air cock 13 
for injecting air into the tube 12. Further, the outer layer of 
the collar 11 (i.e., the collar layer remote from the air cock 
13 in FIGS. 3 and 4a) can be made from a material different 
from the inner layer of the collar 11 (i.e., the collar layer 
adjacent to the air cock 13 in FIGS. 3 and 4a). More 
particularly, since the inner collar layer comes in contact 
With the user’s neck, it is preferably made from a natural 
?ber material or synthetic ?ber-like material so as to provide 
a comfortable touch or feeling to the user U. HoWever, 
because the outer collar layer does not come in contact With 
the user’s neck during use, it can be made from any type of 
materials. Alternatively, the outer collar layer can be com 
pletely eliminated, eXposing the tube 12. 

[0034] FIGS. 7a-8b illustrate an upper garment 10 con 
structed in accordance With a second embodiment of the 
present invention. More particularly, the upper garment 10 
has an in?atable collar 11 formed With an incision part (i.e., 
an opening) in a rear side of the collar 11. The opening is 
provided With a suf?cient length so as to permit a tube 12 
mounted Within the collar 11 to be pulled out through the 
opening. The opening may be provided With an opening/ 
closing mechanism 15, such as a Zipper or a “VELCRO” 
fastener. In this case, a part of the tube 12 is ?Xed on or to 
the collar 11, and, unlike the embodiment of FIGS. 3-6, there 
is no need to mount an air cock 13 of the tube 12 through or 
on the collar 11. 

[0035] Referring to FIGS. 7a and 7b, the tube 12 may be 
placed in the collar 11, Which may then be closed up by the 
Zipper 15, after air has been discharged therefrom. In this 
manner, the upper garment 10 can be used as a conventional 
jacket, as shoWn in FIGS. 7a and 7b. In order to use the tube 
12 as an air pilloW, the tube 12 is draWn out of the collar 11 
after the opening is unZipped and opened With the Zipper 15, 
as shoWn in FIG. 8a. Air is then injected into the tube 12 
through the air cock 13 (see FIG. 8b). As a result, the tube 
12 becomes in?ated for girding or supporting the Wearer’s 
neck Without being separated from the collar 11. At this 
point, the collar 11 is positioned betWeen the Wearer’s neck 
and the tube 12 and hence prevents the tube 12 from directly 
contacting the Wearer’s neck, preventing the Wearer U from 
feeling the touch of the tube material. 
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[0036] It should be noted that the upper garment 10 shown 
in FIGS. 7a-8b can have numerous modi?cations and varia 
tions. For instance, the tube 12 can be made to be detached 
from the collar 11 (see FIG. 11) via a fastener 16. In this 
regard, any suitable fasteners (e.g., clips, “VELCRO” fas 
teners, buttons, Zippers) can be used for removably attaching 
the tube 12 to the collar 11. In this manner, the tube 12 can 
be removed from the upper garment 10 to be cleaned or 
stored externally or to be replaced With another tube. 

[0037] A third embodiment of the present invention is 
illustrated in FIGS. 9a-9a'. More particularly, an upper 
garment 20 is provided With an in?atable collar 21, Which 
functions as a tube With a cavity 22 therein. In this regard, 
an air cock 23 is provided on one side of the collar 21. The 
collar 21 of this embodiment is made of a sealing-treated 
?ber or cloth for preventing air leakage. That is, the collar 
21 is coated With a layer 24 of a sealing material on an inner 
side of the collar 21 so as to make the cavity 22 air-tight. 
While any type of sealing materials can be used in this 
regard, nylon, urethane or silicone resin is particularly 
suitable. The collar 21 of this embodiment has the same 
effect as that of the ?rst and second embodiments shoWn in 
FIGS. 3-8b Without an eXtra tube provided in the collar 21. 

[0038] FIGS. 10a and 10b shoW an upper garment 30 
constructed in accordance With a fourth embodiment of the 
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present invention. More particularly, the garment 30 has a 
double-layered collar 31 having an air-tight cavity 31. As in 
the embodiments discussed above, When air is injected into 
the cavity 32 through an air cock 33, the collar 31 is in?ated 
for surrounding the user’s neck (as shoWn in FIG. 10b in 
broken line representation) so as to be used as an air pilloW. 

[0039] It Will be understood that the embodiments 
described herein are merely eXemplary and that a person 
skilled in the art may make many variations and modi?ca 
tions, including those discussed above, Without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. All such varia 
tions and modi?cations are intended to be included Within 
the scope of the invention as de?ned in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A garment With an in?atable collar, said garment 

comprising: a neck portion; a collar attached to said neck 
portion of said garment, said collar having an enclosed 
cavity; an in?atable tube completely enclosed in said collar 
having a dimension suitable to comfortably support the 
Wearer’s head and neck against a headrest of a chair When 
said tube is in?ated; and a member communicating With said 
tube for injecting and discharging air, Wherein said tube is 
manually in?ated through said member. 

* * * * * 


