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PHOTODETECTOR AND METHOD FOR 
FABRICATING THE SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a photodetector 
and more particularly relates to a high-speed photodetector 
With the capacitance at its pad portion reduced by forming 
a mesa-shaped light-absorbing layer on part of a semi 
insulating semiconductor substrate and an electrode pad an 
another part thereof, respectively. 

[0002] A photodetector for use in ?ber optics communi 
cation, Which exhibits a photosensitivity to some incident 
radiation With a long Wavelength ranging from 1.3 pm to 
1.55 pm, may be implemented typically as a pin photodiode 
made of InGaAs and InP compound semiconductors. Apin 
photodiode of this type often has its response speed 
restricted by a CR time constant, Which is a product of the 
capacitance of the photodiode and a load resistance. Accord 
ingly, to increase the response speed of a pin photodiode, the 
photodiode needs to have a reduced capacitance. 

[0003] And to reduce the capacitance of a photodiode, not 
only the junction capacitance but also the capacitance asso 
ciated With its electrode pad should be reduced as Well. In 
high-speed photodetectors (or photodiodes) of today, in 
particular, the photodiode section thereof has a much smaller 
siZe. Accordingly, a ring electrode (typically With a diameter 
of about 35 pm) formed on the photodiode section is noW 
smaller in siZe than an electrode pad (typically With a 
diameter of about 80 um) extended from, and disposed near, 
the ring electrode. For that reason, the capacitance of the 
electrode pad has a considerable effect on the response speed 
of the photodiode. In a knoWn structure specially designed 
to reduce the pad capacitance, a thick insulating ?lm of 
polyimide is interposed betWeen the electrode pad and a 
semiconductor layer. HoWever, to further reduce and almost 
eliminate the pad capacitance, another knoWn structure 
includes: a mesa-shaped light-absorbing layer on part of a 
semi-insulating semiconductor substrate; and an electrode 
pad on another part thereof on Which the light-absorbing 
layer does not exist. 

[0004] A photodetector With such a structure is disclosed, 
for example, in Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 
5 -82829. FIG. 9 schematically illustrates the structure of the 
photodetector disclosed in this publication. 

[0005] The photodetector 500 shoWn in FIG. 9 includes 
photodiode mesa 505 and pad mesa 506 that are formed on 
a semi-insulating InP substrate 501. More speci?cally, the 
photodiode mesa 505 includes n+-InP, n_-InGaAs and n-InP 
layers 502, 503 and 504, Which are stacked in this order on 
part of the substrate 501. On the other hand, the pad mesa 
506 also includes the n+-InP, n_-InGaAs and n-InP layers 
502, 503 and 504, Which are stacked in this order on another 
part of the substrate 501 Where the photodiode mesa 505 
does not exist. A pad electrode 511 is formed on the upper 
surface of the pad mesa 506. 

[0006] The photodiode mesa 505 further includes a 
p+-type doped region 507 that has been formed by heavily 
doping part of the n-InP layer 504 With a p-type dopant so 
that the dopant reaches the InGaAs layer 503 as a light 
absorbing layer. And an insulating ?lm 510 of SiN has been 
deposited over the substrate 501. A p-side electrode 508 is 
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formed on the insulating ?lm 510 and is electrically con 
nected to part of the doped region 507. An n-side electrode 
509 is also formed on the insulating ?lm 510 but is electri 
cally connected to part of the n-InP layer 504 Where the 
doped region 507 does not exist. The p-side electrode 508 on 
the photodiode mesa 505 is connected to the pad electrode 
511 on the pad mesa 506 by Way of an interconnect 512 that 
has been formed on the insulating ?lm 510. 

[0007] In the photodetector 500 shoWn in FIG. 9, part of 
the n+-InP layer 502, Which existed betWeen the photodiode 
and pad mesas 505 and 506 originally, has been removed 
completely to electrically isolate the photodiode and pad 
mesas 505 and 506 from each other. The n+-InP layer 502 
Will be herein called a “semiconductor conductive layer”. 
HoWever, the semiconductor conductive layer 502 and semi 
conductor substrate 501 are both made of InP, and it is 
dif?cult to etch aWay that part alone as intended. For that 
reason, in the knoWn photodiode 500, the semiconductor 
conductive layer 502 is etched rather deep and the surface of 
the substrate 501 is also etched aWay partially to remove that 
part of the semiconductor conductive layer 502 located 
betWeen the photodiode and pad mesas 505 and 506 com 
pletely. As a result, the photodiode and pad mesas 505 and 
506 can be isolated electrically, but the respective heights of 
the mesas 505 and 506 as measured from the surface of the 
substrate 501 are higher than the originally designed ones. 

[0008] The higher the photodiode and pad mesas 505 and 
506, the harder it is to form the interconnect 512 and bridge 
these mesas 505 and 506 together as designed. This is 
because Where the mesas 505 and 506 are so high, part of the 
interconnect 512 located around the corner betWeen the 
photodiode or pad mesa 505 and 506 and the substrate 501 
easily peels off. That is to say, to form the interconnect 512 
more reliably, the mesas 505 and 506 should preferably have 
their heights reduced. In the knoWn photodetector 500, 
hoWever, the heights of the photodiode and pad mesas 505 
and 506 exceed the minimum required ones to completely 
isolate these mesas 505 and 506 electrically from each other. 

[0009] In addition, the photodetector 500 shoWn in FIG. 9 
also has a non-negligibly large interconnect capacitance. In 
the photodetector 500, the pad electrode 511 and part of the 
interconnect 512 on the substrate 501 create no parasitic 
capacitance. HoWever, another part of the interconnect 512 
on the photodiode mesa 505 does create some interconnect 
capacitance. Where the photodetector 500 should operate at 
a high speed With the area of the doped region 507 mini 
miZed, this interconnect capacitance is non-negligibly large 
compared to the junction capacitance thereof. Particularly 
When the insulating ?lm 510 located betWeen the intercon 
nect 512 and the n-InP layer 504 (Which Will be herein 
sometimes called a “WindoW layer”) is made of a single SiN 
layer, the interconnect capacitance increases noticeably. The 
reason is as folloWs. Firstly, the SiN layer should be thin 
enough because cracks Would be formed easily otherWise. 
Also, an SiN ?lm has a higher dielectric constant than that 
of any other insulating ?lm (e.g., SiO2 ?lm). 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a photodetector that can be mass-produced easily. 

[0011] Another object of this invention is to provide a 
high-performance photodetector With an optical ?ltering 
function. 
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[0012] Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
high-speed photodetector With a reduced interconnect 
capacitance. 

[0013] An inventive photodetector includes semi-insulat 
ing semiconductor substrate, semiconductor conductive 
layer, light-absorbing layer, Wide bandgap layer and doped 
region. The conductive layer has been formed on a surface 
region of the substrate and has electrical conductivity. The 
light-absorbing layer has been formed on the conductive 
layer and absorbs light that has been incident on the pho 
todetector. The Wide bandgap layer has been formed on the 
light-absorbing layer and has a bandgap Wider than that of 
the light-absorbing layer. And the doped region has been 
de?ned in the Wide bandgap layer by doping part of the Wide 
bandgap layer With a dopant that reaches the light-absorbing 
layer. In this photodetector, the conductive layer has etch 
susceptibility different from that of the substrate. 

[0014] In the photodetector according to a ?rst aspect of 
the present invention, the conductive layer has etch suscep 
tibility different from that of the substrate. Accordingly, by 
using an etchant (e.g., an etchant containing hydrochloric 
acid) that etches the conductive layer selectively With 
respect to the substrate, the conductive layer can be etched 
just as intended. That is to say, the etch process may be 
stopped as soon as the surface of the substrate is eXposed. 
Thus, the etch process is controllable much more easily and 
there is no need to remove the uppermost part of the 
substrate. Accordingly, the mesas do not increase their 
heights too much. As a result, the interconnect can be formed 
easily and the photodetector of this type is mass-producible. 
Also, Where a semiconductor multilayer structure (i.e., pho 
todiode mesa), including the semiconductor conductive, 
light-absorbing and Wide bandgap layers, has stepped side 
faces, a photoresist pattern, determining the shape of the 
interconnect, can be de?ned better compared to a mesa With 
no stepped side faces. Thus, the interconnect can be formed 
even more satisfactorily. 

[0015] In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
substrate, conductive layer, light-absorbing layer and Wide 
bandgap layer may be made of InP, InGaAsP, InGaAs and 
InP, respectively. 

[0016] In another embodiment, InGaAsP as a material for 
the conductive layer may have an absorption edge longer 
than 0.93 pm and shorter than 1.55 pm. 

[0017] In still another embodiment, the conductive layer 
may be an n-type semiconductor layer, the dopant may be a 
p-type dopant and the light-absorbing layer may function as 
an intrinsic layer of a pin photodiode. And the photodetector 
may further include: an n-side electrode, Which makes an 
electrical contact With the conductive layer; and a p-side 
electrode, Which makes an electrical contact With the doped 
region. 

[0018] In yet another embodiment, a semiconductor mul 
tilayer structure, including the semiconductor conductive, 
light-absorbing and Wide bandgap layers, may have been 
formed on said surface region of the substrate. A second 
semiconductor conductive layer may have been formed on 
another surface region of the substrate and may be electri 
cally isolated from the conductive layer included in the 
multilayer structure. Apad for use to electrically connect the 
photodetector to an external unit may have been formed on 
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the second conductive layer. And the pad may be electrically 
connected to the doped region that has been de?ned in said 
part of the Wide bandgap layer in the multilayer structure. 

[0019] In this particular embodiment, a ring electrode With 
an opening at the center thereof has preferably been formed 
on the doped region. And the ring electrode is preferably 
connected to the pad by Way of an interconnect that has been 
formed on an insulating ?lm. The insulating ?lm preferably 
covers the surface of the multilayer structure. 

[0020] Alternatively or additionally, the semiconductor 
conductive, light-absorbing and Wide bandgap layers, mak 
ing up the multilayer structure, have preferably been stacked 
one upon the other to make a level difference eXist betWeen 
each of these layers and an adjacent one of the layers. 

[0021] Another inventive photodetector includes semi 
insulating semiconductor substrate, semiconductor conduc 
tive layer, light-absorbing layer, carrier barrier layer, Wide 
bandgap layer and doped region. The conductive layer has 
been formed on a surface region of the substrate and has 
electrical conductivity. The light-absorbing layer absorbs 
light that has been incident on the photodetector. The carrier 
barrier layer has been formed betWeen the conductive and 
light-absorbing layers to prevent carriers, created in the 
conductive layer, from diffusing and entering the light 
absorbing layer. The Wide bandgap layer has been formed on 
the light-absorbing layer and has a bandgap Wider than that 
of the light-absorbing layer. And the doped region has been 
de?ned in the Wide bandgap layer by doping part of the Wide 
bandgap layer With a dopant that reaches the light-absorbing 
layer. In this photodetector, the conductive layer is made of 
InGaAsP and transmits part of the incident light With a 
particular Wavelength. 

[0022] In the photodetector according to a second aspect 
of the present invention, the barrier layer is formed betWeen 
the conductive and light-absorbing layers. Accordingly, this 
photodetector can receive and sense light that has been 
incident through the backside thereof. In addition, the con 
ductive layer, made of InGaAsP, can selectively transmit 
light With a particular Wavelength out of the incoming light. 
Accordingly, Where the incoming light has tWo Wavelengths 
of 1.3 pm and 1.55 pm, the photodetector may sense part of 
the incoming light With the latter Wavelength of 1.55 pm. In 
this manner, a high-performance photodetector With an 
optical ?ltering function is realiZed. 

[0023] In one embodiment of the present invention, 
InGaAsP as a material for the conductive layer may have an 
absorption edge longer than 1.3 pm and shorter than 1.55 
pm. 

[0024] More speci?cally, the absorption edge is preferably 
longer than 1.35 pm and shorter than 1.5 pm. 

[0025] In an alternative embodiment, InGaAsP as a mate 
rial for the conductive layer may also have an absorption 
edge longer than 0.93 pm and shorter than 1.3 pm. 

[0026] More particularly, the absorption edge is preferably 
longer than 0.93 pm and shorter than 1.25 pm. 

[0027] In another embodiment of the present invention, 
the substrate and the conductive, barrier, light-absorbing and 
Wide bandgap layers may be made of InP, InGaAsP, InP, 
InGaAs and InP, respectively. 
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[0028] In still another embodiment, the photodetector may 
sense light that has been incident on the photodetector 
through a backside of the substrate. 

[0029] In yet another embodiment, a semiconductor mul 
tilayer structure, including the semiconductor conductive, 
carrier barrier, light-absorbing and Wide bandgap layers, 
may have been formed on said surface region of the sub 
strate. A second semiconductor conductive layer may have 
been formed on another surface region of the substrate and 
may be electrically isolated from the conductive layer 
included in the multilayer structure. A pad for use to 
electrically connect the photodetector to an external unit 
may have been formed on the second conductive layer. And 
the pad may be electrically connected to the doped region 
that has been de?ned in said part of the Wide bandgap layer 
in the multilayer structure. 

[0030] Still another inventive photodetector includes 
semi-insulating semiconductor substrate, semiconductor 
conductive layer, light-absorbing layer, Wide bandgap layer, 
doped region and electrode. The conductive layer has been 
formed on a surface region of the substrate and has electrical 
conductivity. The light-absorbing layer has been formed on 
the conductive layer and absorbs light that has been incident 
on the photodetector. The Wide bandgap layer has been 
formed on the light-absorbing layer and has a bandgap Wider 
than that of the light-absorbing layer. The doped region has 
been de?ned in the Wide bandgap layer by doping part of the 
Wide bandgap layer With a dopant that reaches the light 
absorbing layer. And the electrode has been formed on the 
doped region. In this photodetector, a semiconductor mul 
tilayer structure, including the semiconductor conductive, 
light-absorbing and Wide bandgap layers, has been formed 
on said surface region of the substrate. A second semicon 
ductor conductive layer has been formed on another surface 
region of the substrate and is electrically isolated from the 
conductive layer included in the multilayer structure. Apad 
for use to electrically connect the photodetector to an 
external unit has been formed on the second conductive 
layer. The multilayer structure is covered With an insulating 
?lm. An interconnect has been formed on the insulating ?lm 
to electrical connect the electrode and the pad together. And 
the insulating ?lm is a stack of an SiN layer and an SiO2 
layer that has been deposited on the SiN layer. 

[0031] In the photodetector according to a third aspect of 
the present invention, the insulating ?lm, formed on the 
surface of the multilayer structure (i.e., photodiode mesa), is 
a stack of SiN and SiO2 layers. Accordingly, the interconnect 
capacitance, formed betWeen the interconnect on the insu 
lating ?lm and the multilayer structure, can be reduced 
compared to a structure in Which the insulating ?lm is made 
of a single SiN layer. As a result, a high-speed photodetector 
With a reduced interconnect capacitance is realiZed. 

[0032] In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
SiN layer may have a thickness of 20 nm through 100 nm, 
and the SiO2 layer may have a thickness of 400 nm or more. 

[0033] In another embodiment of the present invention, 
the photodetector may further include a carrier barrier layer 
betWeen the conductive and light-absorbing layers. The 
barrier layer prevents carriers, created in the conductive 
layer, from diffusing and entering the light-absorbing layer. 

[0034] An inventive method for fabricating a photodetec 
tor includes the step of a) stacking semiconductor conduc 
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tive, light-absorbing and Wide bandgap layers in this order 
on a semi-insulating semiconductor substrate by a crystal 
groWth process. The conductive layer has etch susceptibility 
different from that of the substrate. The light-absorbing layer 
absorbs incoming light. And the Wide bandgap layer has a 
bandgap Wider than that of the light-absorbing layer. The 
method further includes the steps of b) de?ning a doped 
region in part of the Wide bandgap layer by doping said part 
With a dopant that reaches the light-absorbing layer; c) 
etching and patterning the Wide bandgap and light-absorbing 
layers into respectively predetermined shapes; d) de?ning an 
etch mask on the conductive layer so that the Wide bandgap 
and light-absorbing layers in the predetermined shapes are 
covered With the mask; and e) selectively removing part of 
the conductive layer using an etchant that etches said part of 
the conductive layer aWay With respect to the substrate. 

[0035] In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
step c) may include the steps of: i) de?ning a ?rst etch mask 
on the Wide bandgap layer so that the doped region is 
covered With the ?rst mask after the step b) has been 
performed; ii) selectively etching part of the Wide bandgap 
layer aWay With respect to the light-absorbing layer; iii) 
de?ning a second etch mask on the light-absorbing layer so 
that the Wide bandgap layer is covered With the second 
mask; and iv) selectively etching part of the light-absorbing 
layer aWay With respect to the conductive layer. 

[0036] Speci?cally, the substrate and the conductive, 
light-absorbing and Wide bandgap layers may be made of 
InP, InGaAsP, InGaAs and InP, respectively. And the etchant 
may contain hydrochloric acid. 

[0037] In an alternative embodiment, the substrate and the 
conductive, light-absorbing and Wide bandgap layers may be 
made of InP, InGaAsP, InGaAs and InP, respectively. And 
the steps ii) and iv) may be performed using an etchant 
containing sulfuric acid. 

[0038] Another inventive method for fabricating a photo 
detector includes the step of a) stacking semiconductor 
conductive, carrier barrier, light-absorbing and Wide band 
gap layers in this order on a semi-insulating semiconductor 
substrate by a crystal groWth process. The conductive layer 
has electrical conductivity. The carrier barrier layer prevents 
carriers, created in the conductive layer, from diffusing and 
entering upper layers thereof. The light-absorbing layer 
absorbs incoming light. And the Wide bandgap layer has a 
bandgap Wider than that of the light-absorbing layer. The 
method further includes the steps of: b) de?ning a doped 
region in part of the Wide bandgap layer by doping said part 
With a dopant that reaches the light-absorbing layer; c) 
de?ning a ?rst etch mask on the Wide bandgap layer so that 
the doped region is covered With the ?rst mask; d) selec 
tively etching part of the Wide bandgap layer aWay With 
respect to the light-absorbing layer using a ?rst etchant; e) 
de?ning a second etch mask on the light-absorbing layer so 
that the Wide bandgap layer is covered With the second 
mask; f) selectively etching part of the light-absorbing layer 
aWay With respect to the barrier layer using a second etchant; 
g) selectively etching part of the barrier layer aWay With 
respect to the conductive layer using a third etchant; h) 
de?ning a third etch mask on the conductive layer so that the 
Wide bandgap, light-absorbing and carrier barrier layers are 
covered With the third mask; and i) selectively etching part 
of the conductive layer aWay With respect to the substrate 
using a fourth etchant. 
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[0039] In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
substrate and the conductive, barrier, light-absorbing and 
Wide bandgap layers may be made of InP, InGaAsP, InP, 
InGaAs and InP, respectively. The ?rst and third etchants 
may contain hydrochloric acid, While the second and fourth 
etchants may contain sulfuric acid. 

[0040] Still another inventive method for fabricating a 
photodetector includes the step of a) stacking semiconductor 
conductive, light-absorbing and Wide bandgap layers in this 
order on a semi-insulating semiconductor substrate by a 
crystal groWth process. The conductive layer has etch sus 
ceptibility different from that of the substrate. The light 
absorbing layer absorbs incoming light. And the Wide band 
gap layer has a bandgap Wider than that of the light 
absorbing layer. The method further includes the steps of b) 
de?ning a doped region in part of the Wide bandgap layer by 
doping said part With a dopant that reaches the light 
absorbing layer; c) etching and patterning the Wide bandgap 
and light-absorbing layers into respectively predetermined 
shapes; d) selectively etching part of the conductive layer 
aWay, thereby de?ning a semiconductor multilayer structure, 
Which includes the Wide bandgap and light-absorbing layers 
in the predetermined shapes and the conductive layer, and 
leaving a second part of the conductive layer so that the 
second part serves as a second semiconductor conductive 
layer spaced apart from the conductive layer included in the 
multilayer structure; e) depositing SiN and SiO2 layers in 
this order over the surface of the multilayer structure, 
eXposed parts of the substrate and the second conductive 
layer, thereby forming an insulating ?lm including the SiN 
and SiO2 layers; f) removing part of the insulating ?lm, 
Which is located over the doped region in the Wide bandgap 
layer included in the multilayer structure, thereby forming 
an opening over the doped region; g) forming an electrode 
on part of the doped region inside the opening; h) forming 
a pad for use to electrically connect the photodetector to an 
external unit on either part of the insulating ?lm that has 
been formed on the eXposed part of the substrate or another 
part of the insulating ?lm that has been formed over the 
second conductive layer; and i) forming an interconnect on 
the insulating ?lm to electrically connect the electrode and 
the pad together. 

[0041] In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
steps g), h) and i) may be performed as a single process step. 

[0042] In this particular embodiment, the single process 
step preferably includes: depositing a spacer ?lm of SiN on 
the insulating ?lm; de?ning a negative photoresist pattern on 
the spacer ?lm to form the electrode, the pad and the 
interconnect; etching parts of the spacer ?lm aWay using the 
photoresist pattern as a mask; depositing a metal on eXposed 
parts of the insulating ?lm and on the photoresist pattern, 
thereby forming a metal thin ?lm thereon; and lifting the 
photoresist pattern off along With excessive parts of the 
metal on the photoresist pattern, thereby forming the elec 
trode, the pad and the interconnect. 

[0043] In an inventive photodetector, a semiconductor 
conductive layer has etch susceptibility different from that of 
a semiconductor substrate. Accordingly, a semiconductor 
multi-layer structure, including the conductive layer, does 
not increase its height too much. As a result, an interconnect 
can be formed easily and the photodetector of this type is 
mass-producible. 
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[0044] In another inventive photodetector, a carrier barrier 
layer is further formed betWeen semiconductor conductive 
and light-absorbing layers. Accordingly, this photodetector 
can sense light that has been incident through the backside 
thereof. In addition, the conductive layer can selectively 
transmit incoming light With a particular Wavelength. As a 
result, a high-performance photodetector With an optical 
?ltering function (i.e., Wavelength selectivity) is realiZed. 

[0045] In a third inventive photodetector, an insulating 
?lm, deposited on the surface of a semiconductor multilayer 
structure, is a stack of SiN and SiO2 layers. As a result, a 
high-speed photodetector With a reduced interconnect 
capacitance is realiZed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0046] FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional vieW schematically 
illustrating a photodetector according to a ?rst embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0047] FIGS. 2A through 2D are cross-sectional vieWs 
illustrating respective process steps for fabricating the pho 
todetector of the ?rst embodiment. 

[0048] FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating a relationship 
betWeen the Wavelength and the intensity of light absorbed 
into InGaAsP compounds. 

[0049] FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW schematically 
illustrating a photodetector according to a second embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

[0050] FIG. 5 is a band diagram illustrating the bandgaps 
of respective layers included in the photodetector of the 
second embodiment. 

[0051] FIGS. 6A through 6D are cross-sectional vieWs 
illustrating respective process steps for fabricating the pho 
todetector of the second embodiment. 

[0052] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional vieW schematically 
illustrating a photodetector according to a third embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0053] FIGS. 8A through 8D are cross-sectional vieWs 
illustrating respective process steps for fabricating the pho 
todetector of the third embodiment. 

[0054] FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional vieW schematically 
illustrating a knoWn photodetector. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0055] Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present 
invention Will be described With reference to the accompa 
nying draWings, in Which each member having substantially 
the same functions Will be identi?ed by the same reference 
numeral for the sake of simplicity of description. It should 
be noted that the folloWing embodiments of the present 
invention are nothing but illustrative ones, and the present 
invention is in no Way limited to these speci?c embodi 
ments. 

[0056] Embodiment 1 

[0057] A ?rst embodiment of the present invention Will be 
described With reference to FIGS. 1 through 3. FIG. 1 
schematically illustrates a cross-sectional structure for a 
photodetector 100 according to the ?rst embodiment. 
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[0058] The photodetector 100 of the ?rst embodiment is a 
pin photodiode including semiconductor layers of InGaAs 
and InP compounds. As shoWn in FIG. 1, the photodetector 
100 includes semiconductor conductive layer 102, light 
absorbing layer 103 and Wide bandgap layer 104, Which 
have been stacked in this order on a semi-insulating semi 
conductor substrate 101. 

[0059] The conductive layer 102 With etch susceptibility 
different from that of the substrate 101 has been formed on 
a surface region of the substrate 101. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the substrate 101 is a semi-insulating InP 
substrate. The conductive layer 102 is made of InGaAsP, 
Which is different from the composition of the InP substrate 
101. And the conductive layer 102 serves as an n-layer for 
the pin photodiode. 

[0060] The light-absorbing layer 103 on the conductive 
layer 102 absorbs light that has been incident on the pho 
todetector 100. In the illustrated embodiment, the light 
absorbing layer 103 is made of n_-InGaAs and serves as an 
i-layer for the pin photodiode. The light-absorbing layer 103 
eXists on part of the conductive layer 102. On another part 
of the conductive layer 102 Where the light-absorbing layer 
103 does not exist, an n-side electrode 107 has been formed. 

[0061] The Wide bandgap layer 104 on the light-absorbing 
layer 103 has a bandgap Wider than that of the light 
absorbing layer 103. And in part (e.g., center) of the Wide 
bandgap layer 104, a p+-type doped region 105 has been 
de?ned by doping that part With a dopant (e.g., Zn) that 
reaches the light-absorbing layer 103. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the Wide bandgap layer 104 is an n_-InP layer. 

[0062] The Wide bandgap layer 104 has a bandgap Wider 
than that of the light-absorbing layer 103. Accordingly, the 
Wide bandgap layer 104 can transmit light that has such a 
Wavelength as getting the light absorbed into the light 
absorbing layer 103. That is to say, the Wide bandgap layer 
104 can serve as a WindoW layer for the pin photodiode. If 
the p-type dopant (e.g., Zn in this embodiment) is further 
diffused to make the Wide bandgap layer 104 a main p-type 
layer, then almost all of the light-absorbing layer 103 can be 
an i-layer, thus increasing the photosensitivity of the pho 
todetector 100. The function of the Wide bandgap layer 104 
as a WindoW layer is particularly important Where the 
photodetector 100 is supposed to sense incoming light 
through the principal surface thereof. 

[0063] The Wide bandgap layer 104 not just functions as a 
WindoW layer but also reduces a reverse leakage current 
?oWing through the pn junction. The latter function of the 
Wide bandgap layer 104 counts not only Where the photo 
detector 100 senses light incoming through the principal 
surface thereof but also Where the photodetector 100 senses 
light incident through the backside thereof. It is knoWn that 
if the pn junction is eXposed on the surface of the InGaAs 
layer (i.e., the light-absorbing layer 103) in an InGaAs/InP 
pin photodiode, then the leakage current increases. HoW 
ever, Where the Wide bandgap layer 104 of InP eXists on the 
InGaAs layer 103 as in the illustrated embodiment, the pn 
junction Will be eXposed on the surface of the Wide bandgap 
layer 104, not on the surface of the InGaAs layer 103. 
Accordingly, the leakage current can be reduced compared 
to a photodetector including no Wide bandgap layer 104. 

[0064] On the p+-type doped region 105 in the Wide 
bandgap layer 104, a p-side electrode 106 has been formed. 
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In the illustrated embodiment, the p-side electrode 106 has 
a multi-layer structure consisting of Ti, Pt and Au ?lms and 
is formed as a ring electrode disposed along the outer 
periphery of the cylindrical doped region 105. A ring elec 
trode With an opening at its center is used as the p-side 
electrode 106 to prevent the electrode 106 from blocking the 
incoming light and thereby sense the incoming light as 
ef?ciently as possible. 

[0065] The p-side electrode 106 is electrically connected 
to a pad electrode 110 for use to electrically connect this 
photodetector 100 to an eXternal unit (not shoWn). In the 
illustrated embodiment, the conductive layer 102, light 
absorbing layer 103 and Wide bandgap layer 104 With the 
doped region 105 are all included in a semiconductor 
multilayer structure (i.e., photodiode mesa) 140. That is to 
say, the p-side electrode 106 is located on the top of the 
photodiode mesa 140, While the pad 110, electrically con 
nected to the p-side electrode 106, is located on another 
surface region of the substrate 101 Where the photodiode 
mesa 140 does not eXist. 

[0066] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, a second 
semiconductor conductive layer 109 has been formed on the 
substrate 101. The second conductive layer 109 is spaced 
apart from the conductive layer 102 included in the photo 
diode mesa 140 (Which Will be called a “?rst conductive 
layer” for convenience sake) but is made of the same 
material as the ?rst conductive layer 102. And the pad 110 
is disposed over the second conductive layer 109 With an 
insulating ?lm 108 interposed therebetWeen. By spacing the 
pad 110 apart from the photodiode mesa 140 in this manner, 
a parasitic capacitance associated With the pad 110 can be 
reduced. 

[0067] In the illustrated embodiment, the second conduc 
tive layer 109 is used as a pad mesa 160 for mounting the 
pad 110 thereon. Then, the n-side electrode 107 on the ?rst 
conductive layer 102 can be substantially leveled With the 
pad 110 that is electrically connected to the p-side electrode 
106. Where the n-side electrode 107 and pad 110 are 
positioned at substantially the same level, the photodetector 
100 can be mounted onto a motherboard With connection 
members (e.g., bumps) of a siZe placed on the electrode 107 
and pad 110. Thus, the photodetector 100 can be mounted 
much more easily. 

[0068] The photodiode mesa 140, pad mesa 160 and 
substrate 101 are entirely covered With the insulating ?lm 
108 of SiN, for eXample, eXcept the regions Where the n- and 
p-side electrodes 107 and 106 are located. And on this 
insulating ?lm 108, an interconnect 111 for electrically 
connecting the p-side electrode 106 to the pad 110 has been 
formed. In the illustrated embodiment, the p-side electrode 
106, pad 110 and interconnect 111 have been formed out of 
a single multilayer structure consisting of Ti, Pt and Au 
?lms. 

[0069] Also, to de?ne a negative photoresist pattern for 
the interconnect 111 in a good shape during the fabrication 
process, the side faces of the photodiode mesa 140 are 
stepped. That is to say, a level difference eXists betWeen each 
adjacent pair of the layers 102, 103 and 104 included in the 
photodiode mesa 140. In other Words, the upper surface of 
each underlying layer 102 or 103 included in the photodiode 
mesa 140 is greater in area than the loWer surface of the layer 
103 or 104 located on the underlying layer 102 or 103. 
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[0070] The photodetector 100 of the ?rst embodiment may 
be formed in the following speci?c shape. However, the 
present invention is not limited to these speci?cs but any 
other appropriate combination may be used instead. 

[0071] The InP substrate 101 may have a thickness 
betWeen about 150 pm and about 200 pm. The photodiode 
mesa 140 may have a height of about 5 pm to about 10 pm. 
The ?rst conductive layer 102 may have a thickness of about 
1.5 pm to about 3 pm and may be formed as a rectangular 
mesa With an area ranging from (40x80) pmz through 
(100x200) pmz. Like the ?rst conductive layer 102, the 
second conductive layer 109 may also have a thickness of 
about 1.5 pm to about 3 pm. The mesa of the second 
conductive layer 109 may be either in a circular shape With 
a diameter of about 50 pm to about 100 pm or in a 
rectangular (or square) shape, each side of Which is approXi 
mately 50 to 100 pm long. 

[0072] The light-absorbing layer 103 may have a thickness 
of about 1.5 pm to about 3 pm and the mesa thereof may be 
in a circular shape With a diameter of about 35 pm to about 
70 pm. The Wide bandgap layer 104 may have a thickness of 
about 1 pm to about 2 pm, and the mesa thereof may be in 
a circular shape With a diameter of about 30 pm to about 60 
pm. The doped region 105 in the Wide bandgap layer 104 
may also be in a circular shape With a diameter of about 25 
pm to about 50 pm. It should be noted that these members 
may be formed in the exempli?ed shapes When vieWed from 
over the photodetector 100 (i.e., in the direction parallel to 
a normal to the substrate surface). 

[0073] The carrier densities of these layers 102, 103 and 
104 may be as folloWs. Speci?cally, the ?rst conductive 
layer 102 of n+-type may have a relatively high carrier 
density, While the light-absorbing layer 103 of n_- or i-type 
may have a relatively loW carrier density. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the Wide bandgap layer 104 is an n_-type layer 
With a relatively loW carrier density. HoWever, the carrier 
density of the Wide bandgap layer 104 is not particularly 
limited. 

[0074] In the photodetector 100 of this embodiment, the 
conductive layer 102 has etch susceptibility different from 
that of the semi-insulating InP substrate 101. For that reason, 
the conductive layer 102 can be etched selectively. That is to 
say, the etch process may be stopped as soon as the surface 
of the InP substrate 101 is eXposed. Thus, the etch process 
is controllable much more easily and there is no need to 
remove the uppermost part of the InP substrate 101. Accord 
ingly, the photodiode mesa 140 does not increase its height 
too much. As a result, the interconnect 111 can be formed 
easily and the photodetector 100 is mass-producible. Also, 
since the photodiode mesa 140 has stepped side faces, a 
negative photoresist pattern, determining the shape of the 
interconnect 111, can be de?ned better compared to a mesa 
With no stepped side faces. Thus, the photodetector 100 
eXcels in mass productivity in this respect also. 

[0075] In the foregoing illustrative embodiment, the 
present invention is implemented as the photodetector 100 
including the stepped photodiode mesa 140. HoWever, the 
present invention is not limited to such a speci?c structure, 
but the photodiode mesa 140 may be formed in any other 
appropriate shape. Also, in the foregoing embodiment, the p 
and n-side electrodes 106 and 107 are formed on the doped 
region 105 and conductive layer 102, respectively. Never 
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theless, to make the pin photodiode operable, the p- and 
n-side electrodes 106 and 107 only need to be electrically 
connectable to the light-absorbing layer 103. Accordingly, 
the locations of these electrodes 106 and 107 are not limited 
to those illustrated in FIG. 1, either. Thus, it should be easily 
understandable to those skilled in the art that the photode 
tector 100 is further modi?able in various Ways. 

[0076] Hereinafter, it Will be described With reference to 
FIGS. 2A through 2D hoW to fabricate the photodetector 
100 of the ?rst embodiment. FIGS. 2A through 2D are 
cross-sectional vieWs illustrating respective process steps 
for fabricating the photodetector 100. 

[0077] First, as shoWn in FIG. 2A, semiconductor con 
ductive layer 102 of n-InGaAsP, light-absorbing layer 103 of 
n_-InGaAs, and WindoW layer (i.e., Wide bandgap layer) 104 
of n_-InP are stacked in this order on a semi-insulating 
semiconductor substrate 101 of InP by a crystal groWth 
process. Next, part of the Wide bandgap layer 104 is doped 
With a dopant (e.g., Zn) that reaches the light-absorbing 
layer 103, thereby de?ning a doped region 105. 

[0078] Speci?cally, InGaAsP as a material for the conduc 
tive layer 102 may be represented by In1_XGaXAsyP1_y, 
Where y=2.12X. That is to say, the composition InHGaX 
AsVP1_y has a degree of freedom of one. Accordingly, When 
the mole fraction X or y is de?ned, a composition InGaAsP 
With a predetermined absorption edge is determined auto 
matically. In other Words, the composition InGaAsP can be 
represented by the absorption edge thereof. 

[0079] FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating a relationship 
betWeen the Wavelength and the intensity of light absorbed 
into the InGaAsP compounds. As used herein, the absorption 
edge of In1_XGaXAsVP1_y (Where 0§X§1 and Oéyé 1) 
means a maXimum Wavelength, at and beloW Which light can 
be absorbed thereto. As can be seen from FIG. 3, InP, not 
including Ga or As (i.e., Where X=0 and y=1 for In1_ 
XGaXAsyP1_y), has an absorption edge of 0.93 pm, Which is 
the shortest of all InGaAsP compounds. On the other hand, 
In1_XGaXAs, not including P (i.e., Where y=1 for In1_XGaX 
AsyP1_y), has an absorption edge slightly longer than 1.6 
pm, Which is the longest of all InGaAsP compounds. In this 
manner, an absorption edge for an InGaAsP compound may 
be arbitrarily selected from the range betWeen these upper 
and loWer limits by setting the mole fraction X and y 
appropriately. 

[0080] The folloWing Table 1 shoWs relationships betWeen 
the absorption edges kg of In1_XGaXAsVP1_y and the mole 
fractions X and y along With the bandgaps Eg: 

TABLE 1 

Absorption 
Edge Bandgap Mole Mole 

70g (,um) Eg (eV) Fraction X Fraction y Note 

0.92 1.35 0.00 0.00 InP 
1.00 1.24 0.07 0.16 
1.25 0.99 0.26 0.55 
1.30 0.95 0.29 0.61 InD_71GaD_29As0_61PD_39 
1.35 0.92 0.32 0.68 
1.50 0.83 0.40 0.85 
1.55 0.80 0.42 0.90 
1.65 0.75 0.47 1.00 InD_53Ga0_47As 
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[0081] As can be seen, by setting the mole fractions X and 
y arbitrarily, an InGaAsP layer 102 With an absorption edge 
of 1.0 pm, 1.30 pm, 1.5 pm, etc., can be obtained. To make 
the etch susceptibility of the n-InGaAsP layer 102 different 
from that of the InP substrate 101, an n-InGaAsP layer 102 
With an absorption edge )tg longer than 0.93 pm and shorter 
than 1.55 pm may be used. To Widen the difference in etch 
susceptibility, an n-InGaAsP layer 102 With an absorption 
edge kg of 1.0 pm or more should preferably be used. 

[0082] In the foregoing embodiment, the Wide bandgap 
layer 104 is made of an n_-InP layer with )»g of 0.92 pm. 
Accordingly, light With a Wavelength of 1.3 or 1.55 pm, 
Which is often used in ?ber optics communications, is not 
absorbed into, but transmitted through, the Wide bandgap 
layer 104. Thus, Where the photodetector 100 senses light 
incoming through the principal surface thereof, the Wide 
bandgap layer 104 can function as a WindoW layer. 

[0083] Next, as shoWn in FIG. 2B, 21 ?rst etch mask 201, 
covering the doped region 105, is de?ned on the Wide 
bandgap layer 104 and then the Wide bandgap layer 104 is 
selectively etched While being masked With the ?rst mask 
201. The ?rst mask 201 may be made of SiN, for example. 
In the illustrated embodiment, When the Wide bandgap layer 
104 should be etched, a ?rst etchant, realiZing an etch 
selectivity of 10 or more for the Wide bandgap layer 104 of 
InP against the light-absorbing layer 103 of InGaAs, is used. 
Examples of such etchants include a mixture of hydrochloric 
acid and phosphoric acid With a volume ratio of 1 to 4. 
Thereafter, the ?rst mask 201 is removed. 

[0084] Then, as shoWn in FIG. 2C, a second etch mask 
202, covering the Wide bandgap layer 104 including the 
doped region 105, is de?ned on a selected area of the 
light-absorbing layer 103. Subsequently, the light-absorbing 
layer 103 is selectively etched While being masked With the 
second mask 202, Which may also be made of SiN. 

[0085] In the illustrated embodiment, When the light 
absorbing layer 103 of InGaAs should be etched, a second 
etchant, realiZing an etch selectivity of 10 or more for the 
light-absorbing layer 103 of InGaAs against the conductive 
layer 102 of InGaAsP, is used. Examples of such etchants 
include a mixture of sulfuric acid, hydrogen peroxide Water 
and Water With a volume ratio of 1 to 1 to 5. Thereafter, the 
second mask 202 is removed. 

[0086] Subsequently, as shoWn in FIG. 2D, 21 third etch 
mask 203 is de?ned on the conductive layer 102 to cover not 
only the Wide bandgap and light-absorbing layers 104 and 
103 but also part of the conductive layer 102 Where the 
mesa-etched light-absorbing layer 103 does not exist. And 
then the conductive layer 102 is masked With this third mask 
203 and partially etched aWay. The third mask 203 may also 
be made of SiN. 

[0087] In the illustrated embodiment, When the conductive 
layer 102 of InGaAsP should be etched, a third etchant, 
realiZing an etch selectivity of 10 or more for the conductive 
layer 102 of InGaAsP against the substrate 101 of InP, is 
used. Examples of such etchants include a mixture of 
sulfuric acid, hydrogen peroxide Water and Water With a 
volume ratio of 5 to 1 to 1. 

[0088] By performing these etch process steps, a photo 
diode mesa 140 With stepped side faces and a pad mesa 160 
made of the second conductive layer 109 are formed. 
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Thereafter, the third mask 203 is removed. And then an 
insulating ?lm 108 of SiN, for example, is deposited over the 
substrate except the area Where the doped region 105 should 
be exposed and the area Where an n-side electrode 107 
should be formed. 

[0089] Thereafter, a negative photoresist pattern for p- and 
n-side electrodes 106 and 107, pad 110 and interconnect 111 
is de?ned. Next, a stack of Ti, Pt and Au ?lms is deposited 
over the substrate and then the photoresist pattern is lifted 
off, thereby forming the p- and n-side electrodes 106 and 
107, pad 110 and interconnect 111. In this manner, the 
photodetector 100 shoWn in FIG. 1 is completed. 

[0090] In the fabrication process of the ?rst embodiment, 
the conductive layer 102 of InGaAsP With etch susceptibility 
different from that of the InP substrate 101 is formed on the 
substrate 101, and can be etched selectively With respect to 
the substrate 101. Thus, the etch process is controllable 
much more easily and there is no need to remove the 
uppermost part of the substrate 101 for the purpose of 
isolating the conductive layer 102 electrically. Accordingly, 
the photodiode mesa 140 can have its height minimiZed as 
measured from the surface of the substrate 101. 

[0091] In the fabrication process of this embodiment, the 
respective semiconductor layers are etched selectively using 
a number of etch masks in mutually different shapes. By 
using these multiple etch masks, the semiconductor layers 
104, 103 and 102 on the substrate 101 can be etched 
sequentially so as to have upWardly decreasing planar areas. 
That is to say, the respective semiconductor layers can be 
shaped in such a manner that the photodiode mesa 140 has 
stepped side faces. 

[0092] If the negative photoresist pattern is deposited over 
a non-stepped photodiode mesa 140, then the photoresist 
pattern Will be relatively thick on the loWer part of the mesa 
140 but relatively thin on the upper part thereof. When such 
a thin photoresist pattern is de?ned on the upper part of the 
mesa 140, then the excessive portions of the stacked metal 
?lms, existing on the thin photoresist pattern, cannot be 
lifted off as intended. As a result, the upper part of the mesa 
140 Will be entirely covered With those excessive metals. 
Where the photodiode mesa 140 has stepped side faces as in 
this embodiment, that thin photoresist pattern, causing the 
pattern failure, is much less likely formed. That is to say, in 
this mesa With the stepped cross-sectional shape (or With the 
gradually and upWardly decreasing planar areas), each semi 
conductor layer forms a step. Accordingly, compared to a 
mesa With no stepped side faces (i.e., a mesa that forms only 
one step by itself), each step of this mesa 140 is much loWer. 
Thus, the interconnect 111 can be formed in a desired shape 
and the pattern failure can be eliminated. In the fabrication 
process of the ?rst embodiment, the ?rst through third etch 
masks are made of SiN. Alternatively, according to the 
present invention, not just the SiN masks but etch masks 
made of SiO2 or photoresist may also be used. 

[0093] Embodiment 2 

[0094] Hereinafter, a second embodiment of the present 
invention Will be described With reference to FIGS. 4 
through 6D. FIG. 4 schematically illustrates a cross-sec 
tional structure for a photodetector 200 according to the 
second embodiment. 

[0095] As shoWn in FIG. 4, the photodetector 200 of the 
second embodiment is different from the photodetector 100 
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of the ?rst embodiment in that the photodetector 200 further 
includes a carrier barrier layer 120 betWeen the ?rst semi 
conductor conductive layer 102 and light-absorbing layer 
103. In the other respects, the photodetectors 200 and 100 
have the same structure, and the description thereof Will be 
omitted or simpli?ed herein. 

[0096] The photodetector 200 shoWn in FIG. 4 includes 
photodiode mesa 150 and pad mesa 160 on a semi-insulating 
InP substrate 101. More speci?cally, the photodiode mesa 
150 includes semiconductor conductive layer 102 of n-In 
GaAsP, carrier barrier layer (or buffer layer) 120 of n_-InP, 
light-absorbing layer 103 of n_-InGaAs and Wide bandgap 
layer (or InP WindoW layer) 104 including a p+-type doped 
region 105. All of these layers 102, 120, 103 and 104 are 
stacked in this order on the substrate 101 to have upWardly 
decreasing planar areas. As in the ?rst embodiment, a level 
difference exists betWeen the ?rst conductive and barrier 
layers 102 and 120 and betWeen the light-absorbing and 
Wide bandgap layers 103 and 104. A level difference may 
also exist betWeen the barrier and light-absorbing layers 120 
and 103. 

[0097] The barrier layer 120, interposed betWeen the ?rst 
conductive and light-absorbing layers 102 and 103, prevents 
carriers, created in the conductive layer 102, from diffusing 
and entering the light-absorbing layer 103. Accordingly, the 
barrier layer 120 can prevent holes, included in electron-hole 
pairs created in the conductive layer 102 through photoex 
citation action, from diffusing and entering the light-absorb 
ing layer 103. The photodetector 200 including this barrier 
layer 120 can sense incoming light not only through the 
principal surface thereof but also through the backside 
thereof. This point Will be further detailed beloW. 

[0098] FIG. 5 schematically illustrates the bandgaps of 
the substrate 101 and respective layers 102, 120, 103 and 
104 included in the photodetector 200. In FIG. 5, the solid 
circles indicate electrons While the open circles indicate 
holes. 

[0099] Where the photodetector 200 senses incoming light 
through the backside of the InP substrate 101, the incoming 
light reaches the conductive layer 102 before entering the 
light-absorbing layer 103 unlike a photodetector sensing the 
incoming light through the principal surface thereof. The InP 
substrate 101 has a relatively Wide bandgap, and transmits 
light With a Wavelength of 1.3 or 1.55 pm for use in ?ber 
optics communications (see FIG. 3 and Table 1). In the 
conductive layer 102 With a bandgap narroWer than that of 
the substrate 101, photoexcitation might occur responsive to 
the incident light to produce electron-hole pairs. To prevent 
holes, included in these electron-hole pairs, from diffusing 
and reaching the light-absorbing layer 103, the barrier layer 
120 of InP, Which has a bandgap Wider than that of the 
conductive layer 102, is inserted betWeen the conductive and 
light-absorbing layers 102 and 103. In this structure, the 
holes, included in the electron-hole pairs created in the 
conductive layer 102, cannot reach the light-absorbing layer 
103, but remain in the conductive layer 102 and are recom 
bined With the electrons there. Accordingly, no photocurrent 
Will ?oW. 

[0100] As shoWn in FIG. 3 and Table 1, the conductive 
layer 102 of InGaAsP can have its absorption edge changed 
by modifying its composition. Accordingly, Where the 
incoming light enters the photodetector 200 through the 
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backside thereof, the conductive layer 102 can function as a 
?lter layer. That is to say, the conductive layer 102 can be 
provided With not just electrical conductivity but also the 
?ltering function of transmitting part of the incoming light 
With a particular Wavelength. 

[0101] For example, to selectively sense light With a 
Wavelength of 1.55 pm While alloWing light With a Wave 
length of 1.3 pm to be absorbed into the light-absorbing 
layer 103, InGaAsP as a material for the conductive layer 
102 preferably has an absorption edge longer than 1.3 pm 
and shorter than 1.55 pm, more preferably longer than 1.35 
pm and shorter than 1.5 pm. As described above, the holes, 
included in the electron-hole pairs created in the conductive 
layer 102 responsive to the incident light With a Wavelength 
of 1.3 pm, cannot reach the light-absorbing layer 103 due to 
the existence of the barrier layer 120, and are recombined 
With the electrons in the conductive layer 102. As a result, 
no photocurrent Will be created in response to the light With 
the Wavelength of 1.3 pm. On the other hand, the light With 
the Wavelength of 1.55 pm is transmitted through the con 
ductive layer 102 and then absorbed into the light-absorbing 
layer 103 so as to create a photocurrent. Accordingly, the 
photodetector 200 can exhibit a photosensitivity only to the 
light With the Wavelength of 1.55 pm. In this manner, the 
photodetector 200 can be given Wavelength selectivity. 
[0102] If the light With the Wavelength of 1.3 pm, as Well 
as the light With the Wavelength of 1.55 pm, should be 
sensed, then InGaAsP as a material for the conductive layer 
102 should have an absorption edge shorter than 1.3 pm. 
Speci?cally, the absorption edge is preferably longer than 
0.93 pm and shorter than 1.3 pm, more preferably longer 
than 0.93 pm and shorter than 1.25 pm. In that case, the light 
With the Wavelength of 1.3 pm and the light With the 
Wavelength of 1.55 pm are transmitted through the conduc 
tive layer 102 and then absorbed into the light-absorbing 
layer 103. 
[0103] In the second embodiment, the conductive layer 
102 has a ?ltering function. Accordingly, there is no need to 
separately provide a ?lter layer to give Wavelength selec 
tivity to the photodetector. For that reason, a photodetector 
With Wavelength selectivity is implementable using a sim 
pli?ed structure, thus cutting doWn the fabrication cost. In 
addition, the InP substrate 101 and conductive layer 102 
have mutually different etch susceptibilities, so the photo 
detector 200 is mass-producible as Well because of the same 
reasons described for the ?rst embodiment. 

[0104] In the foregoing embodiment, the barrier layer 120 
is made of InP. Alternatively, the barrier layer 120 may be 
made of any other compound so long as the layer 120 can 
prevent the carriers, created in the conductive layer 102, 
from reaching the light-absorbing layer 103. Also, the pad 
mesa 160 does not have to be the second conductive layer 
109, but may be any other type of layer (e.g., insulating 
layer). HoWever, the pad mesa 106 is preferably formed out 
of the second conductive layer 109, Which is made of the 
same material as the ?rst conductive layer 102, because it is 
easier to fabricate the photodetector 200. 

[0105] The photodetector 200 of the second embodiment 
may be formed in the folloWing speci?c shape. HoWever, the 
present invention is not limited to these speci?cs but any 
other appropriate combination may be used instead. 

[0106] The InP substrate 101 may have a thickness of 
about 150 pm. The photodiode mesa 140 may have a height 



US 2002/0000510 A1 

of about 5 pm to about 10 pm. The ?rst conductive layer 102 
may have a thickness of about 1.5 pm to about 3 pm and may 
be formed as a rectangular mesa With an area ranging from 
(40x80) pmz through (100x200) pmz. Like the ?rst conduc 
tive layer 102, the second conductive layer 109 may also 
have a thickness of about 1.5 pm to about 3 pm. The mesa 
of the second conductive layer 109 may be either in a 
circular shape With a diameter of about 50 pm to about 100 
pm or in a rectangular (or square) shape, each side of Which 
is approximately 50 to 100 pm long. 

[0107] The barrier layer 120 may have a thickness of 
about 1 pm to about 2 pm, and the mesa thereof may be 
formed in a similar shape to that of the light-absorbing layer 
103. The light-absorbing layer 103 may have a thickness of 
about 1.5 pm to about 3 pm, and the mesa thereof may be in 
a circular shape With a diameter of about 35 pm to about 70 
pm. The Wide bandgap layer 104 may have a thickness of 
about 1 pm to about 2 pm, and the mesa thereof may be in 
a circular shape With a diameter of about 30 pm to about 60 
pm. The doped region 105 in the Wide bandgap layer 104 
may also be in a circular shape With a diameter of about 25 
pm to about 50 pm. It should be noted that these members 
may be formed in the exempli?ed shapes When vieWed from 
over the photodetector 200 (i.e., in the direction parallel to 
a normal to the substrate surface). 

[0108] The carrier densities of these layers 102, 120, 103 
and 104 may be as folloWs. Speci?cally, the ?rst conductive 
layer 102 of n+-type may have a relatively high carrier 
density, While the light-absorbing layer 103 of n_- or i-type 
may have a relatively loW carrier density. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the Wide bandgap and carrier barrier layers 104 
and 120 are n_-type layers With a relatively loW carrier 
density. HoWever, the carrier densities of these layers 104 
and 120 are not particularly limited. 

[0109] Hereinafter, it Will be described With reference to 
FIGS. 6A through 6D hoW to fabricate the photodetector 
200 of the second embodiment. FIGS. 6A through 6D are 
cross-sectional vieWs illustrating respective process steps 
for fabricating the photodetector 200. 

[0110] First, as shoWn in FIG. 6A, semiconductor con 
ductive layer 102 of n-InGaAsP, carrier barrier layer 120 of 
n_-InP, light-absorbing layer 103 of n_-InGaAs, and Wide 
bandgap layer 104 of n_-InP are stacked in this order on a 
semi-insulating semiconductor substrate 101 of InP by a 
crystal groWth process. Next, part of the Wide bandgap layer 
104 is doped With a dopant (e.g., Zn) that reaches the 
light-absorbing layer 103, thereby de?ning a doped region 
105. As described above, in fabricating a photodetector 200 
that senses the light With a Wavelength of 1.55 pm selec 
tively through the backside thereof, InGaAsP as a material 
for the conductive layer 102 preferably has an absorption 
edge longer than 1.3 pm and shorter than 1.55 pm, more 
preferably longer than 1.35 pm and shorter than 1.5 pm. 

[0111] Next, as shoWn in FIG. 6B, 21 ?rst etch mask 301, 
covering the doped region 105, is de?ned on the Wide 
bandgap layer 104 and then the Wide bandgap layer 104 is 
selectively etched While being masked With the ?rst mask 
301. The ?rst etch mask 301 may be made of SiN, for 
example. In the illustrated embodiment, When the Wide 
bandgap layer 104 should be etched, a ?rst etchant, realiZing 
an etch selectivity of 10 or more for the Wide bandgap layer 
104 of InP against the light-absorbing layer 103 of InGaAs, 
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is used. Examples of such etchants include a mixture of 
hydrochloric acid and phosphoric acid With a volume ratio 
of 1 to 4. Thereafter, the ?rst mask 301 is removed. 

[0112] Then, as shoWn in FIG. 6C, a second etch mask 
302, covering the Wide bandgap layer 104 including the 
doped region 105, is de?ned on a selected area of the 
light-absorbing layer 103. Subsequently, the light-absorbing 
and barrier layers 103 and 120 are etched selectively While 
being masked With the second mask 302, Which may also be 
made of SiN. 

[0113] In the illustrated embodiment, When the light 
absorbing layer 103 of InGaAs should be etched, a second 
etchant, realiZing an etch selectivity of 10 or more for the 
light-absorbing layer 103 of InGaAs against the barrier layer 
120 of InP, is used. Examples of such etchants include a 
mixture of sulfuric acid, hydrogen peroxide Water and Water 
With a volume ratio of 1 to 1 to 5. On the other hand, When 
the barrier layer 120 of InP should be etched, a third etchant, 
realiZing an etch selectivity of 10 or more for the barrier 
layer 120 of InP against the conductive layer 102 of 
InGaAsP, is used. Examples of such etchants include a 
mixture of hydrochloric acid and phosphoric acid With a 
volume ratio of 1 to 4. Thereafter, the second mask 302 is 
removed. 

[0114] Subsequently, as shoWn in FIG. 6D, 21 third etch 
mask 303 is de?ned on the conductive layer 102 to cover not 
only the Wide bandgap, light-absorbing and carrier barrier 
layers 104, 103 and 120 but also part of the conductive layer 
102 Where the mesa-etched light-absorbing layer 103 does 
not exist. And then the conductive layer 102 is masked With 
this third mask 303 and partially etched aWay. The third 
mask 303 may also be made of SiN. 

[0115] In the illustrated embodiment, When the conductive 
layer 102 of InGaAsP should be etched, a fourth etchant, 
realiZing an etch selectivity of 10 or more for the conductive 
layer 102 of InGaAsP against the substrate 101 of InP, is 
used. Examples of such etchants include a mixture of 
sulfuric acid, hydrogen peroxide Water and Water With a 
volume ratio of 1 to 1 to 5. 

[0116] By performing these etch process steps, a photo 
diode mesa 150 With stepped side faces and a pad mesa 160 
made of the second conductive layer 109 are formed. 
Thereafter, the third mask 303 is removed. And then an 
insulating ?lm 108 of SiN, for example, is deposited over the 
substrate except the area Where the doped region 105 should 
be exposed and the area Where an n-side electrode 107 Will 
be formed. 

[0117] Thereafter, a negative photoresist pattern for p- and 
n-side electrodes 106 and 107, pad 110 and interconnect 111 
is de?ned. Next, a stack of Ti, Pt and Au ?lms is deposited 
over the substrate and then the photoresist pattern is lifted 
off, thereby forming the p- and n-side electrodes 106 and 
107, pad 110 and interconnect 111. In this manner, the 
photodetector 200 shoWn in FIG. 4 is completed. 

[0118] In the fabrication process of the second embodi 
ment, the conductive layer 102 of InGaAsP With etch 
susceptibility different from that of the InP substrate 101 is 
formed on the substrate 101, and can be etched selectively 
With respect to the substrate 101. Thus, the etch process is 
controllable much more easily. As a result, the photodiode 
mesa 150 can have its height minimiZed. 
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[0119] In addition, the respective semiconductor layers are 
etched selectively using the three etch masks in mutually 
different shapes. By using these multiple etch masks, the 
respective semiconductor layers 102, 120, 103 and 104 can 
be stacked one upon the other so that the photodiode mesa 
150 has stepped side faces. As a result, the interconnect 111 
can be formed in a desired shape and the disconnection 
thereof is avoidable. Furthermore, in the fabrication process 
of the second embodiment, the light-absorbing and barrier 
layers 103 and 120 are both masked With the second mask 
302 and etched using the second and third etchants, respec 
tively. Accordingly, it takes a reduced number of process 
steps to de?ne the etch masks. 

[0120] Embodiment 3 

[0121] Hereinafter, a third embodiment of the present 
invention Will be described With reference to FIGS. 7 
through 8D. FIG. 7 schematically illustrates a cross-sec 
tional structure for a photodetector 300 according to the 
third embodiment. 

[0122] As shoWn in FIG. 7, the photodetector 300 of the 
third embodiment is different from the photodetector 100 of 
the ?rst embodiment in that the insulating ?lm 114 as an 
undercoat for the interconnect 111 is a stack of SiN and SiO2 
layers in the photodetector 300. In the other respects, the 
photodetector 300 has the same structure as the photodetec 
tor 100, and the description thereof Will be omitted or 
simpli?ed herein. 

[0123] The photodetector 300 shoWn in FIG. 7 includes 
photodiode mesa 140 and pad mesa 160 on a semi-insulating 
InP substrate 101. More speci?cally, the photodiode mesa 
140 includes semiconductor conductive layer 102 of n-In 
GaAsP, light-absorbing layer 103 of n_-InGaAs and Wide 
bandgap layer (or InP WindoW layer) 104 including a p+-type 
doped region 105. All of these layers are stacked in this order 
on the substrate 101 to have upWardly decreasing planar 
areas. As in the ?rst embodiment, a level difference eXists 
betWeen the conductive and light-absorbing layers 102 and 
103 and betWeen the light-absorbing and Wide bandgap 
layers 103 and 104. It should be noted that a carrier barrier 
layer 120 may be additionally formed betWeen the conduc 
tive and light-absorbing layers 102 and 103 as in the second 
embodiment. Also, the pad mesa 160 does not have to be the 
second conductive layer 109, but may be any other type of 
layer (e.g., insulating layer). 

[0124] In the photodetector 300, an insulating ?lm 114, 
consisting of passivation ?lm 108 of SiN and interlevel 
dielectric ?lm 112 of SiO2, is deposited over the substrate 
eXcept the area Where the doped region 105 should be 
eXposed and the area Where an n-side electrode 107 is 
formed. More speci?cally, the SiN passivation ?lm 108 
(Which Will be simply referred to as an “SiN layer”) has been 
deposited to cover the surfaces of the photodiode and pad 
mesas 140 and 160 and the eXposed surface of the substrate 
101. And the SiO2 interlevel dielectric ?lm 112 (Which Will 
be simply referred to as an “SiO2 layer”) has been deposited 
on the SiN layer 108. In the illustrated embodiment, the SiN 
layer 108 may have a thickness of about 30 nm and the SiO2 
layer 112 may have a thickness of about 500 nm. 

[0125] In the photodetector 300 of the third embodiment, 
the insulating ?lm 114, covering the surface of the photo 
diode mesa 140, has a multilayer structure and is thicker 

Jan. 3, 2002 

than the single SiN layer 108 for the ?rst or second embodi 
ment. Accordingly, the interconnect capacitance can be 
reduced. Hereinafter, it Will be described Why the insulating 
?lm 114 is formed as a stack of the SiN and SiO2 layers 108 
and 112. 

[0126] Generally speaking, the thickness of an SiN layer 
should not eXceed a certain limit because cracks Would be 
formed easily in a thick SiN layer. In addition, an SiN layer 
has a dielectric constant higher than that of an SiO2 layer. 
HoWever, it is also knoWn that Where a passivation ?lm for 
an InP photodetector is made of SiO2, a leakage current, 
?oWing through the photodetector, increases compared to a 
structure in Which the photodetector includes a passivation 
?lm of SiN. Thus, the present inventor believed that if the 
insulating ?lm is formed as a stack of a thick SiO2 layer for 
reducing the capacitance on a thin SiN layer for passivation 
purposes, then a photodetector including that insulating ?lm 
should have its leakage current and interconnect capacitance 
both reduced. And as a result of experiments I carried out, 
I succeeded in making a photodetector 300 With an inter 
connect capacitance that had been reduced to about half of 
the junction capacitance thereof. Speci?cally, the photode 
tector 300 shoWn in FIG. 7 had a junction capacitance of 0.1 
pF and an interconnect capacitance of 0.05 pF. 

[0127] The SiN layer 108 preferably has a thickness of 20 
nm through 100 nm. This is because Where the SiN layer 108 
has a thickness of 20 nm or more, good passivation effects 
are attainable. Also, if the thickness of the SiN layer 108 is 
100 nm or less, no cracks Will be made in the SiN layer 108. 
On the other hand, Where a photodetector, including a doped 
region 105 With a diameter of about 35 pm, should have its 
interconnect capacitance halved compared to the junction 
capacitance thereof, the SiO2 layer 112 preferably has a 
thickness of 400 nm or more. The SiO2 layer 112 has no 
maXimum alloWable thickness, but may be of any thickness 
appropriate for the photodetector 300. 

[0128] Hereinafter, it Will be described With reference to 
FIGS. 8A through 8D hoW to fabricate the photodetector 
300 of the third embodiment. FIGS. 8A through 8D are 
cross-sectional vieWs illustrating respective process steps 
for fabricating the photodetector 300 of the third embodi 
ment. 

[0129] First, the same process steps as those illustrated in 
FIGS. 2A through 2D are carried out, thereby obtaining the 
structure shoWn in FIG. BA, in Which the photodiode and 
pad mesas 140 and 160 are formed on the semi-insulating 
InP substrate 101. The structure shoWn in FIG. 8A is formed 
by the fabrication process of the ?rst embodiment. Thus, the 
effects of the ?rst embodiment are also attainable by the 
third embodiment. 

[0130] Next, as shoWn in FIG. 8B, 21 passivation ?lm 108 
of SiN and an interlevel dielectric ?lm 112 of SiO2 are 
deposited in this order over the substrate to thicknesses of 
about 30 nm and about 500 nm, respectively, so as to cover 
the photodiode and pad mesas 140 and 160. Then, parts of 
the interlevel dielectric and passivation ?lms 112 and 108, in 
Which the doped region 105 should be eXposed and an n-side 
electrode 107 Will be formed, respectively, are etched aWay, 
thereby forming openings 310. It should be noted that the 
parts of the insulating ?lm 114 located over the photodiode 
mesa 140 cover the formerly eXposed surfaces of the Wide 
bandgap, light-absorbing and conductive layers 104, 103 










