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(57) ABSTRACT 

An infant sock for crawling infants includes a generally 
tubular sock member having an upper surface, a loWer 
surface, a toe surface forming a closed end, and an open end. 
An elastic band is attached at the open end receiving an 

infant’s foot. A gripper member covers at least a portion of 

the upper surface, the loWer surface and the toe surface and 
has an increased coefficient of friction. 
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INFANT SOCK 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. provi 
sional patent application Serial No. 60/214,377 ?led Jun. 28, 
2000. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to a sock 
for an infant and, in particular, to a sock designed to provide 
additional traction for a craWling infant. 

[0003] Dressing an infant With fabric socks is advanta 
geous in many Ways. Socks are aesthetically pleasing, keep 
the infant’s feet Warm and protect the infant’s feet from 
minor cuts and abrasions. When the infant becomes ambu 
latory, hoWever, socks can be disadvantageous on smooth 
?oor surfaces, such as hardWood or linoleum ?oors, because 
there is a very loW coef?cient of friction betWeen fabric 
material of the socks and the ?oor surface. This poses an 
increased risk of injury because the infant may slip and fall 
on the smooth surface While Wearing only the fabric socks. 
Dressing the infant With shoes is one solution to this 
problem, but it is not alWays desirable, and is often dif?cult, 
to put shoes on an ambulatory infant. 

[0004] This is a recogniZed problem, and many prior art 
infants socks, therefore, have been ?tted With material that 
provides greater traction on the bottom of the sock. This 
material is also referred to as a gripper area. These prior art 
socks have Worked Well for those infants Who have already 
progressed to Walking, because the portion of the sock With 
the gripper area is in contact With the smooth ?oor surface. 
These prior art socks, hoWever, have been disadvantageous 
for craWling infants, because typically the feet of craWling 
infants contact the ?oor surface With portion of the foot 
closest to the toes or the top of the foot, rather than the 
bottom of the foot. Because the top portion of the prior art 
socks did not contain a gripper area on the toes or top of the 
sock, the same problems Were encountered as With socks 
Without any gripper area, Which results in an increased risk 
of injury to craWling infants Wearing the prior art socks. 

[0005] It is desirable to provide an infant sock that Will 
provide greater traction for craWling infants as Well as for 
infants that are already Walking. 

[0006] It is an object of this invention, therefore, to 
provide an infant sock suitable for both craWling and Walk 
ing infants With a decreased risk of injury to the craWling 
infant Wearing the sock. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The present invention concerns an infant sock for 
use With a craWling infant. The infant sock includes a tubular 
sock member With an upper surface, a loWer surface, and a 
toe portion connecting and enclosing the upper and loWer 
surfaces at a leading edge of the sock member. At the 
opposite end of the tubular sock member, the upper surface 
and loWer surface form an open end for receiving a foot. A 
gripper area is attached to the exterior portion of the sock 
member and preferably extends from the upper surface to 
the toe area and further to the loWer surface. The gripper area 
is preferably a single piece of frictional material that covers 
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an area along the loWer surface, and a lesser area on the 
upper surface. The gripper is preferably attached to the 
fabric of the sock member by a thermal process. The sock 
member preferably includes an elastic member at the open 
end to keep the sock in place on the infant’s foot and loWer 
leg. 
[0008] Alternatively, the sock member is advantageously 
foot-shaped for ease of dressing the infant. 

[0009] Alternatively, the gripper area is formed in a tread 
pattern and can include transversely or circumferentially 
spaced ribs along the upper surface, toe portion, and loWer 
surface. 

[0010] The present invention recogniZes that prior art 
socks Were suitable neither for providing traction to craWl 
ing infants nor for reducing the risk of injury to craWling 
infants on smooth ?oor surfaces. With a gripper area at the 
top surface and toe portion of the sock member, the present 
invention provides infants Wearing the present invention a 
greater ability to craWl on smooth surfaces, While reducing 
the risk of injury to craWling infants. The present invention 
is also suitable for infants Who have progressed to Walking, 
because the gripper area extends to the loWer surface of the 
sock member. 

[0011] The present invention is a novel improvement over 
the prior art because While the prior art teaches many 
different varieties of infant socks, none of the prior art 
teaches an infant sock With a gripper area extending to the 
toe and the upper surface of the sock member for the purpose 
of providing traction to craWling infants. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] The above, as Well as other advantages of the 
present invention, Will become readily apparent to those 
skilled in the art from the folloWing detailed description of 
a preferred embodiment When considered in the light of the 
accompanying draWings in Which: 

[0013] FIG. 1 is a bottom vieW of an infant sock in 
accordance With the present invention; 

[0014] FIG. 2 is a side vieW of the infant sock in FIG. 1; 
and 

[0015] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of an infant sock in accordance With the present 
invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0016] Referring noW to FIGS. 1 and 2, an infant sock is 
shoWn generally at 10. The infant sock 10 includes a 
generally tubular sock member 11. The sock member 11 
includes an upper surface 18, a loWer surface 16, and a toe 
surface 14 on the exterior thereof. The toe surface 14 de?nes 
an enclosed end of the sock member 11 opposite an open end 
for receiving an infant’s foot (not shoWn). The sock member 
11 is preferably constructed of a natural fabric material, such 
as cotton, or a synthetic fabric material, such as Lycra or 
spandex, or a combination of such materials. Preferably the 
infant sock 10 is latex free. The upper surface 18 and the 
loWer surface 16 preferably consist of the same amount of 
fabric material so as to ensure a good ?t on an infant’s foot 

(not shoWn.) The infant sock 10 is preferably siZed to ?t an 
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infant learning to crawl. A typical age for such an infant is 
about four months of age to about one year of age. 

[0017] A gripper member 12 is adhered to the loWer 
surface 16, the upper surface 18, and the toe surface 14. 
Preferably the gripper member 12 covers a continuous area 
of the sock member 11 extending from a seam on the upper 
surface 18 (not shoWn) at the toe surface 14 to a front-to-mid 
section of the loWer surface 16 of the sock member 11. The 
area covered by the gripper member 12 on the loWer surface 
16 is preferably greater than the area covered by the gripper 
member 12 on the upper surface 18. The gripper member 12 
preferably covers most of the area of the toe surface 14. 
Alternatively, the gripper member 12 covers a greater area 
on the upper surface 18 than on the loWer surface 16. The 
gripper member 12 is preferably constructed of a material 
that increases the coefficient of friction With a ?oor surface, 
such as a rubberiZed material or the like, having a coefficient 
of friction greater than a coefficient of friction of the material 
from Which the sock member 11 is made. The material of the 
gripper member 12 is ?exible and Withstands laundering. 
The material of the gripper member 12 may be adhered to 
the sock member 11 by a thermal process, such as an 
applique process. 

[0018] The sock member 11 also includes an annular 
elastic band 22 attached to the upper surface 18 and loWer 
surface 16 that forms the open end for receiving the infant’s 
foot. The elastic band 22 also aids in keeping the sock 
member 11 in place on the infant’s loWer leg (not shoWn.) 
The elastic band 22 preferably includes a fabric sheath for 
comfort. A tubular entrance band 24 is attached to the elastic 
band 22. The entrance band 24 is preferably constructed of 
the same material as the sock member 11 and may include 
a typical knitting pattern 26. The knitting pattern 26 pref 
erably consists of multiple parallel ribs of knitted fabric that 
may be folded toWards the toe surface 14 as desired for 
aesthetic purposes. The sock member 11 also includes an 
emblem or similar indicia 20 on the loWer surface 16. The 
emblem 20 may be constructed of the same material as the 
gripper member 12. Alternatively, the emblem 20 is attached 
to the upper surface 18 or to the entrance band 24. 

[0019] Referring noW to FIG. 3, an alternative embodi 
ment of an infant sock is shoWn generally at 100. The infant 
sock 100 includes a generally foot-shaped sock member 111. 
The sock member 111 includes an upper surface 118, a loWer 
surface 116, and a toe surface 114. The toe surface 114 forms 
an enclosed end of the upper surface 118, and the loWer 
surface 116. The sock member 111 is preferably constructed 
of a natural fabric material, such as cotton, or a synthetic 
fabric material, such as Lycra or spandex, or a combination 
of such materials. Preferably the infant sock 100 is latex 
free. The infant sock 100 is preferably siZed to ?t an infant 
learning to craWl. A typical age for such an infant is about 
four months of age to about one year of age. 

[0020] A gripper member 112 is adhered to the loWer 
surface 116, the upper surface 118, and the toe surface 114. 
The gripper member 112 can be formed as a tread pattern 
composed of a series of spaced ribs 113 extending transverse 
to a length of the sock member 111. The ribs 113 may be 
spaced along the loWer surface 116, and may extend to the 
upper surface 118, and the toe surface 114. Preferably the 
gripper member 112 covers an area of the sock member 111 
extending from a seam on the upper surface 118 (not shoWn) 
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at the toe surface 114 to a front-to-mid section of the loWer 
surface 116 of the sock member 111. The area covered by the 
gripper member 112 on the loWer surface 116 is preferably 
greater than the area covered by the gripper member 112 on 
the upper surface 118, and the gripper member 112 may 
extend back to a heel portion 115 of the sock member 111. 
The gripper member 112 preferably covers most of the 
fabric material of the toe surface 114. The transverse ribs 113 
on the toe surface 114 may extend completely around the 
circumference of the toe surface 114. The gripper member 
112 is preferably constructed of a material that increases the 
coefficient of friction betWeen tWo materials, such as a 
rubberiZed material or the like. The material of the gripper 
member 112 is ?exible and Withstands laundering. The 
material of the gripper member 112 may be adhered to the 
sock member 111 by a thermal process, such as an applique 
process. 

[0021] The sock member 111 also includes a tubular 
elastic band 122 for receiving the infant’s foot that also aids 
in keeping the sock member 111 in place on the infant’s 
loWer leg (not shoWn.) The elastic band 122 preferably 
contains a fabric sheath for comfort. An emblem or similar 
indicia 120 can be affixed to the sock member 111. The 
emblem 120 may be constructed of the same material as the 
gripper member 112. Apackaging tab 124 can be attached to 
the sock member 111 as desired. 

[0022] In accordance With the provisions of the patent 
statutes, the present invention has been described in What is 
considered to represent its preferred embodiment. HoWever, 
it should be noted that the invention can be practiced 
otherWise than as speci?cally illustrated and described With 
out departing from its spirit or scope. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An infant sock for craWling infants comprising: 

a generally tubular sock member having an exterior upper 
surface and an exterior loWer surface extending 
betWeen an open end and a closed end, said closed end 
having an exterior toe surface, said open end being 
adapted for receiving an infant’s foot; and 

a gripper member connected to said sock member, said 
gripper member covering at least a portion of each of 
said upper surface, said loWer surface and said toe 
surface, said gripper member having a coefficient of 
friction greater than a coefficient of friction of any of 
said upper surface, said loWer surface and said toe 
surface. 

2. The infant sock according to claim 1 Wherein said 
portion of said upper surface covered by said gripper mem 
ber is greater than said portion of said loWer surface covered 
by said gripper member. 

3. The infant sock according to claim 1 Wherein said 
portion of said loWer surface covered by said gripper mem 
ber is greater than said portion of said upper surface covered 
by said gripper member. 

4. The infant sock according to claim 1 Wherein said 
gripper member is formed from a rubberiZed material. 

5. The infant sock according to claim 1 Wherein said 
gripper member is adhered to said sock member by a thermal 
process. 
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6. The infant sock according to claim 1 wherein said 
gripper member is a continuous member. 

7. The infant sock according to claim 1 Wherein said 
gripper member has a plurality of spaced ribs extending 
transverse to a length of said sock member. 

8. The infant sock according to claim 7 Wherein said 
extending around a circumference of said toe surface. 

9. The infant sock according to claim 1 Wherein said sock 
member is generally human foot-shaped. 

10. The infant sock according to claim 1 including an 
elastic band attached at said open end of said sock member. 

11. The infant sock according to claim 1 including an 
entrance band attached at said open end of said sock 
member. 
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12. An infant sock for craWling infants comprising: 
a generally tubular sock member having an exterior upper 

surface and an exterior loWer surface extending 
betWeen ?rst and second ends, and an exterior toe 
surface closing said ?rst end, said second end being 
open to receive an infant’s foot; 

an elastic band attached to said open end of said sock 
member; and 

a gripper member forming at least a portion of each of 
said upper surface, said loWer surface and said toe 
surface, said gripper member having a coefficient of 
friction greater than a coefficient of friction of a mate 
rial forming said sock member. 

* * * * * 


