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PLURALITY OF PICTURE APPEARANCE 
CHOICES FROM A COLOR PHOTOGRAPHIC 
RECORDING MATERIAL INTENDED FOR 

SCANNING 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This is a continuation-in-part of US. Ser. No. 
09/592,816, ?led Jun. 13, 2000. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to the ?eld of pho 
tography; more particularly, it relates to a photo?nishing 
system as Well as to an electronic image processing and 
manipulation arrangement, Which includes digital image 
processing. The method is especially suitable for providing 
a selection of scene reproductions With more than one 

particular characteristic appearance or “look”, Where the 
image reproduction selection is achieved by the exposure, 
development, and scanning and image processing of a color 
photographic recording material intended for scanning. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Color photographic systems knoWn in the art cap 
ture images of scenes on light-sensitive silver halide media 
or electronic devices, recording the eXposing light in analog 
or digital form, respectively. FolloWing processing, they 
provide printed hard copy or soft copy output as a visual 
reproduction of the recorded scene. For example, scene 
images can be captured on color negative ?lm and then 
reproduced after chemical development by optical printing, 
or scanning and electronic Writing on photographic paper. 
Scene images can also be captured on reversal photographic 
materials, such as slide transparencies, and then be vieWed 
directly by projection or back-illumination, or even be 
printed onto silver halide photographic paper. In other cases, 
color images can be captured by electronic devices, such as 
video cameras or digital still cameras, and vieWed on 
monitors or printed using dye sublimation thermal printers. 
The systems mentioned above are just some eXamples of 
color image recording systems. In each case, these systems 
produce different appearance characteristics in the color 
reproduction. 
[0004] These differing reproduction appearance character 
istics are a result of a number of different factors. The ?nal 
appearance relates to the properties of the scene-recording 
element (color recording accuracy and signal-to-noise), the 
system image processing (rendering of hue, colorfulness, 
lightness, noise, sharpness, and tone scale), and the display 
form (print, slide or soft copy) With its individual color 
reproduction gamut, as Well as the vieWing conditions and 
the state of adaptation of the vieWer. In a traditional photo 
graphic system Which includes a color negative ?lm and 
photo?nishing involving ?lm development and tail-end pro 
cessing—and optical printing onto color paper With its 
subsequent development and tail-end processing—the ?lm 
tends to dominate the imaging chain properties. Its color 
recording accuracy, graininess, sharpness enhancement, 
contrast or gamma, and particularly its chemical interlayer 
interimage effects, Which provide full system color correc 
tion and sharpness enhancement, tend to produce a recog 
niZable, characteristic appearance of the ?nal re?ection print 
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across all subject matter. The sustained improvement of 
these individual properties and their aggregate performance 
has been the basis for marketplace competition in ?lm for 
decades. Furthermore, the overall limitations of a pure 
chemical imaging system, particularly around color and tone 
reproduction, have forced the specialiZation of ?lms for 
different applications and induced the marketplace to seg 
ment the product category into different lines. Consumers 
typically select ?lm giving higher print contrast and color 
fulness for general-purpose photography, Whereas advanced 
amateurs often prefer ?lms producing more accurate color 
reproduction With loWer contrast. Professional photogra 
phers select ?lms for portraiture producing loW print con 
trast and eXcellent ?esh hues, With loWer sharpness for a 
softer, more pleasing look. Should a photographer have 
miXed subject matter (e.g., portraits, scenic landscapes, and 
“candid or grab-shots” of people), the ?lm properties Will 
compromise the print reproduction of at least some of the 
images relative to the selection of a specialiZed ?lm. This 
compromise is so signi?cant that Advanced Photo SystemTM 
camera designers have made ?lm mid-roll interrupt a pre 
mium camera feature so the photographers can remove a 
partially used ?lm roll and replace it With another better 
suited to the photographer’s changing artistic preference or 
scene content requirements. The astute photographer knoWs 
to select a particular ?lm to achieve a desired characteristic 
print appearance, or “look”. 

[0005] Electronic image processing folloWing ?lm scan 
ning or digital still camera capture, neW silver halide paper 
Writing devices (e.g., laser Writers), and neW print methods 
and media (e.g., inkjet printers and inks) are revolutioniZing 
color reproduction by re-de?ning print color and tone ren 
dering. The rigid limitations imposed by a pure chemical 
system of color correction and image structure management 
With a silver halide print of the prior art have been removed, 
and many system tone scales, colorfulness levels, hue and 
lightness renditions, and sharpness levels can be provided 
using an electronic signal processing chain. Thus it is 
possible to manipulate the appearance characteristics in an 
automated photo?nishing process by applying mathematical 
algorithms to the individual image piXel data to provide a 
scene reproduction having a desired balance of contrast, 
color saturation and pleasing skin tones as determined by a 
manufacturer or photo?nisher. See for example US. Pat. 
No. 5,528,339 to Buhr et al. 

[0006] Digital minilab photo?nishing systems are begin 
ning to supplement optical printing minilabs in the commer 
cial trade, in part to provide printing services to digital still 
camera photographers as Well as netWork services to current 
camera ?lms designed for optical printing. The NORITSU 
QSS-2711 DLS System uses KODAK DLS SoftWare in 
order to provide silver halide prints enhanced by electronic 
image processing that have adjusted contrast, color balance 
corrected for indoor lighting, and increased print sharpness. 
It also provides special effects printing, including black-& 
White or sepia-toned renditions of color input (e.g., from 
color recording ?lms or digital cameras) and exaggerated, 
high-color printing. 

[0007] The success of such digital image processing to 
provide one or more pleasing print appearances still depends 
heavily on the quality of the image capture medium or 
device. Current photographic image capture ?lms Were 
designed for direct vieWing (color reversal) or optical print 
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ing (color negative) and are sub-optimal for digitization 
compared With ?lms designed for scanning and electronic 
signal processing. U.S. Pat. No. 5,582,961 to Giorgianni et 
al. describes a color reversal photographic recording mate 
rial providing calorimetrically accurate scene capture that is 
intended for scanning and not for direct vieWing or optical 
printing onto silver halide color paper (i.e., a scan ?lm or 
scan-only ?lm). A vieWable image can be obtained by 
scanning a color negative ?lm that lacks colored masking 
couplers, as in Us. Pat. No. 5,698,379 to Bohan et al. or in 
US. Pat. No. 6,021,277 to SoWinski et al., for example. 
Having been so designed Without inherent system color 
correction properties like optical print ?lms or slide ?lms, a 
scan ?lm has no acceptable characteristic image reproduc 
tion appearance associated With it, and one must be provided 
by the selection of digital image processing parameters. 
Providing more than one desirable print appearance from the 
image data produced from the scan ?lm is not mentioned in 
US. Pat. Nos. 5,587,961, 5,698,379 and 6,021,277. 

[0008] It Would be highly desirable to provide photogra 
phers With greater control and selection over the look of their 
pictures derived from a single taking medium, and to enable 
the convenience of exercising this control after the exposure 
stage of photography, contrary to the present situation 
involving silver halide color ?lms intended for optical 
printing or direct vieWing. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] The above need is met by a ?rst aspect of the 
present invention, by providing a method of photo?nishing 
including the steps of offering a plurality of possible image 
looks and representing the selections on a display medium; 
receiving image-bearing electronic signals derived from a 
color photographic recording material intended for scanning 
from a sender; selecting one or more of the possible looks to 
apply to image-bearing electronic signals derived from a 
color photographic recording material intended for scan 
ning; processing said image-bearing electronic signals to 
provide a processed image having the properties of the 
selected look; and transferring the processed image to an 
intended recipient. 

[0010] A second aspect of the present invention is to 
provide a method of photo?nishing including the steps of 
offering a plurality of possible image looks and representing 
the selections on a display medium; receiving an exposed 
color photographic recording material intended for scan 
ning; processing the exposed color photographic recording 
material to produce an image suitable for scanning; scanning 
the image to produce image-bearing electronic signals; 
processing the image-bearing electronic signals to apply a 
selected look and; providing a processed image With the 
appearance characteristics of the selected look to an 
intended recipient. 

[0011] The present invention has an advantage of provid 
ing a photographer With the choice of differing image looks 
or appearance characteristics that can be selected at any 
point in the photographic scene capture and image repro 
duction process, and Which can be applied to the image at the 
time of photo?nishing. The method alloWs for the use of a 
single photographic recording material intended for scan 
ning to produce a selection of different image appearances, 
Which provides convenience and simplicity over selecting 
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from a plurality of ?lms intended for optical printing or 
direct vieWing at the time of photographic capture. These 
differing looks are produced from an origination image ?le 
resulting from scanning a photographic recording material 
that is intended for scanning, providing enormous ?exibility 
in the processes of image look selection and photo?nishing. 
According to a preferred embodiment, the photo?nishing 
method can be offered as an interactive service With an 
Internet World Wide Web site. The photo?nisher supplies 
the customer With a scan ?lm and a processing mailer. The 
examples of looks are displayed on the Web site and the 
customer selects one or more of the looks to be applied to his 
images. 
[0012] The present invention therefore relates to a photo 
?nishing method Which comprises offering a plurality of 
available image looks to a customer in a manner Which 
permits the customer to select at least one image look for 
association With at least one image captured by the customer 
on scan-only photographic material; converting the at least 
one image to an image-bearing electronic signal represen 
tative of the at least one image; applying the selected look 
to the image-bearing electronic signal; processing the 
image-bearing electronic signal to provide a processed 
image having properties of the selected image look; and 
transferring the processed image to at least one of a customer 
or an intended recipient. 

[0013] The present invention further relates to a photo?n 
ishing method Which comprises offering a plurality of pos 
sible image looks and representing the image looks on a 
display medium for vieWing and selection by a customer; 
receiving an exposed color photographic recording material 
intended for scanning from the customer; processing the 
exposed color photographic recording material to produce 
an image suitable for scanning; scanning the image to 
produce imagebearing electronic signals; processing the 
image-bearing electronic signals to apply a selected look 
from the plurality of possible image looks; and providing a 
processed image With an appearance characteristic of the 
selected image look to at least one of the customer or an 
intended recipient. 

[0014] The present invention further relates to a photo?n 
ishing method Which comprises offering a plurality of avail 
able image looks to a customer in a manner Which permits 
the customer to select at least one image look Which is to be 
applied to an image-bearing electronic signal representative 
of a captured image; receiving the image-bearing electronic 
signal and information representative of the selected image 
look; processing the image-bearing electronic signal to 
provide a processed image having properties of the selected 
image look; and transferring the processed image to at least 
one of the customer or an intended recipient. 

[0015] The present invention further relates to an image 
processing arrangement Which comprises an input section 
adapted to receive a digital image; and a processing section 
including a display for displaying a plurality of available 
image looks. The processing section is adapted to permit a 
user to select at least one look from the available looks for 
association With the digital image, and to process the digital 
image to provide for a processed image having properties of 
the selected look. 

[0016] The present invention further relates to a computer 
program product, comprising a computer readable storage 
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medium having a computer program stored thereon, Which 
When loaded into the computer, causes the computer to 
perform the steps of: offer a plurality of available image 
looks to a customer in a manner Which permits the customer 
to select at least one image look Which is to be applied to an 
image-bearing electronic signal representative of a captured 
image; transfer the image-bearing electronic signal and 
information representative of the selected image look to a 
photo?nishing service provider; process the image-bearing 
electronic signal to provide a processed image having prop 
erties of the selected image look; and transfer the processed 
image to at least one of the customer or an intended 

recipient. 

[0017] The present invention further relates to a photo?n 
ishing method based on an interactive photo?nishing service 
ordering session betWeen a photo?nishing service provider 
and a customer. The method comprises checking for a stored 
customer pro?le for the customer based on at least a cus 

tomer identi?cation of the customer, With the customer 
pro?le including information representative of previously 
selected preferred image looks for the customer. If the 
customer has a stored customer pro?le, the method com 
prises offering a plurality of possible image looks to the 
customer in a manner Which permits the customer to select 
a preferred image look Which is to be applied to an image 
bearing electronic signal representative of a captured image, 
With at least one of the offered possible image looks being 
a previously selected preferred image look from the stored 
customer pro?le; and updating the stored customer pro?le 
based on the selected preferred image look. If the customer 
does not have a stored customer pro?le, the method com 
prises offering a plurality of possible image looks to the 
customer in a manner Which permits the customer to select 
at least one image look Which is to be applied to an image 
bearing electronic signal representative of a captured image; 
and creating a neW customer pro?le based on the selected 
image look. 

[0018] The present invention further relates to a computer 
program product Which comprises a computer readable 
storage medium having a computer program stored thereon, 
Which When loaded into the computer, causes the computer 
to perform the steps of offering photo?nishing services 
based on an interactive photo?nishing service ordering 
session betWeen a photo?nishing service provider and a 
customer Which comprises checking a server for a stored 
customer pro?le for the customer based on at least a cus 
tomer identi?cation of the customer. The customer pro?le 
includes information representative of previously selected 
preferred image looks for the customer, Wherein if the 
customer has a stored customer pro?le, the method com 
prises offering a plurality of possible image looks to the 
customer in a manner Which permits the customer to select 
a preferred image look Which is to be applied to an image 
bearing electronic signal representative of a captured image, 
With at least one of the offered possible image looks being 
a previously selected preferred image look from the stored 
customer pro?le; and updating the stored customer pro?le 
based on the selected preferred image look. If the customer 
does not have a stored customer pro?le, the method com 
prises offering a plurality of possible image looks to the 
customer in a manner Which permits the customer to select 
at least one image look Which is to be applied to an image 
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bearing electronic signal representative of a captured image; 
and creating a neW customer pro?le based on the selected 
image look. 

[0019] The present invention further relates to a photo?n 
ishing method based on an interactive photo?nishing service 
ordering session betWeen a photo?nishing service provider 
and a customer, Wherein the customer accesses a monitor 
during the ordering session. The method comprises deter 
mining monitor settings of the monitor accessed by the 
customer; comparing the determined monitor settings to 
optimum monitor settings that provide preferred calibration 
results; providing color calibration information to the cus 
tomer based on the comparing step; and checking for a 
stored customer pro?le for the customer based on at least a 
customer identi?cation of the customer. The customer pro 
?le includes information representative of preferred monitor 
settings for the customer. 

[0020] The present invention further relates to a computer 
program product Which comprises a computer readable 
storage medium having a computer program stored thereon, 
Which When loaded into the computer, causes the computer 
to perform the steps of: offer photo?nishing services based 
on an interactive photo?nishing service ordering session 
betWeen a photo?nishing service provider and a customer, 
Wherein the customer accesses a monitor during the inter 
active ordering session; determine monitor settings of the 
monitor accessed by the customer; compare the determined 
monitor settings to optimum monitor settings that provide 
preferred calibration results; provide color calibration infor 
mation to the customer based on the comparing step; and 
check for a stored customer pro?le for the customer based on 
at least a customer identi?cation of the customer. The 
customer pro?le includes information representative of pre 
ferred monitor settings for the customer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0021] FIG. 1 is a block diagram shoWing a photo?nish 
ing system according to the present invention; 

[0022] FIG. 2A is the front side of a ?lm processing 
envelope for photo?nishing services that provide selectable 
image looks; 
[0023] FIG. 2B is the backside of a ?lm processing 
envelope for photo?nishing services, Which displays a cata 
log of the variable image reproductions; 

[0024] FIG. 3 is a computer monitor display of an Internet 
Web page relating to a method of interactive picture look 
selection; 
[0025] FIG. 4A is a computer monitor display of an 
Internet Web page shoWing the examples of image looks 
provided according to the present invention; 

[0026] FIG. 4B. Ms a computer monitor display of an 
Internet Web page shoWing eXamples of additional infor 
mation that can be associated With and accompany the image 
looks provided according to the present invention; 

[0027] FIG. 5 is a block diagram shoWing a photo?nish 
ing system capable of accepting and processing images 
according to the present invention; 

[0028] FIG. 6 is a block diagram shoWing a netWorked 
computer system capable of accepting and sending image 
data according to the present invention; 
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[0029] FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a preferred 
method of electronic signal processing of input image 
bearing signals from scanning to form output image-bearing 
signals for printing that have been modi?ed in accord With 
a selected appearance; 

[0030] FIG. 8 is a block diagram shoWing further features 
of a photo?nishing system according to the present inven 
tion; 
[0031] FIG. 9 is a computer monitor display of a customer 
identi?cation and log-on page; 

[0032] FIG. 10 is a computer monitor display of an 
Internet Web page shoWing the selection of image looks 
provided according to the present invention; and 

[0033] FIG. 11 is a block diagram Which illustrates the 
building of a customer pro?le for personaliZed image look 
selection in accordance With a further feature of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0034] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an embodi 
ment of the present invention. In step 101, a photo?nisher 
provides a catalog of available image looks and options for 
the photo?nishing service. An image “look” can be de?ned 
by characteriZing the appearance of a reproduction relative 
to the appearance of the original scene. Individuals differ in 
their preference for appearance characteristics of image 
reproductions. An original scene can be reproduced With 
accurate hues, or With hues shifted in color space according 
to an individual or a general population preference. An 
original scene can be reproduced With varying levels of 
colorfulness, i.e., entirely Without color as in black-and 
White, With accurate colorfulness, or With increased color 
fulness; in addition, the colorfulness of particular colors 
Within the scene may desirably be manipulated relative to 
one another. An original scene can be reproduced With 
varying levels of lightness, e.g., contrast, and With rendering 
tone scales that vary With overall light levels; tone scale 
selection can be used to mitigate the visual effect of harsh 
scene lighting (e.g., loWer contrast) or ?at scene lighting 
(e.g., higher contrast). Furthermore, spatial image manipu 
lations relating to image noise alteration (e.g., noise reduc 
tion or graininess smoothing) and detail or sharpness alter 
ation (e.g., unsharp masking to increases loW frequency 
information) can also affect the appearance of and desirabil 
ity of a scene reproduction. 

[0035] Within the conteXt of the present invention, the 
term “looks” relates to speci?c combinations of color hue 
reproduction, colorfulness level and tonal rendering, and 
spatial manipulations, Which provide pleasing scene repro 
ductions to one or more individuals. It Will be appreciated 
that a pleasing scene reproduction to a particular individual 
or group of individuals does not necessarily provide for 
superior scene reproduction from a technical basis. For 
eXample, a grotesque or dark, Gothic reproduction of a scene 
Which may be pleasing to a particular individual, but not 
necessarily an accurate or broadly preferred rendering of the 
captured scene, falls Within the scope of the present inven 
tion. 

[0036] The catalog described in FIG. 1 can be a brochure, 
a sign, an advertisement or a poster. The catalog can be a 
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?lm processing envelope, an order form, a bill, or a receipt. 
The catalog can be represented in a printed form on a 
re?ection material or by an electronic display technology, 
such as a computer monitor, a liquid crystal display (LCD), 
a television, or a personal digital assistant. It can be repre 
sented by a verbal description suitable for receipt by a voice 
technology, such as cellular telephone. It is a common 
practice for a photo?nisher, When receiving ?lm for pro 
cessing, to supply the customer With a processing envelope; 
When the photo?nisher is a Wholesale, mail order institution, 
the processing envelope can be sent through the mail (i.e., a 
mailer). The customer’s eXposed ?lm is placed in the 
processing envelope and sealed, With customer order infor 
mation such as name, order options, billing method, and a 
means of contact such as a daytime telephone number 
commonly supplied. FIG. 2A shoWs the front side 3000a of 
a ?lm-processing envelope for photo?nishing services that 
offer the selection of different image looks (section 3001a) 
from a single ?lm capture medium. The backside 3000b of 
a ?lm-processing envelope is shoWn in FIG. 2B, Which 
provides a catalog (section 3001b) of some available image 
looks. 

[0037] On the processing envelope are commonly found 
check-off boXes, Which provide a menu of options for the 
photo?nishing order. For eXample, the processing envelope 
can offer various print siZes, single or duplicate prints, and 
enlargements; it is preferred for the envelope to disclose 
photo?nishing options around variable image appearances. 
For the purposes of the invention, the catalog can constitute 
a description on the ?lm container itself or any associated 
packaging that indicates the possible use of the ?lm to 
provide multiple looks. It is common trade practice With 
consumer photographic ?lms to describe the applications of 
the product on the container boX both on the inside and on 
the outside. It is also contemplated that the camera used to 
eXpose the ?lm can interrogate a microchip, a magnetic 
coating, or other information storage means associated With 
the ?lm, or its cartridge or cassette, in order to determine the 
possible use of the ?lm to provide a selection of image 
appearances. In an especially preferred form of the inven 
tion, the catalog is represented by a World Wide Web 
(WWW) page on the Internet. It is contemplated that the 
customer may purchase both uneXposed ?lm and its pro 
cessing through the same channel at the same time, or 
through different channels at different times and, after taking 
pictures, return the eXposed ?lm to the photo?nisher for 
development and image processing. There is no requirement 
that the ?lm bear an indication of its suitability for photo 
?nishing to provide multiple appearances (e.g., an adver 
tised, conforming use). Only the photo?nisher, his interme 
diaries, or his agents need to provide a description of the 
photo?nishing service that provides a selection of image 
appearances according to the invention. For the purposes of 
the invention, the customer can be a single individual, such 
as the photographer Who eXposed the photographic record 
ing material, or a retail client of the photo?nishing service, 
or he may represent a group of individuals buying services 
as a consortium (e.g., a club, a cooperative, a business, a 
?rm, an institution, a government organiZation). The photo 
?nisher can be an actual operation that conducts all of the 
technical Work of ?lm scanning, image processing, image 
transmission, processed image printing, etc., or the photo 
?nisher can be a service providing party that offers one of 
more services to customers and that in turn receives one or 
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more of the needed technical steps or services from a 
different service provider. In one example of the invention, 
the photo?nisher is a service provider, Which only deals in 
reprinting previously developed ?lm. 
[0038] The characteristic appearance that is produced by 
the invention can be represented by a verbal description, a 
Written description, by icons, by graphical means, or by 
pictorial description, or by a combination of the various 
means. It is preferred to represent the different image looks 
produced by the invention With a pictorial representation, in 
particular a sample image. It is recogniZed, hoWever, that the 
limitations of the printing methodology may compromise 
the quality of the representation. It is also appreciated that 
the visual ability or acuity of the vieWer or purchaser Will 
vary among the population. The lighting under Which the 
customer vieWs the brochure, the vieWer’s state of adapta 
tion, or even the production features of the catalog may 
affect his perception of the nature of the look. Therefore it 
is highly preferred to supplement pictorial representations of 
the image looks With text descriptions of the properties of 
the looks. It is preferred to describe the image looks in terms 
of the presence or absence of color (that is, a color image, 
a black-and-White image, or a sepia image, for example), 
image contrast, image colorfulness, image hue rendition, 
and image sharpness and graininess. It is also possible to 
compare the offered looks to existing ?lm products knoWn 
for characteristic or trademark looks. It is also possible to 
characteriZe the looks by a ranking system, such as: good, 
better, best. It is furthermore possible to characteriZe the 
image looks by customer segmentation; for example, color 
rendition preferred by teenagers, by artists, by professional 
photographers, or by geographical, regional or cultural pref 
erence. It is preferred to represent the image looks by 
application such as landscape, portraiture, baby picture, 
candid or grab shot, party scene, dreary day, snoW or beach 
scene, and so forth. The image looks can also be character 
iZed by their suitability for a particular vieWing condition or 
lighting condition during exposure such as bright lighting 
levels, loW lighting levels, tungsten lighting, natural daylight 
illumination, arti?cial ?uorescent illumination, and so forth. 
The image looks can furthermore be characteriZed by their 
suitability for vieWing by a particular segment of the popu 
lation, such as young persons With excellent visual acuity, 
middle-aged people With farsightedness, and the elderly 
With declining visual abilities. 

[0039] In a highly preferred embodiment, the photo?nish 
ing catalog or brochure is displayed on the Internet as a 
WWW page. The Internet comprises a large number of 
computers and computer netWorks that are interconnected 
through communication links. The interconnected comput 
ers exchange information using various services, such as 
electronic mail, Gopher, and the Web. The Web service 
alloWs a server computer system (a Web server or Web site) 
to send pages of graphical information to a remote client 
computer system. The remote client computer system can 
then display the Web pages. Each source of content that is 
a computer Web page of the WWW is uniquely identi?able 
by a Uniform Resource Locator (URL). In order to vieW a 
speci?c Web page, the client computer system speci?es the 
URL for that Web page in a request. The request is for 
Warded to the Web server that supports that Web page. When 
the Web server receives the request, it sends that Web page 
to the client computer system. When the client computer 
system receives that Web page, it typically displays the Web 
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page using a broWser program. A broWser is a special 
purpose application program that conducts the requesting of 
Web pages and the displaying of Web pages. 

[0040] The WWW of the Internet is a particularly suitable 
means to both display the image looks and to interact With 
the customer to accept an order and generate a billing 
transaction. An Internet-based catalog can have an introduc 
tory page identifying the service and provider, a tutorial 
page, a sample image page, an ordering page for the pho 
tographic recording material or the image processing ser 
vices, and the address or location of available retail labora 
tories or sites offering the ?lm, photo ?nishing service, or the 
bundled combination if available. Due to concerns about 
home monitor calibration, it Would be preferred to represent 
the sample images in an exaggerated form that emphasiZes 
the differences betWeen the image the looks, and to supple 
ment the images With text descriptions of the properties of 
the look. It is contemplated to make sample image looks 
available for doWnloading as image ?les (e.g., a tagged 
image-?le-format (TIFF) ?le) over the Internet for home 
printing so that a customer can see sample images prepared 
on his home printing equipment, such as an inkjet printer. An 
example of printing over a netWork is KODAK PHOTONET 
ONLINE service offered by Eastman Kodak Company, 
Rochester, NY. 

[0041] In step 102 (FIG. 1), a photo?nishing service 
receives the customer’s exposed scan ?lm. While any cam 
era speed photographic recording material, or image ?le 
derived from a recording material (e.g., a ?lm scan), a 
recorded image (e. g., a print scan image ?le) or an electronic 
recording device (e.g., a digital still camera), can be 
employed in the practice of this invention, the ability to 
provide superior image capture and storage properties and 
electronic image processing capability is greatly facilitated 
by employing a ?lm designed for scanning. A ?lm intended 
for scanning can be characteriZed by having loW suitability 
for both direct vieWing (e.g., projection) and optical print 
ing. The ?lm intended for scanning may be suitable for Wet, 
aqueous processing including lamination and chemical 
transfer methods, or it may be suitable for dry, thermal 
processing by being comprised of incorporated development 
chemicals. 

[0042] In one embodiment, a dry-process ?lm intended for 
scanning can be characteriZed as a light sensitive silver 
halide photographic recording material having an incorpo 
rated developer in a binder on a support and capable of 
forming a differentiable machine-readable image Which 
includes a non-diffusible dye by the application of heat. 

[0043] In a second embodiment, a dry-process ?lm 
intended for scanning can be characteriZed as a light sensi 
tive silver halide photographic recording material capable of 
forming a differentiable machine-readable image Which 
includes a non-diffusible dye by the application of little to no 
processing solvent and a laminate layer, Wherein the dry 
process ?lm or the laminate layer has an incorporated 
developer. 

[0044] Suitable dry-process ?lms and suitable components 
are described by Irving et al. in US. Ser. No. 09/475,510 
?led Dec. 30, 1999, and by US. Pat. Nos. 6,048,110 to 
SZajeWski et al.; 5,756,269 to IshikaWa et al.; 5,858,629 to 
IshikaWa et al.; 6,022,673 to IshikaWa; 5,888,704 to Kiku 
chi; 5,965,332 to Kikuchi; 5,851,749 to OkaWa et al.; 
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5,851,745 to Takeuchi; 5,871,880 to Makuta et al.; 5,874, 
203 to Morita, et al.; 5,945,264 to Asami et al.; 5,976,771 to 
Kosugi et 211. and 6,051,359 to OhkaWa et al. 

[0045] The ?lm intended for scanning can have long 
exposure latitude, at least 2.5 log E, preferably at least about 
3.0 log E, more preferably at least about 3.5 log E and even 
more preferably at least about 4.0 log E. The long latitude 
facilitates proper capture of the total range of scene light 
levels under a variety of lighting conditions and illuminant 
types. The ?lm can have a high sensitivity, preferably having 
an equivalent threshold sensitivity of at least about ISO 100, 
more preferably having an equivalent threshold sensitivity 
of at least about ISO 200 and most preferably having an 
equivalent threshold sensitivity of at least about ISO 400. 
Equivalent threshold sensitivities of about ISO 800 are 
useful in one-time-use cameras (OTUCs) based on 35-mm 
format ?lm, and equivalent threshold sensitivities of up to 
about ISO 6400 are speci?cally contemplated. The high 
sensitivity further facilitates capture of scene light levels 
under poor lighting conditions of 10W illumination and When 
the scene subject is in motion, since the high sensitivity 
permits the use of a fast shutter time on a camera. 

[0046] A ?lm intended for scanning can be additionally 
characteriZed as having very distinguishable properties from 
?lms intended for optical printing or direct vieWing. The 
?lm can form a 10W gamma image after development. The 
loW gamma, especially When combined With the long lati 
tude, ensures that the formed densities are easily scanned 
Without the introduction of scanner electronic noise pro 
duced by scanning through high net density (density above 
the minimum density). Image gammas of up to about 0.7 are 
preferred, gammas of up to about 0.55 are more preferred 
and image gammas of up to about 0.45 are even more 
preferred. The ?lm can exhibit a minimal gamma after 
development processing. Image gammas of about 0.2 are 
speci?cally contemplated. Certain methods of scanning 
alloW an almost imperceptible image to be rendered into 
electronic image-bearing signals. Although a black-and 
White ?lm can be employed to facilitate some of the features 
of the invention, a color ?lm can best exploit the full features 
of the present invention. When the ?lm is a color ?lm, it can 
have individual layer units each sensitive to red, green or 
blue light, such as the ?lm intended for scanning described 
in EP-A-0 905 561 (published Mar. 31, 1999). Alternatively, 
the ?lm can have layer units sensitive to White light and to 
speci?c subsets of White light as described in US. Pat. Nos. 
5,962,205 to ArakaWa et al. and 5,053,324 to Sasaki. While 
the layer units of a color ?lm intended for scanning can be 
sensitiZed using any knoWn color sensitiZation scheme, they 
are preferably sensitiZed in a manner that approximates the 
sensitivity of the human eye, Which alloWs the accurate 
recording of scene light types as Well as levels and Which 
provides scene colorimetry. Since calorimetric capture 
requires linear space signal processing, it is incompatible 
With traditional chemical image processing practiced by 
color negative ?lms intended for optical printing and color 
reversal ?lms intended for direct vieWing. Colorimetric 
recording is a desirable trait of ?lms intended for scanning 
and electronic image processing, because image data With 
knoWn color accuracy can be more manipulated to a much 
higher extent before color errors become objectionable, 
Which in turn provides a larger range of possible image 
looks. A useful sensitiZation method, element and image 
processing scheme for colorimetric capture is described in 
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US. Pat. No. 5,582,961 to Giorgianni et al. More preferred 
spectral sensitiZing dyes and methods for colorimetric 
recording emulsion sensitiZation are disclosed by EP-A-0 
978 762 (published Feb. 9, 2000), Which claims priority 
from US. Ser. No. 09/126,658, ?led Aug. 5, 1998, and US. 
Pat. Nos. 6,093,526 and 6,143,482 to Buitano et al. Colo 
rimetric-recording negative ?lms especially useful in the 
practice of the invention are further described in US. Pat. 
No. 6,045,983 to Buitano et al., US. Pat. No. 6,146,818 to 
GonZaleZ et al., and US. Ser. No. 09/259,694 ?led Mar. 1, 
1999. 

[0047] When the ?lm intended for scanning is a color 
negative ?lm, it is preferably comprised of little or no 
colored masking coupler as described in US. Pat. Nos. 
5,698,379 and 5,840,470 to Bohan et al., and 6,021,277 to 
SoWinski et al., the disclosure of Which is herein incorpo 
rated by reference. Masking coupler is incorporated in a 
color negative intended for optical printing and performs a 
color correction step during chemical development. Elimi 
nation of the masking coupler provides for improved signal 
to-noise characteristics during chemical development and 
obviates the need to electronically counteract its effect. In 
like manner, the ?lm preferably exhibits loW levels of 
interlayer interimage effects overall, since electronic signal 
processing Will be relied upon for color correction and 
image structure enhancement. In a preferred embodiment, 
each layer unit of a color ?lm Will comprise less than about 
0.02 mmole/m2 of colored masking coupler. Since colored 
masking couplers are not required in color negative ?lms 
intended for scanning, the processed ?lm may be better 
adapted for visual appearance and inspection, in addition for 
scanning, as described in US. Pat. No. 5,972,585 to SoW 
inski et al. 

[0048] It is conventional practice With color photographic 
recording materials used for printing or for direct vieWing to 
have blue, green, and red light recording layer units contain 
yelloW, magenta, and cyan image dye-forming couplers, 
respectively. In color photographic recording materials 
intended for scanning to produce three separate electronic 
color records, the actual hue of the image dye produced is of 
no importance. What is essential is merely that the dye 
image produced in each of the layer units be differentiable 
from that produced by each of the remaining layer units. To 
provide this capability of differentiation, it is contemplated 
that each of the layer units contains one or more dye 
image-forming couplers chosen to produce image dye hav 
ing an absorption half-peak bandWidth lying in a different 
spectral region. It is immaterial Whether the blue, green, or 
red recording layer unit forms a yelloW, magenta, or cyan 
dye having an absorption half peak bandWidth in the blue, 
green, or red region of the spectrum, as is conventional in a 
color negative element intended for use in printing, or an 
absorption half peak bandWidth in any other convenient 
region of the spectrum, ranging from the near ultraviolet 
(300-400 nm) through the visible and through the near 
infrared (700-1200 nm), so long as the absorption half peak 
bandWidths of the image dye in the layer units extend in 
non-coextensive Wavelength ranges. Preferably each image 
dye exhibits an absorption half-peak bandWidth that extends 
over at least a 25 (most preferably 50) nm spectral region 
that is not occupied by an absorption half-peak bandWidth of 
another image dye. 






































