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A mounting corner having a top piece and a bottom piece 
( * ) Notice: This is a publication of a continued pros- that are sealed together along their coextensive outside 

ecution application (CPA) ?led under 37 edges forming a pocket. Aportion of the outside edges of the 
CFR 1,53(d)_ top piece and the bottom piece are rounded for accepting 

round-cornered memorabilia. An adhesive layer may be 
(21) Appl. No.: 09/468,021 disposed on the outside surface of the bottom piece. 

19 26 

23 

33 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 13, 2001 Sheet 1 0f 5 US 2001/0049898 A1 

FIG. 1 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 13, 2001 Sheet 2 0f 5 US 2001/0049898 A1 

23 33 

1_Q ( 

23\ A? [33 _1g 
24 
\\ 

22 

2o 

23 A' 30 
I\/ 

/‘ FIG. 3 
33 32 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 13, 2001 Sheet 3 0f 5 US 2001/0049898 A1 

23 [26 (/28 [5° 
100 

38 . 36 30 

FIG. 4 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 13, 2001 Sheet 4 0f 5 US 2001/0049898 A1 



Patent Application Publication Dec. 13, 2001 Sheet 5 0f 5 US 2001/0049898 A1 

10 

10 

FIG. 8 



US 2001/0049898 A1 

DECORATIVE MOUNTING CORNERS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to an appa 
ratus for mounting photographs, illustrations, post cards, 
certi?cates, documents, artWork, trading cards and other 
memorabilia With rounded corners onto a surface using 
mounting corners. Particularly, this invention relates to 
decorative mounting corners that are rounded and can be 
used to create scrapbooks, photograph albums, mounting 
boards and other similar display items onto Which memo 
rabilia With rounded corners are then removably displayed 
by slipping the corners of the memorabilia into the decora 
tive mounting corners that have been adhered to the display 
item in the desired position. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] Various methods and means have been used to 
mount memorabilia into photograph albums and scrapbooks. 
Liquid adhesives have been commonly used for a number of 
years, but they require considerable care and skill to be used 
properly. These can be messy and frequently damage the 
memorabilia the user is trying to preserve. 

[0005] Other adhesives are liquid activated, requiring 
some sort of moistening before being used. These adhesives 
can also be messy and cause damage to the memorabilia. 

[0006] Non-toxic stick adhesives are also common. These 
are very easy to use, but can be messy and end up on the 
memorabilia the user is trying to preserve. 

[0007] Pressure sensitive adhesives placed on the back 
side of the memorabilia to be mounted have also been used, 
but these too have draWbacks. Great care must be taken With 
pressure sensitive adhesives to ensure that accidental contact 
betWeen the memorabilia and the adhesive does not occur 
prior to the memorabilia being properly positioned. Once the 
memorabilia has come into contact With the pressure sensi 
tive adhesive, it is often dif?cult, if not impossible, to move 
or reposition the memorabilia Without damage. 

[0008] Us. Pat. No. 3,994,088 (1976, T. Ohfuji) discloses 
a photograph mount for an album. The photograph mount is 
made of a rectangular pasteboard coated With a non-drying 
adhesive material on both surfaces in the form of lines 
running parallel to one another and perpendicular to the 
?ling side of the pasteboard. There are also lines of a second 
non-drying adhesive material near the ?ling side of the 
pasteboard running parallel to the ?ling side of the paste 
board. Asynthetic resin ?lm is press-adhered to the adhesive 
on one side of the pasteboard near the ?ling edge, then 
folded around the opposite edge and press-adhered to the 
adhesive on the other side of the pasteboard. Memorabilia is 
mounted in this invention by being placed betWeen the 
non-drying adhesive and the synthetic resin ?lm. HoWever, 
some plastics are knoWn to cause fading or discoloration to 
photographs after long periods of time. Additionally, the 
plastic ?lm can re?ect light, making it dif?cult to vieW the 
memorabilia due to a glare from lighting in the room. 

[0009] Us. Pat. No. 3,987,569 (1976, M. Chase) discloses 
a means for mounting memorabilia in an accurate position 
by using a base With a layer of adhesive on at least one of 
its surfaces and a sectional release sheet overlying the 
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adhesive. The release sheet is suf?ciently thick so that When 
an initial section of the release sheet is removed, the 
memorabilia can be moved about on the remainder of the 
release sheet Without adhesively contacting the eXposed 
adhesive until the memorabilia has been accurately posi 
tioned. Once the memorabilia is accurately positioned, the 
memorabilia is pressed into contact With the initially 
eXposed adhesive. The remainder of the release sheet is then 
removed and the memorabilia is pressed into contact With 
the remainder of the adhesive. Adisadvantage of this device 
is that once a memorabilia item comes in contact With the 
adhesive, it is messy and dif?cult to remove the memorabilia 
Without damage. 

[0010] Currently, adhesive mounting corners are avail 
able, but only in a feW colors, such as black, White, silver, 
gold and clear. Additionally, all the eXisting mounting cor 
ners are designed for mounting square-cornered items. 

[0011] Therefore, What is needed is a mounting corner 
With a rounded outside edge portion that generally folloWs 
the contour of memorabilia having rounded corners. What is 
also needed is a mounting corner With a rounded outside 
edge portion that is self-adhesive. What is further needed is 
a mounting corner that can add color and/or decorative effect 
to the items being mounted. What is still further needed is a 
mounting corner that Will not damage the memorabilia and 
that alloWs the mounted memorabilia to be easily removed 
Without damage. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
mounting corner With a rounded outside edge portion that 
generally folloWs the contour of memorabilia having 
rounded corners. 

[0013] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a mounting corner for users of all skill levels to 
removably mount memorabilia With rounded corners 
quickly and easily in a desired location in a scrapbook, 
photograph album or the like, and overcome the dif?culties 
of the prior art. 

[0014] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a mounting corner that can be easily manufactured 
With archival-safe materials in a variety of colors and 
designs to add color and decorative effect to the memorabilia 
being mounted. 

[0015] It is still a further object of the present invention to 
provide mounting corners of various siZes that can be used 
to accommodate various siZes and thicknesses of memora 
bilia. 

[0016] Finally, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a mounting corner having a layer of archival-safe, 
self-adhesive material on its bottom surface so as to elimi 
nate the messiness of other types of adhesives. 

[0017] The present invention achieves these and other 
objectives by alloWing a user to display memorabilia With 
rounded corners in a non-permanent manner, alloWing the 
memorabilia to be removed Without damage. 

[0018] The present invention is composed of a top piece of 
material and a bottom piece of material that have been joined 
together along a portion of their periphery, i.e. their outside 
edges, forming a pocket for receiving the corners of memo 
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rabilia. Both the front piece and the bottom piece have an 
exterior surface and an interior surface. The interior surface 
of both the top piece and the bottom piece are facing each 
other to form the pocket. 

[0019] The top piece has a front edge and an outside edge 
With a rounded rear portion that generally follows the 
contour of round-cornered memorabilia. The top piece may 
also have a design either printed onto it, cut into it, pressed 
into it, attached to it, or punched from it to add further 
decorative effect to the mounted item, as in one preferred 
embodiment of this invention. Both the front edge and the 
outside edge of the top piece may be plain, or they may be 
decorative so as to add an aesthetically pleasing effect to the 
item being mounted. 

[0020] The bottom piece also has a front edge and an 
outside edge With a rounded rear portion that generally 
folloWs the contour of round-cornered memorabilia. The 
bottom piece may have an adhesive layer on its exterior 
surface to make mounting quick and easy. Further, either the 
front edge or the outside edge, or both, may be cut into a 
decorative shape, if desired. The rounded rear portion of the 
top piece should be cut to the same design and dimension as 
the bottom piece, so these outside edges are coextensive 
once joined together. 

[0021] In the preferred embodiment, the top piece is 
smaller than the bottom piece so that the front edge of the top 
piece transects the sealed periphery, along the opening of the 
pocket. HoWever, both the top piece and the bottom piece 
may be of equal siZe, or the bottom piece may be smaller 
than the top piece. The top piece and bottom piece may be 
made of any suitable material such as polyethylene, pro 
lypropylene and polyester. The material may be transparent, 
translucent or opaque. 

[0022] The front and back pieces may be joined by press 
ing, heating, solvent bonding, gluing, or by simultaneously 
pressing them together along their coextensive outside edges 
While also applying heat to the material at this location. A 
portion of the sealed periphery of the present invention is 
rounded to generally folloW the contour of memorabilia 
having rounded edges. The radii of these rounded portions 
may have any dimension, but preferably are either 0.25 
inches or 0.50 inches. 

[0023] The mounting corners of the present invention may 
be made in a variety of colors. Examples of some of these 
colors are blue, green, red, yelloW, orange, purple, black, 
White, silver, gold or clear. These colors can be selected to 
match the mounting surface, or they can be selected to 
contrast or complement the mounting surface. 

[0024] Additional advantages and embodiments of the 
present invention Will be set forth in part in the detailed 
description Which folloWs, and in part Will be apparent from 
the descriptions, or may be learned by practice of the 
invention. References are made to the accompanying draW 
ings Which illustrate some preferred forms of the device of 
the present invention and Wherein like characters of refer 
ence designate like parts throughout the draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0025] FIG. 1 shoWs an exploded vieW of the mounting 
corner seen in FIG. 3. 
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[0026] FIG. 2 is a front vieW of a preferred embodiment 
of the mounting corner shoWing the rounded rear portion of 
the outside edge. 

[0027] FIG. 3 is a front vieW of another embodiment of 
the mounting corner shoWing the rounded rear portion of the 
outside edge With a scalloped front edge. 

[0028] FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW of the mounting 
corner along line A-A in FIG. 3. 

[0029] FIG. 5 is a front vieW of another embodiment of 
the mounting corner shoWing a mounting corner With a 
decorative rounded rear portion and a plain front edge. 

[0030] FIG. 6 is a front vieW of another embodiment of 
the mounting corner shoWing a decorative rounded rear 
portion, a design in or on the face, and a plain front edge. 

[0031] FIG. 7 is a back vieW of the mounting corner 
shoWn in FIG. 3. 

[0032] FIG. 8 shoWs a picture partially mounted With an 
embodiment of the mounting corner. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0033] For the purposes of promoting an understanding of 
the principles of the invention, references Will noW be made 
to the preferred embodiment of the present invention as 
illustrated in FIGS. 1-8, and speci?c language used to 
describe the same. It Will nevertheless be understood that no 
limitation of the scope of the invention is thereby intended. 
The terminology used herein is for the purpose of descrip 
tion and not limitation. Any modi?cations or variations in 
the depicted device, and such further applications of the 
principles of the invention as illustrated therein, as Would 
normally occur to one skilled in the art to Which the 
invention relates are considered to be Within the spirit of the 
invention. 

[0034] Referring noW to FIG. 1, there is shoWn an 
exploded vieW of mounting corner 10, composed of a top 20 
and a bottom 30. Top 20 has a top front edge 22, a top 
outside edge 23 With a rounded rear portion 24, a top exterior 
surface 26 and a top interior surface 28 (not shoWn). Bottom 
30 has a bottom front edge 32, a bottom outside edge 33 With 
a rounded rear portion 34, a bottom interior surface 38 and 
a bottom exterior surface 36 (not shoWn). 

[0035] Top 20 and bottom 30 are sealed together along 
their coextensive outside edges 23 and 33, respectively, With 
top interior surface 28 facing bottom interior surface 38, to 
form pocket 50 (not shoWn), into Which memorabilia can be 
inserted. As depicted, top 20 is smaller than bottom 30 so 
that top front edge 22 transects the sealed periphery, along 
the opening of pocket 50 (not shoWn). Mounting corner 10 
may be made of any suitable material, preferably an archi 
val-safe material such as polyethylene. Some examples of 
other suitable materials include archival-safe polyethylene, 
polypropylene, polyester, paper and cardboard. 

[0036] Top 20 and bottom 30 are cut to their desired shape 
prior to being joined together. In the preferred embodiment 
of this invention, top outside edge 23 and bottom outside 
edge 33 are cut to either a 1A“ or 1/2“ rounded corner, both 
industry standard radii. Any other radius may also be made 
and used Without deviating from the spirit of this invention. 
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Top outside edge 23 and bottom outside edge 33 may also 
be formed With scissors or other cutting or punching devices. 

[0037] Referring noW to FIG. 2, there is shoWn a front 
vieW of mounting corner 10 With a plain top front edge 22 
and a top outside edge 23 having a plain rounded rear 
portion 24. Mounting corner 10 is made of a top 20 and a 
bottom 30 that have been joined together along their coex 
tensive outside edges 23 and 33, respectively, to form pocket 
50. Top 20 and bottom 30 may be joined together to form 
mounting corner 10 in a variety of Ways, preferably by 
pressing top outside edge 23 against bottom outside edge 33 
While simultaneously applying heat to these coextensive 
outside edges 23 and 33. Some other examples of hoW top 
20 and bottom 30 may be joined together along their 
coextensive outside edges 23 and 33 include pressing, 
heating, gluing and solvent bonding. Joining only these 
coextensive outside edges 23 and 33 together, While leaving 
top front edge 22 unattached from bottom front edge 32, 
forms pocket 50 into Which memorabilia can be slipped. 

[0038] Referring noW to FIG. 3, there is shoWn a front 
vieW of mounting corner 10 With a scalloped top front edge 
22, a top outside edge 23 having a plain rounded rear portion 
24, and a plain bottom front edge 32. 

[0039] Referring noW to FIG. 4, there is shoWn a cross 
sectional vieW of mounting corner 10 as taken at line A-A’in 
FIG. 3. FIG. 4 is not shoWn to scale. Top interior surface 28 
is shoWn facing bottom interior surface 38. Top 20 and 
bottom 30 are joined along their coextensive outside edges 
23 and 33 to form pocket 50. Reference numeral 100 
represents the joined coextensive edges. Adhesive layer 80 
is disposed onto bottom exterior surface 36. 

[0040] Referring noW to FIG. 5, there is shoWn a front 
vieW of mounting corner 10. In this embodiment of the 
present invention, top outside edge 23 has a decorative 
design cut into rounded rear portion 24, While top front edge 
22 is left unadorned. 

[0041] Referring noW to FIG. 6, there is shoWn a front 
vieW of mounting corner 10. In this embodiment of the 
present invention, top outside edge 23 has a decorative 
design cut into rounded rear portion 24, While top front edge 
22 is left unadorned. Additionally, in the preferred embodi 
ment of this invention, design 70 is punched into top 20 prior 
to top 20 being joined to bottom 30. Design 70 may also be 
glued on, painted on, printed on, or pressed into top 20. Any 
combination of a decorative or non-decorative rounded rear 
portion 24 With any sort of decorative or non-decorative top 
front edge 22, With or Without design 70, can be made, and 
all such embodiments are Within the spirit of this invention. 

[0042] Referring noW to FIG. 7, there is shoWn a back 
vieW of mounting corner 10 shoWing bottom exterior surface 
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36. Bottom exterior surface 36 may have an adhesive layer 
80 (not shoWn) on it. Preferably, adhesive layer 80 is a 
self-adhesive, non-yelloWing acrylic pressure-sensitive 
adhesive. Adhesive layer 80 may also be made of other 
adhesives. Some examples of other adhesives include a 
neutral pH, Water activated adhesive, a non-toxic stick 
adhesive, or a self-stick tape adhesive such as 3M 415 tape. 

[0043] FIG. 8 shoWs a picture partially mounted With a 
preferred embodiment of mounting corner 10. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A mounting corner comprising: 

a top piece having a top front edge, a top outside edge 
With a rounded rear portion, a top exterior surface and 
a top interior surface; and 

a bottom piece having a bottom front edge, a bottom 
outside edge With a rounded rear portion, a bottom 
exterior surface and a bottom interior surface, Wherein 
said top outside edge is coextensive With said bottom 
outside edge and Wherein said top piece and said 
bottom piece are joined together along said coextensive 
outside edges forming an enclosure. 

2. The mounting corner of claim 1 Wherein said bottom 
exterior surface is coated With an adhesive layer. 

3. The mounting corner of claim 2 Wherein said adhesive 
layer is archival-safe. 

4. The mounting corner of claim 3 Wherein said adhesive 
layer is selected from the group consisting of a self-stick, 
non-yelloWing acrylic pressure-sensitive adhesive, a neutral 
pH, Water activated adhesive, a non-toxic stick adhesive, 
and a self-stick tape adhesive. 

5. The mounting corner of claim 1 Wherein said top front 
edge is shaped. 

6. The mounting corner of claim 1 Wherein said top piece 
contains at least one decorative design. 

7. The mounting corner of claim 1 Wherein said top 
outside edge is shaped. 

8. The mounting corner of claim 1 Wherein said mounting 
corner is made of an archival-safe material. 

9. The mounting corner of claim 8 Wherein said mounting 
corner is made of one or more materials consisting of 
polyethylene, polypropylene and polyester. 

10. The mounting corner of claim 1 Wherein said top piece 
is colored. 

11. The mounting corner of claim 1 Wherein said mount 
ing corner is colored. 

12. The mounting corner of claim 1 Wherein said top piece 
is opaque, transparent or translucent. 

13. The mounting corner of claim 1 Wherein said mount 
ing corner is opaque, transparent or translucent. 

* * * * * 


