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(57) ABSTRACT 

A destination information retrieval method is provided. 
When “airports” is selected as a desired destination from a 
category list, a list of airports is provided. When a desired 
airport is selected from the provided airport list, it is 
determined Whether the desired airport has a plurality of 
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airport terminals. If a plurality of airport terminals is present, 
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a list of the retrieved airlines is provided. When a desired 
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terminal on the desired airline is displayed in a display 
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR RETRIEVING 
INFORMATION FOR A NAVIGATION SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a method and 
system for retrieving information for a navigation system. 
More particularly, the present invention relates to a method 
and system for destination information retrieval that pro 
vides information about terminals and transportation com 
panies that utiliZe transportation stations. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] Typically, a navigation system for navigating a 
vehicle guides a user to a desired destination by determining 
the vehicle position, reading map data for the vehicle 
position and the vicinity from a storage medium such as a 
DVD-ROM, and displaying a map image on a display screen 
based on the read map data While displaying a vehicle 
position mark superimposed at a predetermined position on 
the map image. The vehicle position mark may be moved on 
the screen as the vehicle position moves as the vehicle 
travels, or the vehicle position mark may be ?xed to a 
predetermined position, such as the center, of the map Which 
is then scrolled, in order to provide map information of the 
vehicle position and the vicinity at a glance. Such a navi 
gation system has a route guiding function that determines 
a guidance route from a starting point to a destination, 
displays the guidance route on the map, and performs 
intersection guidance together With a Zoomed map of an 
intersection and an indication of the travel direction. FIGS. 
11A to 11D are vieWs shoWing a knoWn destination infor 
mation retrieval method for navigation systems When the 
desired destination is an airport by Way of eXample. 

[0005] First, a telephone directory or a category list JL is 
displayed on a display DPL, as shoWn in FIG. 11A. When 
a user selects “airports,” an airport list APL shoWn in FIG. 
11B is then displayed, and an airport terminal list TL shoWn 
in FIG. 11C is displayed in response to selection of the 
desired airport. In turn, When a desired airport terminal is 
selected, a map of the desired destination, namely, a target 
airport TGT, and the vicinity is displayed, as shoWn in FIG. 
11D, With the target airport TGT being located at the center. 
The displayed map can be used to enter a destination or to 
register some points. 

[0006] HoWever, such a conventional destination informa 
tion retrieval method for navigation systems encounters 
some problems. For eXample, When an airport is entered as 
a destination, the conventional method does not involve 
providing information about airport terminals on airline 
companies that utiliZe that airport, and it is cumbersome for 
users to ask the airline company in advance about the airport 
terminal. 

[0007] Further, the conventional destination information 
retrieval method does not involve providing ?ight informa 
tion, and it is cumbersome for users to previously ask the 
airline company in advance about the ?ight information. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] Accordingly, an object of the present invention 
involves, When a transportation station is inputted as a 
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desired destination, alloWing a user to select a desired 
transportation company in the destination retrieval, Whereby 
selection of the transportation company facilitates the pro 
vision of the desired terminal of that station. 

[0009] Another object of the present invention involves, 
When a transportation station is inputted as a desired desti 
nation, alloWing a user to select a desired service number of 
a transportation company, such as a ?ight number, in the 
destination retrieval, thereby providing information about 
the desired service number. 

[0010] To this end, in one embodiment of the present 
invention, a destination information retrieval method for 
navigation systems, for retrieving information about a 
desired destination, includes the acts of: storing transporta 
tion station data, transportation company data, and terminal 
data in a database; searching the database for a desired 
transportation station When the desired transportation station 
is inputted as the desired destination; providing information 
about one or more transportation companies that utiliZe the 
desired station; and providing information about one or 
more terminals When a desired transportation company is 
selected. 

[0011] The transportation stations may be airports, and the 
transportation companies may be airlines. 

[0012] The destination information retrieval method may 
further include the acts of: determining, based on the desired 
transportation station, Whether the desired transportation 
station has a plurality of terminals; and providing informa 
tion about the one or more transportation companies that 
utiliZe the desired transportation station When the station 
searched for has a plurality of terminals. 

[0013] The destination information retrieval method may 
further include the steps of: determining, based on the 
information about the desired transportation station, Whether 
the desired transportation station is utiliZed by a plurality of 
transportation companies; and providing information about 
one or more transportation companies that utiliZe the desired 
transportation station When the desired transportation station 
is utiliZed by a plurality of transportation companies. 

[0014] In another aspect of the present invention, a navi 
gation system for retrieving information about a desired 
destination includes: a storage unit for storing therein trans 
portation station data, transportation company data, and 
terminal data; a searching unit for, When a desired transpor 
tation station is inputted as the desired destination, searching 
the storage unit for the desired transportation station, and for 
determining, based on the transportation station data, 
Whether the desired transportation station has a plurality of 
terminals; and a control unit for, When it is found from the 
result of the searching unit that the desired transportation 
station has a plurality of terminals, searching the transpor 
tation station data for transportation companies that utiliZe 
the desired transportation station to provide information 
about the resulting transportation companies, and providing 
information about the terminal in Which a desired transpor 
tation company operates When the desired transportation 
company is selected from the provided transportation com 
panies. 

[0015] According to the present invention, a navigation 
system for retrieving information about a desired destination 
may also include: a storage unit for storing therein trans 
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portation station data, transportation company data, and 
terminal data; a searching unit for, When a desired transpor 
tation station is inputted as the destination, searching the 
storage unit for the desired transportation station, and for 
determining, based on the information about the desired 
transportation station, Whether the station is utilized by a 
plurality of transportation companies; and a control unit for, 
When it is found from the result of the searching unit that the 
desired transportation station is utiliZed by a plurality of 
transportation companies, providing information about the 
plurality of transportation companies, and providing infor 
mation about the terminal in Which a desired transportation 
company operates When the desired transportation company 
is selected from the provided transportation companies. 

[0016] The storage unit may contain airport data as the 
transportation station data, and airline data as the transpor 
tation company data. 

[0017] In another aspect of the present invention, a des 
tination information retrieval method for navigation sys 
tems, for retrieving information about a desired destination 
Which has been inputted, includes the acts of: storing trans 
portation station data, transportation company data, and 
terminal data in a database; searching the database for a 
desired transportation station When the desired transporta 
tion station is inputted as the destination; determining, based 
on the information about the desired transportation station, 
Whether the desired transportation station has a plurality of 
terminals; When the desired transportation station has a 
plurality of terminals, searching the database for one or more 
transportation companies that utiliZe the desired transporta 
tion station to provide information about the resulting trans 
portation companies; When a desired transportation com 
pany is selected from the one or more transportation 
companies that utiliZe the desired transportation station, 
providing service information about the desired transporta 
tion company, the service number information being exter 
nally obtained; and providing information about the terminal 
for a desired service number When the desired service 
number is selected from the provided service information. 

[0018] In another aspect of the present invention, a des 
tination information retrieval method for navigation sys 
tems, for retrieving information about a desired destination 
Which has been inputted, includes the acts of: storing trans 
portation station data, transportation company data, and 
terminal data; searching the database for a desired transpor 
tation station When the desired station is inputted as the 
desired destination; determining, based on the information 
about the desired station, Whether the desired station has a 
plurality of transportation companies; When the desired 
station has a plurality of transportation companies, provid 
ing information about the plurality of transportation com 
panies; When a desired transportation company is selected 
from a plurality of transportation companies, providing 
service number information for the desired transportation 
company, the service number information being externally 
obtained; and providing information about the terminal for 
a desired service number When the desired service number 
is selected from the provided service information. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] FIGS. 1A to 1D are vieWs schematically shoWing 
a destination information retrieval method according to a 
?rst feature of the present invention; 
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[0020] FIGS. 2A to 2E are vieWs shoWing a destination 
information retrieval method according to a second feature 
of the present invention; 

[0021] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a navigation system 
according to a ?rst embodiment of the present invention; 

[0022] FIG. 4 is a table of an airport/airline database 
according to the ?rst embodiment; 

[0023] FIG. 5 is a ?oWchart shoWing the operation of the 
navigation system according to the ?rst embodiment; 

[0024] FIG. 6 is a table of an airport/airline database 
according to a second embodiment of the present invention; 

[0025] FIG. 7 is a ?oWchart shoWing the operation of the 
navigation system according to the second embodiment; 

[0026] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a navigation system 
according to a third embodiment of the present invention; 

[0027] FIG. 9 is a ?oWchart shoWing the operation of the 
navigation system according to the third embodiment; 

[0028] FIG. 10 is a ?oWchart shoWing the operation of a 
navigation system according to a fourth embodiment of the 
present invention; and 

[0029] FIGS. 11A to 11D are vieWs shoWing a knoWn 
destination information retrieval method for navigation sys 
tems. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0030] OvervieW 

[0031] The overvieW of a ?rst feature that may be utiliZed 
With the present invention is described With reference to 
FIGS. 1A to 1D shoWing an instance in Which the desired 
destination is an airport by Way of eXample. 

[0032] First, a category list JL containing amusement 
parks, stations, airports, etc. is displayed on a display DPL, 
as shoWn in FIG. 1A. When a user selects “airports” from 
the category list JL, an airport list APL containing airports, 
for eXample, Yamagata Airport, Sendai Airport, and so on, is 
then displayed, as shoWn in FIG. 1B. When the user selects 
a desired airport from the displayed airport list APL, it is 
determined Whether the desired airport has a plurality of 
airport terminals. If a plurality of airport terminals are 
present, the airlines that utiliZe that airport are retrieved, and 
a list, i.e., an airline list ACL is displayed on the display 
DPL, of the retrieved airlines, for eXample, Japan Airlines, 
and so on as shoWn in FIG. 1C. When a desired airline is 
selected from the displayed airline list ACL, as shoWn in 
FIG. 1D, the airport terminal on the desired airline is 
displayed in an information display WindoW MSG, While a 
map of the desired destination, namely, a target airport TGT, 
and the vicinity is displayed With a cursor CSR located at the 
center. Alternatively, instead of the map of the target airport 
TGT and the vicinity With the cursor CSR located at the 
center, other information such as the entrance to the desired 
airport terminal or a parking lot near the airport terminal 
may be provided. 

[0033] The overvieW of a second feature that may be 
utiliZed With the present invention is described With refer 
ence to FIGS. 2A to 2E shoWing When the desired destina 
tion is an airport by Way of eXample. 
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[0034] First, a category list JL containing amusement 
parks, stations, airports, etc. is displayed on a display DPL 
as shoWn in FIG. 2A. When a user selects “airports” from 
the category list JL, an airport list APL containing airports, 
for eXample, Yamagata Airport, Sendai Airport, and so on, is 
then displayed, as shoWn in FIG. 2B. When the user selects 
a desired airport from the displayed airport list APL, it is 
determined Whether the desired airport has a plurality of 
airport terminals. If a plurality of airport terminals are 
present, the airlines that utiliZe that airport are retrieved, and 
a retrieved airline list ACL, for eXample, Japan Airlines, and 
so on, is displayed on the display DPL, as shoWn in FIG. 
2C. When a desired airline is selected from the displayed 
airline list ACL, various information such as ?ight numbers 
and the airport terminal on the desired airline is externally 
obtained, and a list of the ?ight numbers FL is displayed 
from the obtained information, as shoWn in FIG. 2D. When 
a desired ?ight number is selected from the displayed ?ight 
number list FL, as shoWn in FIG. 2E, the resulting airport 
terminal is displayed on an information display WindoW 
MSG together With any other information, While a map of 
the desired destination, namely, a target airport TGT, and the 
vicinity is displayed With a cursor CSR located at the center. 
Alternatively, instead of the map of the target airport TGT 
and the vicinity With the cursor CSR located at the center, 
other information such as the entrance to the desired airport 
terminal or a parking lot near the airport terminal may be 
provided. 

[0035] First Embodiment 

[0036] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a navigation system 
according to a ?rst embodiment of the present invention. 

[0037] The navigation system includes a map data storage 
medium, such as a DVD-ROM 11, for storing map infor 
mation, a DVD-ROM controller 12 for controlling reading 
of the map data from the DVD-ROM 11, and a vehicle 
position determination unit 13 for determining the vehicle 
position. The vehicle position determination unit 13 includes 
a vehicle speed sensor for determining a traveled distance of 
the vehicle, an angular speed sensor for sensing a traveling 
direction of the vehicle, a GPS receiver, and a position 
calculating CPU. The navigation system further includes a 
map information memory 14 for storing map information 
read from the DVD-ROM 11, a remote controller 15 used for 
manipulations such as menu selection, Zooming, and manual 
scrolling through the map, and a remote controller interface 
16. 

[0038] The navigation system also includes a processor 
(CPU) 17 for controlling the overall navigation system. The 
processor 17 performs various controls in response to 
manipulation instructions from the remote controller 15. 
Various programs including a route-?nding program are 
stored in a ROM 18, and the processing results of such 
programs, such as routes found, are stored in a RAM 19. An 
airport/airline database 20 contains information such as the 
location of airport and airline information. The navigation 
system further includes a map image generation unit 21 for 
generating map images, a video RAM 22 for storing the 
generated map images, a menu image generation unit 23 for 
generating images of menus such as a destination retrieving 
menu, a guidance route generation unit 24 for generating the 
found guidance route, a mark generation unit 25 for gener 
ating marks such as a vehicle position mark, and a bus 28. 
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The various images Which are generated are combined by an 
image combining unit 26, and the resulting combined image 
is output therefrom. A display unit 27 displays the image 
output from the image combining unit 26. 

[0039] The airport/airline database 20 contains informa 
tion such as the location of airport and airline information 
associated With the name of the airport in the map informa 
tion stored in the DVD-ROM 11. A speci?c eXample of the 
airport/airline database 20 is shoWn in FIG. 4, shoWing the 
hierarchical structure. An airport database ADB1 contains 
information for each airline such as the location of the 
airport, a multi-terminal ?ag indicating Whether the desired 
airport has a plurality of airport terminals, and a pointer 
indicating the location of airline data associated With the 
name of the airport. An airline database ADB 2 contains the 
name of airline, and the name of the airport terminal on the 
airline. 

[0040] FIG. 5 is a ?oWchart shoWing the operation of the 
navigation system according to the ?rst embodiment. 

[0041] First, When a destination information retrieval key 
(not shoWn) is pressed by a user through a menu selection 
manipulation of the remote controller 15, the processor 17 
alloWs the category list JL to be read from the DVD-ROM 
11 and then displayed on the display unit 27, as shoWn in 
FIG. 1A (S101). Then, it is determined Whether the user 
selected “airports” from the category list JL (S102). If the 
“airports” is selected at step S102, the airport list APL shoWn 
in FIG. 1B is displayed (S103). Then, it is determined 
Whether the user selected a desired airport from the airport 
list APL (S104). If a desired airport is not selected at step 
S104, the process returns to step S103 to continue displaying 
the airport list APL. OtherWise, i.e., if a desired airport is 
selected at step S104, the airport/airline database 20 is 
searched for Whether the desired airport has a plurality of 
airport terminals (S105). 

[0042] If step S105 determines that a plurality of airport 
terminals are present, the airport/airline database 20 is 
searched for the airlines that utiliZe that airport, and the 
airlines are listed and displayed as the airline list ACL, as 
shoWn in FIG. 1C (S106). It is then determined Whether a 
desired airline is selected from the displayed airline list ACL 
(S107). If a desired airline is not selected at step S107, the 
process returns to step S106 to continue displaying the 
airline list ACL. OtherWise, i.e., if a desired airline is 
selected at step S107, the airport/airline database 20 is 
searched for the airport terminal on the desired airline, and 
that airport terminal on the desired airline is then displayed 
together With the map of that airport terminal and the 
vicinity, as shoWn in FIG. 1D (S108). 

[0043] If any category other than “airports” is selected at 
step S102, a usual destination setting procedure is continu 
ously performed (S109). 

[0044] If step S105 determines that the desired airport 
does not have a plurality of airport terminals, the process 
proceeds to step S110 in Which a map of that airport and the 
vicinity is displayed. 

[0045] In the subsequent procedure, a destination may be 
entered for route guidance, or points may be registered. 
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[0046] Second Embodiment 

[0047] Anavigation system according to a second embodi 
ment of the present invention has substantially the same 
structure as that of the navigation system according to the 
?rst embodiment described With reference to FIG. 3. 
Examples of the provided lists according to the second 
embodiment are the same as those shoWn in FIGS. 1A to 
1D. 

[0048] FIG. 6 illustrates a modi?cation of the airport/ 
airline database 20 shoWn in FIG. 4, Which contains infor 
mation such as the location of the airport and airline infor 
mation to be associated With the name of the airport in the 
map information stored in the DVD-ROM 11. The modi?ed 
eXample of the airport/airline database 20 has a hierarchical 
structure. An airport database ADB3 contains information 
for each airline such as the location of the airport, a 
multi-airline ?ag indicating Whether the desired airport is 
utiliZed by a plurality of airline companies, and a pointer 
indicating the location of airline data associated With the 
name of the airport. An airline database ADB 4 contains the 
name of the airline, and the name of the airport terminal on 
the airline. 

[0049] FIG. 7 is a ?oWchart shoWing the operation of the 
navigation system according to the second embodiment. The 
same step numbers are given to the same steps as those 
shoWn in FIG. 5. 

[0050] First, When a destination information retrieval key 
(not shoWn) is pressed by a user through a menu selection 
manipulation of the remote controller 15, the processor 17 
alloWs the category list JL to be read from the DVD-ROM 
11 and then displayed on the display unit 27, as shoWn in 
FIG. 1A (S101). Then, it is determined Whether the user 
selected “airports” from the list JL (S102). If the “airports” 
is selected at step S102, the airport list APL shoWn in FIG. 
1B is displayed (S103). Then, it is determined Whether the 
user selected a desired airport from the airport list APL 
(S104). If a desired airport is not selected at step S104, the 
process returns to step S103 to continue displaying the 
airport list APL. OtherWise, i.e., if a desired airport is 
selected at step S104, the airport/airline database 20 is 
searched for Whether the desired airport is utiliZed by a 
plurality of airlines (S205). If step S105 determines that 
there is a plurality of airlines that utiliZe that airport, the 
airport/airline database 20 is searched for the airlines that 
utiliZe that airport, and the resulting airlines are listed and 
displayed as the airline list ACL, as shoWn in FIG. 1C 

(S106). 
[0051] It is then determined Whether a desired airline is 
selected from the displayed airline list ACL (S107). If a 
desired airline is not selected at step S107, the process 
returns to step S106 to continue displaying the airline list 
ACL. OtherWise, i.e., if a desired airline is selected at step 
S107, the airport/airline database 20 is searched for the 
airport terminal on the desired airline, and that airport 
terminal on the desired airline is then displayed together 
With the map of that airport terminal and the vicinity, as 
shoWn in FIG. 1D (S108). 

[0052] If any category other than “airports” is selected at 
step S102, a usual destination setting procedure is continu 
ously performed (S109). 
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[0053] If step S105 determines that the desired airport is 
not utiliZed by a plurality of airlines, the process proceeds to 
step S110 in Which a map of that airport and the vicinity is 
displayed. 

[0054] In the subsequent procedure, a destination may be 
entered for route guidance, or points may be registered. 
While information of the resulting airline based on the 
airport information and the airport terminal on that airline is 
visually provided in the ?rst and second embodiments, such 
information may be provided by voice or the like. 

[0055] Third Embodiment 

[0056] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a navigation system 
according to a third embodiment of the present invention. 
The navigation system according to the third embodiment 
provides an additional a transmitter/receiver 29 for exter 
nally obtaining information including ?ight numbers. 

[0057] FIG. 9 is a ?oWchart shoWing the operation of the 
navigation system according to the third embodiment. The 
same step numbers are given to the same steps as those 
shoWn in FIG. 5. Since the procedure up to step S107 is the 
same as that of the ?rst embodiment, description thereof is 
omitted. 

[0058] If a desired airline is selected at step S107, the 
transmitter/receiver 29 requests and externally obtains infor 
mation including ?ight numbers for the desired airline 
(S308). A list of the ?ight numbers is displayed on the 
display device 27 from the obtained information, as shoWn 
in FIG. 2D (S309), and it is then determined Whether a 
desired ?ight number is selected from the displayed ?ight 
numbers (S310). If a desired ?ight number is not selected at 
step S310, the process returns to step S309 in Which a 
predetermined processing is performed. OtherWise, i.e., a 
desired ?ight number is selected at step S310, the airport 
terminal for the desired ?ight number, other information 
including the departure/arrival time, and the map of that 
airport terminal and the vicinity are displayed (S311). 

[0059] In the subsequent procedure, a destination may be 
entered for route guidance, or points may be registered. 

[0060] Fourth Embodiment 

[0061] Anavigation system according to a fourth embodi 
ment of the present invention has substantially the same 
structure as that of the navigation system according to the 
third embodiment described With reference to FIG. 8. 
EXamples of the provided lists according to the fourth 
embodiment are the same as those shoWn in FIGS. 2A to 2E. 

[0062] FIG. 10 is a ?oWchart shoWing the operation of the 
navigation system according to the fourth embodiment. The 
same step numbers are given to the same steps as those of 
the navigation system according to the third embodiment 
described With reference to FIG. 9. In the process according 
to the third embodiment, it is determined at step S105 
Whether the desired airport has a plurality of airport termi 
nals. In the fourth embodiment, it is determined Whether the 
desired airport is utiliZed by a plurality of airlines (S205). 

[0063] While information such as the names of airlines, 
?ight numbers, and the names of airport terminals is visually 
provided in the third and fourth embodiments, such infor 
mation may be provided by voice or the like. 
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[0064] While the present invention has been described 
using an airport as a destination example, the present inven 
tion may be embodied in other destinations including rail 
Way stations, bus stops, and harbors. In those cases, airline 
companies are replaced by railWay companies, bus compa 
nies, and shipping companies. 

[0065] According to the present invention, therefore, a 
user can easily learn the accurate terminal on the desired 
transportation company Without it being necessary for the 
user to ask the transportation company in advance about the 
terminal. 

[0066] Further, according to the present invention, a user 
can obtain information about the desired service number, 
such as ?ight numbers, bus route numbers, and ship route 
numbers, Without it being necessary for the user to ask the 
transportation company in advance about the service num 
ber. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A destination information retrieval method for naviga 

tion systems, for retrieving information about a desired 
destination, said method comprising the acts of: 

storing transportation station data, transportation com 
pany data, and terminal data in a database; 

searching the database for a desired transportation station 
When the desired transportation station is inputted as 
the desired destination; 

providing information about one or more transportation 
companies that utiliZe the desired station; and 

providing information about one or more terminals When 
a desired transportation company is selected. 

2. Adestination information retrieval method according to 
claim 1, Wherein the transportation stations include airports, 
and the transportation companies include airlines. 

3. Adestination information retrieval method according to 
claim 1, further comprising the acts of: 

determining, based on the information about the desired 
transportation station, Whether the desired transporta 
tion station has a plurality of terminals; and 

providing information about one or more transportation 
companies that utiliZe the desired transportation station 
When the desired transportation station has a plurality 
of terminals. 

4. A navigation system for retrieving information about a 
desired destination, said navigation system comprising: 

a storage unit for storing therein transportation station 
data, transportation company data, and terminal data; 

a searching unit for searching said storage unit for a 
desired transportation station When the desired trans 
portation station is inputted as the desired destination, 
and for determining, based on the transportation station 
data, Whether the desired transportation station has a 
plurality of terminals; and 

a control unit for, When it is found from the result of said 
searching unit that the desired transportation station has 
a plurality of terminals, searching the transportation 
station data for transportation companies that utiliZe the 
desired transportation station to provide a set of result 
ing transportation companies, and providing informa 
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tion about the terminal in Which a desired transporta 
tion company operates When the desired transportation 
company is selected from the provided transportation 
companies. 

5. Anavigation system according to claim 4, Wherein said 
storage unit contains airport data as the transportation station 
data, and airline data as the transportation company data. 

6. A navigation system for retrieving information about a 
desired destination, said navigation system comprising: 

a storage unit for storing therein transportation station 
data, transportation company data, and terminal data; 

a searching unit for searching said storage unit for a 
desired transportation station When the desired trans 
portation station is inputted as the desired destination, 
and for determining, based on the information about the 
desired transportation station, Whether the desired 
transportation station is utiliZed by a plurality of trans 
portation companies; and 

a control unit for, When it is found from the result of said 
searching unit that the desired transportation station is 
utiliZed by a plurality of transportation companies, 
providing information about the plurality of transpor 
tation companies, and providing information about the 
terminal in Which a desired transportation company 
operates When the desired transportation company is 
selected from the provided transportation companies. 

7. Anavigation system according to claim 6, Wherein said 
storage unit contains airport data as the transportation station 
data, and airline data as the transportation company data. 

8. A destination information retrieval method for naviga 
tion systems, for retrieving information about a desired 
destination, said method comprising the acts of: 

storing transportation station data, transportation com 
pany data, and terminal data in a database; 

searching the database for a desired transportation station 
When the desired transportation station is inputted as 
the desired destination; 

determining, based on the information about the desired 
transportation station, Whether the desired transporta 
tion station has a plurality of terminals; 

When the desired transportation station has a plurality of 
terminals, searching the database for one or more 
transportation companies that utiliZe the desired trans 
portation station to provide information about the 
resulting transportation companies; 

When a desired transportation company is selected from 
the one or more transportation companies that utiliZe 
the desired transportation station, providing service 
information about the desired transportation company, 
said service number information being externally 
obtained; and 

providing information about the terminal for a desired 
service number When the desired service number is 
selected from the provided service information. 

9. Adestination information retrieval method according to 
claim 8, Wherein the transportation stations include airports, 
and the transportation companies include airlines. 

10. A destination information retrieval method for navi 
gation systems, for retrieving information about a desired 
destination, said method comprising the acts of: 

storing transportation station data, transportation com 
pany data, and terminal data; 
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searching the database for a desired transportation station 
When the desired transportation station is inputted as 
the desired destination; 

determining, based on the information about the desired 
station, Whether the desired station has a plurality of 
transportation companies; 

When the desired station has a plurality of transportation 
companies, providing information about the plurality of 
transportation companies; 

When a desired transportation company is selected from 
the plurality of transportation companies, providing 
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service number information for the desired transporta 
tion company, said service number information being 
externally obtained; and 

providing information about the terminal for a desired 
service number When the desired service number is 
selected from the provided service information. 

11. A destination information retrieval method according 
to claim 10, Wherein the transportation stations include 
airports, and the transportation companies include airlines. 


