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(57) ABSTRACT 

A disposable sealed package With dual distinct functions of 
containing a consumable product and dispensing it through 
a knife-like handle. The package allows an individual to 
consume the product from the container or to dispense and 
apply it using the knife-like handle. The package seal is 
lifted from the handle-portion only to use the package as a 
dispenser and applicator. The package seal is lifted from the 
containment-portion only to use the package to hold the 
product for consumption. 
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SINGLE-USE FOOD PACKAGE WITH HANDLE 
DISPENSER AND APPLICATOR 

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims priority from the US pro 
visional patent application entitled “Single-use Food Pack 
age With Handle Dispenser and Applicator”, Ser. No. 
60/204,887, ?led May 17, 2000. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

[0002] Not Applicable 

REFERENCE TO A MICROFICHE APPENDIX 

[0003] Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] In recent years, the fast food and convenience food 
industries have seen tremendous groWth. Single-dose pack 
aging of medicines has also been increasing. With this 
groWth comes the groWth of disposable convenience pack 
aging for condiments and other liquid or semi-liquid foods 
or medicines. These substances are dispensed and applied 
from single-use hermetically sealed packages. These are 
typically formed from plastic or plastic coated materials and 
are either heat sealed or hermetically sealed With a separate 
lid. 

[0005] A dif?culty With prior-art containers is that the 
dispensing of the contents is aWkWard. For instance, When a 
disposable ketchup container is squeeZed to dispense its 
contents, it is apt to dispense its contents variably, and not 
in the desired locations. Spreading the ketchup to the desired 
locations requires either a separate knife-utensil or use of the 
unsanitary package surfaces themselves to spread the 
ketchup. 

[0006] The single-use containers and utensils used in the 
fast food industry are not typically recycled. This causes an 
additional environmental concern. It is desirable to reduce 
the number of containers and utensils used. 

[0007] The present invention relates to a single-use con 
diment package With dual distinct functions of containing 
the condiment and dispensing it evenly and neatly using a 
handle. The handle is also a sanitary spreader. The package 
is formed from a plastic or plastic-coated squeeZable mate 
rial and has a separate hermetically sealed lid. The package 
seal is lifted from the handle-portion only to use the package 
as a dispenser and sanitary applicator. The package seal is 
lifted from the containment-portion only to use the package 
to hold the food product for consumption. In its function as 
a dispenser and spreader, the seal is lifted from the handle 
and the containment portion is gently squeeZed to deliver the 
contents. The handle surface beloW the seal is sanitary and 
is used to spread the contents to the desired locations. In its 
second separate function, the seal is lifted from the contain 
ment-portion into Which french fries or other food products 
can thereafter be dipped. The disclosed package can be used 
for contents as thin as pancake or cough syrup or as thick as 
peanut butter. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

[0008] Disposable plastic-formed food-product containers 
With a separate hermetically sealed lid are Well knoWn. 
Combination spoon, straW utensils are also knoWn. A dis 
pensing spoon for breWing a beverage When the spoon is 
immersed in a liquid is knoWn. No prior art knoWn to the 
applicant describes a disposable package With dual distinct 
functions of containment and dispensing that uses the handle 
of a hermetically sealed container to function as a dispenser 
and sanitary spreader for a food product or medicine. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] The present invention discloses a single-use sealed 
package assembly for food products and medicines With 
dual distinct functions of containing a substance, and dis 
pensing and applying it evenly, neatly, and sanitarily using 
a handle. The package has a container With a handle portion 
formed from plastic or plastic-coated materials and has a 
separate lid sealed to the container. For food products and 
medicines it is desirable that the seal be hermetic. The seal 
is lifted from the containment-portion only for the package 
to function as a container. The seal is lifted from the handle 
portion only for the package to function as a dispenser and 
sanitary applicator. The containment-portion is then 
squeeZed to dispense the substance and the previously sealed 
edge of the handle is used to apply the substance. 

[0010] In a second embodiment, the handle of the package 
assembly has a serrated edge to serve as a knife. The lid of 
the package assembly has easy-opening tabs in a third 
embodiment. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] The folloWing is a brief description of each of the 
several draWings: 

[0012] FIG. 1 is a vieW of the ?lled and hermetically 
sealed package. 

[0013] 
[0014] FIG. 3 is a side vieW of the ?lled container With the 
seal removed from the containment portion. 

[0015] FIG. 4 is a side vieW of the ?lled container With the 
seal removed from the handle portion. 

[0016] FIG. 5 is a top vieW of the unsealed container 
shoWing a serrated edge along the handle. 

FIG. 2 is a top vieW of the unsealed container. 

[0017] FIG. 6 is a top vieW of the lid With easy-opening 
tabs. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0018] FIG. 1 shoWs a dual-function package assembly 
100 that has a base 102 and a lid 104. The base 102 has a 
containment region 106 and a handle region 108. The base 
102 is constructed of any of a number of knoWn semi-rigid 
plastic materials suitable for use With comestibles, such as 
polyethylene terephthalate(PET) or polypropylene, and is 
formed by a conventional process such as injection molding. 
A?ange 110 runs along the top exterior circumference of the 
base 102. The lid 104 is constructed from any of a number 
of knoWn ?exible and peelable plastic or plastic composite 
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materials suitable for use With comestibles, such as mylar or 
polyester, and is formed by conventional processes. The lid 
material could be an evaporated aluminum ?lm laminated 
With a plastic, the evaporated aluminum ?lm protecting the 
comestible from reaction With the plastic. Typically a label 
Would be printed on the exterior of the lid 104. The package 
assembly 100 is formed When the base 102 is sealed With the 
lid 104 using a conventional adhesive 112 deposited on the 
?ange 110. During assembly, the adhesive 112 is applied to 
either the exterior circumferential ?ange 110 or the lid 104. 
A consumable product 114 is placed in the containment 
region 106, and the lid 104 is pressed against the base 102 
and, if desired, heated to activate the adhesive 112. 

[0019] FIG. 2 is a top vieW of the base 102 of the package 
assembly 100. It shoWs the ?ange 110, the containment 
region 106, and the handle region 108. The handle region 
108 has a holloW trough 116 in communication With the 
containment region 106. 

[0020] FIGS. 3 shoWs the package assembly 100 in use as 
a container of the consumable product 114. To use the 
package assembly 100 as a container, the user grips the base 
102 and the lid 104 in the containment region 106 and peels 
the lid 104 apart from the base 102 toWards the handle 
region 108 but stopping before reaching the handle region 
108. The user may then dip an external food, such as a french 
fry, or an item, such as a knife, into the consumable product 
114 in the containment region 106, or pour or squeeZe the 
consumable product 114 out of the containment region 106. 

[0021] FIG. 4 shoWs the package assembly 100 in use as 
a dispenser and applicator. To use the package assembly 100 
as a dispenser and applicator, the user grips the base 102 in 
the containment region 106 and the lid 104 in the handle 
region 108 and peels the lid 104 apart from the base 102 
toWards the containment region 106 but stopping before 
reaching the containment region 106. The user then squeeZes 
the containment region 106, forcing the consumable product 
114 into the holloW trough 116 and onto an external surface, 
using the handle region 108 to aid in applying or spreading 
the consumable product 114. Both the shape of the contain 
ment region 106 and the ?exibility of the containment region 
106 material contribute to the ease With Which the consum 
able product 114 can be squeeZed out of the containment 
region 106. For a thick or semi-solid consumable product, 
such as relish or peanut butter, the holloW trough 116 Will be 
Wider than that required for more liquid contents such as 
syrups or liquid cough medicine. For a consumable product 
114, such as a liquid cough medicine, a measured individual 
dosage of the consumable product 114 can be placed into the 
containment region 106. 

[0022] FIG. 5 is atop vieW of the base 102 of the package 
assembly 100 in a second embodiment Where the handle 
region 108 has a serrated edge 118 so that the handle region 
108 can be used as a knife. 

[0023] FIG. 6 is atop vieW of the lid 104 of the package 
assembly 100 in a third embodiment Where the lid 104 has 
tabs 120 and 122 to aid the user in opening the package 
assembly 100. The user grips tab 120 When using the 
package assembly 100 as a dispenser and applicator. The 
user grips tab 122 When using the package assembly 100 as 
a container. 
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What I claim is: 
1. A sealed package assembly for use in consuming a 

comestible comprising: 

a semi-rigid container holding a comestible and having 
side Walls connected With a continuous planar periph 
eral ?ange around its opening, said container further 
comprising a reservoir region for holding said comes 
tible terminating in an elongated handle region having 
a holloW portion in communication With said reservoir 
region; 

a sheet of ?exible protective material sealed to said ?ange 
of said container to serve as a closure for said package 
assembly; 

said sheet having a portion thereof that extends out 
beyond said peripheral ?ange of said container in said 
handle region to alloW said sheet to be partially 
removed from said container in said handle region to 
permit said comestible to be dispensed When said 
reservoir region is squeeZed. 

2. Apackage assembly as in claim 1 further characteriZed 
by: 

said sheet having a portion thereof that extends out 
beyond said peripheral ?ange of said container in said 
reservoir region to permit said sheet to be removed 
from said container in said reservoir region to gain 
access to said comestible, to alloW items to be dipped 
into said comestible in said reservoir region. 

3. A package assembly as in claim 1 or 2 Wherein said 
peripheral ?ange of said container in said handle region is 
serrated to alloW said comestible to be spread. 

4. A sealed package assembly for use in consuming a 
comestible comprising: 

a semi-rigid container holding a comestible and having 
side Walls, said container further comprising a reservoir 
region for holding said comestible terminating in an 
elongated handle region having a holloW portion in 
communication With said reservoir region; 

a sheet of ?exible protective material sealed to the top of 
said side Walls of said container to serve as a closure for 
said package assembly; 

said sheet having a portion thereof that extends out 
beyond said side Walls of said container in said handle 
region to alloW said sheet to be partially removed from 
said container in said handle region to permit said 
comestible to be dispensed When said reservoir region 
is squeeZed. 

5. Apackage assembly as in claim 4 further characteriZed 
by: 

said sheet having a portion thereof that extends out 
beyond said side Walls of said container in said reser 
voir region to permit said sheet to be removed from said 
container in said reservoir region to gain access to said 
comestible, to alloW items to be dipped into said 
comestible in said reservoir region. 

6. Apackage assembly as in claim 4 or 5 Wherein said side 
Walls of said container in said handle region are connected 
With a planar peripheral serrated ?ange to alloW said comes 
tible to be spread. 


