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WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM AND 
METHOD OF OPERATION FOR REDUCING 

FRAUD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The use of Wireless communications and, in par 
ticular, the use of cellular telephony as a means of personal 
communication is perceived by many as having experienced 
substantial, if not exponential groWth in recent years. While 
groWth and expansion in the use of cellular telephony for 
personal communication has been phenomenal in many 
respects, there still exists signi?cant obstacles for expansion 
of its use to a large segment of the general population. 

[0002] As in many emerging industries, the cellular tele 
phony industry has been plagued and victimiZed by the 
relatively small segment of the public intent on defrauding 
the service providers or carriers. This relatively small seg 
ment of the public has found a variety of means for circum 
venting these existing safeguards. It is estimated that fraud 
by these “consumers” costs the cellular industry more than 
three million dollars per day. 

[0003] As a result of the rampant groWth of fraud in the 
cellular industry, carriers have been forced to adopt various 
techniques designed to reduce the opportunities for defraud 
ing the carrier. An obvious method is to limit system access 
solely to those subscribers deemed highly creditWorthy and 
to maintain listings of those former subscribers Who have, in 
the past, defrauded the carriers. The primary problem With 
this approach is that it excludes the signi?cantly larger 
segment of the general population comprised of otherWise 
trustWorthy individuals desiring cellular services Who fall 
short of the highly creditWorthy standard. As a result, this 
approach severely restricts the potential opportunities for 
groWth at a time When further groWth is both desired, if not 
essential, to the expansion of the cellular telephony industry. 

[0004] Efforts to reduce the relative exposure of the carrier 
in monetary terms to these unscrupulous practices have also 
been hindered by the veritable plethora of features and 
options noW available to users of various forms of Wireless 
communication including cellular telephony. Perhaps the 
most desired feature for the cellular subscriber is the ability 
to “roam” in areas Which are not serviced by the home 
carrier. These features and options are virtually demanded 
by the consumer, but the liability associated With the utili 
Zation of these features are borne, at least initially, by the 
home carrier. The home carrier does not, hoWever, retain 
control over the extent of the use of these features and 
options in all potential markets since access to a service and 
feature may be authoriZed in areas serviced by other carriers 
Without the real time knowledge of the home carrier. 

[0005] The inability to selectively control access to the 
various features available to users of Wireless communica 
tion stems from the fundamental nature of the Wireless 
communications industry and the basic fact that it relies on 
a netWork of different carriers in order to provide service of 
any meaningful geographic scope. Before providing local 
connectivity to a visiting cellular subscriber, a “remote” or 
serving carrier ?rst veri?es the creditWorthiness of the 
subscriber or, more aptly, veri?es that the home carrier 
accepts ?nancial responsibility for any fees incurred by its 
subscriber. In this regard, each cellular subscriber is identi 
?ed by a combination of a discrete Mobile Identi?cation 
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Number (MIN) and a speci?c Electronic Serial Number 
(ESN) Which are passed from the “remote” cellular carrier to 
the subscriber’s home carrier by existing IS-41 (Rev. A) 
messaging protocols in response to a request for service by 
a subscriber roaming Within the service area of the remote 
carrier. Based upon the MIN/ESN, the home carrier elec 
tronically veri?es Whether the cellular subscriber may have 
access to the requested services. 

[0006] In particular, the home carrier maintains a Home 
Locator Record (HLR) associated With each subscriber 
Which provides data relating to the particular subscriber, 
including data identifying those features and options avail 
able to the subscriber. In conventional cellular systems, the 
Home Locator Record is typically con?gured, in advance, 
by an operator and cannot be altered by the carrier during the 
veri?cation process. Thereafter, upon request for Wireless 
communications service involving a subscriber of the home 
carrier Within the service area of a “remote” serving carrier, 
the home carrier transmits the subscriber’s Home Locator 
Record to the serving carrier to create the subscriber’s 
Visitor Locator Record (VLR) Which de?nes the type and 
level of service to be provided to the roaming subscriber. 

[0007] One method for reducing the exposure of a carrier 
to fraud Would be to provide local, prepaid Wireless com 
munications services. In accordance With this approach, a 
carrier may integrate existing systems utiliZed for billing 
purposes, for example, to monitor the actual time used by the 
cellular subscriber and, When the subscriber is approaching 
the prepaid limit, correspondingly restrict and/or terminate 
service, thereby limiting the carrier’s relative exposure. The 
problem With this approach, hoWever, is that the prepaid 
services must generally be limited to the geographic area 
served by the home carrier such that the cellular subscriber 
is not alloWed to roam since the extent of usage outside of 
the home carrier’s service area cannot be monitored or 
restricted. 

[0008] While a Wireless communications system can con 
trol call origination by populating the “HOTLINE” ?eld of 
the subscriber’s Visitor Locator Record (VLR) With the 
telephone number of a sWitching platform Which, in turn, 
determines if the subscriber has paid in advance for the 
cellular service, the problems associated With call termina 
tion With a prepaid subscriber have not been addressed. In 
this regard, the problems associated With call termination 
With a prepaid subscriber are exacerbated in comparison to 
call origination because an incoming call for the subscriber 
may be placed directly to the roaming access port of the 
“remote” serving carrier. 

[0009] There is, therefore, an existing need in the Wireless 
communications industry and, in particular, in the cellular 
telephony industry for a Wireless communications system 
and an associated method of operation Which permits a 
carrier to limit its exposure to potential consumer fraud, 
While alloWing subscribers to have access to the full range 
of features and options, including roaming and, more par 
ticularly, call termination With the subscriber While the 
subscriber is roaming. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] The foregoing shortcomings in existing Wireless 
communications systems are overcome in accordance With 
the present invention by temporarily recon?guring the infor 
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mation maintained in the subscriber’s (otherwise perma 
nent) Home Locator Record on a real-time basis in order to 
selectively permit call termination While the subscriber is 
roaming in foreign markets, i.e., service areas other then the 
home carrier’s service area. HoWever, the subscriber’s 
Home Locator Record is only recon?gured in response to a 
request for Wireless communications service if the sub 
scriber has paid in advance for the requested service, such as 
roaming, and Wishes to receive a call. During the course of 
a call, the amount of remaining prepaid services is moni 
tored and the service is ended once the prepaid amount has 
been exhausted. Upon completion of the requested service, 
the subscriber’s Home Locator Record is reset to again 
prohibit call termination, thereby further protecting the 
home carrier from fraud. For example, the home carrier is 
protected from subsequent attempts to contact a roaming 
subscriber via the roaming access port of the serving carrier 
since call termination is not-alloWed absent recon?guring of 
the subscriber’s Home Locator Record. 

[0011] The Wireless communications system of the present 
invention includes a home carrier and HLR memory means, 
associated With the home carrier, for storing a Home Locator 
Record database. The Home Locator Record database 
includes a number of Home Locator Records de?ning the 
service to be provided the subscribers of the home carrier. 
The Home Locator Record is at least initially con?gured to 
alloW only hotline call origination and to prohibit call 
termination With the respective subscriber. 

[0012] The Wireless communications system also includes 
recon?guring means for temporarily recon?guring the 
Home Locator Record of a respective subscriber in response 
to a request for communications service involving the sub 
scriber receiving an incoming call. For example, the request 
can be a request for call termination With a subscriber Who 
has roamed outside of the service area of the home carrier. 
In response to this request, the recon?guring means recon 
?gures the Home Locator Record of the respective sub 
scriber to permit call termination if the subscriber has paid 
in advance for the requested service. 

[0013] In response to requests for Wireless communica 
tions service involving a subscriber of the home carrier Who 
has roamed outside of the service area of the home carrier, 
the Wireless communications system and method initially 
determines if the subscriber has paid in advance for the 
requested service. In this regard, the Wireless communica 
tions systems can include account memory means for storing 
account information for the subscribers of the home carrier. 
This account information can include information relating to 
the particular services, such as long distance and roaming, 
Which have been paid in advance by respective ones of the 
subscribers. Upon determining that the subscriber has 
adequate funds in its account for the requested service and 
a call is Waiting to be delivered to the subscriber, the 
recon?guring means at least temporarily recon?gures the 
Home Locator Record of the respective subscriber to permit 
call termination. The Wireless communications system and 
method then provides the recon?gured Home Locator 
Record of the respective subscriber to a serving carrier 
(typically via IS-41 (Rev. A) messaging) Which, in turn, 
provides the requested Wireless communications service. 

[0014] During the provision of the requested service by 
the serving carrier, the Wireless communications system and 
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method monitors the account memory means and ends the 
requested service once the account information for the 
respective subscriber indicates that the services Which had 
been paid in advance by the subscriber have been exhausted. 
Once the requested service has been ended, either upon 
completion of the call or exhaustion of the prepaid services, 
the recon?guring means resets the Home Locator Record of 
the respective subscriber such that the Home Locator Record 
again prohibits call termination With the subscriber. As a 
result, the Wireless communications system is further pro 
tected from fraud since calls to the roaming subscriber via 
the roaming access port of the serving carrier Will not be 
connected since the Home Locator Record of the respective 
subscriber has been reset to again prohibit call termination 
With the subscriber. 

[0015] In this manner, a particular subscriber may have 
access on a discrete transaction-by-transaction basis to fea 
tures of the Wireless communications system Which are 
considered generally desirable, such as call termination With 
a roaming subscriber. MeanWhile, the home carrier may 
substantially limit its relative exposure to the illicit practices 
of the relatively small segment of the potential consuming 
market for Wireless communications services. Accordingly, 
carriers can increase the universe of potential subscribers to 
include consumers Who are slightly less creditWorthy since 
the relative exposure of the carrier is limited according to the 
present invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] The foregoing and other advantages and features of 
the invention, and the manner in Which the same are 
accomplished, Will become more readily apparent upon 
consideration of the folloWing detailed description of the 
invention taken in conjunction With the accompanying draW 
ings, Which illustrate preferred and exemplary embodi 
ments, and Wherein: 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating the 
basic components of a Wireless communications system 
according to the present invention, including a home carrier 
having HLR memory means and account memory means 
associated thereWith; 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of a Wireless 
communications sWitching platform according to one 
embodiment of the present invention; 

[0019] FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram illustrating the 
various communications links Within a Wireless communi 
cations system according to another embodiment of the 
present invention; and 

[0020] FIG. 4 is a How chart illustrating the operations 
performed by a Wireless communications system and 
method according to one embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0021] The present invention Will noW be described more 
fully hereinafter With reference to the accompanying draW 
ings, in Which a preferred embodiment of the invention is 
shoWn. This invention may, hoWever, be embodied in many 
different forms and should not be construed as limited to the 
embodiments set forth herein; rather, this embodiment is 
provided so that this disclosure Will be thorough and com 
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plete and Will fully convey the scope of the invention to 
those skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like elements 
throughout. 
[0022] Referring noW to FIG. 1, a Wireless communica 
tions system 10 according to one embodiment of the present 
invention is illustrated. While this communications system 
Will be primarily described hereinbeloW in conjunction With 
a cellular telephony system, the Wireless communications 
system can include any cellular or digital communications 
system, such as an AMPS cellular system, a digital cellular 
system or a Personal Communications System, Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 

[0023] The Wireless communications system 10 typically 
includes a plurality of carriers 12 for providing Wireless 
communications service Within respective predetermined 
service areas. The carriers are generally connected With a 
communications netWork 14, such as an associated public 
sWitched telephone netWork Which, in turn, is associated and 
in communication With one or more terminals, such as the 
land line telephone terminal 16 illustrated in FIG. 1. For a 
cellular telephony system, for eXample, a dupleX commu 
nications link may be effected betWeen tWo cellular termi 
nals, or betWeen a cellular terminal and a land line telephone 
terminal. 

[0024] Each carrier 12 provides Wireless communications 
service to a number of subscribers Within the predetermined 
service area of the carrier. A particular subscriber Will 
therefore have a home carrier 12a With Which the subscriber 
has contracted for Wireless communications service, and a 
number of “remote” carriers having different service areas 
Which may function as serving carriers 12b in instances in 
Which the subscriber is roaming outside of the service area 
of the home carrier, but With the service area of a respective 
serving carrier. For a cellular communications system, the 
service area of a cellular carrier is divided into a number of 
cells 18 designated Cell 1, Cell 2, . . . , Cell n in FIG. 1. In 

addition to the radio base stations and the associated anten 
nas Within each respective cell, a carrier includes a mobile 
telephone sWitching of?ce (MTSO) 20 Which serves as the 
central coordinating element for all cells and Which typically 
includes a processor 22, such as a computer-based account 
processor, and a telephony sWitch 24. The MTSO also 
generally interfaces With the telephone company Zone 
of?ces, controls call processing and handles billing activi 
ties. 

[0025] According to the present invention, the home car 
rier 12a is associated With both HLR memory means 26 and 
account memory means 28. The HLR memory means and/or 
the account memory means may form a portion of the home 
carrier’s MTSO 20. Alternatively, the HLR memory means 
and/or the account memory means may be external to, but in 
communication With the home carrier’s MTSO as shoWn in 
FIGS. 1 and 2. 

[0026] The HLR memory means 26 typically includes a 
memory device for storing a Home Locator Record data 
base. The Home Locator Record database includes a number 
of Home Locator Records de?ning the Wireless communi 
cations service to be provided to respective subscribers of 
the home carrier 12a. For eXample, the Home Locator 
Record of a respective subscriber de?nes the features and 
options Which the subscriber has selected. One feature of the 
many features de?ned by a subscriber’s Home Locator 
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Record is call termination Which indicates Whether the 
subscriber is alloWed to receive calls, including calls 
received While the subscriber roams outside of the prede 
termined service area of the home carrier. 

[0027] The account memory means 28 also typically 
includes a memory device for storing account information 
for each of the subscribers of the home carrier 12a. Accord 
ing to the present invention, the subscribers can pay in 
advance for selected Wireless communications services. For 
eXample, subscribers can pay in advance for a full featured 
Wireless communications system 10 that controls all facets 
of Wireless communications regardless of the subscriber’s 
location, i.e., at home or While roaming, in a manner Which 
removing the liability of the home carrier. 

[0028] As shoWn in FIG. 2, the MTSO 20 of the home 
carrier 12a has been speci?cally developed as a sWitching 
platform for providing Wireless communications service to a 
number of subscribers, While protecting the home carrier 
from fraud. As shoWn in FIG. 2, the sWitching platform of 
the present invention includes recon?guring means 30 for at 
least temporarily recon?guring the Home Locator Record of 
a respective subscriber in response to a request for Wireless 
communications service involving the subscriber outside the 
predetermined service area of the home carrier. For eXample, 
this request may be an incoming call requesting call termi 
nation With the respective subscriber outside of the prede 
termined service area of the home carrier. 

[0029] As explained beloW, the recon?guring means 30 is 
responsive to the account memory means 28 so as to only 
recon?gure the Home Locator Record of the respective 
subscriber if the stored account information indicates that 
the subscriber has paid an advance for the requested Wireless 
communications service. If the subscriber has paid an 
advance for the requested Wireless communications service, 
the recon?guring means Will temporarily recon?gure the 
Home Locator Record of the respective subscriber to permit 
the requested feature, i.e., call termination, While the sub 
scriber roams outside of the service area of the home carrier 
12a. While the recon?guring means Will hereinafter be 
described in conjunction With the recon?guring of a Home 
Locator Record to permit call termination, including call 
termination outside of the predetermined service area of the 
home carrier, the recon?guring means may recon?gure the 
Home Locator Record to selectively permit the subscriber to 
temporarily utiliZe other features While the subscriber roams 
outside of the predetermined service area of the home 
carrier. 

[0030] Upon completion of the requested Wireless com 
munications service, the recon?guring means 30 resets the 
Home Locator Record of the respective subscriber to again 
prohibit the requested feature, such as to prohibit call 
termination With the subscriber outside the predetermined 
service area of the home carrier 12a. As described beloW, the 
sWitching platform 20 of the present invention therefore 
reduces, if not prevents, fraud by only permitting call 
termination While roaming outside of the predetermined 
service area of the home carrier in speci?c instances in 
Which the subscriber has paid in advance. 

[0031] As also shoWn in FIG. 2, the sWitching platform 20 
can include monitor means 32 for monitoring the account 
memory means 28 While the sWitching platform provides the 
requested Wireless communications service. In instances in 



US 2001/0041567 A1 

Which a subscriber’s Home Locator Record has been tem 
porarily recon?gured to permit call termination, the monitor 
means can continue to monitor the account information 
relating to the Wireless communications services Which have 
been paid in advance by the respective subscriber While the 
subscriber roams outside of the predetermined service area 
of the home carrier 12a. In this regard, once the subscriber 
begins to use the prepaid Wireless communications services, 
the account information for the respective subscriber is 
modi?ed, preferably in real time by the processor 22, in 
order to accurately re?ect the remaining prepaid services 
available for the respective subscriber. 

[0032] The sWitching platform 20 also preferably includes 
call duration control 34 for ending the requested Wireless 
communications service. Once the account information indi 
cates that all of the Wireless communications services Which 
had been paid in advance by the respective subscriber have 
been exhausted, the monitor means 22 noti?es the call 
duration control means. The call duration control means then 
ends the Wireless communications service, such as by dis 
connecting the subscriber’s telephone call. 

[0033] As described above, the sWitching platform 20 also 
includes a sWitch 24, such as a telephony sWitch, and a 
processor 22, such as a computer-based account processor. 
As shoWn in FIG. 2, the processor can include the recon 
?guring means 30, the monitor means 32 and the call 
duration control means 34. HoWever, the recon?guring 
means, the monitor means and/or the call duration control 
means of one advantageous embodiment are embodied by a 
combination of hardWare, such as the processor, and soft 
Ware, such as a computer program product. The computer 
program product of this advantageous embodiment includes 
a computer-readable storage medium having computer-read 
able program code means, such as a series of computer 
instructions, embodied in the computer-readable storage 
medium for selectively recon?guring the Home Locator 
Records of respective ones of the subscribers, for monitor 
ing the account memory means and/or for selectively ending 
the Wireless communications service of respective ones of 
the subscribers. 

[0034] In this regard, FIGS. 1-4 are block diagram, ?oW 
chart and control How illustrations of methods, systems and 
program products according to the invention. It Will be 
understood that each block or step of the block diagram, 
?oW chart and control How illustrations, and combinations 
of blocks in the block diagram, ?oW chart and control How 
illustrations, can be implemented by computer program 
instructions. These computer program instructions may be 
loaded onto a computer or other programmable apparatus to 
produce a machine, such that the instructions Which execute 
on the computer or other programmable apparatus create 
means for implementing the functions speci?ed in the block 
diagram, ?oW chart or control How block(s) or step(s). These 
computer program instructions may also be stored in a 
computer-readable memory that can direct a computer or 
other programmable apparatus to function in a particular 
manner, such that the instructions stored in the computer 
readable memory produce an article of manufacture includ 
ing instruction means Which implement the function speci 
?ed in the block diagram, ?oW chart or control How block(s) 
or step(s). The computer program instructions may also be 
loaded onto a computer or other programmable apparatus to 
cause a series of operational steps to be performed on the 
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computer or other programmable apparatus to produce a 
computer implemented process such that the instructions 
Which execute on the computer or other programmable 
apparatus provide steps for implementing the functions 
speci?ed in the block diagram, ?oW chart or control How 
block(s) or step(s). 

[0035] Accordingly, blocks or steps of the block diagram, 
?oW chart or control How illustrations support combinations 
of means for performing the speci?ed functions, combina 
tions of steps for performing the speci?ed functions and 
program instruction means for performing the speci?ed 
functions. It Will also be understood that each block or step 
of the block diagram, ?oW chart or control How illustrations, 
and combinations of blocks or steps in the block diagram, 
?oW chart or control How illustrations, can be implemented 
by special purpose hardWare-based computer systems Which 
perform the speci?ed functions or steps, or combinations of 
special purpose hardWare and computer instructions. 

[0036] The operations of the Wireless communications 
system 10 of the present invention Will noW be described 
primarily in conjunction With the How chart of FIG. 4. As 
shoWn in block 50, the Wireless communications system 
initially receives a request for Wireless communications 
service involving the subscriber outside of the predeter 
mined service area of the home carrier 12a of the subscriber. 
For example, the sWitching platform 20 of the present 
invention and, more particularly, the sWitch 24 may receive 
a call for a subscriber Who is presently in a region serviced 
by another carrier, i.e., the serving carrier 12b. In one 
embodiment, each subscriber of the Wireless communica 
tions system of the present invention is assigned a unique 
telephone number, such as a unique toll-free number or a 
common toll-free number With a unique personal identi? 
cation number (PIN). Upon receiving a call to the telephone 
number assigned to a respective subscriber, the sWitching 
platform initially identi?es the mobile identi?cation number 
(MIN) and Electronic Serial Number (ESN) of the sub 
scriber based upon the subscriber’s unique toll-free number 
or the subscriber’s unique PIN. 

[0037] Thereafter, the sWitching platform 20 and, more 
particularly, the monitor means 32 determines if the sub 
scriber has paid in advance for the requested Wireless 
communications service, such as for roaming or, more 
particularly, for call termination While the subscriber is 
roaming. See block 52. If the account information for the 
respective subscriber indicates that the subscriber has not 
paid for any services in advance Which have not been 
previously used or exhausted, the sWitching platform pro 
vides a message to the caller, such as “the cellular phone that 
you have dialed is temporarily out of service”, prior to 
disconnecting. See block 54. If the subscriber has paid in 
advance for the requested Wireless communications service, 
hoWever, the sWitching platform determines if the subscriber 
is currently on another call. See block 56. If so, the sWitching 
platform preferably transfers the incoming call to voice-mail 
such that the caller can leave a message for the subscriber as 
shoWn in block 58. 

[0038] If the subscriber has paid in advance for the 
requested Wireless communications service and the sub 
scriber is not on another call, the sWitching platform 20 and, 
more particularly, the recon?guring means 30 temporarily 
recon?gures the Home Locator Record of the respective 
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subscriber to permit call termination such that the request for 
call termination With the subscriber Who is presently outside 
of the service area of the home carrier 12a can be accom 
modated, i.e., the call can be completed. See block 60. Once 
the Home Locator Record of the respective subscriber has 
been recon?gured, the serving carrier 12b is petitioned for a 
temporary local dial number (TLDN). See block 62. In the 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, the sWitching platform of 
the present invention may petition the serving carrier, such 
as via sWitch-to-sWitch communications (SS-7), for a 
TLDN. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, hoWever, 
the HLR memory means 26 is one component of an HLR 
node 36 Which is adapted to communicate With both the 
sWitching platform, i.e., the home MTSO, and the serving 
carrier, i.e., the serving MTSO. In this embodiment, the 
home carrier can issue an intracarrier petition to the serving 
carrier, via the HLR node, for a TLDN once the Home 
Locator Record of the respective subscriber has been recon 
?gured. 
[0039] In either embodiment and in response to the home 
carrier’s request for a TLDN, the serving carrier 12b 
requests a Visitor Locator Record from the home carrier 12a. 
As described above, a subscriber’s Visitor Locator Record is 
based upon the current Home Locator Record of the respec 
tive subscriber. Accordingly, the Wireless communications 
system 10 of the present invention recon?gures the Home 
Locator Record of the respective subscriber before sending 
the subscriber’s current Visitor Locator Record to the serv 
ing carrier, either via the sWitching platform 20 or via the 
HLR node 36, to thereby create or update the subscriber’s 
Visitor Locator Record Which is maintained by the serving 
carrier. See block 64. Since the recon?gured Home Locator 
Record noW permits call termination With the respective 
subscriber, the serving carrier then provides the sWitching 
platform With a TLDN. See block 66. For eXample, the 
serving carrier can provide the sWitching platform With a 
TLDN for the respective subscriber via sWitch-to-sWitch 
communications as shoWn in FIG. 1 or via intracarrier 
signals, such as the HLR node, as shoWn in FIG. 3. Upon 
receipt of the TLDN, the sWitching platform and, more 
particularly, the sWitch 24 dials With TLDN to deliver the 
incoming call. See block 68. 

[0040] FolloWing call delivery and during the period of 
time in Which the subscriber’s phone remains off-hook, the 
account information Within the account memory means 28 
Which relates to the respective subscriber is modi?ed to 
effectively decrease the amount of remaining Wireless com 
munications services Which have been prepaid by the sub 
scriber and Which remain to be provided to the subscriber. 
See block 70. For eXample, the processor 22 may repeatedly 
decrement the prepaid time remaining for the respective 
subscriber as the subscriber’s phone remains off-hook. 

[0041] As shoWn in block 78, the sWitching platform 20 
also repeatedly determines if the subscriber has completed 
the telephone call, such-as by placing the phone on-hook or 
by otherWise signing off. If the sWitching platform deter 
mines that the telephone call has not been completed, the 
sWitching platform 20 and, more particularly, the monitor 
means 32 continues to monitor the account information for 
the respective subscriber to determine if the subscriber has 
prepaid for and is entitled to additional Wireless communi 
cations service. See block 72. If the account information for 
the respective subscriber indicates that the subscriber has 
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eXhausted all of their prepaid services, the monitor means 
noti?es the call duration control means 34 Which, in turn, 
ends the service, i.e., disconnects the telephone call. See 
block 80. If the account information for the respective 
subscriber indicates that the subscriber is entitled to addi 
tional service, hoWever, the monitor means then determines 
if the Wireless communications services Which have been 
prepaid by the subscriber and Which remain to be provided 
are small, such as less than ten minutes. See block 74. If so, 
the sWitching platform can announce the time remaining to 
the subscriber such that the subscriber can plan to complete 
the telephone call Within the remaining time. See block 76. 
OtherWise, this monitoring process can continue as shoWn in 
FIG. 4. 

[0042] If the call has ended, either by action of the 
respective subscriber or by the call duration control means 
34 upon exhaustion of the prepaid services, the sWitching 
platform 20 and, more particularly, the recon?guring means 
30 Will reset the Home Locator Record of the subscriber so 
as to prohibit call termination, prior to releasing the tele 
phone call. See blocks 82 and 84. By resetting the Home 
Locator Record of the subscriber to prohibit call termina 
tion, the Wireless communications system 10 of the present 
invention reduces, if not prevents fraud by not alloWing 
unauthoriZed access to any subscriber. In particular, subse 
quent telephone calls to the roaming access port of the 
serving carrier 12b Which request call termination With a 
roaming subscriber of the home carrier 12a Will not be 
completed since the Home Locator Record of the respective 
subscriber Which is provided to the serving carrier Would 
again indicate that the subscriber is prohibited from receiv 
ing calls. Accordingly, the Wireless communications system 
and method of the present invention permit call termination 
With a roaming subscriber on a limited, prepaid basis, While 
reducing, if not preventing, fraud upon the home/serving 
carrier. As a result, carriers can increase the universe of 
potential subscribers to include consumers Who are slightly 
less creditWorthy since the relative eXposure of the carrier is 
limited according to the present invention. 

[0043] In the draWings and the speci?cation, there has 
been set forth a preferred embodiment of the invention and, 
although speci?c terms are employed, the terms are used in 
a generic and descriptive sense only and not for purpose of 
limitation, the scope of the invention being set forth in the 
folloWing claims. 

That Which is claimed is: 
1. A Wireless communications system comprising: 

a home carrier for providing Wireless communications 
service to a subscriber Within a predetermined service 

area; 

HLR memory means, associated With said home carrier, 
for storing a home locator record database comprising 
a plurality of home locator records at least partially 
de?ning the Wireless communications service to be 
provided to respective ones of the subscribers of said 
home carrier, Wherein the home locator record is at 
least initially con?gured to prohibit call termination 
With the respective subscriber; and 

recon?guring means for at least temporarily recon?guring 
the home locator record of a respective subscriber in 
response to a request for Wireless communications 
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service involving the subscriber to permit call termi 
nation With the subscriber if the subscriber has paid in 
advance for the requested Wireless communications 
service. 

2. A Wireless communications system according to claim 
1 Wherein the request for Wireless communications service 
is a request for call termination With the respective sub 
scriber outside of the predetermined service area of said 
home carrier, and Wherein said recon?guring means at least 
temporarily recon?gures the home locator record of the 
subscriber so as to permit call termination With the sub 
scriber if the subscriber has paid in advance for Wireless 
communications service With said home carrier. 

3. A Wireless communications system according to claim 
1 further comprising a serving carrier for providing Wireless 
communications service Within a predetermined service area 
Which is at least partially different than the predetermined 
service area of said home carrier, Wherein said serving 
carrier cooperates With said home carrier for providing the 
requested Wireless communications service if said recon?g 
uring means has recon?gured the home locator record of the 
respective subscriber to permit call termination. 

4. A Wireless communications system according to claim 
1 Wherein said recon?guring means resets the home locator 
record of the respective subscriber upon completion of the 
requested Wireless communications service such that the 
home locator record again prohibits call termination With the 
subscriber. 

5. A Wireless communications system according to claim 
1 further comprising account memory means, associated 
With said home carrier, for storing account information for 
the plurality of subscribers of said home carrier including 
account information relating to the Wireless communications 
services Which have been paid in advance by respective ones 
of the subscribers. 

6. A Wireless communications system according to claim 
5 further comprising monitor means for monitoring said 
account memory means While said home carrier provides the 
requested Wireless communications service. 

7. A Wireless communications system according to claim 
6 further comprising call duration control means for ending 
the requested Wireless communications service once the 
account information for the respective subscriber indicates 
that the Wireless communications services Which had been 
paid in advance by the subscriber have been eXhausted. 

8. A Wireless communications sWitching platform for 
selectively providing Wireless communications service to a 
plurality of subscribers, Wherein the Wireless communica 
tions service to be provided to a respective subscriber is at 
least partially de?ned by a home locator record Which is at 
least initially con?gured to prohibit call termination With the 
subscriber outside of a predetermined service area, and 
Wherein the Wireless communications sWitching platform 
comprises: 

account memory means for storing account information 
for the plurality of subscribers; and 

recon?guring means, responsive to said account memory 
means, for at least temporarily recon?guring the home 
locator record of a respective subscriber in response to 
a request for Wireless communications service involv 
ing the subscriber outside of the predetermined service 
area to permit call termination With the subscriber if the 
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stored account information indicates that the subscriber 
has paid in advance for the requested Wireless commu 
nications service. 

9. AWireless communications sWitching platform accord 
ing to claim 8 further comprising a sWitch for providing the 
requested Wireless communications service if the home 
locator record permits call termination With the respective 
subscriber. 

10. A Wireless communications sWitching platform 
according to claim 8 Wherein said recon?guring means 
resets the home locator record of the respective subscriber 
upon completion of the requested Wireless communications 
service such that the home locator record again prohibits call 
termination With the subscriber outside of the predetermined 
service area. 

11. A Wireless communications sWitching platform 
according to claim 8 Wherein said account memory means 
includes account information relating to the Wireless com 
munications services Which have been paid in advance by 
respective ones of the subscribers. 

12. A Wireless communications sWitching platform 
according to claim 11 further comprising monitor means for 
monitoring said account memory means While the Wireless 
communications sWitching platform provides the requested 
Wireless communications service. 

13. A Wireless communications sWitching platform 
according to claim 12 further comprising call duration 
control means for terminating the requested Wireless com 
munications service once the account information for the 
respective subscriber indicates that the Wireless communi 
cations services Which had been paid in advance by the 
subscriber have been eXhausted. 

14. A method of selectively providing Wireless commu 
nications service to a plurality of subscribers, Wherein the 
Wireless communications service to be provided to a respec 
tive subscriber is at least partially de?ned by a home locator 
record Which is at least initially con?gured to prohibit call 
termination With the subscriber, and Wherein the method 
comprises the steps of: 

receiving a request for Wireless communications service 
including call termination With the subscriber outside 
of a ?rst predetermined service area; 

determining if the subscriber has paid in advance for the 
requested Wireless communications service; 

at least temporarily recon?guring the home locator record 
of the subscriber to permit call termination With the 
subscriber if the subscriber has paid in advance for the 
requested Wireless communications service; and 

providing the requested Wireless communications service 
if the home locator record is recon?gured to permit call 
termination With the subscriber. 

15. A method according to claim 14 Wherein said provid 
ing step comprises providing the recon?gured home locator 
record of the subscriber to a serving carrier Which provides 
the requested Wireless communications service, Wherein the 
serving carrier provides Wireless communications service 
Within a second predetermined service area Which is at least 
partially different than the ?rst predetermined service area. 

16. A method according to claim 14 further comprising 
the step of resetting the home locator record of the respective 
subscriber upon completion of the requested Wireless com 
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munications service such that the home locator record again 
prohibits call termination With the subscriber outside of the 
predetermined service area. 

17. A method according to claim 14 further comprising 
repeatedly determining, during said providing step, if the 
subscriber has paid in advance for a continuation of the 
provided Wireless communications service. 
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18. A method according to claim 17 further comprising 
terminating the requested Wireless communications service 
upon determining that the Wireless communications services 
Which had been paid in advance by the subscriber have been 
eXhausted. 


