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(57) ABSTRACT 
A bias network uses resistive biasing, active biasing and 
current mirror biasing in combination to enhance RF poWer 
ampli?er linearity and ef?ciency by forming a bias network 
that provides temperature compensation, minimizes current 
drain requirements for the Vbias source and reduces the 
level of RF linear ampli?er quiescent current. 
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BIAS NETWORK FOR HIGH EFFICIENCY RF 
LINEAR POWER AMPLIFIER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to radio 
frequency (RF) linear poWer ampli?er bias networks and, 
more particularly, to a bias netWork for minimizing distor 
tion products normally associated With bipolar transistor 
based RF poWer ampli?ers. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0004] An important goal associated With design of bipo 
lar transistor based linear ampli?ers includes minimiZing the 
introduction of distortion products. It is knoWn that load 
impedance can be optimiZed for minimum distortion. Opti 
miZation of just the load impedance, hoWever, is often 
undesirable since the output poWer and ef?ciency generally 
are reduced. It is also knoWn that any bias netWork must 
supply the correct amount of bipolar transistor base current 
to prevent or minimiZe distortion. TWo trends associated 
With bipolar transistor base current must be reconciled to 
produce a linear ampli?er With minimum amplitude modu 
lation distortion, e.g. AM-to-AM. For example, the 
bias current required by a bipolar transistor in class B 
operation increases as the square root of the poWer. Further, 
the base current, and thus the collector current increases 
exponentially With increasing base-emitter voltage. Any 
reduction in distortion products Will alloW a linear ampli?er 
to be operated closer to saturation, thereby improving the 
ef?ciency. 

[0005] When a linear ampli?er bias point is chosen very 
close to a class B mode, ef?ciency can be improved. This 
condition, hoWever, places a heavy demand on the associ 
ated bias netWork to supply a large range of bias currents as 
the linear ampli?er poWer requirements vary. TWo 
approaches have been used in the art to provide the requisite 
bias netWork. First, a resistive bias netWork has been used 
Where the base current is supplied through a bias resistor. 
Second, an active bias netWork has been used Where an 
emitter folloWer transistor is used to provide a loW imped 
ance bias supply. The resistive bias approach provides 
limited bias current control over poWer. For example, if the 
resistor is small, temperature variations Will cause unaccept 
able ?uctuations in the quiescent current unless the bias 
netWork supply voltage also changes With temperature. If 
the resistor is large, the linear ampli?er Will be have insuf 
?cient bias current at high drive levels or have a large 
quiescent bias current Which is undesirable. The active bias 
netWork alloWs an RF device to draW varying amounts of 
bias current depending upon the RF drive While maintaining 
a loW quiescent level. The foregoing bias netWorks, there 
fore, can affect the linearity of an RF ampli?er. 

[0006] As stated above, one measure of linearity is AM-to 
AM distortion due to RF ampli?er gain changes that occur 
as the RF ampli?er poWer level changes. The gain of an 
ampli?er With resistive biasing Will decrease as the poWer 
increases since the bias resistor Will not pass the increased 
base current. Ampli?ers With active biasing, hoWever, Will 
exhibit gain expansion since the effective bias current Will 
increase at a larger rate than that required as the poWer is 
increased. This condition occurs because the average imped 
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ance looking back into the emitter of the bias current supply 
transistor decreases as the current increases. 

[0007] In vieW of the above, a temperature compensated 
ampli?er quiescent current is desirable since it helps main 
tain linearity and ef?ciency over the desired operating range 
of the ampli?er. One technique that has been used to produce 
temperature compensation at a speci?c bias voltage includes 
a combination of resistive biasing and active biasing referred 
to in the art as “buffered passive bias.” The buffered passive 
bias scheme reduces the current that must be supplied by the 
bias netWork voltage source. Another technique that has 
often been used to produce temperature compensation 
includes a current mirror bias netWork. The current mirror 
bias netWork provides bias current control over a Wide 
temperature range, but requires higher levels of current from 
the bias netWork voltage source. In one case, thermal 
variations in the ampli?er output transistor quiescent cur 
rent, When using a current mirror bias netWork, track current 
changes through a collector bias resistor as the base-emitter 
voltage associated With the current mirror transistor and 
ampli?er transistor change over temperature. If the bias 
netWork voltage is large compared to the base-emitter volt 
ages, then the quiescent current Will not change much over 
temperature. 

[0008] The above techniques, familiar to those skilled in 
the art of linear ampli?ers, affect the AM-to-AM linearity 
performance of the ampli?er. As knoWn in the art, ampli?er 
performance limitations are affected by impedance varia 
tions seen looking back into the bias and RF matching 
netWorks. In one knoWn embodiment, the ampli?er output 
transistor collector current varies exponentially With its 
base-emitter voltage, as stated above. Therefore, a large RF 
impedance at the ampli?er output transistor base is desirable 
for linearity since it Will behave more like a constant current 
source. Use of a large RF impedance, hoWever, is not 
desirable to achieve optimum energy transfer. One knoWn 
technique that addresses the foregoing problems includes 
setting the value of an input RF coupling capacitor to the 
requisite value to achieve desired RF performance With the 
understanding that a higher impedance (smaller capacitor 
value) Will achieve better linearity. 

[0009] In class B operation, one requirement placed upon 
the associated bias netWork includes metering charge into an 
input RF coupling capacitor on the negative portion of the 
RF cycle at a rate that increases as the square root of the RF 
poWer. This charge is then pumped into the ampli?er tran 
sistor base during the positive portion of the RF cycle. As 
stated above, a factor in controlling ampli?er linearity is the 
impedance of the bias netWork. Other than the resistive bias 
technique, knoWn biasing techniques discussed above gen 
erally have impedances that are too loW. This characteristic 
generally tends to supply charge (current) to the input RF 
coupling capacitor discussed above at a higher rate than 
needed as the poWer increases and thus produces unWanted 
gain expansion. While the linearity performance of a resis 
tive bias ampli?er can be optimal, such techniques generally 
require excessive bias current from the bias netWork voltage 
source. 

[0010] Thus, there remains a need for a neW and improved 
bias netWork suitable for use With bipolar transistor poWer 
ampli?ers and that effectively minimiZes distortion products 
to achieve optimum linearity While substantially preserving 
ef?ciency. 



US 2001/0040482 A1 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] The present invention is directed to a bias network 
con?gured to control AM-to-AM performance for a bipolar 
linear ampli?er. One embodiment comprises a modi?ed 
buffered passive bias netWork in combination With a modi 
?ed current mirror bias netWork. The modi?ed buffered 
passive bias netWork provides temperature compensation 
and minimiZes current drain requirements associated With 
the bias netWork voltage source. The modi?ed current mirror 
aids in the temperature compensation and in reducing the 
level of bipolar linear ampli?er quiescent current. The 
impedance of the modi?ed buffered passive bias netWork is 
adjusted through a conventional bias resistor in combination 
With an impedance adjusting resistor added to the emitter of 
the active bias transistor. The impedance of the modi?ed 
current mirror bias netWork is adjusted substantially via a 
resistor added to the base of the current mirror bias transistor 
and also to a lesser eXtent via a resistor added to the collector 
of the current mirror bias transistor. 

[0012] Another embodiment comprises a modi?ed buff 
ered passive bias netWork as described above in combination 
With a modi?ed current mirror bias netWork in Which an 
inductor is added to the emitter of the current mirror bias 
transistor. 

[0013] Yet another embodiment comprises a modi?ed 
buffered passive bias netWork as described above in com 
bination With a modi?ed current mirror bias netWork as also 
described above in Which the bias netWork voltage source is 
provided via a voltage drop across a plurality of diodes. 

[0014] Still another embodiment comprises a modi?ed 
buffered passive bias netWork as described above in com 
bination With a modi?ed current mirror bias netWork as also 
described above in Which the bias netWork voltage source is 
provided via a voltage drop across a plurality of diode 
connected transistors (base/collector connected) to provide a 
temperature variable reference voltage. 

[0015] Another embodiment comprises a modi?ed buff 
ered passive bias netWork as described above in combination 
With a modi?ed current mirror bias netWork as also 
described above in Which the bias netWork voltage source is 
provided via a voltage drop across at least one diode 
connected transistor in combination With one or more resis 
tors to provide a temperature variable reference voltage. 

[0016] Another embodiment comprises a modi?ed buff 
ered passive bias netWork as described above in Which the 
bias netWork voltage source is provided by a diode reference 
netWork as also described above. 

[0017] Accordingly, one feature of the present invention 
includes provision of a current bias netWork con?gured to 
minimiZe introduction of distortion products associated With 
a bipolar linear ampli?er. 

[0018] Another feature of the present invention includes 
provision of a current bias netWork con?gured to alloW a 
bipolar linear ampli?er to be operated very close to satura 
tion to improve ampli?er ef?ciency. 

[0019] Still another feature of the present invention 
includes provision of a bipolar linear ampli?er current bias 
netWork con?gured to provide temperature compensation 
and minimiZe current drain requirements associated With the 
current bias netWork. 
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[0020] Yet another feature of the present invention 
includes provision of a bipolar linear ampli?er current bias 
netWork con?gured to provide temperature compensation 
and reduce the level of quiescent current drain requirements 
associated With the bipolar linear ampli?er. 

[0021] Still another feature of the present invention 
includes provision of a current bias netWork that can be 
combined With a bipolar linear ampli?er to produce a linear 
ampli?er With minimum AM-to-AM distortion. 

[0022] These and other features of the present invention 
Will become apparent to those skilled in the art after a 
reading of the folloWing description of the preferred 
embodiment When considered With the draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0023] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a resis 
tive bias netWork knoWn in the art 

[0024] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating an active 
bias netWork knoWn in the art. 

[0025] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a buff 
ered passive bias netWork knoWn in the art. 

[0026] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating a current 
mirror bias netWork knoWn in the art. 

[0027] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a modi 
?ed active bias netWork according to one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0028] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating a modi 
?ed buffered passive bias netWork according to one embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

[0029] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating a modi 
?ed current mirror bias netWork according to one embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

[0030] FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram illustrating another 
modi?ed current mirror bias netWork according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0031] FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram illustrating a current 
bias netWork according to one embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0032] FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating a 
current bias netWork according to another embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[0033] FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram illustrating another 
bias netWork knoWn in the art. 

[0034] FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram illustrating another 
modi?ed current bias netWork according to one embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0035] FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram illustrating a 
current bias netWork according to anther embodiment of the 
present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0036] In the folloWing descriptions, like reference char 
acters designate like or corresponding parts throughout the 
several vieWs. Referring noW to the draWings in general and 
FIG. 1 in particular, it Will be understood that the illustra 
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tions are for the purpose of describing a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention and are not intended to limit the 
invention thereto. As shoWn in FIG. 1, a schematic diagram 
illustrates a resistive bias circuit 100 knoWn in the art. The 
base current to a transistor ampli?er 102 is supplied through 
a bias resistor 104. This biasing approach provides limited 
bias current control over poWer. For example, if the bias 
resistor 104 is small, temperature variations can cause 
unacceptable ?uctuations in the quiescent current associated 
With the transistor ampli?er 102 unless the bias voltage 
Vbias 106 changes With temperature. If the bias resistor 104 
is large, the transistor ampli?er 102 Will be bias starved at 
high drive levels or otherWise have an undesirably large 
quiescent bias current. 

[0037] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating an active 
bias circuit 200 knoWn in the art. The active bias circuit 200 
is an improvement over the resistive bias circuit 100 shoWn 
in FIG. 1 since the active bias circuit 200 alloWs the 
associated transistor ampli?er 102 to draW varying amounts 
of bias current depending upon the radio frequency (RF) 
drive level While still maintaining a loW quiescent current 
level. The resistive bias circuit 100 and the active bias circuit 
200 both affect the transistor ampli?er 102 linearity, e.g., 
AM-to-AM distortion, due to transistor gain changes With 
changes in poWer level. For example, ampli?er gain With 
resistive bias Will decrease as the poWer level increases since 
the resistor 104 Will not pass the increased base current as 
stated above. Ampli?ers having active biasing Will exhibit 
gain expansion With increasing poWer levels. This is because 
the effective bias current Will increase at a larger rate than 
required due to decreasing average impedance (variable 
impedance) associated With the bias current supply transistor 
202 as the current increases. 

[0038] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a buff 
ered passive bias circuit 300 knoWn in the art. As stated 
above, temperature compensation in the transistor ampli?er 
102 quiescent current is desirable since it helps maintain 
linearity and ef?ciency over the operating range of the 
ampli?er 102. The buffered passive bias circuit 300 com 
bines a resistive bias circuit 100 With an active bias circuit 
200 to produce improved temperature compensation at a 
speci?c bias voltage. A feature of this active bias circuit 300 
includes a reduction in current that must be supplied by the 
active bias circuit voltage source Vbias 302. 

[0039] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating a current 
mirror bias circuit 400 knoWn in the art. The current mirror 
bias circuit 400 provides excellent bias current control over 
a Wide temperature range at the expense of increased current 
requirements for the current mirror bias circuit voltage 
source Vbias 402. In operation, the current mirror bias 
transistor 404 quiescent current tracks the transistor ampli 
?er 102 quiescent current because of the common base 
emitter voltage. If the voltage drop across R1 is large 
compared to the thermal variation in the base-emitter volt 
age (VBE), the quiescent bias current Will remain relatively 
unchanged over temperature. 

[0040] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a modi 
?ed active bias circuit 500 according to one embodiment of 
the present invention. As stated above, a factor in controlling 
the ampli?er linearity is the impedance of the bias netWork. 
The bias circuits illustrated in FIGS. 2-4 have impedances 
that are too loW for use in linear ampli?er applications. For 
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example, a loW impedance Will tend to supply charge 
(current) to capacitor C1 as the poWer increases, thereby 
producing gain expansion. The bias circuit illustrated in 
FIG. 1 could be optimum but for the excessive bias current 
required from the bias voltage source Vbias 106. The 
modi?ed active bias circuit 500 includes a resistor R2 added 
to the emitter of the active bias circuit transistor 202 to 
reduce or minimiZe any gain expansion produced by the 
modi?ed active bias circuit 500. Preferably, resistor R2 is 
selected to achieve maximum linearity and ef?ciency about 
a desired operating point for the transistor ampli?er 102. 

[0041] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating a modi 
?ed buffered passive bias circuit 600 according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. The modi?ed passive 
bias circuit 600 alloWs adjustments to the bias impedance 
and a degree of temperature compensation via resistors R2 
and R3. Preferably, resistors R2 and R3 are adjusted to 
maximiZe transistor ampli?er 102 operating ef?ciency and 
linearity With minimal quiescent bias current demands upon 
the bias circuit voltage source 602. 

[0042] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating a modi 
?ed current mirror bias circuit 700 according to one embodi 
ment of the present invention. The modi?ed current mirror 
bias circuit 700 alloWs adjustments to the bias impedance 
and a degree of temperature compensation via resistors R1, 
R2 and R3. For example, resistors R2 and R3 alloW adjust 
ments in the temperature compensation characteristics asso 
ciated With the transistor ampli?er 102 While resistors R1, 
R3 and to a lessor extent R2, all interact to affect the bias 
circuit impedance. Preferably, resistors R1, R2 and R3 are 
adjusted to maximiZe linearity and operating ef?ciency With 
minimal quiescent bias current demands upon the modi?ed 
current mirror bias circuit voltage source 702. 

[0043] FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram illustrating another 
modi?ed current mirror bias circuit 800 according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. The impedance of the 
modi?ed current mirror bias circuit 800 can be increased via 
addition of an inductor L1 to the emitter of the modi?ed 
current mirror bias transistor 802. Chip area is important 
When using a monolithic poWer ampli?er. Therefore, it is 
preferable to provide a connection for use With an external 
inductor When the modi?ed current mirror bias circuit 800 is 
used in association With a monolithic poWer ampli?er. 

[0044] FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram illustrating a bias 
netWork 900 according to one preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. The bias netWork 900 has a modi?ed 
buffered passive circuit 902 and a modi?ed current mirror 
bias circuit 904. The modi?ed buffered passive bias circuit 
902 provides a predetermined amount of temperature com 
pensation While attributing to minimiZation of current drain 
requirements associated With the bias circuit voltage source 
Vbias 906. The modi?ed current mirror bias circuit 904 aids 
in the temperature compensation and in reducing the level of 
quiescent current associated With the transistor ampli?er 
102. The impedance of the bias netWork 900 is adjusted 
through resistors R2, R3, R4 and to a lessor extent resistor 
R5. The resistor R6 generally provides bias ballast for the 
transistor ampli?er 102 and is typically too small to provide 
linearity improvements When used in association With the 
bias netWork 900. The bias netWork 900 alloWs greater 
?exibility than knoWn bias circuits in providing a bias 
current source capable of achieving design constraints nec 



US 2001/0040482 A1 

essary to create a linear ampli?er having superior AM-to 
AM performance and temperature compensation. 

[0045] FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating another 
bias netWork 1000 according to another embodiment of the 
present invention. The bias netWork 1000 is similar to the 
bias netWork 900 illustrated in FIG. 9, eXcept the bias 
voltage source Vbias 1002 is combined With a pair of diode 
connected transistors 1004 to generate a desired bias voltage 
on the integrated circuit (IC) chip. This embodiment is not 
so limited hoWever, and it shall be understood that a desired 
bias voltage can also be generated by replacing the pair of 
diode connected transistors 1004 With a single transistor, one 
or more diodes, or combinations thereof. One or more 

resistors can also be combined With the transistor(s) and/or 
diode(s) to more particularly re?ne the desired bias voltage 
characteristics. 

[0046] FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram illustrating a buff 
ered passive bias circuit 1100 that is knoWn in the art. The 
bias circuit 1100 uses tWo diode connected transistors 1102 
to provide a temperature variable reference voltage. Other 
implementations of the bias circuit 1100 knoWn in the art 
employ a single transistor in combination With a resistor to 
provide a reference voltage. As stated above, a classic 
buffered passive bias circuit such as circuit 1100 tends to 
produce undesirable gain eXpansion under some circum 
stance When used to bias a linear ampli?er. One embodiment 
of the present invention minimiZes undesirable gain eXpan 
sion by adding a properly siZed resistor to the emitter of the 
active transistor associated With the buffered passive bias 
circuit such as illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6. The neWly 
added emitter resistor operates to improve linearity by 
strategically maXimiZing the bias circuit impedance at a 
desired operating point. 

[0047] FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram illustrating a 
modi?ed buffered passive bias circuit 1200 according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. The bias circuit 1200 
is like the bias circuit 1100 shoWn in FIG. 11, eXcept an 
additional impedance adjustment resistor 1202 is added to 
the emitter of the bias circuit transistor 1204 to improve 
linearity by minimiZing gain eXpansion as stated above. 
Although the modi?ed buffered passive bias circuit 1200 is 
an improvement over classic buffered passive bias schemes 
knoWn in the art, a more preferred scheme uses any of the 
bias netWorks shoWn in FIGS. 9 and 10. As stated above, 
improvements in linearity and operating efficiency can be 
obtained When using a combination of resistive biasing, 
active biasing and current mirror biasing. This combination 
of bias schemes can therefore be used in combination With 
a linear ampli?er to provide a linear ampli?er With superior 
linearity and operating ef?ciency When contrasted With 
knoWn bias schemes. 

[0048] FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram illustrating a bias 
netWork 1300 according to another embodiment of the 
present invention. The bias netWork 1300 is similar to the 
bias netWork 1000 illustrated in FIG. 10, eXcept the bias 
voltage source Vbias 1004 is formulated With a pair of diode 
connected transistors 1004 and a series resistor 1302 to 
generate a desired bias voltage on the integrated circuit (IC) 
chip. Those skilled in the art shall readily appreciate that a 
desired bias voltage can also be generated by replacing the 
pair of diode connected transistors 1004 With a single 
transistor, more than tWo transistors, one or more diodes, or 
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combinations thereof. More than a single series resistor can 
also be combined With the transistor(s) and/or diode(s) to 
more particularly re?ne the desired bias voltage character 
istics. The bias netWork 1300 is optionally coupled to 
ground via an inductor 1304 that functions to alter the AC 
impedance characteristics of the bias netWork 1300. 

[0049] Certain modi?cations and improvements Will occur 
to those skilled in the art upon a reading of the foregoing 
description. By Way of eXample, just as the inventive 
embodiments disclosed herein describe speci?c combina 
tions of bias netWorks, different combinations are possible 
With reduced, but yet superior performance over classic bias 
netWorks knoWn in the art. The present invention is also 
useful in combination With many other types of circuits 
beyond merely linear ampli?ers. Further, the present inven 
tion can be constructed using various combinations of the 
circuit elements, so long as the requisite resistor(s) and/or 
inductor(s) are present to tailor the impedance of the par 
ticular bias netWork. It should be understood that all such 
modi?cations and improvements have been deleted herein 
for the sake of conciseness and readability but are properly 
Within the scope of the folloWing claims. 

We claim: 
1. A linear ampli?er bias netWork comprising: 

a radio frequency bipolar junction transistor having a 
collector, emitter and base; 

a capacitor having one end coupled to the base of the 
bipolar junction transistor and having an opposite end 
con?gured to receive a radio frequency signal; 

a second bipolar junction transistor having a base, a 
collector and an emitter, Wherein the collector is 
coupled to a dc supply voltage; 

a ?rst resistor having one end coupled to the base of the 
second bipolar junction transistor and having an oppo 
site end coupled to a bias voltage source; and 

a second resistor having a ?rst end coupled to the emitter 
and having a second end coupled to the base of the 
radio frequency bipolar junction transistor, the second 
resistor having a resistance value rendering the linear 
ampli?er bias netWork capable of minimiZing gain 
eXpansion associated With the radio-frequency bipolar 
junction transistor. 

2. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 1 
further comprising a third resistor having one end coupled to 
the bias voltage source and having an opposite end coupled 
to the second end of the second resistor, Wherein the second 
and third resistors are capable of adjusting a bias impedance 
associated With the bias netWork such that the bias netWork 
can achieve a desired temperature compensation character 
istic. 

3. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 2 
further comprising: 

a ground node; 

a third bipolar junction transistor having a base, collector 
and emitter, Wherein the emitter of the third bipolar 
junction transistor is coupled to the ground node; 

a fourth resistor having one end coupled to the base of the 
third bipolar junction transistor and having an opposite 
end coupled to the second end of the second resistor; 
and 
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a ?fth resistor having one end coupled to the collector of 
the third bipolar junction transistor and having an 
opposite end coupled to the second end of the second 
resistor; Wherein a combination of resistance values for 
the ?rst, second, third, fourth and ?fth resistors are 
capable of adjusting a bias impedance associated With 
the bias netWork such that the bias netWork can achieve 
a desired temperature compensation characteristic and 
further such that the bias netWork can achieve a desired 
level of quiescent current and minimize gain expansion 
associated With the radio frequency bipolar junction 
transistor. 

4. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 3 
Wherein the bias voltage source comprises a resistor/diode 
netWork coupled to a supply voltage to generate a desired 
supply reference voltage. 

5. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 3 
Wherein the bias voltage source comprises: 

a diode netWork; and 

a resistor having a ?rst end coupled to a supply voltage 
and having an opposite end coupled to the diode 
netWork such that a predetermined voltage drop is 
achieved across the diode netWork relative to the 
ground node to produce a desired bias voltage for the 
linear ampli?er bias netWork. 

6. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 5 
Wherein the diode netWork comprises a plurality of diodes 
and a series resistor. 

7. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 3 
Wherein the bias voltage source comprises: 

a transistor netWork con?gured as a diode netWork; and 

a resistor having a ?rst end coupled to a supply voltage 
and having an opposite end coupled to the transistor 
netWork such that a predetermined voltage drop is 
achieved across the transistor netWork relative to the 
ground node to produce a desired supply reference 
voltage for the linear ampli?er bias netWork. 

8. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 7 
Wherein the transistor netWork comprises a plurality of 
bipolar junction transistors and a series resistor. 

9. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 8 
further comprising an inductor having a ?rst end coupled to 
the ground node and further having an opposite end coupled 
to the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor such that 
the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor is coupled 
to the ground node solely through the inductor. 

10. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
9 Wherein the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor 
is further coupled to the transistor netWork such that a 
portion of he transistor netWork is coupled to the ground 
node solely through the inductor. 

11. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
9 Wherein any single resistor selected from the group 
consisting of the ?rst, second, third, fourth and ?fth resistors 
is con?gured to have Zero resistance. 

12. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
2 further comprising: 

a ground node; and 

a third bipolar junction transistor having a base, collector 
and emitter, Wherein the emitter of the third bipolar 
junction transistor is coupled to the ground node and 
Wherein the base and collector of the third bipolar 
junction transistor are coupled to the second end of the 
second resistor. 
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13. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
12 Wherein the bias voltage source comprises a resistor/ 
diode netWork coupled to a supply voltage to generate a 
desired supply reference voltage. 

14. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
12 Wherein the bias voltage source comprises: 

a diode netWork; and 

a resistor having a ?rst end coupled to a supply voltage 
and having an opposite end coupled to the diode 
netWork such that a predetermined voltage drop is 
achieved across the diode netWork relative to the 
ground node to produce a desired bias voltage for the 
linear ampli?er bias netWork. 

15. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
14 Wherein the diode netWork comprises a plurality of 
diodes and a series resistor. 

16. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
11 Wherein the bias voltage source comprises: 

a transistor netWork con?gured as a diode netWork; and 

a resistor having a ?rst end coupled to a supply voltage 
and having an opposite end coupled to the transistor 
netWork such that a predetermined voltage drop is 
achieved across the transistor netWork relative to the 
ground node to produce a desired supply reference 
voltage for the linear ampli?er bias netWork. 

17. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
16 Wherein the transistor netWork comprises a plurality of 
bipolar junction transistors and a series resistor. 

18. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
17 further comprising an inductor having a ?rst end coupled 
to the ground node and further having an opposite end 
coupled to the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor 
such that the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor 
is coupled to the ground node solely through the inductor. 

19. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
18 Wherein any single resistor selected from the group 
consisting of the ?rst, second and third resistors is con?g 
ured to have Zero resistance. 

20. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
18 Wherein the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor 
is further coupled to the transistor netWork such that a 
portion of the transistor netWork is coupled to the ground 
node solely through the inductor. 

21. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
20 Wherein any single resistor selected from the group 
consisting of the ?rst, second and third resistors is con?g 
ured to have Zero resistance. 

22. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
2 further comprising: 

a ground node; 

a third bipolar junction transistor having a base, collector 
and emitter, Wherein the emitter of the third bipolar 
junction transistor is coupled to the ground node and 
Wherein the collector of the third bipolar junction 
transistor is coupled to the second end of the second 
resistor; and 

a fourth resistor having one end coupled to the base of the 
third bipolar junction transistor and having an opposite 
end coupled to the second end of the second resistor, 
Wherein a combination of resistance values for the ?rst, 
second, third and fourth resistors are capable of adjust 
ing a bias impedance associated With the bias netWork 
such that the bias netWork can achieve a desired 
temperature compensation characteristic and further 
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such that the bias network can achieve a desired level 
of quiescent current and minimize gain expansion 
associated With the radio frequency bipolar junction 
transistor. 

23. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
22 Wherein the bias voltage source comprises a resistor/ 
diode netWork coupled to a supply voltage to generate a 
desired supply reference voltage. 

24. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
22 Wherein the bias voltage source comprises: 

a diode netWork; and 

a resistor having a ?rst end coupled to a supply voltage 
and having an opposite end coupled to the diode 
netWork such that a predetermined voltage drop is 
achieved across the diode netWork relative to the 
ground node to produce a desired bias voltage for the 
linear ampli?er bias netWork. 

25. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
24 Wherein the diode netWork comprises a plurality of 
diodes and a series resistor. 

26. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
22 Wherein the bias voltage source comprises: 

a transistor netWork con?gured as a diode netWork; and 

a resistor having a ?rst end coupled to a supply voltage 
and having an opposite end coupled to the transistor 
netWork such that a predetermined voltage drop is 
achieved across the transistor netWork relative to the 
ground node to produce a desired supply reference 
voltage for the linear ampli?er bias netWork. 

27. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
26 Wherein the transistor netWork comprises a plurality of 
bipolar junction transistors and a series resistor. 

28. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
27 further comprising an inductor having a ?rst end coupled 
to the ground node and further having an opposite end 
coupled to the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor 
such that the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor 
is coupled to the ground node solely through the inductor. 

29. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
28 Wherein any single resistor selected from the group 
consisting of the ?rst, second, third and fourth resistors is 
con?gured to have Zero resistance. 

30. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
28 Wherein the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor 
is further coupled to the transistor netWork such that a 
portion of the transistor netWork is coupled to the ground 
node solely through the inductor. 

31. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
30 Wherein any single resistor selected from the group 
consisting of the ?rst, second, third and fourth resistors is 
con?gured to have Zero resistance. 

32. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
2 further comprising: 

a ground node; 

a third bipolar junction transistor having a base, collector 
and emitter, Wherein the emitter of the third bipolar 
junction transistor is coupled to the ground node and 
Wherein the base of the third bipolar junction transistor 
is coupled to the second end of the second resistor; and 

a fourth resistor having one end coupled to the collector 
of the third bipolar junction transistor and having an 
opposite end coupled to the second end of the second 
resistor, Wherein a combination of resistance values for 
the ?rst, second, third and fourth resistors are capable 
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of adjusting a bias impedance associated With the bias 
netWork such that the bias netWork can achieve a 
desired temperature compensation characteristic and 
further such that the bias netWork can achieve a desired 
level of quiescent current and minimiZe gain expansion 
associated With the radio frequency bipolar junction 
transistor. 

33. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
32 Wherein the bias voltage source comprises a resistor/ 
diode netWork coupled to a supply voltage and con?gured to 
generate a desired supply reference voltage. 

34. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
32 Wherein the bias voltage source comprises: 

a diode netWork; and 

a resistor having a ?rst end coupled to a supply voltage 
and having an opposite end coupled to the diode 
netWork such that a predetermined voltage drop is 
achieved across the diode netWork relative to the 
ground node to produce a desired bias voltage for the 
linear ampli?er bias netWork. 

35. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
34 Wherein the diode netWork comprises a plurality of 
diodes and a series resistor. 

36. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
32 Wherein the bias voltage source comprises: 

a transistor netWork con?gured as a diode netWork; and 

a resistor having a ?rst end coupled to a supply voltage 
and having an opposite end coupled to the transistor 
netWork such that a predetermined voltage drop is 
achieved across the transistor netWork relative to the 
ground node to produce a desired supply reference 
voltage for the linear ampli?er bias netWork. 

37. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
36 Wherein the transistor netWork comprises a plurality of 
bipolar junction transistors and a series resistor. 

38. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
37 further comprising an inductor having a ?rst end coupled 
to the ground node and further having an opposite end 
coupled to the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor 
such that the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor 
is coupled to the ground node solely through the inductor. 

39. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
38 Wherein any single resistor selected from the group 
consisting of the ?rst, second, third and fourth resistors is 
con?gured to have Zero resistance. 

40. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
38 Wherein the emitter of the third bipolar junction transistor 
is further coupled to the transistor netWork such that a 
portion of the transistor netWork is coupled to the ground 
node solely through the inductor. 

41. The linear ampli?er bias netWork according to claim 
40 Wherein any single resistor selected from the group 
consisting of the ?rst, second, third and fourth resistors is 
con?gured to have Zero resistance. 

42. A linear ampli?er bias netWork comprising: 

a radio frequency bipolar junction transistor having a 
base, collector and emitter; 

a capacitor having one end coupled to the base of the radio 
frequency bipolar junction transistor and having an 
opposite end con?gured to receive a radio frequency 
input signal; 

a second bipolar junction transistor having a base, col 
lector and emitter, Wherein the collector of the second 
bipolar junction transistor is coupled to a dc supply 
voltage; 










