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DEVICE FOR PACKAGING AND APPLYING A 
SUBSTANCE, IN PARTICULAR A COSMETIC 

[0001] The present invention relates to a device for pack 
aging and applying a substance, in particular a cosmetic. 

[0002] The invention relates more particularly to a device 
of the type comprising a receptacle for containing said 
substance, an applicator provided With an applicator ele 
ment, and a Wiper member having an elastically deformable 
Wall pierced by at least one slot de?ning Wiping lips and 
through Which an applicator element can pass. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Numerous devices of that type are knoWn. 

[0004] Nevertheless, there exists a need to improve the 
quality of the Wiping of the applicator element since the 
quality of the resulting makeup depends thereon to a large 
extent. 

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0005] The invention seeks to propose a novel device for 
packaging and applying a substance, Which device is rela 
tively simple in structure and provides better-quality Wiping 
of the applicator element. 

[0006] The device of the invention is of the above-speci 
?ed type, Wherein the elastically deformable Wall is suitable, 
under the effect of axial stress exerted by the applicator, for 
taking up different ?rst and second con?gurations respec 
tively during insertion and WithdraWal of the applicator, and 
Wherein said elastically deformable Wall is made to have an 
initial shape at rest and in the absence of the applicator that 
is not plane, said initial shape being selected in such a 
manner that the Wiper lips press on the applicator With 
different amounts of force respectively While the applicator 
is being inserted and While it is being WithdraWn because of 
the deformations to Which said elastically deformable Wall is 
subjected to make it pass from its initial shape to one of said 
con?gurations. 

[0007] Because of the invention, a device for packaging 
and applying a substance is made available in Which the 
Wiper member bears against the applicator in different Ways 
depending on Whether it is being inserted into the receptacle 
or extracted therefrom. 

[0008] The invention makes it possible to ensure that the 
Wiper lips do not lose their ability to Wipe the applicator 
element in satisfactory manner folloWing prolonged storage 
of the applicator in the receptacle. 

[0009] The applicator element can thus be very ?ne. 

[0010] Preferably, When the elastically deformable Wall is 
in its initial shape, the Wiper lips are substantially touching. 

[0011] This ensures that the substance contained in the 
receptacle does not dry out. 

[0012] In addition, in the event of the receptacle being 
accidentally tipped over, the substance is prevented from 
spreading to the outside. 

[0013] Preferably, bringing said elastically deformable 
Wall into one of the above-mentioned ?rst and second 
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con?gurations causes the Wiper lips automatically take up a 
position in Which they are no longer naturally touching. 

[0014] Advantageously this characteristic is made use of 
to reduce the stress exerted on the Wiper lips by the appli 
cator When the applicator is in its storage position, or to 
reduce the force exerted by the Wiper lips on the applicator 
element While the applicator is being WithdraWn. 

[0015] Preferably there is only one slot. 

[0016] Preferably, the slot is made in the end Wall of a 
generally concave portion of the elastically deformable Wall. 

[0017] In a ?rst embodiment of the invention, When the 
elastically deformable Wall is in its initial shape, the concave 
side of said portion faces toWards the inside of the recep 
tacle. 

[0018] Thus, When the applicator is inserted into the 
receptacle, this portion inverts, thereby opening the slot. 

[0019] The slot opened by the elastically deformable Wall 
inverting presents relatively little resistance to the move 
ment of the applicator since the Wiper lips do not press 
strongly thereagainst. 

[0020] When the applicator is extracted from the recep 
tacle, the elastically deformable Wall inverts again and the 
concave side of the portion through Which the slot passes 
again faces toWards the inside of the receptacle. 

[0021] The Wiper lips then tend to press more strongly 
against the applicator than While it is being inserted into the 
receptacle. 

[0022] The applicator element is thus subjected to thor 
ough Wiping. 

[0023] In a second embodiment of the invention, When the 
elastically deformable Wall is in its initial shape, the concave 
side of said portion faces toWards the mouth of the recep 
tacle. 

[0024] Thus, When the applicator is inserted into the 
receptacle, the portion through Which the slot passes remains 
With its concave side facing toWards the opening of the 
receptacle. 

[0025] As a result, the Wiper lips tend to press strongly 
against the applicator. 

[0026] HoWever, When the applicator is WithdraWn, the 
elastically deformable Wall changes con?guration and the 
portion through Which the slot passes becomes concave 
facing toWards the inside of the receptacle. 

[0027] Because of this deformation of the elastically 
deformable Wall, the Wiper lips tend to move apart and to 
press With relatively little force against the applicator ele 
ment, Which element is therefore Wiped less thoroughly than 
in the above-mentioned ?rst embodiment of the invention. 

[0028] In a particular application, the device includes a 
limiter member for limiting deformation of the elastically 
deformable Wall While the applicator is being WithdraWn. 

[0029] The limiter member may be organiZed to limit the 
upWard travel of the Wiper lips While the applicator is being 
WithdraWn. 
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[0030] When the portion through Which the slot passes 
inverts While the applicator is being WithdraWn, the limiter 
member can limit the extent of its inversion. 

[0031] In a particular embodiment, the limiter member is 
secured to a neck of the receptacle Which serves to ?x a 
closure cap. 

[0032] In a particular embodiment, the Wiper member is 
?xed to the receptacle via an annular rib. 

[0033] The applicator may comprise a rod Which is 
enlarged at its bottom end so as to form a housing for ?xing 
the applicator element. 

[0034] In a particular embodiment, the thickness of the 
applicator element, at least during Wiping, is less than the 
thickness of the rod measured in the region thereof Which 
comes into contact With the Wiper member While the appli 
cator is in its storage position inside the receptacle. 

[0035] In a particular embodiment, the rod of the appli 
cator is ?at. 

[0036] The rod of the applicator can be holloW, so as to 
limit the stresses exerted by the applicator on the Wiper 
member When the applicator is in place in the receptacle. 

[0037] In a particular embodiment, the elastically deform 
able Wall of the Wiper member is made of elastomer. 

[0038] In a particular embodiment, said slot is extended at 
its ends by cuts serving to make the Wiper lips more mobile 
during insertion and WithdraWal of the applicator. 

[0039] At least one of the edges of the slot can have a 
chamfer. 

[0040] The chamfer can be used in particular to make a 
?ne membrane connecting together the edges of the slot 
Which is integrally molded With the elastically deformable 
Wall and Which is broken after the molding operation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0041] Other characteristics and advantages of the present 
invention Will appear on reading the folloWing detailed 
description of non-limiting embodiments of the invention, 
and on examining the accompanying draWings, in Which: 

[0042] FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic axial section vieW of a 
device for packaging and applying a substance that consti 
tutes a ?rst embodiment of the invention, the applicator 
being WithdraWn; 

[0043] FIG. 2 shoWs the FIG. 1 receptacle With the 
applicator in its storage position inside the receptacle; 

[0044] FIG. 3 shoWs the FIG. 1 receptacle While the 
applicator is being WithdraWn; 

[0045] FIG. 4 shoWs a detail of FIG. 3; 

[0046] FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic axial section vieW of a 
device for packaging and applying a substance that consti 
tutes a second embodiment of the invention, the device 
being shoWn While the applicator is being WithdraWn; 

[0047] FIG. 6 shoWs a detail of FIG. 5; 

[0048] FIG. 7 is a diagrammatic axial section vieW of a 
device for packaging and applying a substance that consti 
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tutes a third embodiment of the invention, the applicator 
being shoWn in its storage position inside the receptacle; 

[0049] FIG. 8 shoWs the con?guration of the Wiper mem 
ber When the applicator is WithdraWn; 

[0050] FIGS. 9 to 11 shoW cuts of various shapes formed 
at the ends of the slot of the Wiper member; 

[0051] FIG. 12 is a diagrammatic axial section vieW of a 
device for packaging and applying a substance that consti 
tutes a fourth embodiment of the invention, the applicator 
being WithdraWn; 
[0052] FIG. 13 shoWs the FIG. 12 receptacle With the 
applicator in place inside the receptacle; 

[0053] FIG. 14 shoWs the FIG. 12 receptacle at the 
moment the applicator is WithdraWn; 

[0054] FIG. 15 shoWs a variant embodiment of the appli 
cator of FIG. 7; 

[0055] FIG. 16 shoWs hoW the Wiper lips press against the 
applicator rod at rest; 

[0056] FIG. 17 is a diagrammatic axial section of a Wiper 
member constituting a ?fth embodiment of the invention; 
and 

[0057] FIG. 18 shoWs a chamfer made on the Wiper lips. 

MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0058] The device 1 for packaging and applying a sub 
stance, and shoWn in part in FIGS. 1 to 3, comprises a 
receptacle 2 having an axis X, the receptacle being open at 
its top end and being suitable for containing makeup, such 
as mascara for example. 

[0059] A Wiper member 3 is ?xed inside the receptacle 2 
by any appropriate means, eg by adhesive or by heat 
sealing. 

[0060] In the example described, the Wiper member 3 has 
a generally tubular Wall 4 about the axis X Which is extended 
at its top end by an annular rim 5 serving to ?x it on the top 
end of the receptacle 2, and connected at its bottom end to 
an end Wall 6 Which, When at rest and in the absence of an 
applicator, presents a shape that is generally concave 
toWards the inside of the receptacle, as can be seen in FIG. 
1. 

[0061] Aslot 7 passes through the center of the Wall 6, and 
the longitudinal edges of the slot extend in a direction that 
is perpendicular to the section plane of FIG. 1. 

[0062] The slot 7 de?nes tWo opposite Wiper lips 20 that 
are elastically deformable and Whose ends constitute the 
above-mentioned longitudinal edges. 

[0063] The Wiper member 3 can be made of an elastomer, 
for example such as a silicone, nitrile EPDM, butyl, or latex 
elastomer, or a polyethylene, polypropylene, polyurethane, 
polystyrene, PVC, or EVA thermoplastic elastomer, said list 
naturally not being limiting. 

[0064] The end Wall 6 is connected to the tubular Wall 4 by 
an annular Zone 27 of reduced thickness. 

[0065] The receptacle 2 is designed to receive an appli 
cator 10 Which is shoWn in FIG. 2 in its storage position. 
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[0066] The applicator 10 comprises an applicator element 
11 Which can be a brush as in the example described, or a 
?ocked body, or a foam. 

[0067] The applicator element 11 is ?xed to the bottom 
end of a rod 12. 

[0068] The applicator element can be ?at and on the axis 
of the rod. 

[0069] The top end of the rod 12 is secured to a mounting 
insert 13 for inserting in a cap (not shoWn). 

[0070] At its top portion, the rod 12 carries a series of 
annular ribs 14 Which are designed to press against the inside 
surface of the tubular portion 4 of the Wiper member 3 to seal 
closure of the receptacle during storage. 

[0071] As can be seen in FIG. 2, the rod 12 is quite ?ne 
in its region that comes into contact With the Wall 6 of the 
Wiper member 3 in the storage position. 

[0072] The rod 12 thickens at its bottom end so as to form 
a sWelling 16 that de?nes a housing for ?xing the applicator 
element 12. 

[0073] When the Wiper member is in its initial shape at 
rest, and in the absence of the applicator, the Wiper lips 12 
touch, as shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0074] When the applicator is inserted into the receptacle, 
the applicator element 11 presses against the end Wall 6 
Which inverts, changing shape, passing from a shape that is 
generally concave toWards the inside of the receptacle to a 
shape that is generally concave toWards the mouth of the 
receptacle, as shoWn in FIG. 2. 

[0075] This change in the con?guration of the end Wall 6 
is accompanied by internal constraints that tend to open the 
slot 7. 

[0076] Thus, the Wiper lips 20 bear rather Weakly against 
the rod 12 of the applicator since in the con?guration of 
FIG. 2 they naturally do not touch each other. 

[0077] The Wiper lips 20 press against the rod 12 via their 
top faces 21 and the edges 24 of said faces. 

[0078] When the applicator is WithdraWn from the recep 
tacle, the end Wall 6 accompanies the upWard displacement 
of the rod 12 and inverts again. 

[0079] The end Wall 6 thus changes con?guration, going 
from a shape that is generally concave toWards the mouth of 
the receptacle to a shape that is generally concave toWards 
the inside of the receptacle, as shoWn in FIG. 3. 

[0080] The change in the con?guration of the end Wall 6 
during insertion of the applicator and during WithdraWal 
thereof is facilitated by the presence of the annular Zone 27 
of reduced thickness. 

[0081] In addition, the changeover of the end Wall 5 from 
the con?guration of FIG. 2 to the con?guration of FIG. 3 is 
facilitated by the existence of the sWelling 16 above the 
applicator element. 

[0082] It Will be observed that the friction of the Wiper lips 
20 against the applicator is suf?cient for the end Wall 6 to be 
able to accompany the movement of the applicator and 
change con?guration. 
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[0083] In addition, the tubular Wall 4 is suf?ciently rigid to 
avoid being inverted When the applicator is extracted from 
the receptacle. 

[0084] Because the Wiper lips 20 in the con?guration of 
FIG. 2 are naturally not touching, they are compressed to a 
small extent only by the presence of the applicator during 
storage, and this ensures that they do not acquire permanent 
deformation Which Would be prejudicial to proper Wiping of 
the applicator element. 

[0085] It Will also be observed that While the applicator is 
being inserted into the receptacle, the Wiper lips 20 move 
apart further as the end Wall 6 is deformed toWards the 
bottom of the receptacle. 

[0086] This reduces the risk of the Wiper lips 20 being 
damaged in the event of the applicator being inserted very 
quickly into the receptacle. 

[0087] In the con?guration of FIG. 3, the Wiper lips 20 
bear strongly via the edges 25 of their bottom faces 26 
against the applicator element 11, as shoWn in FIG. 4. 

[0088] This makes it possible to provide a Wiper member 
that is capable of Wiping an applicator element that is 
extremely ?ne. 

[0089] In addition, even if the Wiper lips 20 do acquire 
permanent doWnWard deformation during prolonged storage 
of the applicator 10 in the receptacle, Wiping takes place 
While the Wiper lips are urged to move upWards, such that 
the above-mentioned permanent deformation serves merely 
to generate additional force tending to press the Wiper lips 
against the applicator element. 

[0090] The slot 7 can be made by cutting using a blade, or 
in a variant can be the result of the Way the Wiper member 
is molded, possibly after breaking a ?ne membrane inter 
connecting the Wiper lips 20. Under such circumstances, the 
edges of the Wiper lips are advantageously chamfered. 

[0091] The embodiment of FIG. 5 differs from that of 
FIGS. 1 to 3 solely by the fact that a limiter member 30 is 
inserted into the mouth of the receptacle. 

[0092] This limiter member 30 has a bottom portion 31 
extending inside the receptacle above the end Wall 6 of the 
Wiper member. 

[0093] The bottom end 32 of the limiter member 30 
extends at a predetermined distance from the end Wall 6 
When the end Wall is at rest, in the absence of an applicator. 

[0094] The limiter member 30 is secured to the receptacle 
by any conventional means, and in the embodiment 
described, it has a tubular skirt 33 that covers the annular rim 
5 of the Wiper member 3. 

[0095] The limiter member 30 also has an annular lip 34 
Which pinches the annular rim 5 against the receptacle 2 in 
order to seal the assembly. 

[0096] The top portion of the limiter member 30 forms a 
neck 35 ?tted With an outside rib 36 serving to snap-fasten 
the cap 19 in Which the mounting insert 13 is inserted. 

[0097] The inside surface of the neck 35 and the inside 
surface of the bottom portion 31 form an insertion cone 
facilitating insertion of the applicator into the receptacle. 
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[0098] The limiter member 30 serves to limit upward 
displacement of the end Wall 6 When the applicator is 
WithdraWn. 

[0099] More particularly, as shown in FIG. 6, the top faces 
21 of the Wiper lips 20 come into abutment on WithdraWal 
of the applicator against the bottom end 32, thereby pre 
venting the Wiper lips 20 from moving further apart, and 
thus increasing the contact pressure they apply on the 
applicator element 11, thereby ensuring thorough Wiping. 

[0100] It Will be understood that it is easy to act on the 
degree to Which the applicator element is Wiped by modi 
fying the axial position of the limiter member 30. 

[0101] FIG. 7 shoWs a device 40 constituting a variant 
embodiment. 

[0102] The device 40 comprises a receptacle 41 containing 
the substance, a Wiper member 42, and an applicator 43 that 
is provided at its bottom end With an applicator element 44. 

[0103] The receptacle 41 comprises a body 45 that is open 
at its top end, and in Which an insert 47 is ?xed having at its 
top end a neck 46 that serves to hold the applicator in the 
storage position, and at its bottom end an annular lip 49 
forming an insertion cone for guiding the applicator 43 as it 
enters into the receptacle 41. 

[0104] The insert 47 also has at its bottom end a skirt 46 
that is used for mounting a Wiper member 42. 

[0105] The applicator 43 has a ?at rod 50 extending 
parallel to the section plane of FIG. 7. 

[0106] The rod 50 has a sWelling 51 at its bottom end, 
de?ning a housing that is used for ?xing the applicator 
element 44, Which element can be constituted, for example, 
by a brush Whose bristles extend doWnWards substantially in 
the direction of the axis of the receptacle. 

[0107] When the applicator 43 is in place inside the 
receptacle 41, the general shape of the Wiper member 42 is 
that of a dish, being concave toWards the mouth of the 
receptacle, as shoWn in FIG. 7. 

[0108] The end Wall 52 of the Wiper member has a slot 53 
passing therethrough Which is shoWn in plan vieW in FIG. 
9 as seen looking along the axis X. 

[0109] The slot 53 extends along a plane region of the end 
Wall 52 and it is extended at its axial ends 54 by cuts 56 
designed to facilitate pivoting of the Wiper lips 55. 

[0110] The Wiper lips 55 touch at rest in the absence of an 
applicator 43, as can be seen in FIG. 9. 

[0111] The cuts 56 can form a V-shape on either side of the 
slot 53 With the apex of the V-shape lying on the axis of the 
slot and With its limbs ?aring as they go aWay from the slot. 

[0112] The cuts (reference 57) could alternatively extend 
perpendicularly to the axis of the slot, as shoWn in FIG. 10, 
They could also (reference 58) form V-shapes Whose limps 
?are going toWards the axis X, as shoWn in FIG. 11. 

[0113] In its initial shape, the end Wall 52 is concave 
toWards the inside of the receptacle, and the slot 53 is closed. 

[0114] When the applicator 43 is inserted into the recep 
tacle, the applicator element 44 displaces the end Wall 52 
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axially doWnWards and the end Wall takes up the con?gu 
ration shoWn in chain-dotted lines in FIG. 8. 

[0115] In this con?guration, the Wiper lips 55 do not touch 
because of internal stresses associated With the end Wall 52 
being deformed When the applicator is inserted. 

[0116] When the applicator is extracted from the recep 
tacle, the end Wall 52 inverts and takes up a con?guration in 
Which it is concave toWards the inside of the receptacle, as 
it is When at rest and in the absence of any applicator. 

[0117] The lip 49 can be con?gured in such a manner as 
to serve as a limiter member, like the limiter member 30 
described above. 

[0118] FIGS. 12 to 14 shoW a device 1‘ Which differs from 
that described With reference to FIGS. 1 to 3 by the fact that 
the end Wall 6‘ of the Wiper member 3‘ When at rest and in 
the absence of an applicator presents a shape that is gener 
ally concave toWards the mouth of the receptacle. 

[0119] A slot 7‘ analogous to the slot 7 of the device 1 
described above passes through the end Wall 6‘ and the 
thickness of the end Wall is less than that of the tubular Wall 
4. 

[0120] When the applicator 10 is in place in the receptacle, 
the Wiper lips 20 are deformed toWards the inside of the 
receptacle as can be seen in FIG. 13, and they bear against 
the rod 12 of the applicator via the edges 24‘ of their top 
faces. 

[0121] The Wiper lips 20‘ press quite strongly against the 
applicator rod. 

[0122] While the applicator 10 is being WithdraWn, the 
end Wall 6‘ inverts and its Wiper lips 20‘ press via their 
bottom faces against the applicator element 11, as can be 
seen in FIG. 14. 

[0123] Inversion of the end Wall 6‘ during WithdraWal of 
the applicator has the consequence of causing the Wiper lips 
20‘ to tend to move apart because of the internal constraints 
in the Wiper member, thereby causing them to press less 
strongly against the applicator than during insertion thereof. 

[0124] As a result the applicator element 11 is Wiped less 
thoroughly than in the embodiment of FIGS. 1 to 3. 

[0125] It Will thus be understood that by means of the 
invention it is possible to obtain Wiping that is more or less 
thorough depending on the initial shape given to the Wiper 
member. 

[0126] FIG. 15 shoWs an applicator Which differs from 
that shoWn in FIG. 7 by the fact that the ?at rod has a central 
opening Which extends in the example described over prac 
tically the entire length of the rod. 

[0127] The end portion 61 of the applicator to Which the 
applicator element is connected is thus itself connected to 
the handle portion via tWo parallel branches 62. 

[0128] As can be seen in FIG. 16, the presence of the 
opening 60 makes it possible to minimiZe the stresses 
exerted by the applicator on the lips of the Wiper member 
since the slot can close betWeen the branches 62. 

[0129] The embodiment of FIG. 17 is a variant of the 
embodiment of FIGS. 7 and 8. 
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[0130] In this embodiment, the end Wall 52‘ has a plane 
center region Which is connected via a fold 71 to a peripheral 
region 70 for ?xing to the receptacle. 

[0131] The Width of the fold 71 can vary on going round 
the axis X so as to enable the end Wall 52 to invert properly. 

[0132] FIG. 18 shoWs a chamfer 80 formed on each of the 
Wiper lips. 
[0133] Naturally, the invention is not limited to the 
embodiments described above. 

[0134] In particular, the Wiper member can be made With 
other shapes that are adapted to the shape of the applicator 
element. 

[0135] The Wiper member can have preferred deformation 
Zones for increasing the mobility of the Wiper lips While the 
applicator is being WithdraWn and/or returned. 

1. A device for packaging and applying a substance, in 
particular a cosmetic, the device comprising a receptacle for 
containing said substance, an applicator provided With an 
applicator element, and a Wiper member having an elasti 
cally deformable Wall With at least one slot through Which 
the applicator element can pass and de?ning Wiper lips, 
Wherein said elastically deformable Wall is suitable, under 
the effect of axial stress exerted by the applicator, for taking 
up different ?rst and second con?gurations respectively 
during insertion and WithdraWal of the applicator, and 
Wherein said elastically deformable Wall is made to have an 
initial shape at rest and in the absence of the applicator that 
is not plane, said initial shape being selected in such a 
manner that the Wiper lips press on the applicator With 
different amounts of force respectively While the applicator 
is being inserted and While it is being WithdraWn because of 
the deformations to Which said elastically deformable Wall is 
subjected to make it pass from its initial shape to one of said 
con?gurations: 

2. A device according to claim 1, Wherein, When the 
elastically deformable Wall is in its initial shape, the Wiper 
lips are substantially touching. 

3. A device according to claim 2, Wherein bringing said 
elastically deformable Wall into one of the ?rst and second 
con?gurations causes the Wiper lips to take up a position in 
Which they are no longer naturally touching. 

4. Adevice according to claim 1, Wherein there is only one 
slot. 

5. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the slot is made 
in the end Wall of a generally concave portion of the 
elastically deformable Wall. 
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6. A device according to claim 5, Wherein, When the 
elastically deformable Wall is in its initial shape, the concave 
side of said portion faces toWards the inside of the recep 
tacle. 

7. A device according to claim 5, Wherein, When the 
elastically deformable Wall is in its initial shape, the concave 
side of said portion faces toWards the mouth of the recep 
tacle. 

8. Adevice according to claim 6, Wherein the concave side 
of said portion inverts substantially When the applicator 
passes therethrough. 

9. A device according to claim 1, further including a 
limiter member for limiting deformation of the elastically 
deformable Wall While the applicator is being WithdraWn. 

10. A device according to claim 9, Wherein the limiter 
member is organiZed to limit the upWard travel of the Wiper 
lips While the applicator is being WithdraWn. 

11. A device according to claim 9, Wherein the elastically 
deformable Wall inverts during WithdraWal of the applicator, 
and by the fact that the limiter member is organiZed to limit 
the extent of this inversion. 

12. A device according to claim 9, Wherein the limiter 
member is secured to a neck of the receptacle Which serves 
to ?x a closure cap. 

13. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the Wiper 
member is ?xed to the receptacle via an annular rib. 

14. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the applicator 
comprises a rod Which is enlarged at its bottom end so as to 
form a housing for ?xing the applicator element. 

15. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the thickness 
of the applicator element, at least during Wiping, is less than 
the thickness of the rod measured in the region thereof Which 
comes into contact With the Wiper member While the appli 
cator is in its storage position inside the receptacle. 

16. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the rod is ?at. 
17. A device according to claim 16, Wherein the rod is 

open. 
18. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the elastically 

deformable Wall of the Wiper member is made of elastomer. 
19. A device according to claim 1, Wherein said slot is 

extended at its ends by cuts serving to make the Wiper lips 
more mobile during insertion and WithdraWal of the appli 
cator. 

20. Adevice according to claim 1, Wherein at least one of 
the edges of the slot presents a chamfer. 

21. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the applicator 
element is ?at. 


