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(57) ABSTRACT 

Acandle fountain is provided Which includes a base de?ning 
a reservoir therein Which is adapted to hold a ?uid, such as 
Water. A pump having an inlet and an outlet is provided in 
communication With the base reservoir. Acandle member is 
supported on the base, Where the candle member includes a 
bore formed at least partially therethrough having an inlet 
and at least one outlet. The bore inlet is in ?uid communi 
cation With the pump outlet such that ?uid can be pumped 
from the base reservoir into the bore and out through the one 
or more bore outlets of the candle member. Advantageously, 
the candle member can be lit during operation of the candle 
fountain to provide additional sensory enjoyment. 
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CANDLE FOUNTAIN 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. provi 
sional application Ser. No. 60/205,707 ?led May 19, 2000. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] This invention relates to personal fountains. 

[0004] 2. Background Art 

[0005] Many people enjoy fountains, ?nding the appear 
ance and sound of ?oWing Water soothing. In addition to 
typical outdoor fountains, fountains have been designed 
With a siZe and function appropriate for personal use in an 
interior home or of?ce environment. The sound of naturally 
?oWing Water provides a desirable backdrop for sleep, 
relaxation, and concentration. Natural Water sounds also 
increase concentration, acting as “White noise” Which mini 
miZes distractions and alloWs increased focus. Furthermore, 
?oWing Water fountains act as natural humidi?ers by mois 
turiZing the air. 

[0006] Candles are similarly aesthetically pleasing, as they 
create a soothing gloW. In addition to the light provided, 
candles can also emit scents Which help a person to relax. 
The art of aromatherapy impacts both physical and mental 
Well being, and is a natural remedy for stress relief. 

[0007] Presently, fountains and candles exist separately 
Which are intended for personal use. HoWever, it Would be 
desirable to provide a personal fountain Which includes the 
aesthetic and aromatic bene?ts offered by candles. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] Therefore, it is an object according to the present 
invention to provide a fountain Which employs a candle 
member therein. 

[0009] It is a further object according to the present 
invention to provide a candle fountain Which is easy to 
assemble, use, and maintain. 

[0010] Accordingly, a fountain is provided Which includes 
a base de?ning a reservoir therein Which is adapted to hold 
a ?uid, such as Water. Apump having an inlet and an outlet 
is provided in communication With the base reservoir. A 
candle member is supported on the base, Where the candle 
member includes a bore formed at least partially there 
through having an inlet and at least one outlet. The bore inlet 
is in ?uid communication With the pump outlet such that 
?uid can be pumped from the base reservoir into the bore 
and out through the one or more bore outlets of the candle 
member. Advantageously, the candle member can be lit 
during operation of the candle fountain to provide additional 
sensory enjoyment. 

[0011] In a preferred embodiment, the fountain further 
includes a removable cover on Which the candle member is 
supported, the cover having an upper surface, a loWer 
surface, and aperture provided therein Which is substantially 
aligned With the bore inlet. The cover includes at least one 
opening for alloWing ?uid to drain into the base reservoir. 
Preferably, the pump is disposed Within the base, and the 
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cover loWer surface includes a tube extending doWnWardly 
from the aperture into the base Which is adapted to mate With 
the pump outlet. Alternatively, the pump outlet can include 
a tube extending upWardly therefrom and through the cover 
aperture Which is siZed to be received in the bore inlet of the 
candle member. The pump can be electrically poWered or 
constructed to be battery operated. 

[0012] In further accordance With a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention, a sealing insert is disposed betWeen 
the cover and the candle member. The sealing insert is 
constructed from an elastomeric material and includes an 
opening therein Which is substantially aligned With the cover 
aperture and the bore inlet. The sealing insert also includes 
raised areas for enhancing contact With the candle member. 
The sealing insert is preferably disposed Within a recess 
formed in an upper surface of the cover. 

[0013] The base includes a ?oor member and a Wall 
structure extending upWardly therefrom. In a preferred 
embodiment, the Wall structure includes a plurality of 
?anges formed therein for supporting the cover, and the ?oor 
member includes a removable drain plug inserted therein. 

[0014] Still further, a top surface of the candle member 
preferably includes at least one recess formed therein, and a 
nonconductive housing is preferably disposed Within the 
recess. The one or more recesses can be siZed to receive tea 

lights, or alternatively can be adapted to receive liquid Wax 
therein. The candle member includes at least one Wick, such 
that the candle member can be lit during operation of the 
fountain. The candle member can be constructed from Wax, 
or alternatively from any non-Wax material, thereby creating 
the visual impression of a candle. The candle member can 
also be constructed to provide aromatherapy. 

[0015] The above objects and other objects, features, and 
advantages of the present invention are readily apparent 
from the folloWing detailed description of the best mode for 
carrying out the invention When taken in connection With the 
accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a candle fountain 
constructed according to the present invention, Wherein the 
candle fountain is shoWn during operation; 

[0017] FIG. 2 is an exploded, perspective vieW of the 
candle fountain of FIG. 1; 

[0018] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW of the candle 
fountain of FIG. 1 taken along line 3-3; 

[0019] FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW of the candle 
fountain similar to FIG. 3 shoWing an alternative embodi 
ment of the pump outlet; 

[0020] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional vieW of the candle 
fountain similar to FIG. 3 shoWing an alternative embodi 
ment of the candle member; 

[0021] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional vieW of the candle 
fountain similar to FIGS. 3 and 5 shoWing another alter 
native embodiment of the candle member; 

[0022] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of a second design for 
a candle fountain according to the present invention, 
Wherein the candle fountain is shoWn during operation; 
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[0023] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of a third design for 
a candle fountain according to the present invention, 
Wherein the candle fountain is shoWn during operation; and 

[0024] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of a fourth design for 
a candle fountain according to the present invention, 
Wherein the candle fountain is shoWn during operation. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S) 
[0025] Referring ?rst to FIGS. 1-3, a candle fountain 
according to the present invention is illustrated and desig 
nated generally by reference numeral 10. Candle fountain 10 
includes a base 12 that is constructed from any suitable 
material, preferably a non?ammable material such as 
ceramic, metal, non?ammable plastic, or the like. Base 12 
includes a ?oor member 14 and a Wall structure 16 extending 
upWardly therefrom. Base 12 can have any desired shape, 
such as the substantially ?at-sided Wall structure 16 shoWn 
or alternatively a more rounded Wall structure for a boWl 
like appearance. Although a compact, table top siZe of base 
12 is shoWn and described herein, base 12 can be con 
structed to be any siZe suitable for the intended use of candle 
fountain 10. 

[0026] Floor member 14 and Wall structure 16 together 
de?ne a reservoir 18 Which is adapted to hold a desired ?uid 
F therein. Candle fountain 10 Will typically employ Water, 
although oils and other suitable liquids are also fully con 
templated. Referring to FIG. 3, ?oor member 14 can include 
a removable drain plug 19 inserted therein Which can be 
used to aid replacement of the ?uid F circulating through 
candle fountain 10. 

[0027] Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, a pump 20 is disposed 
inside base 12 and is con?gured to pump ?uid F from 
reservoir 18. Pump 20 includes an inlet 22 that is preferably 
covered by a ?lter 24 to prevent larger particulate matter 
from entering pump 20. A motor (not shoWn) effects pump 
ing of the ?uid F from inlet 22 out through an outlet 26. 
Pump 20 further includes an output selector 28 (see FIG. 3) 
operable to vary the ?uid ?oW rate as desired. Pump 20 also 
preferably includes suction cups 30 (see FIG. 3) af?xed 
thereto for securing the position of pump 20 With respect to 
?oor member 14. HoWever, it is also contemplated that 
pump 20 could be positioned external to base 12, as long as 
pump 20 is provided in communication With base reservoir 

[0028] Pump 20 is preferably electrically poWered, having 
a poWer cord 32 extending therefrom Which preferably exits 
base 12 through a ?uid tight ori?ce 34 in ?oor member 14. 
To alloW base 12 to rest ?rmly on a support surface, ?oor 
member 14 can include a recessed tunnel 36 formed in an 
underside thereof Which is siZed to receive poWer cord 32 as 
it exits through ori?ce 34. Alternatively, poWer cord 32 
could exit base 12 over a top surface of Wall structure 16. 
Base 12 could also include feet (not shoWn) provided 
thereon to alloW candle fountain 10 to sit steadily on a 
support surface and to absorb any vibration that might occur 
during the operation of pump 20. PoWer cord 32 can include 
an on/off sWitch 38 to facilitate operation of candle fountain 
10. Candle fountain 10 according to the present invention 
could alternatively be con?gured to be battery operated. 

[0029] With reference again to FIGS. 1-3, candle fountain 
10 according to the present invention further includes a 
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cover 42 Which is disposed on Wall structure 16 in a 
removable manner and preferably supported by a plurality of 
?anges 44. Cover 42 has an upper surface 46, a loWer 
surface 48, and aperture 50 (best shoWn in FIG. 2) provided 
therein Which is substantially aligned With pump outlet 26. 
Cover aperture 50 preferably extends slightly above upper 
surface 46 to facilitate the assembly of candle fountain 10 as 
described beloW. Cover 42 also includes at least one opening 
52 for alloWing ?uid to drain into base reservoir 18. While 
cover 42 is shoWn herein to be substantially ?at, cover 42 
could alternatively be shaped to direct ?uid F toWard the one 
or more openings 52 and back into base reservoir 18. 

[0030] Acandle member 54 is supported on base 12, more 
particularly on cover upper surface 46, and functions as a 
fountain head for candle fountain 10. Candle member 54 can 
be af?xed to cover 42 or base 12, but is preferably remov 
ably disposed thereon. Referring to the cross-sectional vieW 
of FIG. 3, candle member 54 includes a bore 56 extending 
at least partially therethrough. Bore 56 has an inlet 58 
formed on a bottom surface 60 of candle member 54 Which 
is in communication With pump outlet 26 for receiving ?uid 
F from base reservoir 18. Bore 56 further includes at least 
one outlet 62 formed on any surface of candle member 54 
through Which ?uid F can exit. Candle member 54 can be 
constructed of a Wax material, such as paraf?n, or can 
alternatively be made from any non-Wax material, such as 
metal or plastic, for the reasons explained beloW. Candle 
member 54 can also be constructed to have any desired 
shape and thickness, as shoWn and described beloW With 
reference to FIGS. 7-9. 

[0031] In order to communicate ?uid F betWeen base 
reservoir 18 and candle member 54, pump outlet 26 can 
include a tube 64 extending upWardly therefrom and through 
cover aperture 50 Which is siZed to be received in bore inlet 
58 of candle member 54, as shoWn in the cross-sectional 
vieW of FIG. 4. In a preferred embodiment, hoWever, no 
direct insertion into bore inlet 58 from pump outlet 26 is 
required. Rather, as shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 3, cover loWer 
surface 48 includes a tube 66 extending doWnWardly from 
aperture 50 into base 12 Which is adapted to mate With pump 
outlet 26, and a sealing insert 68 is disposed betWeen cover 
42 and candle member 54. Sealing insert 68 is preferably 
disposed Within a recess 70 (see FIG. 2) formed in cover 
upper surface 46, and can be af?xed thereto. Sealing insert 
68 is constructed from an elastomeric material, such as 
rubber, and includes an opening 72 therein Which is sub 
stantially aligned With cover aperture 50 and bore inlet 58. 
Sealing insert 68 also includes raised areas 74 (see FIG. 2) 
for enhancing contact With candle member bottom surface 
60, thereby creating a good seal and acting to effectively 
suction candle member 54 to cover 42 such that ?uid F can 
?oW from pump outlet 26 into bore 56 Without requiring the 
aid of tube 64 or the like. Therefore, use of sealing insert 68 
further simpli?es the design and assembly of candle fountain 
10. 

[0032] To assemble candle fountain 10 of the present 
invention and prepare for operation, base reservoir 18 is 
?lled With ?uid F and cover 42 is placed on base 12 such that 
tube 66 is received in pump outlet 26. Sealing insert 68 is 
placed Within recess 70 on cover upper surface 46, and 
candle member 54 is positioned thereon such that bore inlet 
58 is substantially aligned With cover aperture 50 and 
sealing insert opening 72. This alignment is aided by the 
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extension of cover aperture 50 slightly above upper surface 
46. To begin operation, pump 24 is actuated to direct ?uid 
F from base reservoir 18 through pump outlet 26, tube 66, 
cover aperture 50 and sealing insert opening 72, and into 
bore inlet 58. Fluid F is forced through bore 56 and out of 
the one or more bore outlets 62. Fluid F then ?oWs doWn 
Wardly along candle member 54 to cover 42, and drains back 
into base reservoir 18 through the one or more openings 52 
for recirculation. 

[0033] Advantageously, candle fountain 10 according to 
the present invention can also provide the illumination of 
candlelight. More speci?cally, candle member 54 includes at 
least one Wick 76 Which can be lit during operation of candle 
fountain 10. In an embodiment depicted in the cross-sec 
tional vieW of FIG. 5, candle member 54 is constructed of 
a Wax material and Wick 76 is provided Within candle 
member 54 itself, as in a conventional candle. Candle 
member 54 may be constructed to have a particular aroma 
for use in aromatherapy. As candle member 54 melts, a 
depression may form around each Wick 76. HoWever, ?uid 
F ?oWing through bore 56 of candle member 54 Will cool the 
Wax of candle member 54, thereby limiting the siZe of any 
depression. Candle member 54 can easily be replaced if 
necessary. 

[0034] In a preferred embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 1-3, a 
top surface 78 of candle member 54 includes at least one 
recess 80 formed therein Which is siZed to receive a small 
candle, or tea light 82. In this embodiment, candle member 
54 need not be formed of a Wax material, but still retains the 
visual impression of a conventional candle. If candle mem 
ber 54 is formed of a Wax material, a nonconductive housing 
84, such as a plastic cup, is preferably disposed Within recess 
80 to prevent candle member 54 from melting. Housing 84 
could alternatively be af?Xed directly to tea lights 82. 
Advantageously, lighting Wicks 76 of tea lights 82 does not 
burn candle member 54, and tea lights 82 can be easily 
removed from recesses 80 and replaced. As described above, 
tea lights 82 can be employed Which incorporate particular 
aromas for use in aromatherapy. 

[0035] Another alternative embodiment of candle member 
54 is depicted in the cross-sectional vieW of FIG. 6. In this 
embodiment, recess 80 is adapted to receive liquid Wax 86 
therein. Again, candle member 54 need not be formed of a 
Wax material but, if so, a nonconductive housing 84 is 
preferably disposed Within recess 80 to prevent candle 
member 54 from melting. Therefore, a Wick 76 associated 
With the liquid Wax 86 can be lit Without burning candle 
member 54 itself, and the liquid Wax 86 can be easily 
drained from housing 84 and replaced as desired. 

[0036] FIGS. 7-9 illustrate several additional designs of 
candle fountains 10 Which are constructed according to the 
present invention. The illustrated embodiments shoW varia 
tions in the number of Wicks 76, the placement of the bore 
outlets 62, as Well as the inclusion of tier channels 88 over 
Which the ?uid F can ?oW toWard base 12. As shoWn, 
decorative stones 90 may be placed onto cover 42 surround 
ing candle member 54 to further enhance the sound and 
appearance of candle fountain 10. 

[0037] While embodiments of the invention have been 
illustrated and described, it is not intended that these 
embodiments illustrate and describe all possible forms of the 
invention. Rather, the Words used in the speci?cation are 
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Words of description rather than limitation, and it is under 
stood that various changes may be made Without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A fountain, comprising: 

a base de?ning a reservoir therein Which is adapted to 
hold a ?uid; 

a pump in communication With the base reservoir, the 
pump having an inlet and an outlet; and 

a candle member supported on the base, the candle 
member including a bore formed at least partially 
therethrough having an inlet and at least one outlet, 
Wherein the bore inlet is in ?uid communication With 
the pump outlet such that ?uid can be pumped from the 
base reservoir into the bore and out through the at least 
one bore outlet of the candle member. 

2. The fountain according to claim 1, Wherein the base 
includes a removable cover on Which the candle member is 
supported, the cover having an upper surface, a loWer 
surface, and aperture provided therein Which is substantially 
aligned With the bore inlet. 

3. The fountain according to claim 2, Wherein the cover 
includes at least one opening for alloWing ?uid to drain into 
the base reservoir. 

4. The fountain according to claim 2, Wherein the pump 
is disposed Within the base, and Wherein the cover loWer 
surface includes a tube eXtending doWnWardly from the 
aperture into the base Which is adapted to mate With the 
pump outlet. 

5. The fountain according to claim 1, Wherein the pump 
outlet includes a tube extending therefrom Which is siZed to 
be received in the bore inlet of the candle member. 

6. The fountain according to claim 1, further including a 
sealing insert disposed betWeen the base and the candle 
member, the sealing insert including an opening provided 
therein Which is substantially aligned With the bore inlet. 

7. The fountain according to claim 6, Wherein the sealing 
insert is constructed from an elastomeric material. 

8. The fountain according to claim 1, Wherein a top 
surface of the candle member includes at least one recess 
formed therein. 

9. The fountain according to claim 8, further including a 
nonconductive housing disposed Within the at least one 
recess. 

10. The fountain according to claim 8, Wherein the at least 
one recess is siZed to receive a tea light therein. 

11. The fountain according to claim 8, Wherein the at least 
one recess is adapted to receive liquid Wax therein. 

12. The fountain according to claim 1, Wherein the candle 
member includes at least one Wick. 

13. The fountain according to claim 1, Wherein the candle 
member is constructed from a Wax material. 

14. The fountain according to claim 1, Wherein the candle 
member is constructed from a non-Wax material. 

15. The fountain according to claim 1, Wherein the candle 
member is constructed to provide aromatherapy. 

16. The fountain according to claim 1, Wherein the pump 
is electrically poWered. 

17. The fountain according to claim 1, Wherein the pump 
is battery operated. 
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18. A fountain, comprising: 

a base de?ning a reservoir therein Which is adapted to 
hold a ?uid, the base including a cover disposed 
thereon Which has an aperture provided therein; 

a pump disposed Within the base, the pump having an inlet 
and an outlet; 

a candle member supported on the cover, the candle 
member including a bore formed at least partially 
therethrough having an inlet and at least one outlet; and 

a sealing insert having an opening therein, the sealing 
insert disposed betWeen the cover and the candle mem 
ber such that the opening is substantially aligned With 
the cover aperture and the bore inlet, 

Wherein the bore inlet is in ?uid communication With the 
pump outlet such that ?uid can be pumped from the 
base reservoir into the bore and out through the at least 
one bore outlet of the candle member. 

19. The fountain according to claim 18, Wherein a loWer 
surface of the cover includes a tube extending doWnWardly 
from the aperture into the base Which is adapted to mate With 
the pump outlet. 

20. The fountain according to claim 18, Wherein the cover 
includes a recess formed in an upper surface thereof Which 
is siZed to receive the sealing insert therein. 

21. The fountain according to claim 18, Wherein the 
sealing insert includes raised areas formed therein for 
enhancing contact With the candle member. 

22. The fountain according to claim 18, Wherein a top 
surface of the candle member includes at least one recess 
formed therein Which is siZed to receive a tea light. 

23. The fountain according to claim 18, Wherein a top 
surface of the candle member includes at least one recess 
formed therein Which is adapted to receive liquid Wax. 

24. The fountain according to claim 18, Wherein the base 
includes a Wall structure having a plurality of ?anges formed 
therein for supporting the cover. 

25. The fountain according to claim 18, Wherein the base 
includes a ?oor member having a removable drain plug 
inserted therein. 

26. The fountain according to claim 18, Wherein the 
sealing insert is constructed from an elastomeric material. 

27. A candle fountain assembly, comprising: 

a base including a ?oor member and a Wall structure 
extending upWardly from the ?oor member, the base 
de?ning a reservoir therein Which is adapted to hold a 
?uid; 

a cover removably disposed on the Wall structure, the 
cover having an upper surface, a loWer surface, and an 
aperture provided therein; 

a pump disposed Within the base, the pump having an inlet 
and an outlet, Wherein the pump outlet is in ?uid 
communication With the cover aperture; 

an elastomeric sealing insert having an opening formed 
therein, the sealing insert disposed on the cover upper 
surface such that the opening is substantially aligned 
With the cover aperture; and 

a candle member including a bore formed at least partially 
therethrough having an inlet and at least one outlet, the 
candle member being disposed on the cover upper 
surface over the sealing insert and With the bore inlet in 
?uid communication With the sealing insert opening, 
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Wherein operation of the pump directs ?uid contained in 
the base reservoir from the pump outlet into the bore 
inlet and out through the at least one bore outlet of the 
candle member, and Wherein the candle member can be 
lit during operation of the candle fountain. 

28. A fountain, comprising: 

a base de?ning a reservoir therein Which is adapted to 
hold a ?uid; 

a pump in communication With the base reservoir, the 
pump having an inlet and an outlet; and 

a fountain head supported on the base, the fountain head 
including a bore formed at least partially therethrough 
having an inlet and at least one outlet, Wherein the bore 
inlet is in ?uid communication With the pump outlet 
such that ?uid can be pumped from the base reservoir 
into the bore and out through the at least one bore outlet 
of the fountain head, and Wherein the fountain head 
creates the visual impression of a candle. 

29. The fountain according to claim 28, Wherein the base 
includes a removable cover on Which the fountain head is 
supported, the cover having an upper surface, a loWer 
surface, and aperture provided therein Which is substantially 
aligned With the bore inlet. 

30. The fountain according to claim 29, Wherein the pump 
is disposed Within the base, and Wherein the cover loWer 
surface includes a tube extending doWnWardly from the 
aperture into the base Which is adapted to mate With the 
pump outlet. 

31. The fountain according to claim 28, Wherein the pump 
outlet includes a tube extending therefrom Which is siZed to 
be received in the bore inlet of the fountain head. 

32. The fountain according to claim 28, further including 
a sealing insert disposed betWeen the base and the fountain 
head, the sealing insert including an opening provided 
therein Which is substantially aligned With the bore inlet. 

33. The fountain according to claim 32, Wherein the 
sealing insert is constructed from an elastomeric material. 

34. The fountain according to claim 28, Wherein a top 
surface of the fountain head includes at least one recess 
formed therein. 

35. The fountain according to claim 34, further including 
a nonconductive housing disposed Within the at least one 
recess. 

36. The fountain according to claim 34, Wherein the at 
least one recess is siZed to receive a tea light therein. 

37. The fountain according to claim 34, Wherein the at 
least one recess is adapted to receive liquid Wax therein. 

38. The fountain according to claim 28, Wherein the 
fountain head is constructed from a Wax material. 

39. The fountain according to claim 28, Wherein the 
fountain head is constructed from a non-Wax material. 

40. A fountain, comprising: 

a base de?ning a reservoir therein Which is adapted to 
hold a ?uid; 

a pump in communication With the base reservoir, the 
pump having an inlet and an outlet; 

a ?rst candle member supported on the base, the ?rst 
candle member including a bore formed at least par 
tially therethrough having an inlet and at least one 
outlet, Wherein the bore inlet is in ?uid communication 
With the pump outlet such that ?uid can be pumped 
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from the base reservoir into the bore and out through 
the at least one bore outlet of the ?rst candle member; 
and 

a second candle member associated With the ?rst candle 
member, Wherein the second candle member can be lit 
Without lighting the ?rst candle member. 

41. The fountain according to claim 40, Wherein the ?rst 
candle member is constructed from a Wax material. 
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42. The fountain according to claim 40, Wherein the ?rst 
candle member is constructed from a non-Wax material. 

43. The fountain according to claim 40, Wherein the 
second candle member includes a tea light. 

44. The fountain according to claim 40, Wherein the 
second candle member includes liquid Wax. 


