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SLEEVE FOR HOLDING DIGITAL VIDEO DISCS 
AND GRAPHICS 

[0001] This application claims priority of pending US. 
patent application Ser. No. 90/311,678, having a ?ling date 
of May 12, 1999, Which claimed priority of US. Provisional 
Patent Application Ser. No. 60/091,977, having a ?ling date 
of Jul. 7, 1998, both applications being incorporated herein 
in their entirety by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to sleeves for holding record 
ing discs, and more speci?cally digital video discs and their 
accompanying graphics. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Compact discs, or “CD”’s as they are commonly 
called, carry digital information such as sound and music 
recordings and more recently movies and video games With 
accompanying sound knoWn as Digital Video Discs (here 
inafter collectively “DVDS”). The DVDs replace popular 
video cassettes Which are typically played on video cassette 
recorders (VCRs), and more commonly may be played on 
personal computers. 

[0004] DVDs are generally sold to consumers in “jeWel 
boxes” Which are rigid plastic containers Which carry both 
the DVD and accompanying graphics Which identify the 
particular movie, video game or program contained on the 
DVD. The jeWel boxes are bulky, difficult to store and are 
not conveniently opened or closed to remove the DVD. 
Furthermore, the graphics sold in association With the DVDs 
are oversiZed and generally resemble the siZe and shape of 
video. cassettes as apposed to the Width and length of the 
DVD. That is, the graphics are generally much longer than 
the DVD and additionally slightly Wider. Thus, storing the 
DVD in a form of ?exible, lightWeight storage sleeve and 
the corresponding graphics in a sleeve With equal siZed 
pockets is problematic. 

[0005] Although lightWeight, ?exible storage sleeves 
Which are designed speci?cally for CD’s are knoWn in the 
art, these devices are not designed to hold the larger graphics 
sold in association With DVDS. Further, if a sleeve is 
manufactured Which is compatible in length and Width for 
the DVD graphics, the DVD pocket Which is designed for 
holding the DVD Will generally be oversiZed and not overly 
useful. 

[0006] Thus, a lightWeight, ?exible storage sleeve for 
storing DVDs is needed Which can additionally store the 
oversiZed graphics associated With the DVD in a similarly 
siZed pocket. Further, the manufacturing of the DVD sleeve 
must be consistent With generally recogniZed sleeve manu 
facturing processes to maintain the loW cost bene?ts asso 
ciated With ?exible storage sleeves as opposed to rigid 
plastic jeWel boxes. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] It is thus an object of the present invention to 
provide a lightWeight, ?exible sleeve to store DVDs and the 
accompanying oversiZed graphics in pockets With substan 
tially similar Widths. Thus, in one embodiment of the present 
invention a sleeve is provided Which is comprised of a front 
layer, an intermediate middle layer and a back layer. A 
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pocket is provided betWeen the front layer and middle layer 
for receiving a DVD While a second pocket is provided 
betWeen the middle layer and back layer to receive the 
graphics. 
[0008] It is a further aspect of the present invention to 
provide a cost effective, non-Woven material Which is in 
contact With the DVD Which prevents scratching, does not 
accumulate grit or other particles and Which is ?rm enough 
not to require a backing sheet for support. In one aspect of 
the present invention a non-Woven material knoWn as “Ver 
atec®” is provided to serve this purpose. 

[0009] It is another aspect of the present invention to 
provide a DVD and accompanying graphics storage sleeve 
Which has a storage pocket for the DVD and Which has a 
“DVD stop seal” Which alloWs the DVD to be stored at an 
elevated height, thus permitting the top edge of the DVD to 
be near the access opening of the DVD storage pocket for 
easy access. The stop seal prevents the DVD from falling 
into the DVD storage pocket and inhibiting removal. 

[0010] In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
stop seal is provided by utiliZing a back sheet With a back 
sheet aperture in conjunction With a conventional manufac 
turing process to minimiZe expenses during manufacturing. 
Alternatively, the sleeve With a stop seal may be manufac 
tured Without utiliZing a back sheet aperture. 

[0011] In another aspect of the present invention, the same 
technology Which provides the DVD stop seal in the DVD 
storage pocket is utiliZed to provide one or more “frictional 
nubs” to be provided in the DVD storage pocket. The 
“frictional nubs” prevent the DVD from falling out of the 
DVD storage pocket When the sleeve is turned upside doWn. 
For example, in one embodiment of the present invention the 
DVD storage pocket may utiliZe a top layer Which is 
approximately the length of the DVD and Which has a 
“thumb cut” or notch to alloW access to the aperture of the 
DVD With a user’s ?ngers or thumb. in this embodiment, 
there is no ?ap Which overlays the DVD. Since the storage 
pocket has a diameter Which is slightly larger than the DVD 
(as a result of the oversiZed graphics pocket), the DVD falls 
from the pocket When the sleeve is turned upside doWn. 

[0012] To alleviate this problem, the frictional nubs 
engage the side edges of the DVD and prevent the DVD 
from inadvertently falling out of the DVD pocket. In one 
embodiment of the present invention the frictional nubs are 
provided by the sealing of the front sheet and middle sheet 
at one or more predetermined locations to create a DVD 
pocket diameter Which is slightly larger than the diameter of 
the DVD yet provides suf?cient frictional resistance to 
prevent the DVD from inadvertently falling out. The fric 
tional nubs may be provided during an ultrasonic or RF 
Welding process by providing one or more apertures in the 
back sheet Which alloW the ultrasonic Welding to occur at a 
predetermined location Without Welding any other portion of 
the front, middle or back sheet. Alternatively, the frictional 
nubs may be provided Without utiliZing back sheet apertures 
by utiliZing a tWo stage manufacturing technique Which ?rst 
Welds the front sheet and middle sheet together While 
creating the frictional nubs. The back sheet is then Welded in 
a second stage to the front and middle sheets to complete the 
DVD sleeve. 

[0013] It is another aspect of the present invention to 
provide a manufacturing process for producing a sleeve 
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design for DVDs and accompanying graphics Which utilizes 
a “cutout” portion in the back sheet to provide either the 
DVD stop seal or frictional nubs on the front sheet as 
discussed above. Thus, in one aspect of the present invention 
a “cutout” or aperture in the back sheet is utiliZed in 
combination With a sheet bonding process to interconnect 
the front sheet and middle sheet at preselected positions to 
either provide a DVD stop seal in one sleeve design or one 
or more frictional nubs in another embodiment of the 
invention. Alternatively, a manufacturing process is pro 
vided Which does not utiliZe or require a back sheet aperture 
to create either the DVD stop seal on the functional nubs. 

[0014] In another aspect of the present invention, a “Write 
on” title strip is provided either along the upper edge or 
lateral edge of the DVD sleeve Which is made of a material 
Which permits the recordation of information related to the 
stored DVD either in pen, ink, or pencil. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] FIG. 1. is a front elevation vieW of a DVD storage 
sleeve With protective ?ap and a binding strip adapted for 
inserting the storage sleeve into a 3-ring binder and includ 
ing a circular shaped DVD stop seal; 

[0016] FIG. 2 is a rear elevation vieW of the DVD storage 
sleeve shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0017] FIG. 3 is a front perspective vieW of the DVD 
storage sleeve of FIG. 1 shoWn With a DVD partially 
inserted in the DVD pocket; 

[0018] FIG. 4 is a rear perspective vieW of the DVD 
storage sleeve shoWn in FIG. 1 With the graphics sheet 
partially inserted into the graphics storage pocket; 

[0019] FIG. 5 is a rear elevation vieW of the DVD storage 
sleeve shoWn in FIG. 1, and shoWing an alternative embodi 
ment of the back sheet “cut-out” aperture; 

[0020] FIG. 6 is a rear perspective vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of the DVD storage sleeve, shoWn Without a 
back sheet aperture and With a graphics sheet partially 
inserted in the graphics storage pocket; 

[0021] FIG. 7 is a front elevation vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of the invention shoWn in FIG. 1 With a title 
strip positioned proximate the upper edge of the DVD 
graphics pocket and the elimination of the binding strip; 

[0022] FIG. 8 is a rear elevation vieW of the sleeve shoWn 
in FIG. 7 and further identifying the Write-on title strip; 

[0023] FIG. 9 is a rear elevation vieW of a DVD storage 
sleeve With binding strip for interconnection to a 3-ring 
notebook and including a Write-on title strip positioned on 
the binding strip; 

[0024] FIG. 10 is a front perspective vieW of the sleeve 
shoWn in FIG. 7 With a DVD partially inserted in the DVD 
storage pocket; 

[0025] FIG. 11 is a rear perspective vieW of a DVD sleeve 
shoWn With a graphics sheet partially inserted in the graphics 
storage pocket and shoWing an alternative circular shaped 
back sheet aperture; 

[0026] FIG. 12 is a front perspective vieW of the sleeve 
shoWn in FIG. 11 and shoWing a circular shaped disc 
stopping seal; 
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[0027] FIG. 13 is a front elevation vieW of an alternative 
DVD sleeve design Which utiliZes a thumb cut as opposed to 
a ?ap and shoWing tWo frictional nubs positioned proximate 
to the lateral edges of the DVD pocket; 

[0028] FIG. 14 is a rear elevation vieW of the sleeve 
shoWn in FIG. 13; 

[0029] FIG. 15 is a front elevation vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of the present invention shoWing a foldable 
sleeve capable of holding tWo DVDs and the accompanying 
graphics; 
[0030] FIG. 16 is a rear elevation vieW of the sleeve 
design shoWn in FIG. 13; 

[0031] FIG. 17 is a front elevation vieW of an alternative 
sleeve design With a Write-on title strip Which is capable of 
holding either one or tWo DVDS; 

[0032] FIG. 18 is a rear elevation vieW of one embodi 
ment of the sleeve shoWn in FIG. 17 and adapted for holding 
a graphics page; 

[0033] FIG. 19 is a front elevation vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of the present invention Where the DVD stop 
seal has the geometric con?guration of a straight line; and 

[0034] FIG. 20 is a rear perspective vieW of the embodi 
ment shoWn in FIG. 19. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0035] Referring noW to the draWings, FIG. 1 is a front 
elevation vieW of a ?rst embodiment of the present inven 
tion. More speci?cally, the draWing shoWs a front elevation 
vieW of a DVD storage sleeve 2 capable of holding one 
DVD disc 4 and the associated graphics 26. 

[0036] The DVD sleeve 2 is generally comprised of a front 
or top sheet 6, a middle sheet 18 and a back sheet 20. ADVD 
pocket 22 or sleeve capable of holding a DVD is formed 
betWeen the front sheet 6 and middle sheet 18 While a second 
graphics pocket 24 or sleeve is formed betWeen the middle 
sheet 18 and back sheet 20 for holding the graphics 22 
associated With the DVD FIG. 2 depicts a rear elevation 
vieW of the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0037] In one aspect of the present invention, both the 
front sheet 6 and middle sheet 18 are comprised of a 
spun-bonded, non-Woven material to prevent scratching of 
the DVD. In an alternative embodiment, a non-Woven 
material such as Veratece is provided. Alternatively, Woven 
materials or other non-Woven materials such as Sontara® 
can be used With or Without any type of reinforced backing 
sheet made of polypropylene or other similar materials. The 
back sheet 20 is preferably a transparent polypropylene 
material Which enables the user to clearly see the graphics 
positioned in the graphics storage pocket. Alternatively, any 
other type of transparent material may be used as appreci 
ated by one skilled in the art. Various embodiments of the 
present invention sleeve design Which have a con?guration 
for storing tWo DVD’s and not the accompanying graphics 
Would preferably use non-Woven materials for the front 
sheet 6, middle sheet 18 and back sheet 20. 

[0038] Since the DVD graphics 26 are both slightly Wider 
and substantially longer than the diameter of the DVD 4 
Which is stored in the opposing DVD storage pocket, modi 
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?cations must be made to the DVD storage pocket to 
facilitate access to the DVD 4 and/or prevent the DVD from 
falling out of the storage sleeve if the sleeve is inverted. In 
the embodiments shoWn in FIGS. 1-10, a ?ap 14 is provided 
in the front sheet to cover the DVD to prevent dust and other 
foreign materials from entering the pocket. Further, the ?ap 
prevents the DVD from falling out of the pocket inadvert 
ently if the sleeve is inverted. In one embodiment, the ?ap 
has an arcuate shape at the point of termination to resist 
tearing When the ?ap is repeatedly opened and closed. 

[0039] Since the DVD 4 has a diameter (and hence length) 
Which is signi?cantly less than the DVD graphics sheet 26, 
the overall DVD pocket 22 length must be substantially 
reduced to prevent the DVD 4 from falling into the pocket 
an excessive distance. Thus, a DVD “stop seal”28 is pro 
vided and positioned approximately the diameter of a DVD 
doWn the length of the DVD pocket 22 from the sleeve upper 
edge 8 to hold the DVD 4 at an elevation Which alloWs 
removal of the DVD 4 When the ?ap 14 is lifted upWard. 
Preferably the DVD stop seal 28 is positioned at a location 
Which places a top edge of the DVD near the hinge position 
of the ?ap 14. 

[0040] The DVD stop seal 28 is created by interconnecting 
the ?exible front sheet 6 to the middle sheet 18 at a 
predetermined location, yet not interconnecting the middle 
sheet 18 to the ?exible back sheet 20 and hence reducing the 
siZe of the graphics pocket 24. The interconnection may be 
accomplished by individually seWing, heat bonding or oth 
erWise interconnecting the front sheet 6 and middle sheet 18 
prior to interconnecting the back layer. Preferably, the front 
sheet 6 is ?rst interconnected to the middle sheet 18 by 
Welding or other similar technique While the DVD stop seal 
28 or frictional nubs 36 are additionally created by inter 
connecting the front sheet 6 and middle sheet 18 at prede 
termined locations. The back sheet is then interconnected to 
the middle sheet 18 by Welding or other similar means to 
complete the DVD sleeve in the tWo stage manufacturing 
process. 

[0041] Alternatively, to enable the DVD stop seal 28 to be 
created during conventional manufacturing processes Where 
the front sheet 6, middle sheet 18 and back sheet 20 are 
simultaneously Welded together, a back sheet “cutout” aper 
ture 32 may be provided in the transparent polypropylene 
back sheet 20 prior to Welding. Thus, as seen in FIG. 2, a 
circular cutout portion is provided in the polypropylene back 
sheet 20 Which alloWs the front sheet 6 and middle sheets 18 
to be bonded together at a position just beloW Where the 
DVD rests in the DVD pocket 22. The DVD stop seal 28 
thus prevents the DVD 4 from sliding doWnWard into the 
DVD pocket 22 to a position Which is dif?cult to access from 
the pocket opening proximate the ?ap 14. 

[0042] Although in the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1 and 
FIG. 2 the back sheet cut-out aperture 32 and corresponding 
DVD stop seal 28 are circular in shape, as appreciated by 
one skilled in the art the geometric shape and siZe of both the 
cutout aperture 32 and DVD stop seal 28 can be any variety 
of siZes and shape. For example, it is possible to use straight 
lines, arcuate lines, triangular or rectangular shapes or more 
than one cutout and DVD stop seal 28 as long as the cutout 
aperture 32 and corresponding DVD stop seal 28 serve the 
purpose of interconnecting the front sheet 6 and middle 
sheet 18 at a position Which prevents the DVD from falling 
doWnWard into the DVD pocket 22. 
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[0043] For example, in FIGS. 5-8, an arcuate shaped 
cut-out aperture 32 and/or stop seal 28 is utiliZed as opposed 
to the circular cut-out aperture 32 and stop seal 28 shoWn in 
FIGS. 1-4. As discussed in greater detail beloW, FIG. 6 
depicts a DVD sleeve Which utiliZes a DVD stop seal 28, but 
is manufactured utiliZing a procedure Which does not require 
a back sheet aperture 32. 

[0044] Referring noW to FIGS. 3-4, front and rear per 
spective vieWs of the DVD storage sleeve 2 are shoWn With 
a DVD 4 being shoWn partially inserted into the DVD 
pocket 22 in FIG. 3 While FIG. 4 depicts the graphics sheet 
26 being partially inserted into the graphics’ storage pocket 
24. As shoWn in FIGS. 1-4, the DVD storage sleeve 2 in one 
embodiment is designed to be inserted into a 3-ring binder 
such as a notebook for storage purposes. This is accom 
plished by providing a binding strip 38 positioned proximate 
to one of the lateral edges 12 of the DVD and graphics 
storage pocket and including one or more binding apertures 
30 to alloW insertion into a binding device. 

[0045] Furthermore, as seen in FIG. 6, a rear perspective 
vieW of the DVD sleeve 2 is shoWn Without the back sheet 
aperture 32, yet still utiliZing a DVD stop seal 28 When the 
front sheet 6 and middle sheet 18 are interconnected. This is 
accomplished by utiliZing a tWo stage manufacturing pro 
cess Which ?rst Welds the front sheet 6 and middle sheet 18 
along the bottom edge, lateral edges and possibly the upper 
edge. Simultaneously, the DVD stop seal 28 on the func 
tional nubs 36 are creating by Welding the front sheet 6 and 
middle sheet 18 at predetermined locations to support or 
functionally engage the DVD. The back sheet 20 is then 
interconnected by Welding or other similar means to the 
front and middle sheets along at least the lateral edge and 
bottom edge to complete the DVD sleeve manufacturing 
process. 

[0046] Referring noW to FIGS. 7-11, an alternative 
embodiment of the invention shoWn in FIG. 1 is provided 
With the binding strip 38 removed on the lateral edge of the 
DVD sleeve. Thus, in this embodiment the DVD sleeve 
cannot be used in conjunction With a 3-ring binder, but rather 
the DVD sleeve 2 is used in association With a tray or other 
similar device Which alloWs a multiplicity of DVD sleeves 
2 to be stored upright until use. 

[0047] As further identi?ed in FIGS. 7-11, in an alterna 
tive embodiment of the present invention, a title strip 34 is 
provided and positioned proximate to the upper edge 8 of the 
graphics or DVD storage pocket. The title strip 34 is 
comprised of any type of material Which alloWs the recor 
dation of information related to the DVD or graphics, such 
as polypropylene, vinyl, or a non-Woven material With a 
White ?nish. Preferably the information can be Written in pen 
ink, pencil, or magic marker and more preferably can be 
erased if necessary. Alternatively as shoWn in FIG. 9, the 
title strip may be provided proximate a lateral edge 12 of the 
DVD sleeve 2, either in conjunction With a binding strip 38 
and aperture 30 or independently Without the aperture 30 
associated With a binding strip 38. FIG. 10 depicts a front 
perspective vieW of a DVD sleeve 2 With a DVD 4 partially 
inserted into the DVD storage pocket 22 and additionally 
identifying the DVD stop seal 28. 

[0048] FIG. 11 is a rear perspective vieW of a DVD sleeve 
2 shoWn With a graphics sheet 26 partially inserted into the 
graphics pocket 24. hi this ?gure, a substantially round back 
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sheet aperture 32 is utilized. FIG. 12 is a front perspective 
vieW of the DVD sleeve shown in FIG. 11. 

[0049] Referring noW to FIGS. 13 and 14, an alternative 
embodiment of the present invention is shoWn Which does 
not utilize a ?ap 14 positioned on the front sheet 6 to hold 
the DVD in place. In this embodiment, the front sheet 6 
utiliZes a “u” shaped thumb cut 42 Which eXtends doWn 
Wardly to permit the user of the sleeve 2 to access the 
aperture 44 of the DVD for removal. In this embodiment, the 
sleeve 2 does not require a DVD stop seal 28 since the DVD 
pocket 22 is substantially the same length as the diameter of 
the DVD. HoWever, Without the ?ap embodiment shoWn in 
FIG. 1, it Would be possible for the DVD 4 to inadvertently 
fall from the DVD pocket if the sleeve 2 is inverted. This is 
due to the fact the DVD pocket 22 is slightly larger than the 
DVD since the graphics pocket 24 required for the accom 
panying graphics 26 on the reverse side must be Wider to 
hold the slightly larger graphics. 
[0050] To alleviate the problem of the DVD inadvertently 
falling from the DVD pocket 22, frictional “nubs”36 are 
provided as shoWn in FIG. 13 to effectively reduce the 
diameter of the DVD pocket 22 and to engage the DVD 2 in 
such a manner as to prevent the DVD 2 from inadvertently 
falling out of the DVD 22 pocket When the DVD sleeve 2 is 
inverted. 

[0051] To provide the frictional nubs 36, in one embodi 
ment back sheet “cutouts” or apertures 32 are provided in the 
back sheet 20 at the location immediately opposite the 
position on the ?exible front sheet 6 and middle sheet 18 
Where the frictional nubs 36 are desired. The front, middle, 
and back sheets may then be ultrasonically Welded along the 
top edge, bottom edge and lateral edges simultaneously 
during a bonding process While the middle sheet 18 and front 
sheet 6 are additionally bonded at the location of the 
frictional nubs 36. Similar to the DVD stop seals 28 previ 
ously discussed, any number of geometric con?gurations 
and/or number of frictional nubs 36 may be utiliZed to 
achieve the function of effectively reducing the internal 
diameter of the DVD pocket 22 to such a degree that the 
DVD 2 Will not fall from the DVD pocket 22 When the DVD 
sleeve 2 is turned upside doWn. 

[0052] Alternatively, and as previously discussed, it is 
possible to create the frictional nubs 36 Without utiliZing a 
back sheet aperture 32 by utiliZing a different tWo stage 
manufacturing process Which ?rst Welds the front sheet 6 
and middle sheet 18 While making the necessary Welds for 
the frictional nubs 36. The back sheet 20 is then intercon 
nected to the ?rst sheet 6 and middle sheet 18 by Welding or 
interconnection method Which is commonly knoWn in the 
art. 

[0053] As shoWn in FIGS. 13 and 14, in one embodiment 
of the present invention tWo frictional nubs 36 are provided 
at a position adjacent the lateral edges 12 of the DVD pocket 
2 proXimate to a location Which is adjacent the Widest 
portion of the DVD 2 When it rests in the DVD pocket. As 
the DVD 2 is inserted into the DVD pocket 22, the DVD 4 
engages the frictional nubs 36 and is substantially prevented 
from falling from the DVD pocket 22 even When the DVD 
sleeve 2 is inverted. For removal during normal use a user 
merely applies a slight ?nger pulling force While holding 
onto the DVD aperture 44 or edge. 

[0054] Referring noW to FIGS. 15-16, a front and back 
vieW of an alternative embodiment of the present invention 
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is shoWn With dual capacity DVD storage sleeves and dual 
capacity graphics storage pockets 24 for storing the accom 
panying graphics. As shoWn in the front elevation vieW of 
FIG. 13, a DVD storage pocket 22 With ?ap 14 is shoWn on 
the left side of a foldable sleeve, While a graphics storage 
pocket 24 is shoWn on the right side. As shoWn on the rear 
elevation vieW of FIG. 13, a mirror image of the front vieW 
is shoWn With a second DVD storage pocket positioned 
immediately behind the ?rst DVD storage pocket 22 and a 
second graphics storage pocket 24 positioned immediately 
behind the ?rst graphics storage pocket 24. In an alternative 
embodiment of the present design in FIGS. 13-14, the ?ap 
design shoWn may be replaced With a “u” shaped thumb cut 
as shoWn in the sleeve in FIGS. 11-12. 

[0055] As seen in both the front and rear elevation vieWs 
of FIGS. 15-16, both of the DVD storage pockets have a 
common DVD stop seal 28 to prevent the DVDs from falling 
into the pocket and thus becoming substantially inaccessible 
to the user. This design implementing dual DVDs storage 
pockets positioned immediately opposite one another also 
alloWs the dual capacity sleeve to be manufactured Without 
requiring a “cutout” aperture 32 on the back sheet to provide 
a DVD stop seal 28 as previously discussed in various 
embodiments above. 

[0056] In the embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 13-14, both the 
front sheet 6 and back sheet 20 of the graphics storage 
pocket 24 are comprised of a transparent material such as 
polypropylene to permit vieWing of both graphics sheets. 
Preferably the front sheet 6 and back sheets 20 utiliZed for 
the DVD storage pockets 22 and the middle sheets 18 are 
comprised of a non-Woven material to prevent any scratch 
ing of the DVDs 4. Of course any combination of materials 
knoWn in the art could be used to accomplish the same 
purpose of providing a ?exible sleeve for the storage of 
DVDs and the graphics. 

[0057] Referring noW to the front elevation vieW shoWn in 
FIG. 17, an alternative embodiment of the present invention 
is provided Which alloWs the storage of tWo DVDs 4, yet 
does not provide storage for the accompanying graphics. 
Further, a Write-on title strip 34 is provided along an upper 
edge of the DVD pocket 22 and ?ap. Alternatively, the back 
sheet 20 may be transparent to facilitate the storage of 
graphics associated With the DVD. 

[0058] In another aspect of the present invention a process 
is provided for manufacturing the DVD sleeves shoWn in 
FIGS. 1-12 that utiliZe either a DVD stop seal 28 or 
frictional nubs 36. This process is initiated by providing the 
front sheet 6, middle sheet 18 and back sheets 20 on 
continuous rolls of the respective materials. The individual 
sheets of material With a predetermined Width are then rolled 
out and the respective “cutouts” made to each sheet. For 
eXample, in the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, the top layer 
has a ?ap cut, While the back layer has a cutout made for the 
graphics thumb cut(at top of sheet) and a circular DVD 
pocket cutout Which corresponds to the location of the DVD 
stop seal 28. There are no cutouts necessary on the middle 
layer. 

[0059] After the cutouts are made to the respective front 
and back sheets, the individual layers of material are all fed 
back together and aligned, at Which time all of the Weld seals 
of the three layers are made simultaneously. These Welds 
include the seals required on the peripheral edges to form the 
pockets as Well as the DVD stop seals 28 or frictional nubs 
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36 as the case may be. Once all of the Welds have been made 
the continuous roll of sealed material is cut as appropriate to 
create the individual DVD sleeve 2. Although the process 
generally described utiliZes ultrasonic Welding to form the 
necessary seals, as appreciated by one skilled in the art RF 
(radio frequency) Welding or other forms of interconnection 
can be implemented to create seals betWeen various layers of 
noW-Woven or transparent type materials such as polypro 
pylene. 
[0060] Alternatively, in a method to provide the DVD stop 
seals 28 on frictional nubs 36 Without utilizing a back sheet 
aperture 32, a tWo stage manufacturing process is utiliZed 
Which ?rst interconnects the front sheet 6 to the middle sheet 
18 While additionally creating the DVD stop seal 28 or 
frictional nubs 36. The back sheet 20 is then interconnected 
to the middle sheet 18 and front sheet 6 to complete the DVD 
sleeve 2. 

[0061] Referring noW to FIGS. 19-20, an alternative 
embodiment of the present invention is provided herein 
Which depicts one of the DVD stop seal 28 embodiments 
previously discussed. For example, the DVD stop seal 28 
may have any variety of geometric shapes capable of 
suspending the DVD 4 in an upper portion of the DVD 
pocket 22. For example, the DVD stop seal can be a straight 
line, arcuate line, triangular or rectangular shape. In FIG. 
19, a front elevation vieW is provided of one embodiment 
Where the DVD stop seal 28 is a straight line With a ?ap 14. 
Alternatively, the ?ap 14 could be removed and replaced 
With a “u” shaped thumb cut or other embodiment Which 
alloWs the DVD 4 to be grasped for removal. FIG. 20 is a 
rear elevation vieW of the sleeve shoWn in FIG. 19, and 
Which further identi?es a plurality of binding apertures 30 
positioned along a lateral edge 12 of the sleeve 2 to permit 
the sleeve 2 to be stored in a binding device such as a 
notebook or DVD Wallet. 

[0062] To assist the reader in the understanding of the 
present invention, the folloWing list of components and 
associated numbering found in the draWings are provided 
hereinbeloW: 

Number Component 

2 Sleeve 
4 Digital Video Disc 
6 Front sheet 
8 Upper edge 

10 Bottom edge 
12 Lateral edge 
14 Flap 
16 Digital video disc front surfaces is middle sheet 
18 Middle sheet 
20 Back sheet 
22 DVD pocket 
24 Graphics pocket 
26 Graphics 
28 DVD Stop Seal 
30 Binding Aperture 
32 Back sheet aperture 
34 Title strip 
36 Frictional Nub 
38 Binding strip 
40 Thumb notch 
42 Thumb cut 
44 DVD aperture 

[0063] The foregoing description of the present invention 
has been presented for purposes of illustration and descrip 
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tion. The description is not intended to limit the invention to 
the form disclosed herein. Consequently, the invention and 
modi?cations commensurate With the above teachings and 
skill and knoWledge of the relevant art are Within the scope 
of the present invention. The preferred embodiment 
described above is also intended to explain the best mode 
knoWn of practicing the invention and to enable others 
skilled in the art to utiliZe the invention in various embodi 
ments and With the various modi?cations required by their 
particular applications for use of the invention. It is intended 
that the claims be construed to include all alternative 
embodiments as permitted by the prior art. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A sleeve adapted for holding a single digital video disc 

having a diameter With a ?rst length and an accompanying 
graphics page having a second length substantially greater 
than the ?rst length, comprising: 

a ?exible front sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge and 
tWo lateral edges, said front sheet further comprising a 
?ap for extending over at least a portion of the single 
digital video disc; 

a middle sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge and tWo 
lateral edges; 

a transparent back sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge 
and tWo lateral edges, said front sheet, said middle 
sheet and said transparent back sheet interconnected 
along said top edges, bottom edges and said lateral 
edges to form a ?rst pocket adapted for holding the 
single digital video disc and a second pocket on an 
opposing side adapted for holding the accompanying 
graphics page; and 

a substantially linear disc stopping seal formed by inter 
connecting said front sheet and said middle sheet at a 
predetermined location at least about 65% from said 
top edge toWard said bottom edge and extending sub 
stantially betWeen said tWo lateral edges to hold the 
digital video disc at a selected elevated position Within 
said ?rst pocket, Wherein the digital video disc is not in 
contact With said disc stopping seal during removal of 
the digital video disc and alloWing the accompanying 
graphics page With said second length to ?t in said 
second pocket. 

2. The sleeve of claim 1, Wherein said middle sheet is 
comprised of a non- Woven material. 

3. The sleeve of claim 1, further comprising a binding 
strip interconnected to one of said tWo lateral edges Which 
is adapted for securing the sleeve in a binding device. 

4. The sleeve of claim 3, Wherein said binding strip further 
comprises a plurality of apertures. 

5. The sleeve of claim 3, Wherein said binding strip further 
comprises a Write-on title strip, said Write-on title strip 
comprised of a material capable of recording information 
related to the digital video disc in at least one of pen, pencil 
and marker. 

6. The sleeve of claim 1, Wherein said ?exible front sheet 
is comprised of a non-Woven material. 

7. The sleeve of claim 1, Wherein said transparent back 
sheet is comprised of polypropylene. 

8. The sleeve of claim 1, Wherein said ?ap has a point of 
termination With a substantially arcuate shape to resist 
tearing as a result of repeated opening and closing. 
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9. The sleeve of claim 1, further comprising a title strip 
positioned above said upper edge, said title strip comprised 
of a material capable of recording information related to the 
digital video disc in at least one of pen, pencil and marker. 

10. The sleeve of claim 1, Wherein said front sheet, said 
back sheet, and said middle sheets are interconnected along 
said upper edges, said loWer edges and said tWo lateral edges 
to form said ?rst pocket and said second pocket. 

11. A ?exible sleeve adapted for holding a single digital 
video disc in a ?rst pocket and an accompanying graphics 
page having a substantially greater length than said digital 
video disc in a second pocket on an opposing side, com 
prising: 

a front sheet having a top edge and a bottom edge having 
a ?rst length, and tWo lateral edges having a second 
length greater than said ?rst length; 

a middle sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge and tWo 
lateral edges With substantially the same dimensions as 
said front sheet; 

a transparent back sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge 
and tWo lateral edges With substantially the same 
dimensions as said front sheet, said middle sheet and 
said transparent back sheet interconnected along at 
least said bottom edges and said lateral edges to form 
said ?rst pocket adapted for holding the digital video 
disc and said second pocket adapted for holding the 
accompanying graphics; and 

a substantially linear shaped disc stopping seal formed by 
interconnecting said front sheet and said middle sheet 
at least about 67% from said top edge toWard said 
bottom edge, and extending substantially betWeen said 
tWo lateral edges to prevent the digital video disc from 
falling into a loWer portion of said ?rst pocket. 

12. The ?exible sleeve of claim 11, further comprising a 
?ap originating and terminating proximate to said top edge 
of said front sheet and extending over at least a portion of the 
digital video disc. 

13. The ?exible sleeve of claim 11, said transparent back 
sheet further comprises a thumb notch positioned along said 
top edge. 

14. The ?exible sleeve of claim 11, Wherein at least a 
portion of said front sheet is comprised of a non-Woven 
material. 

15. The ?exible sleeve of claim 11, Wherein at least a 
portion of said middle sheet is comprised of a non-Woven 
material. 

16. The ?exible sleeve of claim 11, further comprising a 
binding strip interconnected along at least one of said tWo 
lateral edges for removably interconnecting said ?exible 
sleeve in a notebook. 

17. A ?exible sleeve for holding a digital video disc on 
one side and an accompanying graphics page on an opposing 
side, said graphics page having a length substantially longer 
than a diameter of the digital video disc, comprising: 

a ?rst pocket having a ?rst length and a ?rst Width 
operatively siZed to receive the digital video disc, said 
?rst pocket having a top edge, a bottom edge and tWo 
lateral edges and de?ned by a front sheet intercon 
nected to a non-Woven middle sheet along at least said 
bottom edge and said tWo lateral edges; 
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a disc stopping seal interconnecting said front sheet and 
said non-Woven middle sheet of said ?rst pocket at a 
distance from said top edge of at least about the 
diameter of the digital video disc and positioned to 
elevate the digital video disc above said bottom edge of 
said ?rst pocket; 

a ?ap in said ?rst pocket de?ned by a cut originating and 
terminating in said front sheet proximate to said top 
edge and operatively siZed to hold the digital video disc 
Within said ?rst pocket; 

a second pocket positioned on the opposite side of said 
?rst pocket and having a second length at least about 
25% greater than said distance from said top edge to 
said disc stopping seal, said second pocket de?ned by 
the interconnection of a transparent back sheet inter 
connected at least on a bottom edge and tWo lateral 
edges to at least said non-Woven middle sheet and 
operatively siZed to receive the graphics page accom 
panying the digital video disc; and 

a binding strip interconnected to at least one of said tWo 
lateral edges and comprising a plurality of apertures 
adapted for removable interconnection to a binding 
device. 

18. The ?exible sleeve of claim 17, Wherein said disc 
stopping seal extends betWeen said tWo lateral edges of said 
?rst pocket. 

19. The ?exible sleeve of claim 17, Wherein at least a 
portion of said front sheet is comprised of a non-Woven 
material. 

20. The combination of a recording disc having a ?rst 
diameter, a graphics page associated With the recording disc 
Which has a ?rst length greater than said ?rst diameter, and 
a sleeve for holding said recording disc and said graphics 
page, comprising: 

a ?exible front sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge and 
tWo lateral edges; 

a middle sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge and tWo 
lateral edges; 

a transparent back sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge 
and tWo lateral edges, said front sheet, said middle 
sheet and said back sheet interconnected along at least 
said bottom edges and said tWo lateral edges to form a 
?rst pocket for holding said recording disc and a second 
pocket on an opposing side for holding said graphics 
Page; 

a disc stopping seal formed by interconnecting said front 
sheet and said middle sheet at a predetermined location 
betWeen said top edge and said bottom edge and to 
support said recording disc, Wherein said ?rst pocket 
has a total length substantially less than said second 
pocket and said recording disc is elevated Within said 
?rst pocket to facilitate removal from said ?rst pocket; 
and 

a binding strip interconnected to one of said tWo lateral 
edges Which is adapted for interconnection to a binding 
device. 

21. The combination of claim 20, Wherein said disc 
stopping seal has a geometric con?guration of a substan 
tially straight line extending betWeen said tWo lateral edges. 
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22. The combination of claim 20, wherein said disc 
stopping seal has a substantially circular shape positioned 
approximately midway betWeen said tWo lateral edges. 

23. The combination of claim 20, Wherein said front sheet 
further comprises a ?ap for extending over at least a portion 
of said recording disc. 

24. The combination of claim 20, Wherein said transparent 
back sheet further comprises a thumb cut along said top edge 
to alloW access to said graphics page, Wherein said graphics 
page can be more easily removed from said second pocket. 

25. The combination of claim 20, Wherein said middle 
sheet is comprised at least partially of a non-Woven material. 

26. A sleeve adapted for holding a digital video disc on a 
?rst side and an associated graphics page on an opposing 
side, comprising: 

a front sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge, tWo lateral 
edges and a thumb-cut extending doWnWardly toWard 
said bottom edge to eXpose an aperture of the digital 
video disc; 

a transparent back sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge 
and tWo lateral edges; 

a middle sheet having a top edge, a bottom edge and tWo 
lateral edges and positioned betWeen said front sheet 
and said transparent sheet, Wherein said front sheet, 
said transparent back sheet and said middle sheet are 
interconnected along at least said bottom edges and 
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said tWo lateral edges to form a ?rst pocket adapted for 
holding the digital video disc and a second pocket on an 
opposing side adapted for holding the associated graph 
ics page; and 

a stop seal positioned along at least one of said tWo lateral 
edges and operably interconnecting said front sheet and 
said middle sheet to reduce an internal diameter of said 
?rst pocket, Wherein When the digital video disc is 
inserted in said ?rst pocket the digital video disc is 
impeded from removal from said ?rst pocket even 
When said sleeve is inverted. 

27. The sleeve of claim 26, further comprising a binding 
strip interconnected to one of said tWo lateral edges Which 
is adapted for removable interconnection to a binding 
device. 

28. The sleeve of claim 26, Wherein said transparent back 
sheet further comprises thumb notch positioned along said 
upper edge to facilitate grasping of the graphics sheet. 

29. The sleeve of claim 26, Wherein said stop seal is 
positioned above a Widest portion of the digital video disc 
When the digital video disc is resting on a loWermost portion 
of said ?rst pocket. 

30. The sleeve of claim 26, Wherein said middle sheet is 
comprised of a non- Woven material. 


