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PLASMA ARC TORCH AND METHOD FOR 
CUTTING A WORKPIECE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims priority from provisional 
US. application Ser. No. 60/181,111 ?led Feb. 8, 2000, 
Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to plasma 
arc torches and, in particular, to dual gas plasma arc torches 
that utiliZe both a primary Working gas and a secondary gas. 

[0003] Plasma torches, also knoWn as electric arc torches, 
are commonly used for cutting and Welding metal Work 
pieces by directing a plasma consisting of ioniZed gas 
particles toWard the Workpiece. In a typical plasma torch, a 
gas to be ioniZed is supplied to a loWer end of the torch and 
?oWs past an electrode before exiting through an ori?ce in 
the torch tip. The electrode, Which is a consumable part, has 
a relatively negative potential and operates as a cathode. The 
torch tip (noZZle) surrounds the electrode at the loWer end of 
the torch in spaced relationship With the electrode and 
constitutes a relatively positive potential anode. When a 
sufficiently high voltage is applied to the electrode, an arc is 
caused to jump the gap betWeen the electrode and the torch 
tip, thereby heating the gas and causing it to ioniZe. The 
ioniZed gas in the gap is bloWn out of the torch and appears 
as an arc that extends externally off the tip. As the head or 
loWer end of the torch is moved to a position close to the 
Workpiece, the arc jumps or transfers from the torch tip to 
the Workpiece because the impedance of the Workpiece to 
ground is made loWer than the impedance of the torch tip to 
ground. During this “transferred arc” operation, the Work 
piece itself serves as the anode. A shield cap is typically 
secured on the torch body over the torch tip and electrode to 
complete assembly of the torch. 

[0004] One type of conventional plasma torch is a dual gas 
torch in Which a secondary gas ?oWs through the torch 
concurrently With the primary Working gas for purposes of 
cooling various parts of the torch or for affecting the plasma 
arc or the quality of the cut made in the Workpiece. For 
example, it is common to direct the secondary gas ?oW onto 
the plasma arc as the arc exits the central ori?ce of the tip. 
HoWever, this can lead to plasma arc instabilities, especially 
at loW amperages, such as less than or equal to about 15 
amps. These instabilities can adversely effect both the bevel 
angle of the cut and the surface quality of the cut. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The quality, such as surface ?nish, bevel angle and 
dross, of the cut made by the dual gas torch has been found 
to be a strong function of the composition of the secondary 
gas. A novel dual gas plasma arc torch is provided having a 
tip With bleed holes in ?uid communication With both the 
primary and secondary gas ?oW paths in the torch so that a 
substantial portion of the primary Working gas (e. g., oxygen) 
is bled off into the How path of the secondary gas to form an 
oxygen rich secondary gas mixture in the torch. The siZe and 
number of the bleed holes regulates the amount of primary 
Working gas bled into the secondary gas ?oW path. It is 
knoWn that the optimal secondary gas mixture composition 
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is a function of the current level at Which the torch operates. 
Thus, the secondary gas mixture may be optimiZed for a 
particular torch by simply interchanging the tip With another 
tip having the desired number and siZe of bleed holes. 

[0006] The torch of the present invention also incorporates 
a novel tip and shield cap design in Which the shield cap 
sealingly engages the torch, and more particularly the tip, to 
prevent secondary gas mixture formed in the torch from 
impinging or otherWise being directed onto the plasma arc as 
the plasma exits the central ori?ce of the tip. Instead, the 
secondary gas mixture is exhausted from the torch through 
openings in the shield cap spaced radially from the central 
ori?ce to ?ood the kerf region of the cut With the oxygen (or 
other primary gas) enriched secondary gas mixture. 

[0007] In general, a plasma arc torch of the present inven 
tion comprises a primary gas ?oW path in the torch for 
receiving a primary Working gas and directing it through the 
torch to a central exit opening of the torch for exhaustion 
from the torch onto a Workpiece in the form of an ioniZed 
plasma. A secondary gas ?oW path in the torch receives a 
secondary gas separate from the primary Working gas and 
directs it through the torch. The primary gas ?oW path is in 
?uid communication With the secondary gas ?oW path 
substantially upstream of the central exit opening of the 
torch to bleed primary Working gas in the primary gas ?oW 
path into the secondary gas ?oW path for admixture there 
With to form a secondary gas mixture to be exhausted from 
the torch. 

[0008] A tip of the present invention for use in a plasma 
arc torch of the type having a primary gas ?oW path for 
directing a primary Working gas through the torch and a 
secondary gas ?oW path for directing a secondary gas 
through the torch generally comprises an inner surface at 
least partially de?ning the primary gas ?oW path and an 
outer surface. At least one bleed hole extends from the inner 
surface to the outer surface for bleeding gas in the primary 
gas ?oW path into the secondary gas ?oW path for admixture 
With the secondary gas to form a secondary gas mixture. The 
at least one bleed hole is located in the tip such that 
admixture of the primary and secondary gases occurs gen 
erally Within the torch. 

[0009] A combination tip and shield cap of the present 
invention for use in a plasma arc torch of the type having a 
primary gas ?oW path for directing a primary Working gas 
through the torch and a secondary gas ?oW path for directing 
a secondary gas through the torch generally comprises the 
tip having a central exit ori?ce through Which primary gas 
from the primary gas ?oW path exits in the form of an 
ioniZed plasma. The shield cap substantially surrounds the 
tip and has a central opening in generally coaxial relation 
ship With the central exit ori?ce of the tip. The shield cap 
further has at least one secondary opening in spaced rela 
tionship With the central opening of the shield cap and in 
?uid communication With the secondary gas ?oW path for 
exhausting secondary gas in the secondary gas ?oW path 
from the torch. At least one of the tip and shield cap are 
con?gured for sealing the secondary gas ?oW path against 
?uid communication With the primary gas ?oW path inter 
mediate the secondary opening and the central opening of 
the shield cap to prevent secondary gas in the secondary gas 
?oW path from impinging on the primary gas as the primary 
gas exits the torch. 



US 2001/0025833 A1 

[0010] In another embodiment, a gas mixture system of 
the present invention for a plasma torch of the type having 
a primary gas ?oW path for directing a primary Working gas 
through the torch and a secondary gas ?oW path for directing 
a secondary gas through the torch generally comprises a 
plurality of tips each adapted for use in the plasma torch. 
Each tip comprises an inner surface at least partially de?ning 
the primary gas ?oW path and an outer surface. At least one 
bleed hole extends from the inner surface to the outer surface 
of each tip for bleeding gas in the primary gas ?oW path into 
the secondary gas ?oW path for admixture With the second 
ary gas to form a secondary gas mixture. The at least one 
bleed hole is located in the tip such that admixture of the 
primary and secondary gases occurs generally Within the 
torch. The at least one bleed hole of each tip is siZed such 
that the amount of primary gas bled from the primary gas 
?oW path through the at least one bleed hole of each tip is 
different for each tip and corresponds to a current level. 

[0011] A shield cap of the present invention for use With 
a plasma torch of the type having a primary gas ?oW path for 
directing a primary Working gas through the torch and a 
secondary gas ?oW path for directing a secondary gas 
through the torch comprises a holloW body having a central 
longitudinal axis. An upper end of the shield cap is adapted 
for connection to the torch, and a loWer end has a central 
opening on said central longitudinal axis. At least one 
secondary opening is spaced radially outWard from the 
central opening and is in ?uid communication With the 
secondary gas ?oW path for exhausting gas in the secondary 
gas ?oW path from the torch. The shield cap has an annular 
sealing surface for sealing engagement With the torch to seal 
the secondary gas ?oW path against ?uid communication 
With the primary gas ?oW path doWnstream of the ?uid 
communication of the secondary opening With the secondary 
gas ?oW path to prevent gas in the secondary gas ?oW path 
from impinging on the primary gas as the primary gas exits 
the torch. 

[0012] Finally, a method of present invention of operating 
a torch of the type having a primary gas ?oW path for 
directing a primary Working gas through the torch and a 
secondary gas ?oW path for directing a secondary gas 
through the torch to cut a Workpiece comprises directing 
primary gas to ?oW through the primary gas ?oW path to a 
central exit opening of the torch for exhaustion from the 
torch onto the Workpiece in the form of an ioniZed plasma. 
Secondary gas is directed to ?oW through the secondary gas 
?oW path of the torch. Primary Working gas in the primary 
gas ?oW path is bled into the secondary gas ?oW path 
substantially upstream of the central exit opening of the 
torch for admixture With the secondary gas to form a 
secondary gas mixture to be exhausted from the torch 
generally toWard the Workpiece. 

[0013] Among the several objects and features of the 
present invention is the provision of a plasma torch and 
method Which increases the stability of the plasma arc; the 
provision of such a torch and method Which improves the 
surface quality, dross and bevel angle of the cut made by the 
torch; the provision of such a torch and method Which ?oods 
the kerf region of the cut With an oxygen enriched secondary 
gas mixture; the provision of such a torch and method Which 
prevents secondary gas in the torch from impinging on the 
plasma arc as plasma exits the torch; and the provision of 
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such a torch and method in Which the secondary gas mixture 
is optimiZed for the current level at Which the torch operates. 

[0014] Other objects and features Will be in part apparent 
and in part pointed out hereinafter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] FIG. 1 is a partial vertical section of a torch head 
of a plasma torch of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0016] With reference to FIG. 1, a torch head of a plasma 
torch of the present invention is generally indicated at 31. 
The plasma torch is of the dual gas type in Which both a 
primary Working gas and a secondary gas or ?uid are 
utiliZed. The torch head 31 includes a cathode 33 having an 
upper end (not shoWn) secured in a torch body (not shoWn) 
of the torch, and an electrode 35 having an upper end 37 
electrically connected to a loWer end 39 of the cathode. The 
cathode 33 and electrode 35 are arranged in coaxial rela 
tionship With each other about a longitudinal axis X of the 
torch. The electrode 33 of the illustrated embodiment is 
constructed of copper, With an insert 51 of emissive material 
(e.g., hafnium) secured in a recess 53 in the bottom of the 
electrode to de?ne a bottom face 55 of the insert. A central 
insulator 47 (a loWer portion of Which is shoWn in the 
draWing) constructed of a suitable electrically insulating 
material surrounds a substantial portion of the cathode 33 to 
electrically isolate the cathode from a generally tubular 
anode 49 that surrounds the insulator. A cooling tube 41 
extends longitudinally Within a central bore 43 of the 
cathode 33 doWn into a central bore 45 of the electrode 35. 
The cooling tube 41 is in ?uid communication With a source 
(not shoWn) of cooling Water to receive cooling Water into 
the tube and direct the Water doWn into the electrode bore 45. 
The cooling Water ?oWs out from the cooling tube 41 
generally at the bottom of the tube to cool the electrode 35, 
particularly in the area of the emissive insert 51. The Water 
then ?oWs upWard Within the electrode bore 45 and cathode 
bore 43 and outWard therefrom for use in cooling other 
components of the torch prior to being exhausted from the 
torch head 31. 

[0017] The anode has a pair of intake ports 57, 59 for 
separately receiving a primary Working gas and a secondary 
gas. More particularly, the primary gas intake port 57 is in 
?uid communication With a source (not shoWn) of Working 
gas for receiving the primary Working gas, and the second 
ary gas intake port is in ?uid communication With a source 
(not shoWn) of secondary gas for receiving secondary gas. In 
the preferred embodiment, the primary gas is pure oxygen 
and the secondary gas is compressed air, free of oil impu 
rities. HoWever, it is understood that the primary gas may be 
other than oxygen, such as air, nitrogen, argon or an argon/ 
hydrogen mixture, and that the secondary gas may be other 
than air, such as oxygen, nitrogen, argon, carbon dioxide or 
reducing gases, Without departing from the scope of this 
invention. Primary and secondary passages, indicated as 61 
and 63, respectively, extend doWn through the anode 49 
from the corresponding intake ports 57, 59 to direct the 
primary and secondary gases doWn through the anode. The 
?rst passage 61 leads to an annular inner plenum 65 formed 
betWeen the anode 49 and the outer surfaces of the central 
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insulator 47 and a gas distributor 67. The second passage 63 
leads to an annular outer plenum 69 Which is separate from 
the inner plenum 65 and de?ned by the anode 49 and the 
inner surface of a shield cap body 90 of a shield cap 
assembly 71 of the torch. A loWer end 73 of the anode 49 
includes longitudinally extending bores 75 in ?uid commu 
nication With the outer plenum 69 to direct the secondary gas 
out from the loWer end of the anode. 

[0018] A metal tip 77, also commonly referred to as a 
noZZle, is disposed in the torch head 31 surrounding a loWer 
portion of the electrode 35 in radially and longitudinally 
spaced relationship thereWith to form a gas passage 79 
(otherWise referred to as an arc chamber or plasma chamber) 
betWeen the tip and the electrode. An inlet passage 80 is 
de?ned by the electrode and a loWer portion of the generally 
tubular gas distributor 67 extending longitudinally betWeen 
the tip 77 and the central insulator 47 in radially spaced 
relationship With the electrode. The inlet passage 80 is in 
?uid communication With the gas passage 79 for directing 
primary gas into the gas passage. In the preferred embodi 
ment, the gas passage 79 has a Width W of approximately 
0.041 inches. HoWever, the Width W may vary Without 
departing from the scope of this invention. An upper end 83 
of the tip 77 extends up betWeen the anode 49 and the gas 
distributor 67 in close contact relationship With the gas 
distributor. Axially extending grooves (not shoWn) in the 
outer surface of the gas distributor are in ?uid communica 
tion With the inner plenum 65 of the anode 49 for directing 
primary gas doWn along the outer surface of the gas dis 
tributor betWeen the gas distributor and the upper end 83 of 
the tip 77. Openings (not shoWn) in the gas distributor 67 are 
in ?uid communication With the grooves in the outer surface 
of the gas distributor and the inlet passage 80 betWeen the 
gas distributor and electrode 35 to direct primary gas in the 
inner plenum 65 of the anode 49 to ?oW into the inlet 
passage and then doWn through the gas passage 79. The 
openings in the gas distributor are preferably formed gen 
erally tangentially thereto for causing a sWirling action of 
the primary gas ?oWing into and doWn through the gas 
passage. Aportion of the gas passage 79 generally along the 
bottom face 55 of the insert 51 de?nes an arc region in Which 
a plasma arc is attached to the electrode. Acentral exit ori?ce 
89 of the tip 77 is in ?uid communication With the gas 
passage 79 such that primary gas exits the torch in the form 
of a plasma arc and is directed doWn against the Workpiece. 
An upper end 88 of the tip ori?ce 89 is preferably Widened 
to approximately the Width of the insert 51 to inhibit gouging 
of the tip as the arc ?oWs through the tip ori?ce. 

[0019] The shield cap assembly 71 secures the tip 77, 
electrode 35 and gas distributor 67 in axially ?xed position 
during operation of the torch. In the illustrated embodiment, 
the shield cap assembly 71 comprises a shield cap body 90 
of heat insulating material, an insert 93 of similar heat 
insulating material secured to the shield cap body and a 
shield cap 91. The shield cap body 90 surrounds the anode 
49 and has internal threads 94 for threadable engagement 
With corresponding external threads 96 on the anode. The 
shield cap 91 has internal threads 98 for threadable engage 
ment With corresponding external threads 100 on the shield 
cap insert 93. A central opening 95 in the shield cap 91 is 
coaxially aligned With the central exit ori?ce 89 of the tip 77 
to de?ne a central exit opening of the torch through Which 
plasma exiting the tip is directed onto the Workpiece. Lon 
gitudinally extending bores 97 in the shield cap insert 93 are 
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in ?uid communication With the bores 75 in the loWer end 
73 of the anode 49 so that secondary gas ?oWing through the 
anode is further directed doWn through the bores in the 
shield cap insert into a secondary gas chamber 99 formed 
betWeen the shield cap 91, the shield cap insert and the tip 
77 . 

[0020] The secondary gas chamber 99 of the illustrated 
embodiment includes a narroW passage 101 extending gen 
erally doWnWard betWeen the shield cap 91 and the tip 77 to 
secondary exit openings 103 in the shield cap for exhausting 
gas in the secondary gas chamber from the torch. In the 
preferred embodiment, the secondary openings 103 are in 
generally radially spaced relationship With the central open 
ing 95 of the shield cap 91 to direct gas exhausted from the 
torch through the secondary openings onto the kerf region of 
the cut made by the plasma arc in the Workpiece. As an 
example, the shield cap 91 of the illustrated embodiment has 
tWelve secondary openings 103 spaced at intervals around 
the central opening 95. While the secondary holes 103 
shoWn in the draWing extend axially, it is contemplated that 
the secondary holes may be angled, such as being directed 
inWard toWard or outWard aWay from the central opening 95 
of the shield cap 91. 

[0021] The diameter of the tip 77 substantially decreases 
at its loWer end to form an annular shoulder 105 and a 
generally cylindrical seat 107 for seating the shield cap 91 
of the shield cap assembly 71 on the loWer end of the tip. In 
the preferred embodiment, the diameter of the seat 107 is 
siZed such that the outer Wall of the seat is positioned at a 
location intermediate the secondary openings 103 and the 
central opening 95 of the shield cap 91. An O-ring 109, 
broadly referred to as a sealing member, seats in an annular 
groove 111 in the outer Wall of the seat 107 of the tip 77 and 
is siZed in cross-section to protrude generally radially out 
Ward from the seat 107 of the tip for sealing engagement 
With a sealing surface 108 of the shield cap 91 When the cap 
is placed over the tip, thus sealing the torch against gas in the 
secondary gas chamber 99 from ?oWing to the plasma arc as 
plasma exits the tip ori?ce 89. 

[0022] Substantially all of the gas in the secondary gas 
chamber 99 is thus exhausted from the torch through the 
secondary openings 103 in the shield cap 91. 

[0023] It is understood that the groove 111 in the seat 107 
of tip 77 may be omitted and the O-ring 109 may instead seat 
in a circular groove (not shoWn) in the shield cap 91 to de?ne 
the sealing surface 108 of the shield cap for sealing engage 
ment With the seat of the tip and remain Within the scope of 
this invention. Also, While the seat 107 shoWn in the draWing 
at the loWer end of the tip 77 extends axially to form a right 
angle With the annular shoulder 105, it is understood that the 
shoulder may be omitted and the seat may be tapered inWard 
(e.g., frusto-conical) or ?at, as long as the O-ring 109 is 
disposed at a location intermediate the central opening 95 
and secondary openings 103 of the shield cap 91 to seal gas 
in the secondary gas chamber 99 against ?oWing to the 
plasma arc as plasma exits the tip ori?ce 89. Finally, it is 
understood that the O-ring 109 may be positioned betWeen 
the tip 77 and part of the torch other than the shield cap 91, 
or betWeen the shield cap and part of the torch other than the 
tip, as long as the secondary gas ?oW path is sealed against 
gas in the secondary gas chamber 99 from ?oWing to the 
plasma arc as plasma exits the tip ori?ce 89. 
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[0024] Bleed holes 113 (two are shown in the drawing) are 
formed in the tip 77 in ?uid communication with both the 
gas passage 79 and the secondary gas chamber 99 to bleed 
primary working gas in the gas passage into the secondary 
gas chamber for admixture with the secondary gas in the 
chamber to form a secondary gas mixture to be exhausted 
from the torch through the secondary openings 103 in the 
shield cap 91. As shown in the drawing, the bleed holes 113 
are located in the tip 77 with inner (upper) ends 115 of the 
bleed holes being in ?uid communication with the gas 
passage 79 and spaced a distance d above the bottom of the 
electrode 35. In the preferred embodiment, the distance d of 
the inner ends 115 of the bleed holes 113 above the bottom 
of the electrode 35 is suf?cient to bleed a portion of the 
primary working gas from the gas passage before the gas 
?ows down to the arc region extending generally along the 
bottom face 55 of the insert 51. As an example, the distance 
d of the illustrated embodiment is approximately 0.109 
inches. However the distance d may vary without departing 
from the scope of this invention. Also, while the bleed holes 
113 shown in the drawing are angled downward away from 
the gas passage 79, it is understood that the bleed hole may 
be at any angle, such as a Zero degree angle (e.g., extending 
radially from the gas passage) or extending upward away 
from the gas passage, and remain within the scope of this 
invention. 

[0025] In the preferred embodiment, where the current 
level is relatively low, such as about 15 amperes, six bleed 
holes 113 are provided and are sized so that the portion of 
primary gas bled off from the gas passage 79 for admixture 
with the secondary gas is substantially greater than the 
portion of primary gas ?owing to the tip ori?ce 89. For 
example, the primary gas ?ow rate may be approximately 85 
cfh, with 66 cfh being bled from the gas passage 79 into the 
secondary gas chamber 99. The remaining primary gas exits 
through the central ori?ce 89 of the tip 77. Thus, in this 
example, roughly 78% of the primary gas ?owing through 
the gas passage 79 is bled out from the gas passage and into 
the secondary gas chamber 99. However, it is understood 
that the portion of the primary gas bled from the gas passage 
79 may vary, such as by changing the number and siZe of the 
bleed holes 113 or the pressure of the primary gas, without 
departing from the scope of this invention. In particular, the 
optimal secondary gas mixture will vary for different current 
levels at which the torch operates. 

[0026] In operation, primary working gas, such as pure 
oxygen, is pumped from the source of working gas into the 
torch and ?ows through a primary gas ?ow path (indicated 
by single shaft arrows in the drawing) comprising the anode 
primary intake port 57, anode passage 61, inner plenum 65, 
the grooves in the outer surface of the gas distributor 67, gas 
distributor openings, inlet passage 80, gas passage 79, tip 
ori?ce 89, and the central opening 95 of the shield cap 91. 
Secondary gas, such as compressed air, is received from the 
source of secondary gas into the torch and ?ows through a 
secondary gas ?ow path (indicated by double shaft arrows in 
the drawing) comprising the secondary gas intake port 59, 
anode passage 63, outer plenum 69, the longitudinally 
extending bores 75 in the lower end 73 of the anode, the 
bores 97 in the shield cap insert 93, the secondary gas 
chamber 99 and secondary openings 103 in the shield cap 
91. 

Oct. 4, 2001 

[0027] As primary gas ?ows down through the gas pas 
sage 79 to the arc region, a substantial portion (e.g., 78%) of 
the primary gas bleeds out from the gas passage through the 
bleed holes 113 in the tip 77 and is directed into the 
secondary gas chamber 99 for admixture with the secondary 
gas in the secondary gas chamber to form a secondary gas 
mixture. As will be seen, in the preferred embodiment where 
the primary gas is pure oxygen, the amount of oxygen in the 
secondary gas mixture is substantially increased by bleeding 
primary gas into the secondary gas chamber for admixture 
with the secondary gas. Primary gas remaining in the gas 
passage ?ows down through the arc region and out through 
the exit ori?ce 89 of the tip 77 and the central opening 95 of 
the shield cap 91 onto the workpiece in the form of an 
ioniZed plasma. The secondary gas mixture formed in the 
secondary gas chamber 99 concurrently ?ows down between 
the tip 77 and the shield cap 91 to the secondary openings 
103 in the shield cap. Because the secondary gas mixture is 
sealed by the O-ring 109 against ?owing to the plasma arc 
exiting the tip ori?ce 89, substantially all of the secondary 
gas mixture is exhausted from the torch through the sec 
ondary openings 103 in the shield cap 91, thereby directing 
a primary gas (e.g., oxygen) enriched gas mixture onto the 
workpiece, with the enriched gas mixture generally sur 
rounding the plasma arc and being directed at the kerf region 
of the cut. 

[0028] While the plasma torch of the present invention is 
shown and described herein as including a shield cap 91 that 
extends down beyond the lower end of the tip 77 so that the 
central opening 95 of the shield cap de?nes the central exit 
opening of the torch, it is understood that the tip may instead 
extend down through the central opening of the shield cap 
such that the tip ori?ce 89 de?nes the central exit opening of 
the torch without departing from the scope of this invention. 
In such an embodiment, the primary gas ?ow path of the 
torch would not include the central opening 95 of the shield 
cap 91. 

[0029] In view of the above, it will be seen that the several 
objects of the invention are achieved and other advantageous 
results attained. Sealing off the ?ow of the secondary gas 
mixture against impinging on the plasma arc as plasma exits 
the tip 77 improves plasma arc stability and also improves 
the surface ?nish, dross characteristics and bevel angle of 
the cut. Bleeding oxygen from the gas passage 77 into the 
secondary gas chamber 99 to form an oxygen rich secondary 
gas mixture allows the kerf region of the cut to be ?ooded 
with the oxygen rich mixture as the mixture is exhausted 
from torch through the secondary openings 103 in the shield 
cap 91. An oxygen rich secondary gas mixture has been 
found to positively impact the quality (e.g., surface ?nish, 
bevel angle and dross) of the cut made by the torch. Aset of 
tips having various numbers and/or siZes or bleed holes may 
be provided as a gas mixture system for adjusting the 
amount of primary gas bled into the secondary gas to form 
the secondary gas mixture. This allows for optimiZing the 
secondary gas mixture in accordance with the current level 
at which the torch operates. 

[0030] As various changes could be made in the above 
constructions without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion, it is intended that all matter contained in the above 
description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be 
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A plasma torch comprising: 

a primary gas ?oW path in the torch for receiving a 
primary Working gas and directing it through the torch 
to a central exit opening of the torch for exhaustion 
from the torch onto a Workpiece in the form of an 
ioniZed plasma; 

a secondary gas ?oW path in the torch separate from the 
primary gas ?oW path for receiving a secondary gas and 
directing it through the torch, 

the primary gas ?oW path being in ?uid communication 
With the secondary gas ?oW path substantially upstream 
of the central exit opening of the torch to bleed primary 
Working gas in the primary gas ?oW path into the 
secondary gas ?oW path for admixture thereWith to 
form a secondary gas mixture to be exhausted from the 
torch. 

2. A plasma torch as set forth in claim 1 further compris 
ing a secondary exit opening in the torch separate from the 
central exit opening and in spaced relationship thereWith for 
exhausting the secondary gas mixture from the torch. 

3. A plasma torch as set forth in claim 2 Wherein the 
secondary gas ?oW path is sealed from the primary gas ?oW 
path generally doWnstream of said ?uid communication 
betWeen the primary gas ?oW path and the secondary gas 
?oW path to prevent secondary gas mixture in the secondary 
gas ?oW path from impinging on the primary Working gas as 
the primary Working gas exits the central exit opening of the 
torch. 

4. A plasma torch as set forth in claim 3 further compris 
mg: 

a cathode; 

an electrode electrically connected to the cathode; 

a tip surrounding the electrode in spaced relationship 
thereWith to de?ne a primary gas passage forming at 
least part of the primary gas ?oW path, the tip having 
a central exit ori?ce in ?uid communication With the 
gas passage; 

a shield cap surrounding the tip and having a central 
opening in ?uid communication With the central exit 
ori?ce of the tip to de?ne the central exit opening of the 
torch through Which primary gas is directed onto the 
Workpiece in the form of an ioniZed plasma, the shield 
cap further having at least one secondary opening in 
spaced relationship With the central opening of the 
shield cap to de?ne the secondary opening of the torch 
for exhausting the secondary gas mixture from the 
torch; 

the tip having at least one bleed hole in ?uid communi 
cation With the primary gas passage upstream of the 
central exit ori?ce of the tip, the bleed hole also being 
in ?uid communication With the secondary gas ?oW 
path to bleed a portion of the primary gas in the primary 
gas passage into the secondary gas ?oW path for 
admixture With the secondary gas in the torch to form 
the secondary gas mixture Whereby the secondary gas 
mixture is exhausted from the torch through the at least 
one secondary opening in the shield cap. 

5. A plasma torch as set forth in claim 4 further compris 
ing a sealing member for sealingly engaging the tip and 
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shield cap intermediate the central opening of the shield cap 
and the at least one secondary opening of the shield cap to 
seal the secondary gas ?oW path from the primary gas ?oW 
path for preventing the secondary gas mixture in the sec 
ondary gas ?oW path from impinging on the primary gas as 
the primary gas exits the central exit ori?ce of the tip and the 
central opening of the shield cap. 

6. A plasma torch as set forth in claim 1 Wherein the 
primary gas is oxygen. 

7. A plasma torch as set forth in claim 6 Wherein the 
secondary gas is air. 

8. Aplasma torch as set forth in claim 1 Wherein the ?uid 
communication of the primary gas ?oW path With the 
secondary gas ?oW path alloWs an amount of primary 
Working gas in the primary gas ?oW path to bleed into the 
secondary gas ?oW path in accordance With a current level 
at Which the torch operates. 

9. Aplasma torch as set forth in claim 8 Wherein the torch 
is operable at a current level of approximately 15 amperes, 
the ?uid communication of the primary gas ?oW path With 
the secondary gas ?oW path alloWing approximately 78 
percent of the primary Working gas in the primary gas ?oW 
path to bleed into the secondary gas ?oW path for admixture 
With the secondary gas in the secondary gas ?oW path. 

10. A tip for use in a plasma arc torch of the type having 
a primary gas ?oW path for directing a primary Working gas 
through the torch and a secondary gas ?oW path for directing 
a secondary gas through the torch, the tip having an inner 
surface at least partially de?ning the primary gas ?oW path 
and an outer surface, the tip further having at least one bleed 
hole extending from the inner surface to the outer surface for 
bleeding gas in the primary gas ?oW path into the secondary 
gas ?oW path for admixture With the secondary gas to form 
a secondary gas mixture, the at least one bleed hole being 
located in the tip such that admixture of the primary and 
secondary gases occurs generally Within the torch. 

11. A tip as set forth in claim 10 Wherein the outer surface 
of the tip at least partially de?nes the secondary gas ?oW 
path of the torch. 

12. A tip as set forth in claim 10 Wherein the at least one 
bleed hole angles generally doWnWard and outWard from the 
inner surface of the tip to the outer surface of the tip. 

13. A combination tip and shield cap for use in a plasma 
arc torch of the type having a primary gas ?oW path for 
directing a primary Working gas through the torch and a 
secondary gas ?oW path for directing a secondary gas 
through the torch, the tip having a central exit ori?ce through 
Which primary gas from the primary gas ?oW path exits in 
the form of an ioniZed plasma, the shield cap substantially 
surrounding the tip and having a central opening in generally 
coaxial relationship With the central exit ori?ce of the tip, 
said shield cap further having at least one secondary opening 
in spaced relationship With the central opening of the shield 
cap and in ?uid communication With the secondary gas ?oW 
path for exhausting secondary gas in the secondary gas ?oW 
path from the torch, at least one of the tip and shield cap 
being con?gured for sealing the secondary gas ?oW path 
against ?uid communication With the primary gas ?oW path 
intermediate the secondary opening and the central opening 
of the shield cap to prevent secondary gas in the secondary 
gas ?oW path from impinging on the primary gas as the 
primary gas exits the torch. 

14. A combination tip and shield cap as set forth in claim 
13 Wherein the tip and shield cap have opposing surfaces in 
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closely spaced relationship With each other When the shield 
cap surrounds the tip, at least one of the opposing surfaces 
of the tip and shield cap having a groove therein for seating 
a sealing member, the sealing member being siZed for 
protruding outWard from the at least one opposing surface 
for sealing engagement With the other of said opposing tip 
and shield cap surfaces. 

15. A combination tip and shield cap as set forth in claim 
14 Wherein the opposing tip and shield cap surfaces are 
generally cylindric and are concentric With the central exit 
ori?ce of the tip. 

16. A combination tip and shield cap as set forth in claim 
14 Wherein said groove is formed in the tip surface, the 
groove being siZed for seating an O-ring de?ning the sealing 
member for sealing engagement With the opposing shield 
cap surface. 

17. A combination tip and shield cap as set forth in claim 
13 Wherein the central opening of the shield cap de?nes a 
central exit opening of the torch through Which primary 
Working gas exits the torch in the form of an ioniZed plasma. 

18. A gas mixture system for a plasma torch, the torch 
being of the type having a primary gas ?oW path for 
directing a primary Working gas through the torch and a 
secondary gas ?oW path for directing a secondary gas 
through the torch, the system comprising a plurality of tips 
each adapted for use in the plasma torch, each tip having an 
inner surface at least partially de?ning the primary gas ?oW 
path and an outer surface, each tip further having at least one 
bleed hole extending from the inner surface to the outer 
surface for bleeding gas in the primary gas ?oW path into the 
secondary gas flow path for admixture With the secondary 
gas to form a secondary gas mixture, the at least one bleed 
hole being located in the tip such that admixture of the 
primary and secondary gases occurs generally Within the 
torch, the at least one bleed hole of each tip being siZed such 
that the amount of primary gas bled from the primary gas 
?oW path through the at least one bleed hole of each tip is 
different for each tip and corresponds to a current level at 
Which the torch operates. 

19. A gas mixture system as set forth in claim 18 Wherein 
the outer surface of each tip at least partially de?nes the 
secondary gas ?oW path. 

20. A gas mixture system as set forth in claim 18 Wherein 
the siZe of the at least one bleed hole of each tip is siZed as 
a function of the current level at Which the torch operates. 

21. A gas mixture system as set forth in claim 18 Wherein 
the number of bleed holes in each tip is a function of the 
current level at Which the torch operates. 

22. A shield cap for use With a plasma torch of the type 
having a primary gas ?oW path for directing a primary 
Working gas through the torch and a secondary gas ?oW path 
for directing a secondary gas through the torch, the shield 
cap comprising a holloW body having a central longitudinal 
axis, an upper end adapted for connection to the torch, a 
loWer end having a central opening on said central longitu 

Oct. 4, 2001 

dinal axis, at least one secondary opening spaced radially 
outWard from the central opening and in ?uid communica 
tion With the secondary gas ?oW path for exhausting gas in 
the secondary gas ?oW path from the torch, and an annular 
sealing surface on the shield cap for sealing engagement 
With the torch to seal the secondary gas ?oW path against 
?uid communication With the primary gas ?oW path doWn 
stream of the ?uid communication of the secondary opening 
With the secondary gas ?oW path to prevent gas in the 
secondary gas ?oW path from impinging on the primary gas 
as the primary gas exits the torch. 

23. A shield cap as set forth in claim 22 Wherein said 
sealing surface is engageable by an O-ring seal disposed on 
the torch. 

24. A shield cap as set forth in claim 23 Wherein said 
sealing surface comprises a generally cylindric surface 
engageable by said O-ring seal disposed on the torch. 

25. A shield cap as set forth in claim 22 Wherein said 
sealing surface comprises a generally cylindric surface, said 
cylindric surface having a circular groove therein receiving 
an O-ring seal for sealingly engaging the torch. 

26. A method of operating a torch of the type having a 
primary gas ?oW path for directing a primary Working gas 
through the torch and a secondary gas ?oW path for directing 
a secondary gas through the torch for cutting a Workpiece, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

directing primary gas to How through the primary gas 
?oW path to a central exit opening of the torch for 
exhaustion from the torch onto the Workpiece in the 
form of an ioniZed plasma; 

directing secondary gas to How through the secondary gas 
?oW path of the torch; 

bleeding primary Working gas in the primary gas ?oW 
path into the secondary gas ?oW path substantially 
upstream of the central exit opening of the torch for 
admixture With the secondary gas to form a secondary 
gas mixture to be exhausted from the torch generally 
toWard the Workpiece. 

27. The method of claim 26 further comprising the step of 
sealing the secondary gas ?oW path from the primary gas 
?oW path generally doWnstream of the bleeding of primary 
Working gas into the secondary gas ?oW path to prevent 
secondary gas mixture in the secondary gas ?oW path from 
impinging on the primary Working gas as the primary 
Working gas exits the central exit opening of the torch in the 
form of an ioniZed plasma. 

28. The method as set forth in claim 26 further comprising 
the step of adjusting the amount of primary Working gas in 
the primary gas ?oW path bled into the secondary gas ?oW 
path in accordance With a current level at Which the torch 
operates. 


