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(57) ABSTRACT 

Electrode assemblies and associated systems employ a non 
porous Wall having an exterior for contacting tissue. The 
exterior peripherally surrounds an interior area. The Wall is 
essentially free of electrically conductive material. The Wall 
is adapted to assume an expanded geometry having a ?rst 
maximum diameter and a collapsed geometry having a 
second maximum diameter less than the ?rst maximum 
diameter. The assemblies and systems include a lumen that 
conveys a medium containing ions into the interior area. An 
element free of physical contact With the Wall couples the 
medium Within the interior area to a source of electrical 
energy to enable ionic transport of electrical energy from the 
source through the medium to the Wall for capacitive cou 
pling to tissue contacting the exterior of the Wall. 
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EXPANDABLE-COLLAPSIBLE ELECTRODE 
STRUCTURES MADE OF ELECTRICALLY 

CONDUCTIVE MATERIAL 

RELATED APPLICATION 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of pend 
ing US. application Ser. No. 08/099,994, ?led Jul. 30, 1993 
and entitled “Large Surface Cardiac Ablation Catheter that 
Assumes a LoW Pro?le During Introduction into the Heart,” 
Which is itself a continuation-in-part of pending U.S. appli 
cation Ser. No. 07/951,728, ?led Sep. 25, 1992, and entitled 
“Cardiac Mapping and Ablation Systems.” 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The invention generally relates to electrode struc 
tures deployed in interior regions of the body. In a more 
speci?c sense, the invention relates to electrode structures 
deployable into the heart for diagnosis and treatment of 
cardiac conditions. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The treatment of cardiac arrhythmias requires elec 
trodes capable of creating tissue lesions having a diversity of 
different geometries and characteristics, depending upon the 
particular physiology of the arrhythmia sought to be treated. 

[0004] For example, a conventional 8 F diameter/4 mm 
long cardiac ablation electrode can transmit radio frequency 
energy to create lesions in myocardial tissue With a depth of 
about 0.5 cm and a Width of about 10 mm, With a lesion 
volume of up to 0.2 cm3. These small and shalloW lesions 
are desired in the sinus node for sinus node modi?cations, or 
along the AV groove for various accessory pathWay abla 
tions, or along the sloW Zone of the tricuspid isthmus for 
atrial ?utter (AFL) or AV node sloW or fast pathWay abla 
tions. 

[0005] HoWever, the elimination of ventricular tachycar 
dia (VT) substrates is thought to require signi?cantly larger 
and deeper lesions, With a penetration depth greater than 1.5 
cm, a Width of more than 2.0 cm, and a lesion volume of at 
least 1 cm3. 

[0006] There also remains the need to create lesions 
having relatively large surface areas With shalloW depths. 

[0007] One proposed solution to the creation of diverse 
lesion characteristics is to use different forms of ablation 
energy. HoWever, technologies surrounding microWave, 
laser, ultrasound, and chemical ablation are largely unproven 
for this purpose. 

[0008] The use of active cooling in association With the 
transmission of DC or radio frequency ablation energy is 
knoWn to force the tissue interface to loWer temperature 
values. As a result, the hottest tissue temperature region is 
shifted deeper into the tissue, Which, in turn, shifts the 
boundary of the tissue rendered nonviable by ablation 
deeper into the tissue. An electrode that is actively cooled 
can be used to transmit more ablation energy into the tissue, 
compared to the same electrode that is not actively cooled. 
HoWever, control of active cooling is required to keep 
maximum tissue temperatures safely beloW about 100° C., at 
Which tissue desiccation or tissue boiling is knoWn to occur. 

[0009] Another proposed solution to the creation of larger 
lesions, either in surface area and/or depth, is the use of 
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substantially larger electrodes than those commercially 
available. Yet, larger electrodes themselves pose problems 
of siZe and maneuverability, Which Weigh against a safe and 
easy introduction of large electrodes through a vein or artery 
into the heart. 

[0010] A need exists for multi-purpose cardiac ablation 
electrodes that can selectively create lesions of different 
geometries and characteristics. Multi-purpose electrodes 
Would possess the ?exibility and maneuverability permitting 
safe and easy introduction into the heart. Once deployed 
inside the heart, these electrodes Would possess the capa 
bility to emit energy sufficient to create, in a controlled 
fashion, either large and deep lesions, or small and shalloW 
lesions, or large and shalloW lesions, depending upon the 
therapy required. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] The invention provides electrode assemblies and 
associated systems employing a nonporous Wall having an 
exterior for contacting tissue. The exterior peripherally 
surrounds an interior area. The Wall is essentially free of 
electrically conductive material. The Wall is adapted to 
assume an expanded geometry having a ?rst maximum 
diameter and a collapsed geometry having a second maxi 
mum diameter less than the ?rst maximum diameter. The 
assemblies and systems include a lumen that conveys a 
medium containing ions into the interior area. An element 
free of physical contact With the Wall couples the medium 
Within the interior area to a source of electrical energy to 
enable ionic transport of electrical energy from the source 
through the medium to the Wall for capacitive coupling to 
tissue contacting the exterior of the Wall. 

[0012] In a preferred embodiment, the capacitive coupling 
of the Wall is expressed in the folloWing relationship: 

RPATH2+XC2 
[0013] Where: 

<RTIS SUE 

K 
RPATH = EP; 

[0014] and 
[0015] K is a constant that depends upon geometry of the 
Wall, 
[0016] SE is surface area of the element, and 

[0017] p S is resistivity of the medium containing ions, and 

[0018] Where: 

X l 
C _ Z7r_fC 

[0019] and 
[0020] f is frequency of the electrical energy, and 


















































