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(57) ABSTRACT 

Asupport that is to be attached to the center rail of the handle 
structure of a stroller or carriage. The support is mounted to 
the center rail by one or more hooks and has an elongated bar 

that is suspended from the rail and hangs beloW and parallel 
to it. Objects, such as the handle hoops of a bag can be 
looped over the bar and held by it. In one embodiment, the 
support mounted to the rail has upper and loWer bars that are 
parallel to each other With a space betWeen the tWo. A bag 
has fasteners on a ?ap and the bag front panel. The bag ?ap 
is passed over the bottom bar and the fasteners brought 
together to secure the ?ap. This hangs the bag from the 
support, Which in turn is hung from the stroller handle center 
rail. A bag With a ?ap in sections also can be used With a 
support having only a top bar. 
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OBJECT SUPPORT STRUCTURE FOR STROLLER 
OR CARRIAGE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to baby 
strollers or carriages and to a support for attachment to the 
center rail of the stroller handle from Which objects can be 
hung. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Strollers and carriages for transporting infants are 
Well-knoWn. They are commonly used during various out 
ings, such as shopping or running errands The stroller or 
carriage has a front compartment in Which the infant is 
placed and a rear portion from Which a handle structure 
extends. The handle structure has a pair of spaced upWardly 
extending side rails With a center rail connected at the side 
rail upper ends. The user Wheels the stroller or carriage by 
pushing on the center rail. All of this is Well-knoWn. 

[0003] It is desirable to provide a degree of convenience to 
the user When he or she not only has to push the infant in the 
carriage or stroller but also has to carry other objects, such 
as bags ?lled With various items. It Would be desirable to be 
able to transport the bag or other object as part of the stroller 
or carriage itself so that the user’s hands Would be totally 
free to manipulate the stroller and unencumbered so as to be 
able to attend to the infant passenger. HoWever, it is usually 
unWise from the point of vieW of safety to place such bag or 
objects in the stroller or carriage compartment in Which the 
infant is located. 

[0004] Attempts have been made to provide various types 
of attachments to solve this problem. For example, US. Pat. 
No. 5,464,183 shoWs an elongated bar having a Width equal 
to the distance betWeen the stroller handle tWo upWardly 
extending side rails. Brackets provided at the ends of the bar 
are fastened to the handle side rails. The bar extends 
rearWardly of the handle structure and one or more hooks are 
provided on the portion of the bar that faces the user. Objects 
are to be hung from these hooks. This structure has an 
overall disadvantage in that is relatively complicated, requir 
ing a mechanical bracket for fastening each end of the bar to 
a handle upWardly extending side rail. This also makes it 
someWhat difficult to mount the bar to and detach it from the 
handle. Also, the hooks that face the user are exposed and 
thereby could provide a haZard When using the stroller or 
carriage. 

[0005] In US. Pat. No. 5,244,175 a support assembly is 
provided having a portion Which is to be mounted to the 
stroller handle center rail. In this unit, the attachment portion 
determines the Width of the part of the assembly that is 
available for purposes of supporting objects. This assembly 
is relatively complicated both in structure and manner of 
attachment. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention is directed to a support that 
is to be attached to the center rail of the handle structure of 
a stroller or carriage. The support has an elongated bar that 
is suspended from the center rail and hangs parallel to it. 
Objects, such as the hoops of a bag handle can be looped 
over the bar and held by it. The support has one or more 
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hooks, preferably of a type that can be snap ?t over the 
handle center rail, to hang it from the center rail. In one 
embodiment, the support has tWo bars that are parallel to 
each other With a space betWeen the tWo. Abag has fasteners 
on a ?ap and the bag front panel. The bag ?ap is passed 
through the space betWeen the bars over the bottom bar and 
the fasteners brought together to secure the ?ap to the bag 
panel. This hangs the bag from the support, Which in turn is 
hung from the stroller handle center rail. A bag With a ?ap 
in sections also is provided to be used With a support having 
only one bar. 

[0007] The support is easy to attach to and remove from 
the handle center rail. It also leaves the handle center rail 
relatively unobstructed so that the user has no dif?culty in 
pushing the stroller. Since the ends of the bar are not 
connected to any part of the stroller handle structure, it is 
easy to hang an object from the support. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] It is therefore an object of the invention to provide 
a support device to be attached to the center rail of a stroller 
handle to support objects hung therefrom. 

[0009] Another object is to provide a support for use With 
a stroller and a tote type bag that can be hung from the 
support by use of mating fasteners on the ?ap and the bag 
body. 

[0010] An additional object is to provide a novel tote type 
bag that can be supported from the generally horiZontal bar 
of a support attached to the center rail of a stroller handle. 

[0011] Afurther object is to provide a support having a bar 
on Which object are to be hung, the support being mounted 
to the center rail of a handle structure With the bar beloW and 
generally parallel to the center rail. 

[0012] Yet another object is to provide a support from 
Which objects can be hung With the support being easily 
attached to or removed from the stroller handle center rail. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] Other objects and advantages of the present inven 
tion Will become more apparent upon reference to the 
folloWing speci?cation and annexed draWings in Which: 

[0014] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a portion of a 
stroller and one embodiment of the support of the present 
invention; 

[0015] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of another embodi 
ment of the support having a different type of hanger hook; 

[0016] FIG. 3 is a vieW of a further embodiment of the 
support With an adjustable height arrangement; 

[0017] FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment of the support 
With a universal joint; 

[0018] FIG. 5 is a vieW of a further embodiment of the 
support; 

[0019] FIG. 6 is a vieW of a further embodiment of the 
support and a tote type bag; 

[0020] FIG. 7 is a vieW of an embodiment of the support 
and a further embodiment of a tote bag; 
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[0021] FIG. 8 is an embodiment of the support With 
angled arms between upper and loWer bars; 

[0022] FIG. 9A is a vieW of a mounting block for a hanger 
hook and 

[0023] FIG. 9B a vieW of the hanger hook; 

[0024] FIG. 10A is a vieW of a modi?cation to the stroller 
handle center rail and 

[0025] FIG. 10B a hanger hook for use With the rail; and 

[0026] FIG. 11A is a vieW of a safety ?ag to be held by 
the support and 

[0027] FIG. 11B shoWs the ?ag mounted on a stroller. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0028] Referring to FIG. 1 reference numeral 15 indicates 
the bottom portion of the body of a stroller 15 having Wheels 
16. Only a portion of the stroller body is shoWn and this can 
be of any conventional construction. The stroller has the 
typical handle assembly formed by a pair of side rails 14 
projecting upWardly at an angle from the body and a center 
rail 12 connected to the top ends of the side rails. The center 
rail is generally horiZontal to the ground With the stroller in 
use. The user typically pushes on the center rail 12 to move 
the stroller With an infant (not shoWn) in the body compart 
ment. While the invention is illustratively described With 
respect to a stroller it also has applicability to devices such 
as carriages and shopping carts. 

[0029] The support 20 of the present invention is shoWn 
attached to the handle center rail 12 and holds an object, 
illustratively such as a bag 60, that is hung from the bar. The 
support 20 holds one or more objects in a manner such as to 
permit the user to have his or her hands free While pushing 
the stroller. The support 20 includes a bar 40 Which is to be 
generally horiZontal to the central rail 12 and from Which 
one or more objects 60 is to be hung. Bar 40 can be of any 
desired length. It can even be longer than the distance 
betWeen the handle upWardly extending side rails since its 
ends are not connected to any part of the handle. In a typical 
embodiment the bar has a length of from about one third to 
about tWo thirds of the distance betWeen the handle side 
rails. 

[0030] Extending vertically upWardly from the center part 
of the bar 40 is the loWer end of a stem 26, The stem 26 can 
be of any desired length and, as illustrated With respect to 
FIG. 3, its length can be adjustable. A cross member 28 is 
at the upper end of the stem 26 and is parallel to the bar 40. 
The cross member 28 is preferably of a length less than that 
of the bar 40. Extending upWardly from the cross member 28 
is a pair of spaced hooks 30 Which are to ?t around and over 
the stroller center rail 12 to hang the support from the center 
rail. With the hooks 30 attached to the stroller center rail, the 
bar 40 of the support is parallel to and beloW the center rail 
and is in a position to hold an object. 

[0031] As seen in FIG. 1, one of the hoops 62 of the bag 
60 is placed over each end of the bar 40. This is easy to 
accomplish since the ends of the bar are unobstructed. The 
bag 60 hangs by its hoops 62 from the bar 40. Other objects 
such as those having a strap can be hung from the bar. With 
the bag 60 being held on the support 20 the user’s hands are 
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free to push the stroller center rail 12 one hand on each side 
of one of the hooks 30. This provides ease-of-use of the 
stroller. 

[0032] One or more objects also can be hung from the 
cross member 28, such as by tying the ends of a cord holding 
the object around the cross member. FIG. 1 also shoWs a 
plurality of upWardly extending projections 42 on each side 
of the stem 26. The bag hoops 62 and strap or ties of other 
objects hung from the support are prevented from sliding off 
of the bar by the projections 42. Projections 42 also can be 
provided on the cross member 28. 

[0033] While in FIG. 1 the stem 26 is shoWn as being 
transverse to both the bar 40 and the cross member 28 so that 
the bar 40 and center rail 12 both Will lie in a plane that is 
generally transverse to the ground, it also can be at an angle 
so that the bar 40 Will be inWard of the handle structure 
closer to the stroller body. This Would place the bag 60 
further aWay from the user so as not to interfere With his or 
her body. Use of this design Would depend on Whether or not 
the stroller has enough space betWeen the handle center rail 
and the body compartment. 

[0034] The support 20 can be made of any suitable mate 
rial. such as metal or of plastic such as polypropylene or 
ABS. The support is made by any suitable process compat 
ible With its material. It is preferred for purposes of economy 
that the support be molded or cast as a single piece. The bar 
40 can be of any shape, such as round, ?at, oval, etc. 

[0035] It is preferred that the hooks 30 have a shape, 
construction and be of a material such that they can snap 
over the center rail 12 for easy attachment and removal of 
the support as desired. As an alternative, the top end of the 
stem 26 can be detachable from the cross member 28, such 
as by a screW thread arrangement. This Would permit a more 
permanent mounting of the hooks to the center rail. The 
hooks 30 may be con?gured such as to permit the support 20 
to sWing on its hooks 30 on the center rail, together With the 
object that it holds, as the stroller is moved. 

[0036] FIG. 2 shoWs another embodiment of the support 
20. Here, instead of there being tWo hooks 30, there is a 
single hook 30-1 that extends from the stem 26. Here, the 
single hook 30-1 can be made Wider than one of the hooks 
30 of FIG. 1 in order to provide greater stability for the 
support 20. The embodiment here also shoWs the projections 
42 on the bar 40 on each side of the stem 26. Any of the 
supports of the invention can be made Without the projec 
tions 42 or With such projections on only one side of the 
stem. 

[0037] FIG. 3 shoWs a further embodiment of the support 
in Which the upper end of the stem 26a is attached to the 
cross member 28. The loWer end of the stem has a plurality 
of holes along its length and ?ts into a collar 27 Which is noW 
the bottom of the stem. There is a pin 29 that passes through 
the collar to engage in the holes of the stem 26a. Accord 
ingly, the distance of the cross member 28 from the bar 40 
can be adjusted thereby effectively setting the distance of the 
bar 40 from the stroller center rail 12. The reverse arrange 
ment can be used With a plurality of holes in the collar and 
a single hole in the stem. 

[0038] In FIG. 4 the loWer end of the stem 26 is shoWn as 
having the ball part 76 of a universal sWivel joint that ?ts 
into a socket 77. The socket 77 has a vertical extension 78 
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Which is attached to the bar 40. Thus, With the support 20 
hung from the stroller center rail 12, the bar 40 Will move so 
that the object hung from the bar, such as the bag 60, Will 
always be generally vertical to the center rail, even though 
the stroller may be inclined, 

[0039] The various features of FIGS. 1-4 can be com 
bined, for example, such as the adjustable height arrange 
ment shoWn in FIG. 3 used With the sWivel joint of FIG. 4 
and With either the single hook con?guration of FIG. 2 or 
the multi-hook arrangement of FIG. 1. 

[0040] In each of the embodiment of FIGS. 1-4, as shoWn, 
the stem 26 and cross member 28 is used for the attachment 
of the single or plurality of hooks and this construction 
spaces the bar 40 from the stroller center rail 12. HoWever, 
the stem is not necessary, As shoWn in FIG. 5, the hooks 30 
can be attached directly to the bar 40. This simpli?es the 
construction. The length of the loWer portion of a hook 30, 
that is, before it starts to curve at its upper end Which is 
attached to the center rail, can be made as long as desired to 
select the vertical spacing of the bar 40 from the stroller 
center rail 12. 

[0041] FIG. 6 shoWs an embodiment of the invention in 
Which the support 50 is con?gured to have a second bar 58 
suspended by vertical arms 54 from the ?rst bar 40 beloW 
and parallel to the ?rst bar. Aspace 56 is left betWeen the ?rst 
and second bars. The support 50 of FIG. 6 is to be hung from 
the stroller center rail 12 by the hooks 30 and the hoops of 
a bag or other object hung from the upper bar 40, as shoWn 
in FIG. 1, and the ties of another object tied around the 
loWer bar 58. 

[0042] In FIG. 6 another form of bag 70 is shoWn that is 
to be hung from the loWer bar 58, The bag 70 is more of the 
tote type and has a ?ap 72 extending from its rear panel. The 
?ap is passed through the space betWeen the bars and laid 
over and around the second loWer bar 58. On the outside of 
the bag front panel 73 is a series of fastener strips 74, such 
as on part of a VELCRO fastener. A single elongated 
fastener strip can be used. On the inside of the bag ?ap 72 
(not shoWn) is the other half of the fasteners 74. When the 
fasteners 74 on the bag front panel and those on the inside 
the ?ap 72 are brought together, the ?ap captures the loWer 
bar 68, that is, it is hung on the loWer bar 58. When the 
support 50 is on the stroller center rail 12 the bag 70 is 
suspended from the support 50 loWer bar 58. Abag, such as 
one having a strap, or another object can be hung off of the 
support 60 top bar 40 even With the bag 70 in place on the 
bottom bar 58. 

[0043] Also as shoWn in FIG. 6, one of the vertical arms 
54 from the upper bar 40 is connected to the loWer bar 58 by 
a snap latch type fastener 55. This permits the support to be 
opened at the latch 55 so that the bag ?ap 72 can be slid onto 
or off of the loWer bar 68 Without having to unfasten the ?ap 
fasteners. This also permits the loops of a bag or other object 
to be hung on the loWer rail 58, 

[0044] FIG. 7 shoWs a modi?cation of the tWo bar support 
50 of FIG. 6. Here, as in FIG. 5, the hooks 30 are connected 
directly to the top bar 40. Also there are a plurality of vertical 
support struts 59 betWeen the upper and loWer bars 40 and 
58. This strengthens the support. In FIG. 7, the bag ?ap has 
a plurality of sections 72a that overlie the loWer bar 58 
betWeen the struts 59. Each of the ?ap sections 72a has a 
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portion of a fastener 74 that mates With a corresponding 
fastener on the bag front panel. As in FIG. 6, the bag 70 is 
suspended from the support loWer bar 58 When the support 
is hung on the stroller center rail 12. 

[0045] Abag having sectioned ?aps, such as in FIG. 7 can 
be hung from a single bar support 20, such as in FIG. 1, With 
a ?ap section 72a on each side of the stem 26. 

[0046] FIG. 8 shoWs another embodiment in Which the 
support 80 has the upper and loWer spaced horiZontal bars 40 
and 58. The upper bar is shorter than the loWer bar and the 
tWo are connected together by angled arms 82. The projec 
tions 42 illustratively are formed on the upper bar 40 and on 
the angled arms 82. The support 80 can accommodate 
objects hung on the top bar 40, such as by the loops 62 of 
a bag 60 With one loop on each one of the angled arms 82 
and held by a projection 42. Also, the ?ap 72 of a bag 70 
With the fasteners 74 can be suspended from the loWer 
horiZontal bar 58. 

[0047] FIGS. 9 and 10 shoW arrangements to obtain a 
more secure fastening of a hook 30 to the stroller center rail 
12. In FIG. 9A a sleeve 100 is secured to the rail by screWs 
102. On the sleeve 100 is a mounting block 104 that has one 
or more slots 106. As seen in FIG. 9B, the hook upper end 
108 is shaped to conform to ?t around the block 104 and an 
end tab 112 to ?t into the slot 106. The block is preferably 
oriented relative to rail 12 so that the slot 106 faces aWay 
from the user, i.e. toWard the stroller compartment. This 
provides a larger surface area of engagement of the hook end 
With the block and thereby a more stable mounting of the 
support. The slot 106 can be positioned facing in an upWard 
direction. If the support has tWo hooks, the mounting block 
is made Wide enough to support tWo hooks or there can be 
tWo mounting blocks. 

[0048] In FIG. 10A a slot is made in the rail 12 to accept 
the tab end 122 of the curved end of the hook of FIG. 10B 
is shaped to conform to ?t around the rail. Here the slot 116 
is preferably made facing upWard or toWard the rear aWay 
from the user. Since the rail is usually of tubular material the 
slot 116 can be made either during manufacture of the 
stroller or after it is purchased by the user. 

[0049] In FIGS. 11A and 11B there is shoWn a stroller 
With a support such as 40 hung on the center rail 12. Asafety 
?ag 170, as shoWn in FIG. 11A, is formed of a center section 
172 With a foldable section 174 at each end. The ?ag is made 
of any suitable material such as plyboard, fabric covered 
board and others. A plurality of strips of re?ective material 
178 are placed on the ?ag in any desired pattern. The ?ag 
end sections 174 are folded back toWard the center of the 
center section 172 and fastened together by fasteners 181 so 
that the folded siZe of the ?ag is that of the center section. 
Aplurality of straps 182 are fastened along the ?ag top edge. 
Each strap 182 has a suitable fastener, such as of the snap 
type or of Velcro, at its end. The straps 182 are fastened over 
a bar of the support, such as shoWn in FIGS. 6 and 7, to 
hang the ?ag 172 from the support. 

[0050] FIG. 11B shoWs the ?ag 170 unfolded With the 
ends of the end sections 174 fastened to the stroller by 
fastener straps 186, illustratively shoWn at the stroller handle 
pivot joints. The bottom edge of the ?ag is shoWn resting on 
the stroller footrest. The ?ag covers the front and sides of the 
stroller and the infant is Within the ?ag. The re?ective 
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material strips 178 of the ?ag provides more visibility for the 
stroller as it is being Wheeled. This is useful during times of 
poor visibility, such as at dusk, When the stroller is in a 
dangerous environment such as being pushed across a street 
Where there is traf?c. 

[0051] Although the present invention has been described 
and illustrated in detail, it is to be understood that the same 
is not by Way of limitation and the spirit and scope of the 
invention is set forth in terms of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A support to be attached to a generally horiZontal rail 

for hanging an object comprising: 

an elongated bar 

a hook element attached to said bar to engage and be 
fastened to said rail to hold said bar beloW said rail and 
generally parallel thereto. 

2. A support as in claim 1 Wherein said bar includes at 
least one upWard projection along its length. 

3. A support as in claim 1 Wherein there are a pair of said 
hook elements spaced apart along said bar, each said hook 
element to engage said rail. 

4. A support as in claim 1 Wherein said hook element is 
attached directly to said bar. 

5. Asupport as in claim 4 Wherein there are a plurality of 
said hook elements spaced along said bar and attached 
directly to said bar. 

6. A support as in claim 1 further comprising a second 
elongated bar attached to by at least one arm, beloW and 
generally parallel to said ?rst named bar With a space 
betWeen said bars. 

7. A support as in claim 1 further comprising a stem 
extending vertically to said bar to Which said hook is 
attached. 

8. A support as in claim 7 further comprising a universal 
sWivel joint on said stem. 

9. A support as in claim 7 Wherein said stem further 
comprises a socket into Which said stem ?ts and means for 
latching the stem at a predetermined height relative to said 
socket. 

10. A support as in claim 6 further comprising a latch 
element on said at least one arm betWeen said ?rst and 
second bars to permit said second bar to be detached from 
said ?rst named bar. 

11. Asupport as in claim 6 Wherein there are a pair of said 
arms one connected at each end of said bars and extending 
at an angle to the horiZontal. 

12. A support as in claim 6 Wherein there are a plurality 
of said arms connecting said bars Which are generally 
transverse to said bars. 

13. The support as in claim 1 in combination With a bag 
including a ?ap extending from the open end of the bag body 
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to Wrap over said bar, said bag including mating fasteners on 
said ?ap and bag body to hold said bag onto said bar When 
mated. 

14. The support as in claim 6 in combination With a bag 
including a ?ap extending from the open end of the bag body 
to pass through the space betWeen the tWo bars and to Wrap 
over said loWer bar, said bag including mating fasteners on 
said ?ap and bag body to hold said bag onto said loWer bar 
When mated. 

15. The support as in claim 7 in combination With a bag 
including a ?ap extending from the open end of the bag body 
to Wrap over said bar, said ?ap of said bag having a slit into 
Which said support stem ?ts With a section of the ?ap on each 
side thereof, said ?ap sections and bag body including 
mating fasteners to hold said bag onto said bar When mated. 

16. The support as in claim 12 in combination With a bag 
including a ?ap extending from the open end of the bag body 
to Wrap over said bar, said ?ap of said bag having a slit into 
Which a said vertical arm ?ts With a section of the ?ap on 
each side thereof, said ?ap sections and bag body including 
mating fasteners to hold said bag onto said bar When mated. 

17. The support as in claim 1 in combination With said 
central rail including a slot, the end of said hook element 
having a tab that ?ts in said slot. 

18. The support as in claim 17 further comprising a 
bracket attached to said rail, said bracket including said slot. 

19. The support as in claim 13 in combination With said 
central rail including a slot, the end of said hook element 
having a tab that ?ts in said slot. 

20. Abag including a ?ap extending from the open end of 
the bag body, said ?ap of said bag having a slit to divide the 
?ap into sections, said ?ap sections and bag body including 
mating fasteners to fasten said ?ap to said body When mated. 

21. The support as in claim 1 in combination With a ?ag 
having re?ective material on a surface thereof said ?ag 
having a plurality of straps having mating fasteners to Wrap 
over bar to hang said ?ag form said bar and fasteners to hold 
said ?ag to extend over a front portion of a stroller. 

22. The support as in claim 21 Wherein said ?ag has a 
central section and an end section foldable from each end of 
said central section, said ?ag central section to overly the 
front part of a stroller and said end sections to overly the 
stroller sides. 

23. A ?ag for the front and sides of a stroller having a 
central section and an end section foldable from each end of 
said central section, fasteners on said ?ag to attach it to said 
stroller With said ?ag central section to overly the front part 
of the stroller and said end sections to overly the stroller 
sides, and re?ective strips on the outer surface of the ?ag 
sections. 


