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(57) ABSTRACT 
A device for detachably connecting a ?ashlight to a retract 
able leash. The device includes a ?exible elongated base 
member having a top and a bottom side. An elastic member 
attached to the top side of the elongate member- creates an 
aperture there betWeen for removably inserting a ?ashlight. 
TWo straps are attached to the bottom of the based member 
for detachably connecting the elongated base member to a 
handle of the retractable leash. 
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DEVICE TO REMOVABLY ATTACH A 
FLASHLIGHT TO A RETRACTABLE DOG LEASH 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention is directed to a device to removably 
attach a ?ashlight onto a retractable dog leash. 

[0002] Dog oWners take their dogs out for Walks at all 
times of the day or night. When out at night it is a good idea 
to use a ?ashlight not only to see Where one is going but to 
let automobile drivers knoW Where there is an impediment 
on or near the road. Many dog oWners like to use retractable 
dog leashes to vary the distance the dog can roam depending 
on their surroundings. A retractable dog leash in one hand 
and a ?ashlight in the other leaves no free hand, hence the 
need for a combination of the tWo. 

[0003] Combined dog leashes and ?ashlights, both retract 
able and non-retractable dog leashes, are knoWn in the prior 
art. AfeW examples can be seen in US. Pat. No. 5,558,044 
issued to Nasser, Jr. et al.; US. Pat. No. 5,762,029 issued to 
DuBois et al.; and US. Pat. No. 5,887,550 issued to Levine 
et al. The combination ?ashlights and retractable dog leashes 
are larger and Weigh more than a retractable leash Without a 
?ashlight. A ?ashlight is unnecessary during the daylight 
and thus there is no need to carry a larger, more cumbersome 
device than is essential. 

[0004] US. Pat. No. 5,429,075 is directed to a combina 
tion of a non-retractable pet leash and ?ashlight. The device 
includes both a tubular structure having a sWitch port in the 
side thereof The tubular structure is attached to the handle of 
a dog leash With complementary strips of a hook and loop 
type fasteners, knoWn as Velcro®. HoWever, the length of 
the dog leash can not be adjusted, and the ?ashlight and 
attached device appear to be aWkWard to use as they are in 
the Way of the person holding the leash. Also, the handle of 
the dog leash must be pliable as the section of the handle 
Which includes the Velcro® must be straightened, and stay 
straightened, so to that the tubular member can be attached 
to it. 

[0005] It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
device Which may be removably attached to a retractable 
dog leash. 

[0006] Another objective of the present invention is to 
provide a device Which maintains the ?ashlight in one 
location on the handle of the dog leash Without sliding 
around the handle. 

[0007] Still another objective of the present invention is to 
provide a device Which is easy to used and inexpensive to 
manufacture. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] A device for removably attaching a ?ashlight to a 
retractable dog leash or any other device Which one Wishes 
to use in conjunction With a ?ashlight. The device includes 
a ?exible, elongated Webbed base. A segment of elastic is 
attached to the top side of the base to create an aperture 
betWeen the base and the elastic in Which a ?ashlight may be 
inserted and later removed. Complementary Velcro® straps 
are attached to the base such that the segments may be 
Wrapped around the handle of a retractable dog leash, 
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coupled to each other to maintain the ?ashlight in place and 
uncoupled at a later time to remove the device from the 
leash. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] Other objects, features and advantages of the 
present invention Will become more apparent in light of the 
folloWing detailed description in connection With the accom 
panying draWings, Wherein: 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a device to remov 
ably couple a ?ashlight onto a retractable dog leash in 
accordance With the present invention; and 

[0011] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the device attached 
to retractable dog leash and having a ?ashlight positioned 
Within the device. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0012] As illustrated in the draWings, a device to remov 
ably attach a ?ashlight to a retractable dog leash 12 is shoWn 
at 10. The device 10 includes an elongated base material 14. 
The base 14 should be strong but ?exible. Each end 16, 18 
of the elongated base or strip 14 is folded in on itself to the 
center 20 of the strip 14 and seWn in place, as close to the 
edges 22 as possible. A heavy duty elastic segment 24 is 
folded in a substantially U-shape 26. For added strength, the 
edges 28 of the U-shape 26 are folded over onto themselves 
before being stitched to the prepared base 14. The combi 
nation of the U-shaped elastic member 24 and the elongated 
base material 14 create an aperture 30. The aperture 30 as 
illustrated in the ?gures is dimensioned to receive and 
accommodate a shank portion of a standard high intensity, 
smaller diameter ?ashlight 32, such as an AA or an AAA 
cell ?ashlight. HoWever, if desired, a larger siZed aperture 
can be created by using alternatively siZed materials. 

[0013] TWo straps 33, 34 attached to the bottom of the base 
Webbing 14 Wrap around the handle 36 of the dog leash 12 
to hold the device in place. The mating faces of the straps 
include hook 33 and loop 34 fastener material, the leading 
brand knoWn as Velcro®. The straps 33, 34 may be seWn 
onto the back of the Webbing. The tWo straps 33, 34 may 
overlap so that the seWing step can completed in one step, 
rather than seWing each strap individually and to ensure the 
strength of the attachment of the straps to the base. To 
remove the device 10 from the dog leash 12, one strap 33 is 
pull aWay from its mating surface 38 and the device is then 
uncoupled from the dog leash handle 36. 

[0014] The base material 14 may be selected from poly 
meric Webbing, nylon, polypropylene, cotton or other simi 
lar type of material. Webbing has a tendency to rotate around 
plastic materials such as those used to in dog leashes. To 
prevent the device from rotating around the handle, a 
non-skid material 38 is placed on the back of the loop 
portion of the Velcro® strap 34. The non-skid material 38 
may include a non-skid fabric seWn thereon, a non-skid 
coating of PVC or neoprene or any other material having 
non-skid characteristics. 

[0015] The foregoing description has been limited to a 
speci?c embodiment of the invention. It Will be apparent, 
hoWever, that variations and modi?cations can be made to 
the invention, With the attainment of some or all of the 
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advantages. For example, the device may be attached to 
other equipment or paraphernalia to hold the ?ashlight or 
other similar shaped item in place. Additionally the mate 
rials may differ or the siZes varied based on ones needs. 
Therefore, it is the object of the claims to cover all such 
variations and modi?cations as come Within the true spirit 
and scope of the invention. 

What is noW claimed is: 
1. A device for detachably connecting a ?ashlight to a 

retractable dog leash, said device comprising: 

a ?exible elongated base member having a top and a 
bottom side; 

an elastic member attached to the top side of said elon 
gated base member to create an aperture betWeen said 
base member and said elastic member; 

means for detachably connecting said base member to a 
handle of a retractable dog leash such that a ?ashlight 
may be removably inserted into the aperture and main 
tained therein. 

2. The device of claim 1 Wherein said elastic member is 
seWn to said elongated base member. 

3. The device of claim 1 Wherein said attachment means 
include straps, each strap having complementary hook-and 
loop fastener material on one side thereof. 
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4. The device of claim 3 Wherein the straps are seWn to 
said elongated base member. 

5. The device of claim 4 Wherein a nonskid material is 
attached to the underside of the strap having the loop 
fastener material. 

6. The device of claim 1 Wherein said elongated base 
member is Webbing. 

7. The device of claim 1 Wherein said elastic member has 
tWo ends, each end being separately attached to the elon 
gated base member. 

8. A device for detachably connecting a ?ashlight to a 
secondary device, said device comprising: 

a ?exible elongate member having a top and a bottom 

side; 

an elastic member attached to the top side of said elongate 
member to create an aperture there betWeen; 

means for detachably connecting said elongate member to 
a portion of the secondary device such that a ?ashlight 
may be removably inserted into the aperture. 


