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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR GENERATING 
DATA FOR AN APPLICATION FROM DISPLAYED 

DATA 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application is related to Japanese application 
No. HEI 9(1997)-243019, ?led on Sep. 8, 1997, Whose 
priority is claimed under 35 USC §119, the disclosure of 
Which is incorporated by reference in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] The present invention relates to a method and a 
device for generating data for an application and a storage 
medium containing thereon a program for generating data 
for an application. Particularly, the method and the device 
are capable of being suitably used for information process 
ing devices such as portable information handling terminals 
and portable electronic organiZers, especially information 
processing devices using schedule or memorandum appli 
cations. 

[0004] 2. Description of Related Art 

[0005] As personal computers and various kinds of soft 
Ware become Widespread in recent years, a so-called sched 
ule book, Which has been managed With paper and pencils 
so far, has become capable of being managed on a personal 
computer. NoW it is possible to manage not only a personal 
schedule but also progress of a group Work smoothly. 

[0006] Conventionally, schedule data, based on Which the 
schedule management is conducted, is inputted manually by 
a user into a schedule on a personal computer, that is, into 
a ?le of a schedule management application on a personal 
computer. The schedule data includes, for example, contents 
of an electronic mail received from a customer indicating an 
appointment time, date and place. Conventionally, since the 
schedule data is manually inputted into personal computers, 
there may be mistakes in input. 

[0007] Mistakes involved in manual input can be avoided 
by directly transferring text of the electronic mail into the 
schedule on the personal computer using a cut & paste 
function or the like. 

[0008] HoWever, this processing must be done With both a 
screen for displaying the electronic mail and a screen for 
inputting schedule data opened. For this reason, in terminals 
such as portable information handling terminals having only 
a small area for display, operability is signi?cantly impaired 
since the screens overlay. 

[0009] As technique to overcome this problem, knoWn is 
an electronic information device disclosed by Japanese 
Unexamined Patent Publication No.HEI 5(1993)-20274. In 
this electronic information device, a document is produced 
beforehand to include a plurality of sentences each headed 
by a key Word indicative of an attribution of the sentence. 
The key Word indicates What kind of data the sentence 
represents, e.g., date, address, name or the like. When the 
text is used on other application such as schedule manage 
ment, the text is scanned. A sentence in the text Which is 
found by scanning to have a key Word indicative of its 
attribution on the head is extracted as a sentence of the 

Aug. 23, 2001 

attribution corresponding to the key Word. The extracted 
sentence is recorded in format data corresponding to its 
attribution. 

[0010] HoWever, in such an electronic information han 
dling device, a user must alWays produce sentences With 
paying attention to the key Words de?ning the attributions 
thereof. In other Word, before one produces a text, one must 
alWays consider Whether or not the produced text is to be 
used on another application. Further, the disclosed invention 
does not function on sentences Without key Words indicative 
of their attributions added on their heads beforehand, and 
therefore does not function on a text such as an electronic 

mail Which has not been produced by the user. Further, even 
in the case Where all sentences in a text are of the same 
attribution, the attribution key Words must be designated on 
the head of every sentence. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] In vieW of the above-described circumstances, the 
present invention is to provide a method and a device for 
generating data for an application in Which an attribution is 
set to a selected character string in an existing text and the 
character string is transferred to a place corresponding to the 
attribution. 

[0012] The present invention provides a method for gen 
erating data for an application comprising the steps of 
determining a character string composed of at least one 
character to be transferred from a text displayed by display 
means, designating an attribution for the determined char 
acter string, and transferring the determined character string 
to a place corresponding to the designated attribution. 

[0013] According to the present invention, since the deter 
mined character string is transferred to the place correspond 
ing to the designated attribution, it is possible to separately 
create a neW sentence from the character string in the 
existing text for Which the attribution is designated. 

[0014] In other Words, When an electronic mail related to 
an appointment is received, for example, it is possible to 
select a sentence indicating an appointed place, and transfer 
and record the sentence as schedule data or the like in a 
schedule management application. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW illustrating a general 
appearance of an application data generating device in 
accordance With an embodiment of the present invention; 

[0016] FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective vieW illustrating 
an input/output section of the application data generating 
device; 
[0017] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an overall 
constitution of the application data generating device; 

[0018] FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating the applica 
tion data generating device on the basis of functions; 

[0019] FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary screen for reading 
an electronic mail in accordance With an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

[0020] FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary screen for captur 
ing data in accordance With an embodiment of the present 
invention; 
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[0021] FIG. 7 illustrates the selection of textual informa 
tion in accordance With an embodiment of the present 
invention; 
[0022] FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary attribution display 
screen in accordance With an embodiment of the present 

invention; 
[0023] FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary screen for checking 
data to be transferred in accordance With an embodiment of 
the present invention; 

[0024] FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary screen for desig 
nating Where to transfer the selected textual information in 
accordance With an embodiment of the present invention; 

[0025] FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary screen for indi 
cating the completion of transfer in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

[0026] FIG. 12 illustrates an exemplary screen for cap 
turing data and displaying attributions in the case Where the 
attribution is not speci?ed in a sentence in accordance With 
an embodiment of the present invention; 

[0027] FIG. 13 illustrates an exemplary screen for check 
ing a block transfer in accordance With an embodiment of 
the present invention; 

[0028] FIG. 14 is a ?oWchart illustrating a data transfer 
process in accordance With an embodiment of the present 
invention; and 

[0029] FIG. 15 is a ?oWchart illustrating a block data 
transfer process in accordance With an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0030] In the present invention, various kinds of display 
devices can be used as display means. Examples of such 
devices are a CRT display, a liquid crystal display and an EL 
display. 
[0031] The character string in the text displayed on the 
display means may be composed of character codes of any 
kind including sign and symbol codes. 

[0032] The text may be an electric mail received from an 
external medium. 

[0033] The attribution set to the character string may be 
such that indicates What kind of data the character string is 
related to, e.g., address, name, telephone number, date, time, 
the content of a schedule, etc. The attribution may be 
represented by an identifying code of three or four bits, or 
the like. 

[0034] In the present invention, transfer means to capture 
text in an electric mail received externally into an applica 
tion running on the same equipment that the method of the 
present invention is used on, as data for the application, for 
example. 
[0035] Accordingly, the place to Which the character string 
is transferred may be a memory area for schedule data in a 
schedule application for schedule management running on 
the same equipment. 

[0036] In the above-described construction, the determi 
nation of the character string, the designation of the attri 

Aug. 23, 2001 

bution and the transfer of the character string may be 
executed by repeating a plurality of times the determination 
of a character string and the designation of an attribution for 
the character string, and then transferring the determined 
plural character strings to the places corresponding to the 
designated attributions by a single operation. Thereby the 
plural character strings can be transferred at a time. 

[0037] More particularly, When an electronic mail related 
to an appointment is received, sentences indicating an 
appointed place, time and the like can be sequentially 
selected and then transferred as schedule data or the like in 
the schedule management application at a time. 

[0038] Also the determination of the character string, the 
designation of the attribution and the transfer of the char 
acter string may be executed by determining all the text 
displayed on the display means, designating a single attri 
bution for all the text and transferring all the text to a single 
place, automatically by actuating a speci?c key. With this 
construction, the text can automatically be transferred to the 
same place. 

[0039] More particularly, When an electronic mail related 
to an appointment is received, all sentences can be auto 
matically transferred and recorded as schedule data or the 
like in the schedule management application only by a single 
operation Without need to select textual information indi 
cating, for example, an appointed place or set the attribution 
to the textual information. 

[0040] In another aspect, the present invention provides a 
device for generating data for an application. The device 
comprises determination means for determining a character 
string composed of at least one character to be transferred 
from a text displayed by display means; attribution desig 
nating means for designating an attribution for the deter 
mined character string; and transfer means for transferring 
the determined character string to a place corresponding to 
the designated attribution. 

[0041] The present invention further provides a computer 
readable record medium containing thereon a program to 
cause a computer operation to perform the above-described 
processes for generating application data. 

[0042] Suitable examples of the storage media are a CD 
ROM, a ?oppy disk and an IC card. HoWever, also usable 
are storage devices shared With other devices such an inner 
memory of a CPU, a hard disk and a ?le server via a 
communication function. 

[0043] The present invention is described in detail by Way 
of example thereof With reference to the accompanying 
draWings. 

[0044] In the folloWing description, the present invention 
is explained by examples in Which a received electronic mail 
(e-mail) is captured as schedule data. HoWever, these 
examples are not construed to limit the scope of the inven 
tion. The invention can realiZe an easy transfer of data to 
other applications by being modi?ed into such forms 
Wherein an e-mail is captured into a memorandum applica 
tion and schedule data is captured into an address book 
application, for example. 

[0045] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW illustrating a general 
appearance of an application generating device in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention. 
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[0046] In FIG. 1, the device of the invention includes a 
main unit cabinet 1 and a cover 3. 

[0047] The cabinet 1 has an input/output section 2 com 
prised of a display section and a transparent tablet Which are 
integral With each other, an infrared communication section 
not shoWn, a pen holder not shoWn, and the like. The cabinet 
2 contains therein a poWer supply section for supplying 
poWer to sections requiring poWer such as the input/output 
section 2, the infrared communication section and control 
circuits for controlling the input/output section 2, the infra 
red communication section, an interface and the like. 

[0048] The input/output section 2 Will be described in 
detail later With reference to FIG. 2. 

[0049] The cover 3 is connected to the rear side of the 
cabinet 1 With hinges. The cover 3 pivots to cover the 
input/output section 2 and serves to protect the input/output 
section 2 When the device is carried. 

[0050] On a side of the cabinet 1, there is provided a poWer 
supply sWitch 8 for sWitching on/off the poWer supply to the 
main unit. 

[0051] FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective vieW illustrating 
the input/output section 2. 

[0052] The input/output section 2 has an integral construc 
tion of a thin liquid crystal display 2-1 of matrix system 
capable of displaying characters and a transparent tablet 2-2 
Which is large enough to cover the liquid crystal display 2-1. 

[0053] The liquid crystal display 2-1 may be provided 
With a back light of an EL panel or the like on the rear side 
thereof as required. 

[0054] The transparent tablet 2-2 is comprised of tWo 
transparent sheets each provided With a transparent electrode 
on the inner surface thereof. The sheets are printed With 
regular spacers in the form of small protrusions to prevent 
the electrodes from contacting each other in a normal state. 
When the transparent tablet 2-2 is touched by a ?nger or a 
pen for indication, the transparent electrodes contact each 
other. Thereby an indicated position is detected. 

[0055] By synchroniZing a content displayed on the liquid 
crystal display 2-1 and positional information of the indi 
cated position, the position on the liquid crystal display 2-1 
indicated by a user is detected. 

[0056] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an overall 
construction of the application data generating device. 

[0057] The application data generating device of the 
present invention is comprised of the liquid crystal display 
2-1, the transparent tablet 2-2, a tablet controller 4, a liquid 
crystal circuit 5, a common circuit 6, a segment circuit 7, the 
main unit poWer supply sWitch 8, a central controller 9, an 
RTC 10, a ROM 11, a RAM 12 and a program medium 13. 

[0058] The tablet controller 4 is for taking coordinate 
information from the transparent tablet 2-2. The tablet 
controller 4 is connected to the transparent electrodes dis 
posed on the tWo transparent sheets of the transparent tablet 
2-2. The tablet controller 4 detects the coordinate of a 
position indicated by the ?nger or pen on the basis of the 
contact of the transparent electrodes. 

[0059] The liquid crystal circuit 5 stores dot positions for 
lighting the liquid crystal as a bit map and send signals to the 
common circuit 6 and the segment circuit 7 as required. 
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[0060] The central controller 9 controls input or output 
data by various instructions. 

[0061] The RTC 10 clocks time by clock signals and 
outputs the present year, month, day, and time. 

[0062] The ROM 11 has a program memory area for 
storing programs to control operation of the central control 
ler 9. This program memory area stores various applications 
11-1 as Well as programs to cause the central controller 9 to 
function as a capture control section 11-2, a selected text 
control section 11-3, a neW text producing section 11-4, a 
monitor control section 11-5 and a text attribution setting 
control section 11-6. Further the area stores a user program 
11-7 Which is used by the user as purposes demand. These 
programs Will be described in detail later. 

[0063] The RAM 12 has areas for a various texts memory 
12-1, a capture-for-processing memory 12-2 and a text 
buffer memory 12-3. These memories Will also be described 
in detail later. 

[0064] The program medium 13 records programs to be 
stored in the ROM 11. In the device of the present invention, 
programs necessary for causing the device to function are 
read from the program medium 13 by use of program 
reading means not shoWn and Written in the program 
memory of the ROM 11 as translated executable program 
codes beforehand. 

[0065] The program medium 13 is an information storage 
medium constructed to be capable of being separated from 
the main unit. Suitable examples thereof are a CD-ROM, a 
?oppy disk and an IC card. As the information storage 
medium, also usable are memories shared With other devices 
such as an inner memory of the CPU, a hard disk and a ?le 
server via communication means. 

[0066] The program medium 13 stores therein executable 
programs Which is read into the central controller 9, a source 
program capable of producing an executable programs and 
an intermediate program. 

[0067] In FIG. 3, lines a, b, c, d and e are control lines 
from the tablet controller 4, from the main unit poWer supply 
sWitch 8, from the RAM 12, from the RTC 10 and from the 
ROM 11, respectively. 

[0068] With this construction, explained is a process for 
selecting a speci?c character string or speci?c character 
strings from an existing text and setting its/their attribu 
tion(s), and transferring the speci?c character string(s) one 
by one or by a single operation to (a) place(s) corresponding 
to its/their attribution(s) as (a) neW text(s). In particular, 
explanation is given With an example of transferring a 
received e-mail as schedule data for a schedule application. 

[0069] FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating the applica 
tion data generating device on the basis of functions. FIG. 
14 is a ?oWchart illustrating a data transfer process in the 
device. Referring to these ?gures, further With reference to 
illustrations in FIGS. 5 to 12 shoWing displayed states on the 
screen, the explanation is given. 

[0070] In FIG. 4, memories such as a loop counter Which 
can be realiZed in siZes of about one byte are not shoWn. 
Such memories are assumed to be realiZed by a register of 
the central controller 9 and detailed explanation thereof is 
omitted. 
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[0071] First, a screen on Which a received electronic letter 
is being read is shown in FIG. 5. 

[0072] In this state, if a user doWns an input pen onto a 
position on the transparent tablet 2-2 Which position corre 
sponds to a “capture” button of the liquid crystal display 2-1 
(an upper right button position in FIG. 5) the process shoWn 
in the ?oWchart of FIG. 14 starts. 

[0073] In STEP5001 of the ?owchart, a text (a receive 
e-mail in this example) in the various texts memory 12-1 is 
transferred to the capture-for-processing memory 12-2 by 
the capture control section 11-2, and then a data capture 
screen (FIG. 6) is displayed. An enlarged part of the data 
capture screen is a screen for explaining text selection (FIG. 
7). In FIG. 7, encircled numbers and arroWs are added on the 
actually displayed screen only for explanation. 

[0074] In STEP5002, When the user doWns the pen on the 
transparent tablet 2-2, the transparent tablet 2-2 turns to a 
state of accepting an input to handle an interrupt. An input 
control section 4-1 reads the coordinate of a position (rep 
resented by @in FIG. 7) on the transparent tablet 2-2 onto 
Which the user doWns the pen, as a starting coordinate. The 
selected text control section 11-3 Watches move of the pen 
by the user and reads the coordinate of a position at Which 
the user ups the pen, as an ending coordinate. 

[0075] This process corresponds to a process from the 
doWning of the pen onto the position 6), and then the move 
of the pen in the direction of an arroW to a position @With 
the pen kept doWn, to the upping of the pen at the position 
@, in FIG. 7. 

[0076] The selected text control section 11-3 reads a 
character string displayed from the starting coordinate to the 
ending coordinate from the capture-for-processing memory 
12-2 and copies the string in a text section of a text memory 
in the text buffer memory 12-3. By this operation, “January 
8” is selected and the selected area is displayed encircled 
With a dotted line, for example, as on an attribution display 
screen in FIG. 8. 

[0077] In STEP5003, the attribution display screen (a 
pop-up screen in FIG. 8) is displayed next to the selected 
area. For “January 8” in this example, an attribution “date” 
is designated by the user doWning the pen onto “Date” 
displayed in the pop-up screen (as indicated by an arroW in 
FIG. 8). This attribution is inputted to an attribution section 
of the text memory in the text buffer memory 12-3 by the 
text attribution setting control section 11-6. 

[0078] In STEP5004, When the user doWns the pen on the 
transparent tablet 2-2, the transparent tablet 2-2 turns to the 
state of accepting an input to handle an interrupt. 

[0079] In STEP5005, the input control section 4-1 reads 
the coordinate of a position on the transparent tablet 2-2 onto 
Which the pen is doWned. 

[0080] In STEP5006, if the coordinate of the position 
corresponds to a “transfer” button (a button located in the 
upper right in FIG. 8), the process goes to STEP5007. 
OtherWise, the process goes back to STEP5002, and a 
so-called loop is performed. 

[0081] Accordingly, by repeating the process from 
STEP5002 to STEP5006, a plurality of combinations of 
attributions With character strings can be selected and set. 
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For example, the pen is doWned onto a position @in FIG. 
7 and then upped at a position @, and then an attribution 
“time” is selected on the hop-up screen in FIG. 8. Subse 
quently, the pen is doWned onto a position @and upped at 
a position @, and then an attribution “content” is selected on 
the pop-up screen. 

[0082] In STEP5007, a transfer data checking screen 
(FIG. 9) is displayed. 

[0083] Items displayed at this time are combinations of the 
character strings and their attributions selected and set in 
STETS002 and STEP5003. 

[0084] Then by the user doWning the pen on the transpar 
ent tablet 2-2, the transparent tablet 2-2 is turned to the state 
of accepting an input to handle an interrupt. The input 
control section 4-1 reads the coordinate of a position on the 
transparent tablet 2-2 onto Which the pen is doWned. 

[0085] If the coordinate of the position corresponds to a 
“next” button (a shadoWed button in FIG. 9), a Where-to 
transfer designation screen (FIG. 10) is displayed. Buttons 
displayed on the Where-to-transfer designation screen are 
related to applications controlled by the neW text generation 
section 11-4. 

[0086] Then by the user doWning the pen on the transpar 
ent tablet 2-2, the transparent tablet 2-2 is turned to the state 
of accepting an input to handle an interrupt. The input 
control section 4-1 reads the coordinate of a position on the 
transparent tablet 2-2 onto Which the pen is doWned. 

[0087] If the coordinate of the position corresponds to a 
“schedule” button (a shadoWed button in FIG. 10), the neW 
text generation section 11-4 stores a content in the text 
memory of the text buffer memory 12-3 as a neW text in the 
various texts memory 12-1. After the transfer is completed, 
a transfer completion screen (FIG. 11) is displayed. 

[0088] The process has been explained With the example 
Wherein the attributions are clearly shoWn in the existing 
text. According to the above-described method, hoWever, 
even in a text as shoWn in FIG. 12, for example, a character 
string to be captured can be selected, its attribution can be 
set With the pen, and thereby the character string can be 
inputted into a neW text. 

[0089] In this manner, a set of process can be performed 
for transferring a single or plural particular character 
string(s) in an existing text by a single operation or one by 
one to (a) neW text(s) by setting the correspondence of the 
character string(s) and its/their attribution(s). 

[0090] For example, a received e-mail is transferred as 
schedule data using a portable information handling terminal 
or an electronic organiZer. Data such as addresses, names, 
telephone numbers, mail addresses, dates, times, contents 
and the like are stored as data items of a schedule manage 
ment application used With the portable information han 
dling terminal or the electronic organiZer. At the time When 
the e-mail is received, a certain area of the received data can 
be designated, and an attribution (e.g., address, name or the 
like, in this case) can be set for the data in the designated 
area. Then, by instructing transfer, the particular part of the 
data received as the e-mail can be captured in the place of 
an item such as “address,”“name” or the like that is desig 
nated as an attribution for schedule data. 
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[0091] Then, explanation is given to a process of setting a 
single attribution for all sentences in an existing text and 
transferring all the sentences as a neW text to one place 
corresponding to the attribution only by a particular opera 
tion. For example, all sentences in a received e-mail is 
transferred to an item “content” of schedule data. 

[0092] FIG. 15 is a ?oWchart illustrating a block data 
transfer process of the device of the present invention. 

[0093] NoW, explanation is given With reference to this 
?oWchart and FIG. 4 as Well as illustrations of FIGS. 5 to 
13 shoWing displayed states on the screen. 

[0094] In the explanation of the process, unessential pro 
cesses such as exceptional processes are handled as miscel 
laneous processes on the ?oWchart. 

[0095] On the screen shoWn in FIG. 5, a received e-mail 
is being read. 

[0096] In this state, if the user put the pen doWn onto a 
position on the transparent tablet 2-2 Which position corre 
sponds to the “capture” button (an upper right button potion 
in FIG. 5) on the liquid crystal display 2-1, the process 
shoWn in the ?oWchart of FIG. 15 commences. 

[0097] In STEP5501 in this ?oWchart, a text (a received 
e-mail in this example) in the various texts memory 12-1 is 
transferred to the capture-for-processing memory 12-2 by 
the capture control section 11-2, and then the data capture 
screen (FIG. 6) is displayed. 

[0098] In STEP5502, the transparent tablet 2-2 is turned to 
the state of accepting an input to handle an interrupt by the 
user doWning the pen on the transparent tablet 2-2. 

[0099] In STEP5503, the input control section 4-1 reads 
the coordinate of a position on the transparent tablet 2-2 onto 
Which the pen is doWned. 

[0100] In STEP5504, if the coordinate of the pen-doWned 
position on the transparent tablet 2-2 corresponds to the 
“transfer” button (the button located in the upper right in 
FIG. 6), theprocessgoestoSTEP5505. OtherWise, other pro 
cess is carried out. 

[0101] In STEP5505, a block transfer checking screen 
(FIG. 13) is displayed. In this example, the attribution is set 
to “content” by the text attribution setting control section 
11-6. 

[0102] Then the transparent tablet 2-2 is turned to the state 
of accepting an input to handle an interrupt by the user 
doWning the pen on the transparent tablet 2-2. The input 
control section 4-1 reads the coordinate of the pen-doWned 
position on the transparent tablet 22. 

[0103] If the coordinate of the pen-doWned position on the 
transparent tablet 2-2 corresponds to an “OK” button (a 
shadoWed button in FIG. 13), the content in the capture 
for-processing memory 12-2 is copied to the text section of 
the text memory in the text buffer memory12-3, and the 
attribution “content” is Written in the attribution section of 
the text memory in the text butter memory 12-3. Then the 
Where-to-transfer designation screen (FIG. 10) is displayed. 

[0104] Each button displayed on the Where-to-transfer 
designation screen is related to an application controlled by 
the neW text generation section 11-4. 

[0105] Then, the transparent tablet 2-2 is turned to the 
state of accepting an input to handle an interrupt by the user 
doWning the pen on the transparent tablet 2-2. The input 
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control section 4-1 reads the coordinate of the pen-doWned 
position on the transparent tablet 22. 

[0106] If the pen-doWned position on the transparent tablet 
2-2 corresponds to a “schedule” button (a shadoWed button 
in FIG. 10), the content in the text memory in the text buffer 
memory 12-3 is transferred and recorded as a neW text in the 
various texts memory 12-1 by the neW text generation 
section 11-4. After the completion of the transfer, the trans 
fer completion screen (FIG. 11) is displayed. 

[0107] Thus, all the sentences in the existing text can be 
designated to be of the same attribution and transferred in a 
block as a neW text to the place of the same attribution only 
by the particular operation. 

[0108] For example, the user uses a schedule management 
application installed in a portable information handling 
terminal or an electronic organiZer Which are capable of 
receiving e-mails and items such as address, name, tele 
phone number, mail address, date, time and content are 
recorded as data items for the schedule management appli 
cation. When the user receives an e-mail, the user can 
transfer all data of the received e-mail in a block to the item 
“content” item of schedule data by designating the block 
transfer. 

[0109] As described above, according to the present 
invention, even in the case of a text such as a received 
e-mail, Which has not been created by the user, attributions 
can be designated for character strings in the text and thus 
neW texts of the designated attributions can be produced. 
Therefore, the neW texts can be produced ef?ciently. 

[0110] Further, the present invention is effective in pro 
ducing neW texts from existing texts. Accordingly, When the 
user creates a text Which may be utiliZed as an existing text 
in the future, the user does not need to consider future 
utiliZation of the text. 

[0111] Still further, if an entire text is attributed to the 
same attribution like a memorandum, the attribution of 
character strings need not be designated. Therefore, in 
producing a neW text from an existing text, ef?cient opera 
tion can be ensured. 

[0112] According to the present invention, even a text 
Which has not been created by the user, such as a received 
e-mail, can be efficiently utiliZed for producing a neW text, 
by designating an attribution for a character string in the text 
and producing a neW text of the designated attribution. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for generating data for an application com 

prising the steps of: 

determining a character string composed of at least one 
character to be transferred from a text displayed by 
display means; 

designating an attribution for the determined character 
string; and 

transferring the determined character string to a place 
corresponding to the designated attribution. 

2. The method according to claim 1, Wherein the text is an 
electric mail received from an external medium. 

3. The method according to claim 1, Wherein the attribu 
tion is an identi?cation code for identifying schedule data 
including an address, name, telephone number, mail address 
and content of schedule. 




