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(57) ABSTRACT 

The occupant protective apparatus comprises one or more 
seats 1 respectively supported on a vehicle body so as to be 
movable along the direction of a force acting on the vehicle 
body in the case of a collision and each including a seat belt 
3 for constraining an occupant 2 seated on the seat 1, a 
battery 5, as an inertia mass member, supported on the 
vehicle body in such a manner that, When the vehicle body 
stops suddenly in the collision, it continues to move in the 
advancing direction of a vehicle in Which the vehicle has 
been advancing until the time just before the collision 
occurs, and, a mutually reversing mechanism (in the illus 
trated embodiment, a pair of parallel links 6) for connecting 
together the seat and inertia mass member in such a manner 
that they can move the seat in the opposite direction to the 
moving direction of the inertia mass member in the collision. 
Due to this, for example, in case Where a vehicle running in 
the advancing direction thereof collides head on With a 
structure on the road, backward going acceleration is applied 
to the seat at the same time With the occurrence of the 
vehicle head-on collision to thereby generate in the seat 
higher deceleration than the deceleration of the vehicle body. 
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OCCUPANT PROTECTIVE APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to an occupant pro 
tective apparatus and, in particular, to an occupant protective 
apparatus Which is capable of reducing deceleration to be 
applied to an occupant When a vehicle collision occurs. 

[0002] Recently, in order to enhance the effect of occupant 
protection in a collision, there have been proposed various 
vehicle body structures in Which a deforming mode of the 
other remaining portions of a vehicle body than the passen 
ger room portion of the vehicle body in a collision is set 
properly to thereby be able not only to reduce the decelera 
tion of the passenger room portion of the vehicle body but 
also to prevent the deformation of the other remaining 
portions of the vehicle body from extending over to the 
passenger room portion of the vehicle body (see Japanese 
Patent Unexamined Publication No. Hei. 7-101354). 

[0003] On the other hand, the deceleration of the occupant 
constrained to a seat by a seat belt can ?rstly start at the time 
When a forWard going inertial force acting on the occupant 
in the collision is received by the seat belt. Here, since the 
spring action of the seat belt cannot be removed, the inertial 
force causes the occupant to move forWard and the decel 
eration of the occupant reaches its peak value at the time 
When the extension of the seat belt reaches its limit. It is 
generally said that the peak value of the occupant decelera 
tion increases as the moving amount of the occupant due to 
the inertial force increases and, normally, the peak value of 
the occupant deceleration becomes higher than the average 
deceleration of the passenger room portion of the vehicle 
body. Therefore, in order to reduce an impact to be given 
against the occupant due to the collision, the deceleration of 
the vehicle body must be adjusted in such a manner that a 
delay in the starting time of the occupant deceleration With 
respect to the vehicle body deceleration can be minimiZed. 

[0004] HoWever, it is substantially impossible to connect 
the occupant to the vehicle body as an integral unit and, 
especially, in the case of a compact vehicle in Which it is 
dif?cult to secure a suf?cient stroke in the other remaining 
portions of the vehicle body than the passenger room portion 
thereof, it is dif?cult to reduce the occupant deceleration 
further simply using a conventional occupant protecting 
method in Which the deceleration of the passenger room 
portion in a collision is reduced by setting the deforming 
mode of the vehicle body properly. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The present invention aims at eliminating the draW 
backs found in the above-mentioned conventional occupant 
protective apparatus. Accordingly, it is an object of the 
invention to provide an occupant protective apparatus Which 
can reduce not only the siZe of the vehicle body but also the 
deceleration of the occupant at a further improved manner. 

[0006] In attaining the above object, according to the 
invention, there is provided an occupant protective appara 
tus Which comprises: one or more seats (1) respectively 
supported on a vehicle body so as to be movable along the 
direction of a force acting on the vehicle body in the case of 
a collision, and each including a seat belt (3) for constraining 
an occupant (2) seated on the seat (1); an inertia mass 

Aug. 23, 2001 

member (in the illustrated embodiment, a battery 5) sup 
ported on the vehicle body in such a manner that, When the 
vehicle body stops suddenly in the collision, it continues to 
move in the advancing direction of a vehicle in Which the 
vehicle has been advancing until the time just before the 
collision occurs; and, a mutually reversing mechanism (in 
the illustrated embodiment, tWo parallel links 6) for con 
necting together the seat and inertia mass member in such a 
manner that they can move the seat in the opposite direction 
to the moving direction of the inertia mass member in the 
collision. 

[0007] According to the present occupant protective appa 
ratus, for example, as soon as a forWard running vehicle 
collides head on With a structure on the road, a backWard 
going acceleration is applied to the seat, so that higher 
deceleration than the deceleration of the vehicle body is 
generated in the seat. Therefore, the constraining force of the 
seat belt for constraining the forWard movement of the 
occupant can be enhanced. 

[0008] Especially, the present occupant protective appa 
ratus may further include force generating mechanism (in 
the illustrated embodiment, a stopper 7) for applying a 
forWard going force to the seat after the above-mentioned 
backWard going acceleration is applied. That is, after occur 
rence of the collision, in case Where a forWard going force 
is applied to the seat With a proper time delay With respect 
to the backWard going acceleration, a forWard going inertial 
force acting on the occupant in the collision can be made 
constant instantaneously, so that the deceleration of the 
vehicle body and the deceleration of the seat and occupant 
can be made equal to each other in the early stage of the 
collision. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective vieW of a vehicle 
body to Which a ?rst embodiment of an occupant protective 
apparatus according to the invention is applied; 

[0010] FIG. 2 is an explanatory vieW of a process in the 
?rst embodiment When the collision occurs; 

[0011] FIG. 3 is a graphical representation of a decelera 
tion Waveform obtained When the collision occurs; and, 

[0012] FIG. 4, similarly to FIG. 1, is a schematic per 
spective vieW of a vehicle body to Which a second embodi 
ment of an occupant protective apparatus according to the 
invention is applied. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0013] NoW, description Will be given beloW in detail of 
the invention With reference to the preferred embodiments of 
an occupant protective apparatus according to the invention 
shoWn in the accompanying draWings. 

[0014] FIG. 1 shoW a schematic structure of a vehicle to 
Which is applied a ?rst embodiment of an occupant protec 
tive apparatus according to the invention. In the present 
embodiment, in order to constrain the movement of an 
occupant 2 With respect to a seat 1, a seat belt 3 is connected 
to the seat 1. And, the seat 1 is mounted on a ?oor 4, Which 
forms part of the passenger room portion of a vehicle body 
of the vehicle, through guide mechanism G1 such as a seat 
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slide rail in such a manner that it can be moved by a certain 
distance along the advancing direction of the vehicle With 
respect to the ?oor 4. 

[0015] Below the seat 1, there is disposed a battery 5 
serving as an inertia mass member through guide mecha 
nism G2 such as a seat slide rail in such a manner that it can 
be moved by a certain distance along the advancing direc 
tion of the vehicle With respect to the ?oor 4. 

[0016] The seat 1 and battery 5 are connected together by 
tWo parallel links 6 the respective intermediate portions of 
Which are rotatably supported on a member formed integral 
With the ?oor 4. Due to the actions of the parallel links 6, the 
seat 1 and battery 5 are able to move in the mutually opposite 
directions; that is, in case Where one of them moves forWard, 
the other moves backWard. 

[0017] Also, at least one of the seat 1 and battery 5 are 
locked to the ?oor 4 through trigger mechanism (not shoWn) 
actuatable in accordance With deceleration in such a manner 
that, in the normal running operation of the vehicle, the seat 
1 and battery 5 can be connected to the ?oor 4 as an integral 
unit and, only When deceleration of a given value or higher 
is applied, they can be moved With respect to the ?oor 4. 

[0018] On a projecting portion 8 made of a rigid body and 
formed integral With the ?oor 4, speci?cally at a position 
thereof, Which is opposed to the rear surface of the seat 1, 
there is arranged a stopper 7 Which is used to limit the 
backWard movement of the seat 1. This stopper 7, prefer 
ably, may be formed of a honeycomb structure member 
made of aluminum alloy so that, While it is plastically 
deformed, it can generate a given stress. 

[0019] Next, description Will be given beloW of the opera 
tion of the occupant protective apparatus of the invention 
With reference to FIGS. 2 and 3, assuming a case in Which 
a vehicle is collided head on With a structure on the road. 

[0020] Just at the same time When the collision occurs, a 
front side member 9, Which is formed integral With the ?oor 
4 and eXtended forWardly from the ?oor 4, starts to buckle 
and deform due to an impact load applied to the front 
bumper beam 10. At this time, the ?oor 4, Which, While 
receiving deceleration due to a deforming stress produced in 
the front side member 11, is caused to contract due to the 
plastic deformation of the front side member 9, continues its 
forWard movement. 

[0021] On the other hand, the trigger mechanism is 
removed due to the excessive deceleration that is caused by 
the collision, so that the locking of the seat 1 and battery 5 
to the ?oor 4 is removed. As a result of this, the seat 1 and 
battery 5 are both going to continue moving forWard due to 
their respective inertial forces; but, because the inertia mass 
of the battery 5 is set sufficiently large With respect to the 
seat 1, and also because the seat 1 and battery 5 are 
connected together by the tWo parallel links 6, the battery 5 
moves forWard With respect to the ?oor 4 Which is going to 
stop, Whereas the seat 1 moves backWard With respect to the 
?oor 4 (see FIG. 2-A). Due to the backWard movement of 
the seat 1, in the seat 1, there is generated deceleration Which 
is larger than the deceleration of the ?oor 4, that is, the 
passenger room portion of the vehicle body (in FIG. 3, an 
area shoWn by a). 

[0022] During the above process, the occupant 2 is going 
to continue its forWard movement due to an inertial force 
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thereof With respect to the vehicle body (in more concrete, 
the passenger room portion thereof) Which is going to stop 
due to the collision; but, since backWard going acceleration 
is applied to the seat 1 at the same time When the collision 
occurs, by the seat belt 3 that is formed integral With the seat 
1, the occupant 2 is instantaneously constrained to the seat 
1 While generating little relative speed With respect to the 
?oor 4. 

[0023] In case Where the front side member 9 continues its 
deformation and the battery 5 moves forWard, the seat 1 is 
contacted With the stopper 7. Due to this contact of the seat 
1, the stopper 7 is plastically deformed (FIG. 2-B) and, 
oWing to a stress generated at the then time by the stopper 
7, a forWard going force is applied to the seat 1, so that the 
seat 1 is accelerated forWard With respect to the ?oor 4 (in 
FIG. 3, an area shoWn by b). That is, since the deceleration 
of the seat 1 is reduced due to the reaction of the stopper 7, 
the forWard inertial force applied to the occupant 2 in the 
early stage of the collision 2 can be made constant instan 
taneously. By the Way, the rate of variation of the decelera 
tion in this area can be adjusted according to the deforming 
characteristic of the stopper. 

[0024] In the late stage of the collision, just at the same 
time When the stopper 7 is bottomed, the deceleration of the 
seat 1 increases again (in FIG. 3, an area shoWn by c); and, 
after then, the seat 1 and ?oor 4 continue to decelerate as an 
integral unit With the deceleration that is determined by the 
deforming stress of the front side member 9. Also, in this 
state, because, as described above, the relative speed 
betWeen the occupant 2 and ?oor 4 is Zero, and also because 
the constraining load of the seat belt 3 balances Well With the 
deceleration of the vehicle body in the late stage of the 
collision, the occupant 2 continues to decelerate integrally 
With the ?oor 4 (see FIG. 2-C). That is, in this state, the 
deceleration of the occupant is equal to the deceleration of 
the vehicle body until the vehicle body stops perfectly (in 
FIG. 3, an area shoWn by d). 

[0025] To reduce the impact given to the occupant 2 in the 
collision, ?rstly, it is important to reduce the deceleration of 
the occupant. In vieW of this, as described above, in case 
Where there is set a deceleration Waveform (Which is shoWn 
by a solid line in FIG. 3) in Which, in the early stage of the 
collision, the higher deceleration than the average decelera 
tion of the vehicle body is generated in the seat 1 and seat 
belt 3 for a short period of time, neXt, the oppositely going 
acceleration is generated in the seat 1 and seat belt 3 for a 
short period of time, and, after then, the seat 1 and seat belt 
3 are alloWed to decelerate With the average vehicle body 
deceleration, When compared With a vehicle Which does not 
incorporate therein the present occupant protective appara 
tus, the deceleration of the occupant can be reduced in such 
a manner as shoWn by a broken line in FIG. 3, assuming that 
the respective vehicle bodies of the tWo vehicles are 
deformed in the same amount. 

[0026] In order to enhance the effects of the invention 
structured in the above-mentioned manner, preferably, the 
deforming characteristic of the front side member 9, the 
elastic characteristic of the seat belt 3, the inertia mass of the 
battery 5, the moving amount of the seat 1, and the deform 
ing characteristic of the stopper 7 may be set properly such 
that, at the time When the relative speed betWeen the seat 1 
and ?oor 4 becomes Zero as Well as the deceleration of the 
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seat 1 and the deceleration of the ?oor 4 are equal to each 
other, the relative speed betWeen the occupant 2 and ?oor 4 
can approach Zero as much as possible and the constraining 
load of the seat belt 3 can balance as equally as possible With 
the vehicle body deceleration in the late stage of the colli 
s1on. 

[0027] NoW, FIG. 4 shoWs a second embodiment of an 
occupant protective apparatus according to the invention. In 
the present embodiment, as a mutually reversing mechanism 
for moving the seat 1 and battery 5 in their mutually opposite 
directions, there are used a pinion 11 Which is rotatably 
supported on the ?oor 4, and rack gears 12, 13 Which are 
respectively ?xed to the seat 1 and battery 5, While the rack 
gears 12, 13 are meshingly engaged With the upper and 
loWer sides of the pinion 11 respectively. In the second 
embodiment as Well, in the case of a collision, When the 
battery 5 is moved forWard, the seat 1 is moved backWard. 
That is, there can be obtained a similar operation to the 
previously described ?rst embodiment. 

[0028] By the Way, the inertia mass member is not limited 
to the above-mentioned battery 5 but it is also possible to use 
other member such as an engine or a transmission, provided 
that it can secure given inertia mass and, in the collision, it 
can be moved in the advancing direction of the vehicle due 
to an inertial force. 

[0029] While there has been described in connection With 
the preferred embodiment of the invention, it Will be obvious 
to those skilled in the art that various changes and modi? 
cations may be made therein Without departing from the 
invention, and it is aimed, therefore, to cover in the 
appended claim all such changes and modi?cations as fall 
Within the true spirit and scope of the invention. 

[0030] As has been described heretofore, according to the 
invention, in the collision, the inertia mass member is moved 
in the acting direction of the collision load to thereby 
accelerate the seat With a seat belt in the opposite direction 
to the advancing direction of the vehicle, so that the higher 
deceleration than the vehicle body deceleration is generated 
in the seat and seat belt in the early stage of the collision to 
thereby enhance the constraining force of the occupant and, 
neXt, the acceleration going in the opposite direction to the 
direction of the above acceleration is generated by the force 
generating mechanism in the seat and seat belt to thereby 
control an increase in the inertial force of the occupant going 
to move forWard, Whereby, in the late stage of the collision, 
the deceleration of the vehicle body can be made equal to the 
deceleration of the seat and occupant. Therefore, according 
to the invention, a deceleration Waveform preferable for 
reduction of the occupant deceleration can be generated in 
the seat and seat belt, Which makes it possible to reduce 
greatly the peak value of the occupant deceleration With a 
smaller vehicle body deforming amount than in the conven 
tional occupant protective apparatus. Also, since the moving 
amount of the occupant Within the passenger room With 
respect to the vehicle body can be minimiZed, it is possible 
to reduce the possibility of a secondary collision in Which 
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the occupant can be butted against structures eXisting Within 
the passenger room and can be thereby damaged. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An occupant protective apparatus comprising: 

a seat supported on a vehicle body so as to be movable 
along a direction of a force acting on said vehicle body 
in the case of a vehicle collision, said seat including a 
seat belt for constraining an occupant seated on said 

seat; 

an inertia mass member supported on said vehicle body so 
as to be continuously movable, When said vehicle body 
stops suddenly in the vehicle collision, in the advancing 
direction of the vehicle in Which said vehicle has been 
advancing until the time just before said collision 
occurs; and, 

a mutually reversing mechanism connecting said seat and 
said inertia mass member together so as to move said 
seat in the opposite direction to the moving direction of 
said inertia mass member When said collision occurs. 

2. The occupant protective apparatus as set forth in claim 
1, Wherein said inertia mass member is a battery. 

3. The occupant protective apparatus as set forth in claim 
1, Wherein mutually reversing mechanism is a link member 
connecting said seat and said inertia mass member. 

4. The occupant protective apparatus as set forth in claim 
1, Wherein mutually reversing mechanism comprises: 

a ?rst rack gear attached to said seat; 

a second rack gear attached to said inertia mass member; 
and 

a pinion intermeshed With said ?rst and second rack gears. 
5. The occupant protective apparatus as set forth in claim 

1, further comprising: 

a guide rail attached to said vehicle body so as to make, 
said inertia mass member being slidable along said 
guide rail. 

6. The occupant protective apparatus as set forth in claim 
1, further comprising: 

a stopper attached to said vehicle body and being plasti 
cally deformable When said stopper undergoes a pre 
determined force or more. 

7. The occupant protective apparatus as set forth in claim 
6, Wherein said stopper is made of an aluminam alloy. 

8. The occupant protective apparatus as set forth in claim 
6, Wherein said stopper has a honeycomb structure. 

9. The occupant protective apparatus as set forth in claim 
1, further comprising: 

a force generating mechanism for applying said seat a 
force going in the opposite direction to the moving 
direction of the said seats in said collision. 

10. The occupant protective apparatus as set forth in claim 
9, Wherein said force generating mechanism is a plastically 
deformable stopper. 


