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IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates to an identi?cation system 
for verifying the identify of a person. 

[0002] It is often necessary to con?rm that someone 
instructing a transaction is Who they claim to be or that they 
are authorised to carry out a particular transaction. Identi 
?cation cards carrying a photograph of authorised personnel 
are Well knoWn as are cards, eg bank cards, having a 
magnetic strip containing details of a four digit code Which 
can be compared to a code inputted by the carrier of a card 
into a card receiving machine. 

[0003] Identi?cation cards of the ?rst type having a pho 
tograph on their surface Which is alWays visible may be 
tampered With. For example, the photograph may be 
removed and replaced With another. Furthermore, such cards 
cannot be used for a remote identi?cation as they cannot be 
used to generate an identi?cation signal Which may be 
transmitted to a location remote from the card carrier and the 
card. This means that the card is not suitable for identi?ca 
tion of someone authorising the transaction over, for 
example, the telephone. 

[0004] The magnetic strip type of identi?cation card 
results in a ‘yes’ or a ‘no’ signal. The strip merely stores a 
code corresponding to the authorised card user’s input code 
and does not produce an identi?cation signal Which can be 
transmitted to a remote display to generate a display char 
acteristic of the carrier of the card and readily identi?able 
thereWith. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The invention is de?ned in claims 1 or 8 to Which 
reference should noW be made. 

[0006] Embodiments of the invention of claims 1 and 8 
alloW one to generate a signal Which can be transmitted to 
a remote display to produce a display readily identi?able 
With a particular user by someone monitoring the display. 

[0007] Preferably, the second memory of claim 8 stores a 
bit map corresponding to an image of, the face of the carrier 
of the card Which is transmitted to a remote display to 
generate an image of the carrier of the card. This results in 
an identi?cation signal Which is dif?cult to replicate by a 
forger and yet Which can be easily generated and transmitted 
by the user of the card. 

[0008] Preferred features of the invention are described in 
the claims appendant on claims 1 and 8 to Which reference 
should noW be made. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] An embodiment of the invention Will noW be 
described, by Way of example, With reference to the accom 
panying ?gures in Which: 

[0010] FIG. 1 illustrates (not to scale) a remote identi? 
cation system; 

[0011] FIG. 2 illustrates (not to scale) an alternative 
embodiment of the system; 
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[0012] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the How of informa 
tion corresponding to the system in FIGS. 1 or 2; 

[0013] FIG. 4 is a schematic illustration of the construc 
tion of a terminal for use in the remote identi?cation system 
of FIGS. 1 to 3; 

[0014] FIG. 5 illustrates apparatus for storing signals 
representative of a ?ngerprint pattern and an image or a data 
processing card; and 

[0015] FIG. 6 is a block diagram of the How of informa 
tion corresponding to the system embodied by the apparatus 
of FIGS. 1 or 2 and 5. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] FIG. 1 illustrates a remote identi?cation system for 
verifying the identity of a card carrier at a location remote 
from an operator processing a transaction. The embodiment 
is particularly suitable, eg, for verifying the identify of the 
person giving telephone instructions for is banking, stock 
broking, or dealing transactions. 

[0017] A card 1, for example a PCMCIA (i.e. card 
approved by Personal Computer Memory Card International 
Association) card, has an in-built ?ngerprint sensor 2 and 
on-card memory 3 and data processing means 4. The card, 
data processing and ?ngerprint sensor construction may be 
as described in International Patent Application No. WO94/ 
25938, European Patent Application No.EP0459808 or UK 
Patent Application No. GB2243235. 

[0018] A card reader having a card receiving slot 6 is 
incorporated in a ?rst telephone 7, for use for example, by 
a ?rst person for instructing a second person to carry out a 
transaction. A second telephone 8 in communication With 
the ?rst telephone 7 for use for example by a second person 
being instructed to carry out the transaction incorporates a 
display system 9 and/or is connected to an external display 
system 9a. 

[0019] When the card carrier (caller No.1) using the ?rst 
telephone 7 to instruct a transaction Wishes to identify 
himself, he inserts the card 1 in the slot 6 and presses doWn 
on the ?ngerprint sensor 2 With the tip of one of his ?ngers. 
As described in more detail beloW, the sensed ?ngerprint 
pattern is compared With a stored ?ngerprint pattern corre 
sponding to the authorised carrier of the card. This stored 
pattern is held in an on-card memory 3. 

[0020] The sensing and comparison of ?ngerprint patterns 
may be as described in EP045 9808, GB2243235 and WO94/ 
25938. 

[0021] If the sensed and stored ?ngerprint patterns corre 
spond, a signal representing an image of the face of the 
authorised card carrier is transmitted doWn the telephone 
line 16 connecting the tWo telephones to the second tele 
phone 8. The identi?cation display system 9 or 9a includes 
a screen or visual display unit 10 or 10a and data processing 
means 11. The data processing means 11 receives the 
transmitted image signal and causes the image of the autho 
rised card carrier represented by the image signal to be 
displayed on the screen 10 (Image No.1). 

[0022] Alternative embodiments of the invention may 
alternatively include the transmission and output respec 
tively of either any image signal and image characteristic of 
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the ?rst person or a group to Which the ?rst person belongs, 
or of an audio signal and noise characteristic of the ?rst 
person or a group to Which the ?rst person belongs. 

[0023] Referring to FIG. 2, the on-card memory means 3 
includes a ?rst memory 12 for storing a signal representing 
the ?nger print pattern of the authorised carrier of the card, 
and a second memory 13 storing in digital form, ie as a bit 
map, an image of the face of the authorised carrier of the 
card. The on-card data processing means 4 includes a 
comparison means 14 for comparing the ?ngerprint pattern 
signal generated by the ?ngerprint sensor 2 and its associ 
ated data processing circuitry, With the stored signal in the 
?rst memory 12. A comparison means 14 generates a coin 
cidence signal When the stored and generated signals match. 

[0024] The coincidence signal is then used to address the 
second memory 13 and an image signal is transmitted by the 
image signal generating means 15 via a telephone connec 
tion 16 (either a radio or ?xed line) to the second telephone 
8. The second telephone set 8 is connected to data processing 
circuitry 11 Which converts the image signal supplied by the 
on-card memory and associated data processing circuitry to 
the ?rst telephone and thence to the second telephone 7, 
from the bit map stored in the second memory 13 into a 
visual display of the image of the, say, face of the authorised 
carrier of the card for display on a screen 10 (see FIG. 6). 

[0025] As shoWn in FIG. 1, the tWo telephones 7 and 8 
may be of similar construction so that each participant in a 
telephone conversation can verify the identity of the other 
participant. 
[0026] Referring to FIG. 4, the telephone 7, 8 includes a 
microprocessor board 25 Which communicates via a tele 
phone line With another telephone 8, 7. 

[0027] This microprocessor 25 includes a ?rst interface 
element 21 through Which an image signal generated by a 
card 1 is supplied to the microprocessor 25 and thence to a 
remote telephone. 

[0028] The microprocessor 25 also includes a second 
interface element 22 through Which an image signal received 
by the telephone from a remote telephone is supplied to a 
display driver 26. The display driver 26 controls a liquid 
crystal display 10 to display the image represented by the 
image signal received from the remote telephone in com 
munication With the microprocessor 25. 

[0029] The remote identi?cation or veri?cation system 
described in Which a portable data processing device such as 
a PCMCIA or PC (Personal computer) card including a 
built-in ?ngerprint sensor, data processing capacity and 
memory generates a signal representative of a human rec 
ognisable characteristic feature of a person or group of 
persons in response to the sensing of a pre-determined 
?ngerprint pattern alloWs remote veri?cation using standard 
communications apparatus such as telephones. 

[0030] The PCMCIA, PC or similar card (i.e. a card 
having a large memory, for example greater than 5 mega 
bytes, and data processing capacity) can sense a ?ngerprint 
and carry out all the data processing necessary to produce a 
signal representative if, say, an image in a form suitable for 
transmission by a standard telephone or modem. 

[0031] Data processing cards having an in-built sensor (for 
example, of the type described in WO94/25938) are rela 
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tively inexpensive to produce. This combined With the small 
amount of modi?cation required to alloW a ?rst telephone to 
receive the signal produced by the card and a second 
telephone to produce an output from this signal means that 
the described remote veri?cation system is inexpensive. 
This system therefore alloWs for secure remote veri?cation 
Without the need for expensive dedicated equipment. This is 
particularly true if the data processing card also includes, for 
example, personal information such as driving licence, pass 
port, social security or banking details and is in common 
circulation. In this scenario, the data processing card already 
in operation as an identity card could be inexpensively 
programmed to include the information and softWare nec 
essary to implement the veri?cation system described above. 

[0032] The described ?ngerprint pattern comparison 
betWeen stored and sensed ?ngerprint pattern may be 
supplemented by an additional biometric check. Abiometric 
is used herein to describe a substantially stable characteristic 
of a person Which can be automatically measured and 
characterised for comparison. Suitable biometrics for 
supplementing a ?ngerprint pattern include palm prints, 
retinal prints, as Well as facial, behavioural or linguistic 
characteristics. Behavioural characteristics may include the 
manner in Which a person Writes his signature and linguistic 
characteristics may include voice patterns. 

[0033] Asupplementary biometric may be picked up by an 
auxiliary data capture device (or if linguistic, the telephone) 
and compared With data stored on the data processing card. 
The use of a second supplementary biometric or any other 
supplementary veri?cation (e.g. passWord) increases the 
security of the system. 

[0034] Apparatus for capturing a ?ngerprint pattern and 
image for storing on a card 1 for use in the method and 
apparatus described above Will noW be described With 
reference to FIGS. 5 and 6. 

[0035] Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, a camera 31 is used to 
capture and record an image such as the face 32 of the person 
for Whom the card 1 is being set up. The image recorded by 
the camera 1 is digitised (i.e. converted into a bit map 
signal). The operation of digitising of an optical image is 
Well knoWn and a number of knoWn techniques and appro 
priate systems are suitable as is apparent to the man of 
ordinary skill. 

[0036] Acard 1 having an in-built sensor 2 is inserted into 
a slot 33 of, for example, a personal computer 35. The slot 
includes connectors alloWing data to How betWeen the 
on-card memory and data processing elements and the 
personal computer 35. The personal computer is also con 
nected to the camera 31 alloWing the digitised image signal 
produced by the camera 31 to be supplied to the personal 
computer 35. In an alternative embodiment the camera 
produces an analogue signal Which is subsequently digitised 
by the personal computer 35. 

[0037] The personal computer 35 includes a set-up pro 
gram Which takes the image signal supplied by the camera 
and, causes this to be stored in a protected memory area (the 
second memory 13) of the on-card memory for subsequent 
access and processing as described in the identi?cation or 
veri?cation method described above. 

[0038] Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, the personal computer 
35, card 1 and ?ngerprint sensor 2 are used to set up the card 
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1 such that the ?ngerprint pattern of the person to Whom the 
card is issued is stored in a ?rst memory 12 of a fuse 
protected memory area of the card. The process of setting up 
the card is described in WO94/25938 and essentially 
involves the capture and storing of the ?rst ?ngerprint 
pattern sensed by a neWly issued card. 

[0039] In an alternative embodiment of the system, the 
card 1 is programmed to contain the softWare necessary for 
the ?rst sensed ?ngerprint pattern after issuing of the card to 
be stored on the card. In this alternative embodiment, a 
personal computer 35 or data processing external to the card 
are not required to set up the card With a stored ?ngerprint 
pattern. Such a card Would be set up as is presently done 
With neWly issued credit cards; on receipt of a card having 
no stored ?ngerprint pattern the user presses his or her 
?ngerprint against the sensor 2 on the card. The on-card data 
processing then stores a signal representative of this pattern 
in a pre-treated memory area of the card. 

[0040] As can be seen from the above description of the 
set-up operation for programming a card 1, and the veri? 
cation method using a card programmed With the ?ngerprint 
pattern and image of the authorised user of the card, embodi 
ments of the present invention result in a simple inexpensive 
system for both producing secure identi?cation or veri?ca 
tion cards, and reading (i.e. using) such cards. 

[0041] A preferred embodiment of the invention Would 
include a data processing element in the telephone 7, 8, 
Which records any attempt (Whether successful or unsuc 
cessful) to authorise a transaction, as Well as details of the 
person requesting the transaction. Such details may be 
stored in the on-card memory and transmitted through the 
telephone connection subsequent, simultaneously or prior to 
the image signal. The recorded details may include the 
image stored on the card. This has clear bene?ts in tracking, 
recording or identifying those seeking to instruct or make 
unauthorised transactions. 

[0042] Although no described in detail, it can be appreci 
ated by those With ordinary skill in the art that the method 
and system of the present invention can be readily imple 
mented With pre-eXisting or knoWn hardWare and softWare. 
In the preferred embodiments described in the data process 
ing card and personal computer include data processing 
elements and associated memory elements for storing oper 
ating programs and application programs for carrying out 
the method steps described. Furthermore, one or more of the 
method steps (eg the set-up and data capture operations) 
can be implemented in either gate array logic elements or 
softWare. 

[0043] It Will be appreciated that although described 
embodiments of the invention use a small portable data 
processing device such as a PCMCIA card, the system can 
be implemented using any form of portable data processing 
device such as a lap-top, palm to palm or desk top computer 
or indeed any (i.e. non-portable) data processing device 
connected or couple to a ?ngerprint sensor and having 
sufficient memory and data processing capacity to carry out 
the necessary operations. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An identi?cation method including the steps of gener 

ating a signal corresponding to a ?ngerprint pattern, com 
paring the generated signal to a stored ?ngerprint signal, 
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generating a coincidence signal When the stored and gener 
ated ?ngerprint signals match, and using the coincidence 
signal to address a memory storing a feature signal repre 
senting a feature characteristic of a pre-determined person or 
group of persons, transmitting the feature signal to a location 
remote from that Where the ?ngerprint pattern is sensed, and 
generating an output at the remote location of the feature 
represented by the stored feature signal. 

2. A method according to claim 1 including the steps of 
providing a portable data processing device including a 
?ngerprint sensor for generating a signal corresponding to a 
sensed ?ngerprint pattern, providing a ?rst communications 
terminal having connection means for connection to the data 
processing device to alloW signals to pass from the data 
processing device to the ?rst terminal, and providing a 
second communications terminal couplable to the ?rst ter 
minal to alloW signals to pass betWeen the tWo communi 
cations terminals, the second communications terminal hav 
ing an output for outputting the feature represented by a 
feature signal supplied to the second communications ter 
minal. 

3. A method according to claim 2 Where the portable data 
processing device is a card such as a PCMCIA, PC or smart 
card having a data processing capacity and on-card memory. 

4. A method according to claim 2 or Wherein the data 
processing device includes a ?rst memory containing the 
stored ?ngerprint pattern, a second memory containing the 
stored feature signal as Well as data processing means for 
comparing the generated and stores signals, generating the 
coincidence signal, and supplying the ?rst communications 
terminal With the feature signal. 

5. A method according to claim 2 Wherein the ?rst and 
second communications terminals are telephones. 

6. A method according to claim 1 Wherein the feature 
represented by the stored feature signal is audible or visible. 

7. A method according to claim 6 Wherein the feature is 
an image of at least a portion of the predetermined person 
Whose ?ngerprint pattern is stored in the ?rst memory 
means. 

8. An identi?cation or veri?cation system including ?n 
gerprint sensing means for sensing a ?ngerprint pattern, data 
processing means for producing a signal representing a 
sensed ?ngerprint pattern, a ?rst memory for storing a signal 
representing a selected ?ngerprint pattern of a pre-deter 
mined person, signal comparison means for comparing a 
signal generated by the data processing means from a sensed 
?ngerprint pattern With the stored ?ngerprint pattern and 
generating a coincidence signal When the tWo match, second 
memory means for storing a feature signal representing a 
feature characteristic of the pre-determined person or a 
group of persons including the pre-determined person, 
addressing means for retrieving the characteristic signal 
from the second memory When a coincidence signal is 
generated by the comparison means, and display means 
connected to and remote from the ?ngerprint sensing means 
for converting the feature signal into an output of the stored 
characteristic feature. 

9. Asystem according to claim 8 including a portable data 
processing device including a ?ngerprint sensor for gener 
ating a signal corresponding to a sensed ?ngerprint pattern, 
a ?rst communications terminal having connection means 
for connection to the data processing device to alloW signals 
to pass from the data processing device to the ?rst terminal, 
and a second communications terminal couplable to the ?rst 
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terminal to allow signals to pass between the tWo commu 
nication terminals, the second communications terminal 
having an output for outputting the feature represented by a 
feature signal supplied to the second communications ter 
minal. 

10. Asystem according to claim 9 Where the portable data 
processing device is a card such as a PCMCIA, PC or smart 
card, having a data processing capacity and on-card 
memory. 

11. A system according to claim 9 Wherein the data 
processing devices includes a ?rst memory containing the 
stored ?ngerprint pattern, a second memory containing the 
stored feature signal as Well as data processing means for 
comparing the generated and stores signals, generating the 
coincidence signal, and supplying the ?rst communications 
terminal With the feature signal. 
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12. A system according to claim 9 Wherein the ?rst and 
second communications terminals are telephones. 

13. A system according to claim 8 Wherein the feature 
represented by the stored feature signal is audible or visible. 

14. Asystem according to claim 13 Wherein the feature is 
an image. 

15. A system according to claim 14, Wherein the second 
memory means stores an image of at least a portion of the 
pre-determined person Whose ?ngerprint pattern is stored in 
the ?rst memory means. 

16. An identi?cation device according to claim 15 
Wherein the second memory stores the image signal in 
digital form. 


