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(57) ABSTRACT 
Methods and apparatus for processing precomputed vieWs 
for answering user queries on a database are described. In 
accordance With one aspect, a user database query on 
precomputation strategy effectiveness is responded to by 
de?ning, based upon user database query history, an analysis 
space consisting of a subset of all possible vieWs for the 
database, and by characterizing the vieWs in the analysis 
space. In accordance With a second aspect, a structure is 
imposed on an analysis space consisting of a subset of all 
possible vieWs for the database based upon the capabilities 
of a query rewriting facility, and the vieWs in the analysis 
space are characterized. In accordance With a third aspect, an 
analysis space consisting of a subset of all possible vieWs for 
the database is de?ned, and a cost formula is applied to the 
analysis space based upon a user-de?ned subset of the data 
contained in the database. In accordance With a fourth 
aspect, an analysis space that includes a candidate vieW 
composed of a combination of tWo or more constituent 
vieWs is de?ned, and the vieWs in the analysis space are 
characterized. 
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create table product_sales 

( 
l 
/ 
1 (prod_name char(30), qtr char (5), dollars dec(13,2)); 

72 

l insert into product_sales 

Populate Product_Sales 
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select prod_name, qtr, sum(dollars) as total_sales 
from sales, product, period 
where salesprodkey = product.prodkey 

and sales.classkey = product.classkey 
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76 
group by prod_name, qtr, 

78 sf 
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l 
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80' 
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DEFINING AND CHARACTERIZING AN 
ANALYSIS SPACE FOR PRECOMPUTED VIEWS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims priority from the following 
co-pending applications, each of Which is incorporated 
herein by reference: US. Provisional Application No. 
60,079,679, ?led Mar. 27, 1998, and entitled “System and 
Method for Answering a Database Query By Utilizing an 
Advisor;” US. Provisional Application No. 60,079,670, 
?led Mar. 27, 1998, and entitled “System and Method for 
AnsWering a Database Query By UtiliZing Generated Can 
didate VieWs;” US. Provisional Application No. 60,079, 
671, ?led Mar. 27, 1998, and entitled “System and Method 
for AnsWering a Database Query By UtiliZing an Integrated 
Server;” and US. application Ser. No. 09/049,784, ?led 
Mar. 27, 1998, and entitled “System and Method for ReWrit 
ing Relational Database Queries.” 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This application relates to processing (including 
managing) and characteriZing precomputed vieWs in 
response to user queries on a database. 

[0003] A database is a collection of data, usually pertain 
ing to some reasonably Well de?ned purpose. The data 
typically has a knoWn format Which is de?ned by metadata 
The data in a database is typically stored, retrieved, and 
modi?ed by a database management system. A relational 
database management system stores information in tables, in 
roWs and columns of data, and conducts searches. In a 
relational database, the roWs of a table typically represent 
records (collections of information about separate items) and 
the columns typically represent ?elds (particular attributes 
of a record). A relational database management system may 
respond to user queries on the database by matching infor 
mation from a ?eld in one table With information in a 
corresponding ?eld of another table, and producing a third 
table that combines data from both tables. For example, if 
one table contains the ?elds EMPLOYEE-ID, LAST 
NAME, FIRST-NAME, DEPT-ID, SALARY and HIRE 
DATE, and another table contains the ?elds DEPT-ID, 
DEPT-NAME, and LOCATION, a relational database man 
agement system may match the DEPT-ID ?elds in the tWo 
tables to ?nd the names of all employees Working in a 
department in a speci?ed location. 

[0004] Users typically query, update and manage a rela 
tional data base using a data sublanguage (e.g., SQL). Adata 
sublanguage is one that may be used in association With 
another computer language for the specialiZed purpose of 
accessing data. There are many relational data sublanguages, 
including QUEL from Relational Technology, Inc. (ASK/ 
Ingres), and RDML from Digital Equipment Corporation. 
SQL has been formally standardiZed for access to relational 
databases and is Widely implemented and used, although 
there are many variations of SQL (e.g., RISQLTM from 
Informix SoftWare, Inc. of Menlo Park, Calif.). 

[0005] In the relational database model, the basic unit of 
data is the relation. In SQL, the relation is represented by a 
table. A relation is typically made up of one or more 
attributes (represented as columns in SQL), each of Which is 
associated With a data type (e.g., a character string, an 
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integer, or a ?oating point number). Data typically is stored 
in a table in tuples (roWs in SQL). 

[0006] Referring to FIGS. 1A-1D, the relational database 
tables Product, Sales, Time and Result contain columns of 
attributes and roWs of data related to those attributes. For 
example, the Product table of FIG. 1A, includes prod ID, 
product type, and bar code. Speci?c operations can be 
performed on these tables. One such operation is selection, 
Which identi?es a speci?c roW or roWs in a table. Selection 
is typically done by specifying one or more predicates that 
are used to ?lter a table to identify roWs for Which the 
predicate is true. Predicates are typically found in the 
WHERE clause of an SQL query. For example, a selection 
operation could request the selection of prod ID of 1, Which 
Would select the ?rst roW of the Product table. Another 
operation in the relational database model is called the join. 
A join operation is a Way of combining data from tWo tables 
Which is typically based on the relationships betWeen the 
data in those tables. The Product table identi?es the product 
type by prod ID, and the Sales table identi?es the amount of 
dollars associated With each prod ID/time (time key) com 
bination. The Product table and the Sales table may be joined 
through their prod ID columns. The Sales table also asso 
ciates a time key With each roW, and the Time table relates 
a day With each time key. Accordingly, the Sales table and 
the Time table may be joined through the time key values. 

[0007] FIG. 2 shoWs relationships betWeen a fact table 
and its dimension tables. Fact tables and dimension tables 
are a subset of detail tables. Fact tables are detail tables 

Which record events (e. g., a sales event). The tables in Which 
information related to the sales event (e.g., a time, a store, 
and a product) is stored are the dimension tables of the 
associated fact table. For example, Time table, Store table, 
and Product table are the dimension tables associated With 
the Sales table. The Class outboard (dimension of a dimen 
sion) table eliminates redundancies by repeated information 
(the relationships betWeen products and classes) in a sepa 
rate table. This feature is referred to as normaliZation. 

[0008] Another concept in relational database models is 
functional dependency. A functional dependency is a many 
to-one relationship betWeen columns of values in database 
tables. Afunctional dependency from column X to column y 
is a constraint that requires tWo roWs to have the same value 
for the y column if they have the same value for the X 
column. Afunctional dependency may be explicitly declared 
by a user, such as the database administrator. 

[0009] Further, relational database models provide for an 
aggregation query, Which is a query that requires the sum 
mariZation or consolidation of roWs in database tables, 
typically using a set function, such as SUM or COUNT, and 
an optional GROUP BY clause. An aggregate table is 
typically a table that summariZes or consolidates detail level 
records from other database tables. 

[0010] SQL enables users to de?ne a virtual table (a 
“vieW”) and to save that de?nition in a database as metadata. 
A vieW usually is not physically materialiZed (or “precom 
puted”) until it is needed (e.g., When a SQL statement 
references the vieW). The metadata about the vieW can 
include information such as the name of the vieW, the names 
and data types of each column and the SQL text describing 
the data the vieW produces. The metadata about the vieW is 
typically stored in the database’s metadata, but the actual 
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data that the user Will see in the vieW are typically not 
physically stored. Rather the data typically are stored in 
detail tables from Which the vieW’s roWs are derived. In the 
case of a precomputed vieW, data typically is stored in an 
associated precomputed table. In general, operations can be 
performed against vieWs just as they can be performed 
against detail tables. 

[0011] Auser may request information such as hoW many 
units of cereal X Were sold on Jan. 1, 1999. The result of that 
query may be derived from the Product table (FIG. 1A), the 
Sales table (FIG. 1B), and the Time table (FIG. 1C). 
HoWever, deriving the ansWers to each question from vari 
ous tables can be highly inefficient and time consuming. In 
order to increase ef?ciency, a database administrator may 
predict questions Which are most likely to be asked and 
precompute a table Which includes the ansWers to these 
likely questions prior to these questions actually being 
asked. For example, a store’s database administrator may 
determine that a frequently asked question is the total sum 
of sales of a given product over a period of one day 
(sum_dollars). Accordingly, the database administrator may 
create the Precomputed table (FIG. 1D) and a precomputed 
vieW associated With that table. 

[0012] The database administrator typically can not be 
eXpected to anticipate all common questions likely to be 
asked and even if all queries Were knoWn it is not feasible 
to precompute/materialiZe all results. When a query is asked 
and the ansWer is not directly available from a precomputed 
table, the ansWer to such a query typically is derived from 
one or more detail tables, a process Which may be highly 
time consuming and computationally intensive. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0013] The invention features methods and apparatus for 
processing precomputed vieWs for ansWering user queries 
on a database. 

[0014] In accordance With one aspect, a user database 
query on precomputation strategy effectiveness is responded 
to by de?ning, based upon user database query history, an 
analysis space consisting of a subset of all possible vieWs for 
the database, and by characteriZing the vieWs in the analysis 
space. 

[0015] In accordance With another aspect, a structure is 
imposed on an analysis space consisting of a subset of all 
possible vieWs for the database based upon the capabilities 
of a query reWriting facility, and the vieWs in the analysis 
space are characteriZed. 

[0016] In accordance With another aspect, an analysis 
space consisting of a subset of all possible vieWs for the 
database is de?ned, and a cost formula is applied to the 
analysis space based upon a user-de?ned subset of the data 
contained in the database. 

[0017] In accordance With another aspect, an analysis 
space that includes a candidate vieW composed of a com 
bination of tWo or more constituent vieWs is de?ned, and the 
vieWs in the analysis space are characteriZed. 

[0018] Embodiments may include one or more of the 
folloWing features. 

[0019] An analysis space may be de?ned, at least in part, 
by generating a log record for received user queries. The log 
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record may be generated from query blocks parsed from user 
queries. The process of generating a log record for a user 
query may include a determination of Whether the query Was 
reWritten to use a precomputed vieW. The process of gen 
erating a log record may include a determination of Whether 
reWritten user queries include aggregation. The process of 
generating a log record may include an identi?cation of a 
candidate vieW that could be used to reWrite user queries. 
The log record generated for a query may include informa 
tion about a precomputed vieW used to reWrite the query. 
The log record generated for a user query may include 
information about a candidate vieW that could be used to 
reWrite the query. 

[0020] The analysis space may be de?ned based upon 
capabilities of a query reWriting facility. The de?nition of 
the analysis space may re?ect Whether or not user queries 
have been reWritten. The de?nition of the analysis space 
may re?ect Whether or not reWritten user queries include 
aggregation. The query reWrite facility may be con?gured to 
impose a structure on the analysis space. The imposed 
structure may include a graph representative of hierarchical 
relationships betWeen vieWs in the analysis space. 

[0021] The analysis space may be de?ned based upon 
meta data. The analysis space may be de?ned based upon 
hierarchical relationships among vieWs. The de?ned analy 
sis space may include precomputed vieWs. The de?ned 
analysis space may include candidate vieWs generated based 
upon user query history. 

[0022] The vieWs in the analysis space may be character 
iZed, at least in part, by generating a measure of precom 
puted vieW utiliZation. The vieWs in the analysis space may 
be characteriZed, at least in part, by generating a measure of 
the bene?t of a precomputed vieW relative to other vieWs in 
the analysis space. The vieWs in the analysis space may be 
characteriZed, at least in part, by generating a report that 
re?ects current precomputation strategy effectiveness. The 
vieWs in the analysis space may be characteriZed, at least in 
part, by generating a report that includes information about 
candidate vieWs that could be created. The vieWs in the 
analysis space may be characteriZed, at least in part, by 
generating a measure of the bene?t of a candidate vieW 
relative to other vieWs in the analysis space. The vieWs in the 
analysis space may be characteriZed, at least in part, by 
applying a cost formula to the analysis space. 

[0023] Structure may be imposed on the analysis space 
based upon meta data. The structure may be imposed on the 
analysis space based upon hierarchical relationships 
betWeen vieWs in the analysis space. At least one of the 
constituent vieWs of the candidate vieW may be a candidate 
vieW. At least one of the constituent vieWs of the candidate 
vieW may be a precomputed vieW. The de?ned analysis 
space may include the constituent vieWs of the candidate 
vieW. The de?ned analysis space may not include the 
constituent vieWs of the candidate vieW. 

[0024] Among the advantages of the invention are the 
folloWing. 

[0025] The invention helps the database administrator 
With creating and evaluating the optimal set of precomputed 
aggregates to satisfy a system’s unique performance and 
space requirements. The invention provides an analysis of 
precomputation strategy effectiveness based upon user 
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query history. The invention may perform the analysis on a 
user-de?ned subset of the detail data, reducing analysis time. 
The invention may re?ne the space of candidate vieWs used 
in the analysis to consider vieWs that subsume one or more 
candidate vieWs in the subspace. The invention may de?ne 
a structure on the analysis space that alloWs a cost-bene?t 
analysis of a precomputed or candidate vieW to be deter 
mined in relation to other vieWs in the space. 

[0026] End-users and applications may continue to query 
the database as they alWays have and the query reWriting 
facility transforms the queries to utiliZe the existing aggre 
gates. The invention enables a database administrator to tune 
the database’s aggregate performance Without affecting the 
Way queries are submitted. In addition, all aggregate-related 
metadata is integrated into the database system’s catalog, 
including intra-dimensional hierarchy relationships. 

[0027] Other features and advantages Will become appar 
ent from the folloWing description, including the draWings 
and the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0028] FIGS. 1A-1D are diagrammatic vieWs of a Product 
table, a Sales table, a Time table and a Precomputed table, 
respectively. 

[0029] FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic vieW of a Fact table and 
its associated dimensions. 

[0030] FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic vieW of a client coupled 
to a database server over a netWork. 

[0031] FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic vieW of the relationships 
betWeen vieWs, tables and hierarchies. 

[0032] FIG. 5A is a diagrammatic vieW of retail schema, 
including an aggregate Store_Sales table. 

[0033] FIG. 5B is a diagrammatic vieW of a Sales table 
and its associated dimensions. 

[0034] FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic vieW of a method of 
creating an aggregate table and an associated precompute 
vieW. 

[0035] FIG. 7A is a How diagram of a method of man 
aging precomputed vieWs. 

[0036] FIG. 7B is a diagrammatic vieW of components of 
a database server. 

[0037] FIG. 8 is a diagrammatic vieW of foreign key/ 
primary key relationships betWeen an aggregate table and its 
associated dimensions. 

[0038] FIG. 9 is a diagrammatic vieW of an advisor 
con?gured to log query information and to generate candi 
date vieWs and summary statistics based upon meta data, 
including information contained in the log, hierarchies, and 
information relating to candidate and precomputed vieWs. 

[0039] FIG. 10 is a method of generating a log record 
based, at least in part, upon a user aggregate query block. 

[0040] FIGS. 11-13 are How diagrams of a method of 
generating candidate vieWs and statistical reports based, at 
least in part, upon user query history. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0041] 
[0042] A. General Features of a System and Method of 
Managing Precomputed VieWs 

[0043] Referring to FIG. 3, in one embodiment, a client 10 
may send queries to a database server 12 over a netWork 14 
to access data contained in a data store 16 (e.g., a data 
Warehouse such as the Red Brick Warehouse available from 
Informix SoftWare, Inc. of Menlo Park, Calif.). Database 
server 12 includes a query processing system 18 Which, in 
turn, includes a precomputed vieW processing system 20. 
Query processing system 18 receives queries from client 10 
over netWork 14 and, With the support of precomputed vieW 
processing system 20, executes the received queries by 
returning to client 10 data from data store 16 that corre 
sponds to the requested information. Precomputed vieW 
processing system 20 provides a systematic approach to 
precomputing aggregate data for decision-support queries. 
Before each query is executed, precomputed vieW process 
ing system 20 performs a cost-based analysis to determine 
Whether the query should be intercepted and reWritten to 
improve query performance. In addition, precomputed vieW 
processing system 20 logs statistics about query execution to 
enable database administrators to determine hoW ef?ciently 
the existing aggregation strategy is Working and to deter 
mine hoW to improve the current aggregation strategy. 

[0044] In decision support environments, a standard 
model of data is that of facts associated With points in a 
dimension space. In a retailing environment, for example, 
each sale occurs at a particular time, in a particular store, and 
is of a particular product. In this example, each sales event 
is a fact and occurs at a point in the three-dimensional space 
(product, store, time). Each dimension usually forms a 
hierarchy: product may be a tWo-level hierarchy, for 
example, With product-type at the ?nest level of granularity 
and product-category at the coarsest level. Multi-dimen 
sional data models distinguish betWeen points in dimensions 
(e.g., product-type) and attributes of these points (e.g., 
product-color). Aggregates typically are computed on points 
in the dimension space, possibly With constraints placed on 
dimensional attributes. 

I. OvervieW 

[0045] Aggregate processing in relational databases typi 
cally involves retrieving qualifying fact records based upon 
dimensional constraints, grouping the records by values for 
points in speci?ed dimensions, and applying aggregate 
functions to each group. Even With a highly ef?cient query 
processing system, aggregate queries requiring billions of 
fact and associated dimension records often Will be very 
expensive to compute. Precomputation often results in dra 
matic performance gains in aggregate processing, and aggre 
gate results at one level of granularity often can be used to 
compute (rollup) aggregates at coarser granularities. This 
eliminates the need to precompute all possible aggregates. 

[0046] As explained in detail beloW, precomputed vieW 
processing system 20 includes a query reWrite system (the 
ReWriter), a query logging and analysis facility (the Advi 
sor), and an enhanced meta data facility (the Meta Data 
Layer). The ReWriter intercepts and attempts to reWrite user 
database queries using aggregate tables; the ReWriter 
reWrites queries transparently to client applications and end 
users. The Advisor may be queried for advice on the siZe and 
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relative bene?ts of existing aggregate tables and potential 
(candidate) aggregate tables that Would be useful to create. 
The Meta Data Layer stores information about database 
objects and their relationships. 

[0047] B. Database Objects 

[0048] FIG. 4 illustrates the relationships betWeen vieWs 
30, database tables 32 and hierarchies 34. In general, a vieW 
30 de?nes a client query on data store 16. A precornputed 
vieW 36 de?nes a query and is linked to a precornputed table 
38, Which is a database table that contains the precornputed 
results of the query. In other Words, a query de?ned in a 
precornputed vieW is computed before the query is received 
by query processing system 18. In contrast, the results for a 
query de?ned by a regular vieW 40, including candidate 
vieWs 42 Which are generated by the Advisor, must be 
computed every time the regular vieW is referenced. In 
operation, a query de?ned in a precornputed vieW 36 may be 
precornputed autornatically; otherWise, the database adrnin 
istrator rnust populate the associated precornputed table 38. 
The database administrator may populate the table using, for 
example, a Table Managernent Utility (TMU) LOAD DATA 
operation or an SQL “INSERT INTO . . . SELECT” state 

rnent. The administrator may then create an associated 
precornputed vieW 36 that contains a query expression 
Which re?ects the contents of the precornputed table 38. 
Once de?ned, query processing system 18 may autornati 
cally update precornputed tables 38 to re?ect changes in 
detail tables 46 and may also reWrite user queries to use 
precornputed vieWs (and their associated precornputed 
tables). 
[0049] An aggregate table 44 is a precornputed table that 
stores the results of an “aggregate query” de?ned in an 
associated precornputed aggregate vieW 45, Which de?nes 
the aggregate relationship betWeen the aggregate table and 
an underlying set of detail tables 46. The precornputed vieW 
de?nition establishes the semantic link betWeen detail tables 
46 and the aggregate table 44 containing the precornputed 
results. In general, aggregate tables 44 contain information 
that has a coarser granularity (i.e., feWer roWs) than the 
information contained in detail tables 46. For example, in a 
retail database, the transaction-level data might be in the 
form of individual sales receipts stored in a Sales_Receipts 
detail table. The records in the Sales_Receipts table may be 
aggregated over certain time periods to produce a set of 
aggregate tables (e.g., a Sales_Daily table and a 
Sales_Monthly table). 
[0050] An aggregate query typically uses a standard SQL 
function, such as SUM or COUNT, to aggregate factual data 
(e.g., sales totals over given periods of time) contained in 
detail tables 46. Other aggregation queries use a GROUP BY 
clause to select distinct roWs of dimension data from a large 
dirnension table (e.g., distinct combinations of quarters and 
years or districts and regions). In these Ways, aggregation 
queries “roll up” roWs of data of ?ne granularity into groups 
of roWs of coarser granularity. The performance gain offered 
by the query reWrite systern derives from the precornputa 
tion of these rollups. Additional performance gains are 
achieved by the ability of the query reWrite system to reWrite 
queries that require additional rollups, involving columns of 
a granularity that is coarser than the grouping columns of the 
vieW. In other Words, the query reWrite system may be used 
to reWrite a large number of queries that do not match the 
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query de?ned in the vieW. For example, the vieW rnight 
de?ne a query that returns roWs grouped by a Month 
colurnn, yet this view may be used to reWrite queries 
grouped by the Qtr and Year colurnns, despite the fact that 
neither of these columns is named in the query de?ned by 
the vieW. This rollup capability frees a database adrninistra 
tor from having to create three separate vieWs, grouped by 
Month, Qtr and Year, respectively, or one very Wide vieW 
grouped by all three columns. 

[0051] Hierarchies 34 (i.e., functional dependencies), 
Which are inherent in Warehouse data, enable rollups to 
columns Which are not de?ned in precornputed vieWs. A 
hierarchy is a rnany-to-one relationship shared by columns 
of values. In other Words, a hierarchy frorn colurnn X to 
column Y is a constraint that requires tWo roWs to have the 
same value for the Y column if they have the same value for 
the X column. The columns may be in the same table or in 
different tables. For example, if a hierarchy exists betWeen 
the Store_Nurnber and City columns in a Store table, When 
ever the value in the Store_Nurnber column is Store#56, the 
value in the City column is Los Angeles. This relationship is 
rnany-to-one because there could be many stores in a city, 
but a given store can only be in one city. Similarly, the City 
column in the Store table may have a rnany-to-one relation 
ship With a Region column in the Market table (e.g., if the 
city is Los Angeles, the region is alWays West). 

[0052] Hierarchies alloW precornputed vieWs 36 that are 
grouped by columns of ?ner granularity to be used to reWrite 
queries grouped by columns of coarser granularity. For 
example, the existence of a Store_Nurnber-to-City hierarchy 
alloWs the Store_Nurnber values to be grouped into distinct 
City values. If a precornputed vieW 36 is grouped by 
Store_Nurnber, it is not necessary to create another vieW 
grouped by City because the same view may be used to 
reWrite queries that constrain on one or both of these 
columns. The query reWrite system uses hierarchies 34 
intelligently to reWrite queries that require a rollup beyond 
the scope of the precornputed vieW de?nition. 

[0053] There are tWo types of hierarchies: those irnplicitly 
knoWn to the query processing system, and those that must 
be explicitly declared by the database administrator. 

[0054] Hierarchies that folloW the path of a primary key/ 
foreign key relationship or result from non-nullable unique 
colurnn de?nitions are implicitly knoWn to the query pro 
cessing system. As a result, a vieW grouped by, for example, 
the Sales.Perkey column, where Perkey is a foreign key 
column that references, for example, the Period table, auto 
rnatically may be used to reWrite queries grouped by any 
combination of columns in the Period table. This feature also 
applies to queries grouped by columns in outboard tables 
(i.e., tables referenced by dirnension tables). For example, a 
vieW grouped by the Sales.Storekey column, where Storekey 
is a foreign key column that references the Store table and 
Store.Mktkey is a foreign key column that references the 
Market table, autornatically may be used to reWrite queries 
that group by any combination of columns in the Store and 
Market tables. 

[0055] Other hierarchies must be explicitly declared. For 
example, if a vieW is grouped by the Month column in the 
Period table and dependencies exist from Month to Qtr and 
from Qtr to Year, both dependencies need to be declared. 
After they have been declared, the query reWrite system may 
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use the same precomputed vieW to rewrite queries grouped 
by any combination of the three columns. Declaring these 
dependencies also improves the performance of the Advisor. 
The mechanism for declaring a hierarchy is the CREATE 
HIERARCHY command. A CREATE HIERARCHY state 
ment names pairs of columns that satisfy functional depen 
dencies and identify the tables to Which the columns belong. 

[0056] Referring to FIGS. 5A and 5B, in one embodi 
ment, a retail database schema includes a Sales detail table 
50, a Period dimension table 52, a Store dimension tale 54, 
a Product dimensional table 56, a Promotion dimension 
table 58, a Market dimension table 60, and a Class dimen 
sion table 62. The Market and Class tables 60, 62 are 
outboard tables. The dollars column in the Sales table 
represents totals per day, per store, per product, per promo 
tion. For example, a single roW in the detail table might 
record that on Jan. 2, 1999, the San Jose Roasting Company 
sold $95 of Whole-bean Aroma Roma coffee to customers 
using catalogue coupons. If users routinely submit queries 
that request sales totals per some time period, per some store 
or geographical area (e.g., per day, per region or per month, 
per state), the database administrator might de?ne a Store 
_Sales table 64 that contains sales totals for all products and 
all promotions per day, per store. This aggregate table Would 
retain the same relationship to Store dimension table 54 and 
Period dimension table 52 as the detailed Sales table, but it 
Would not reference the other dimensions in the retail 
schema. 

[0057] Referring to FIG. 6, in an embodiment relating to 
a retail sales analyst query for a report that compares sales 
totals for speci?c products during speci?c quarters, a data 
base administrator may create a precomputed vieW as fol 
loWs. In anticipation of repeated analyst queries for reports 
comparing sales totals for speci?c products during speci?c 
quarters, the database administrator creates a Product_Sales 
aggregate table using a CREATE TABLE statement 70 (step 
72). The database administrator populates the Product_Sales 
table using an INSERT statement 74 (step 76). The database 
administrator then creates a precomputed vieW associated 
With Product_Sales aggregate table using a CREATE VIEW 
statement 78 (step 80). The query reWrite system may then 
intercept user queries, such as 

[0058] select prod_name, qtr, sum (dollars) as 
total_sales 

[0059] from sales, product, period 

[0060] Where sales.prodkey=product.prodkey 

[0061] 

[0062] 

and sales.classkey=product.classkey 

and sales.perkey=period.perkey 

[0063] group by prod_name, qtr; 

[0064] The query reWrite system may replace these que 
ries With a scan of the Product_Sales aggregate table. The 
query reWrite system assigns table names, reWrites join 
predicates, and represents queries in a Way that signi?cantly 
improves query performance. 

[0065] The invention provides additional precomputation 
functionality to both database administrators and users. In 
particular, the invention provides an intelligent method for 
database administrators to determine Which precomputed 
vieWs to create and maintain. This feature is especially 
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useful because precomputing and maintaining aggregates 
for all combinations of points in all dimensions in a large 
data Warehouse is impractical. 

[0066] 
[0067] A. Meta Data Layer 

[0068] 1. OvervieW 

[0069] The Meta Data Layer (described in detail beloW) 
stores aggregate table de?nitions and enables other system 
components (e.g., the ReWriter, the Advisor, and database 
server 12) to access these de?nitions. The Meta Data Layer 
stores information about precomputed vieWs and dimen 
sional hierarchies, and tracks the state of each precomputed 
table in relation to the detail tables from Which it Was 
computed. The dimensional hierarchies enable the invention 
to deliver multidimensional database functionality, such as 
rollups from aggregates on points in a dimension to other 
points of coarser granularity in the same dimension. 

[0070] 2. Precomputed Tables and Precomputed 
VieWs 

[0071] Among the features of the Meta Data Layer are the 
folloWing precomputed table and precomputed vieW support 
features. The Meta Data Layer maintains information about 
precomputed table de?nitions and relationships that are 
accessible by database administrators. The Meta Data Layer 
also alloWs precomputed tables to be de?ned through SQL. 
The Meta Data Layer tracks Whether each precomputed 
table is in synch With its associated detail tables (i.e., 
Whether or not the precomputed table accurately re?ects the 
precomputed vieW de?nition). This feature enables the sys 
tem to handle insertions into precomputed tables and 
updates to associated detail tables, operations Which Would 
otherWise invalidate the precomputed tables. The Meta Data 
Layer identi?es mappings betWeen precomputed table col 
umns and associated detail table columns. The Meta Data 
Layer identi?es grouping columns and aggregation columns 
for the aggregate tables. The Meta Data Layer identi?es the 
aggregate expression (e.g., min(dollars) and sum(units)) for 
each aggregation column. The Meta Data Layer alloWs 
precomputed tables to have indexes built on them and 
foreign key/primary key constraints de?ned for them. These 
features alloW precomputed tables to be hooked into the 
database schema and have star and other indexes built on 
them to improve query processing speed. The Meta Data 
Layer may identify relationships betWeen precomputed 
tables, enabling the ReWriter to compute one precomputed 
table from another precomputed table. The Meta Data Layer 
alloWs arbitrary dimensional hierarchies, fact aggregate 
tables (tables aggregating facts from a fact table) and dimen 
sional precomputed tables (tables that contain only grouping 
columns) to be de?ned. 

[0072] 3. Hierarchies 

[0073] As explained above, a dimensional hierarchy is 
speci?ed using a CREATE HIERARCHY statement. For 
example, consider the folloWing hierarchy de?nition: 

[0074] 
[0075] (from product(type) to product(category)); 

II. Functional Components 

create hierarchy type-to-category 

[0076] This SQL command creates metadata representing 
the fact that type and category columns are points in the 
product dimension, and that aggregates (such as Sum(dol 
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lars)) grouped on the type column may be used to rollup to 
(compatible) aggregates on the category column. Another 
Way to interpret the CREATE HIERARCHY statement is as 
a declaration of a functional dependency betWeen tWo 
columns. 

[0077] When denormaliZed dimension tables exist (for 
performance reasons), the CREATE HIERARCHY state 
ment references columns from a single table. Hierarchies 
can also be speci?ed betWeen columns of different tables. 
Suppose that our example schema had normaliZed dimen 
sion tables. The product dimension may be represented in 
tWo tables as folloWs: 

[0078] product (prodkey, pname, type, category-key) 

[007 9] 
[0080] In this case, the hierarchy betWeen type and cat 
egory Would be de?ned as: 

[0081] 
[0082] (from product(type) to class(category)); 

class (category-key, category, category-desc) 

create hierarchy type-to-category 

[0083] Since these columns are in different tables, a join is 
required to perform this rollup and, therefore, the Metadata 
Layer requires a foreign key-primary key join constraint to 
exist betWeen the product and class tables. These join 
constraints alloW the ReWriter to perform the second class of 
rollups. 
[0084] The Meta Layer also infers implicit hierarchies 
(functional dependencies), such as those betWeen a primary 
key column and another column of the same table, as Well 
as dependencies implied by transitivity. Explicit and implicit 
hierarchies alloW the ReWriter to ansWer a large class of 
queries using a small set of precomputed aggregates. 

[0085] B. ReWriter 

[0086] A database administrator creates precomputed 
tables, loads precomputed tables (or uses existing precom 
puted tables), and de?nes associated precomputed vieWs 
With query expressions that re?ect the exact contents of the 
precomputed tables. A database administrator necessarily 
knoWs Which precomputed vieWs exist, but database users 
need not knoW this information. When a query is submitted 
by a user, the query reWrite system evaluates the precom 
puted vieWs created by the database administrator and, if 
possible, reWrites the query to select information contained 
in aggregate tables, Which typically are much smaller than 
the tables referenced in the original user query. Where 
possible, joins are simpli?ed or removed and, depending 
upon the degree of consolidation that occurs betWeen the 
detail and aggregate data, query response times are highly 
accelerated. Moreover, as explained beloW, queries may be 
reWritten against a precomputed vieW even When the query 
and the vieW de?nition do not match exactly. 

[0087] The ReWriter reWrites user queries in terms of a 
relatively small set of precomputed vieWs Without requiring 
users to manually reWrite queries or to change their queries 
When precomputed vieWs are dropped or added. The 
ReWriter intercepts aggregate queries and attempts to reWrite 
each query to use precomputed aggregates. This reWriting is 
done on a block-by-block basis, and includes correlated 
subqueries as Well as blocks in union/intersect/except que 
ries. The ReWriter uses a cost-based algorithm to choose 
among potential reWrites. The ReWriter is able to perform 
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both types of rollups. Since the ReWriter is able to rollup 
ef?ciently from ?ner granularity aggregates to coarser 
granularity aggregates in the same dimension, the total 
number of precomputed aggregates may be reduced. These 
rollups may be performed When aggregates are grouped on 
both non-key and key columns corresponding to points in a 
dimension. The reWrites are performed transparently, 
thereby insulating users from the details of aggregate pro 
cessing. Thus, user queries do not have to be changed if 
aggregates are dropped from the database or added to the 
database. 

[0088] C. Advisor 

[0089] The Advisor suggests What tables to precompute, 
and determines the effectiveness of existing precomputed 
tables based upon an analysis of query histories. The Advi 
sor also provides a facility to log activity of user queries 
against data store 16. From the logged queries, a database 
administrator may analyZe the use of existing precomputed 
tables in data store 16, and may identify for creation 
potential neW vieWs (candidate vieWs) Which may improve 
query performance. 

[0090] As data store 16 is queried, the Advisor logs 
queries that are reWritten by the ReWriter and queries that 
Would bene?t from being reWritten if the appropriate aggre 
gate table had existed. After a period of time, a database 
administrator may analyZe the aggregate query logs by 
querying statistical reports (tables) created by the Advisor. 
One report (the RBW_PRECOMPVIEW_UTILIZATION 
table) provides information about the use of existing pre 
computed vieWs in the database. Another report (the RBW 
_PRECOMPVIEW_CANDIDATES table) provides infor 
mation about an optimal set of precomputed vieWs that the 
Advisor suggests based upon user query history and existing 
precomputed vieWs. 

[0091] The Advisor system tables are generated from a 
detailed analysis of the information stored in the logs. The 
analysis is based upon algorithms that determine an optimal 
set of aggregate tables given the actual query history against 
data store 16. As part of the analysis, a bene?t is assigned to 
each existing vieW and to each candidate vieW. The BEN 
EFIT column in the Advisor system tables is a cost metric 
that re?ects the number of roWs saved by processing the 
query through the precomputed vieW rather than the asso 
ciated detail table or the next best vieW; as Well as the 
number of times the vieW has been used (for existing vieWs) 
or the number of times the vieW Would have been used (for 
candidate vieWs). 

[0092] The logging mechanism of the Advisor examines 
each user aggregate query submitted. If no precomputed 
tables exist, the logging mechanism Will record Which, if 
any, candidate precomputed tables Would be useful to 
ansWer the query. The generated candidate typically is not an 
exact match of the query, but rather one that can be used to 
ef?ciently ansWer (through rollups) a broad range of user 
queries involving the same dimensions as the user query (or 
some subset of these dimensions). In this Way, the Advisor 
reduces the number of precomputed tables that need to be 
stored. In other Words, based on actual query histories, the 
Advisor alloWs intelligent materialiZation (precomputation) 
of a subset of all possible precomputed tables (e.g., precom 
puted tables grouped on all combinations of dimensions and 
points along dimensions). 
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[0093] If precomputed tables exist and the ReWriter trans 
forms the query to use an existing precomputed table, the 
Advisor logging mechanism records information about pre 
computed table usage. If the Advisor can suggest a more 
effective (nonexistent)precomputed table as a candidate for 
precomputation, this candidate Will also be logged. 

[0094] The Advisor features a relational SQL-based inter 
face, Which is made possible by having the Advisor inte 
grated With the database server. A database administrator 
may use SQL commands to access Advisor-speci?c tables 
and obtain information on the utiliZation of existing pre 
computed tables, and on the candidate precomputed tables 
that should be created. The Advisor also features a mecha 
nism for limiting the set of precomputed tables that must be 
analyZed to a small subset of all possible precomputed 
tables. In addition, While analyZing existing and potential 
candidate precomputed tables, the Advisor uses logged 
reference counts and reWritability of one precomputed table 
by another (using the ReWriter). 

[0095] D. Server Integration 

[0096] The invention supports precomputed vieWs in a 
Way that is fully integrated into a database server, increasing 
the scope of performance optimiZations and the ability to 
share meta data With the server. Queries are intercepted and 
reWritten by database server 12, not by a separate piece of 
softWare. 

[0097] Among the advantages of full integration are the 
folloWing. Aggregation information is stored in the system 
tables along With all the other metadata for the database, 
making knoWledge of all database activity centraliZed. The 
result of this integration is consistency and the ability to use 
the enhanced meta data for query compilation and optimi 
Zation regardless of Whether precomputed vieWs are used. 
For example, if aggregate table data is out of synch With 
detail data, the system knoWs about it instantly and does not 
use the table to reWrite queries (unless requested to do so). 
In addition, optimiZation strategies are knoWn to query 
processing system 18 as a result of full integration. 

[0098] III. Detailed Operation 

[0099] A. OvervieW 

[0100] Referring to FIGS. 7A and 7B, in one embodi 
ment, a database administrator may continuously improve 
the aggregation strategy used by query processing system 18 
as folloWs. In operation, a user sends a query to database 
server 12 over netWork 14 (step 90). Initially, the database 
administrator may or may not have created one or more 

precomputed tables. If no precomputed tables have been 
created, the ReWriter cannot reWrite the query; instead, 
query processing system 18 directly accesses detail tables 46 
of data store 16 to execute the query. If one or more 

precomputed tables have been created, the ReWriter attempts 
to reWrite the query using the precomputed tables (step 92). 
The Advisor generates (and stores in a log 94 of the Meta 
Data Layer) reports for queries that are reWritten by the 
ReWriter (step 96) and for queries that Would bene?t from 
being reWritten if the appropriate precomputed table had 
existed (step 97). After a period of time (represented by 
return loop 98), a database administrator may use the 
Advisor to analyZe the query logs by querying the statistical 
reports (tables) created by the Advisor (step 100). Based on 
the information learned from querying the Advisor system 
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tables, the database administrator modi?es the existing 
precomputed table set by adding (de?ning and populating) 
neW precomputed tables or by dropping existing precom 
puted tables (step 102). The database administrator also 
creates precomputed vieWs for each of the neW precomputed 
tables (step 104). 

[0101] By this method, query performance improves, but 
the user’s vieW of the database schema does not change 
because the user queries the same set of detail tables 46 over 
time. 

[0102] B. Meta Data Layer 

[0103] The Meta Layer has tWo levels of external inter 
faces: a RISQL enhancement for the database administrator 
to de?ne aggregate table information, and programmatic 
interfaces for communicating With the other components of 
database server 12. The Meta Data Layer tracks all metadata 
information and provides a different external vieW of that 
metadata information to the database administrator through 
system tables, to a compiler, and to a loader. In one embodi 
ment, the metadata information may be created and modi?ed 
only by a database administrator using RISQL. 

[0104] 1. External User Interface 

[0105] As mentioned above, the process of de?ning an 
aggregate table involves creating a table that Will be used to 
store the aggregate data, and then de?ning an aggregate vieW 
Which de?nes the relationship betWeen the data in the 
aggregate table and the data in the detail tables. A database 
administrator may create an aggregate table de?nition With 
the folloWing expression: 

[0106] CREATE VIEW[vieW_name]AS[query_ex 
pression]USING[table_name]([table_ 
column_name]) 

[0107] Here, vieW_name is the name of the materialiZed 
vieW, table_name is the name of the aggregate table, and the 
table_column_name is the list of columns in the aggregate 
table that are mapped one-to-one in order With the columns 
that Would be returned by the query expression if it Were 
expressed as a SELECT statement. In one embodiment, the 
query_expression is limited to the folloWing form: 

[0108] SELECT [grouping_column, or aggr_col 
umn] 

[0109] FROM [table_name_list] 

[0110] WHERE [ioin_predicate_list] 

[0111] GROUP BY [grouping_column] 

[0112] The columns speci?ed in the GROUP BY column 
are the grouping columns. The grouping columns in the 
SELECT list must exactly match the columns speci?ed in 
the GROUP BY clause. Aggregate columns are columns of 
the form aggr(expr), Where aggr() is one of SUM(), MIN(), 
MAX(), COUNT(), or COUNT(DISTINCT()), and expr is a 
simple expression derived from a column or columns in a 
detail table or a numeric literal or both. In this embodiment, 
the WHERE clause may contain only join predicates that 
relate the tables listed in the FROM clause. Join predicates 
may join tables only through foreign key/primary key rela 
tionships. Furthermore, these foreign key/primary key join 
predicates may be speci?ed only outWard from the detail 
table speci?ed in the query expression. In this Way, the detail 
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table may be identi?ed by virtue of it being at the heart (i.e., 
the location from Which the foreign key/primary key rela 
tionships point outward) of the join, or by virtue of it being 
the table from Which all aggregate columns are derived. 

[0113] As With creating aggregate tables, dropping aggre 
gate tables may be a tWo-step process. First, the database 
administrator drops the vieW associated With the aggregate 
table using the DROP VIEW expression. Next, the database 
administrator drops the aggregate table itself using the 
DROP TABLE expression. 

[0114] Referring to FIG. 8, in an illustrative retail context, 
a sales schema 110 includes a sales fact table 112 With a 
multi-column primary key 114 (timekey, mktkey, prodkey), 
along With columns dollars 116 and transaction 118. Sales 
fact table 112 has a time dimension and a market dimension 
represented by a time table 120 and a market table 122. Time 
table 120 has a primary key 124 (timekey), as Well as a day 
column 126, a month column 128 and a year column 130. 
Time table 120 is denormaliZed because there is a many 
to-one mapping from day to month, and from month to year. 
Market table 122 includes a region outboard table 132 (i.e., 
a dimension of a dimension). 

[0115] In one example, an aggregate table sales 1_agg 
may be created by aggregating by both time and market 
using the key columns, as folloWs: 

[0116] create table sales 1 _agg( 

[0117] tkey int not null, 

[0118] mkey int not null, 

[0119] sum_dollars int, 
[0120] primary key (tkey, mkey), 
[0121] foreign key (tkey) references Time, 

[0122] foreign key (mkey) references Market); 
[0123] create vieW agg 1 vieW 

[0124] as select timekey, miktkey, sum(dollars) 

[0125] from sales 

[0126] group by timekey, mktkey 

[0127] using sales1_agg(tkey, mkey, sum_dollars); 
[0128] Aggregations by key columns alloWs simple rollup 
in either of the time or market dimensions. For example, a 
query that requests the total sales by region, or total sales by 
month or year, may be computed from the sales1_agg 
aggregate table. Another advantage of aggregating by 
key columns is that star indexes may be created on the 
aggregate table. For example, a star index may be cre 
ated on sales1_agg(tkey, mkey). Queries that constrain 
on these dimensions may be serviced by a starjoin on the 
aggregate table. 

[0129] In another example, an aggregate table sales 2_agg 
may be created by aggregating by non-key columns, as 
folloWs: 

[0130] create table sales2_agg( 

[0131] day int not null, 

[0132] sum_dollars int, 
[0133] primary key (day)); 
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[0134] 

[0135] 

[0136] 

[0137] 

[0138] 

[0139] 

create vieW agg 2 vieW 

as select day, sum(dollars) 

from sales, time 

Where sales.timekey=time.timekey 

group by day 

using sales2_agg(day, sum_dollars); 
[0140] The sales2_agg aggregate dimension table may be 
used to ansWer a query that selects day and sum(dollars) 
from sales and time grouped by day; the sales2_agg elimi 
nates the join from the sales table to the time table. In order 
to compute total sales by month, hoWever, the time table 
must be joined to pick up the month for each day value; extra 
distinct processing is needed because day is not a unique 
column. 

[0141] Non-key rollup performance may be improved by 
de?ning dimensional aggregate tables. In the above 
example, a time_agg table With columns (day, month, year) 
and a primary key of day Would improve query performance. 
A foreign key/primary key relationship from sales2_agg to 
time_agg along With the associated star index may be added. 
In this case, When a query asks for total sales by year 
(naming sales and time in the query), the query may be 
reWritten to use sales2_agg and time_agg, and a starjoin may 
be used When performing the query. 

[0142] The database administrator may de?ne rollup hier 
archies Which enable rollups from non-key columns to other 
columns, as folloWs: 

[0143] CREATE HIERARCHY[hierarchy_name] 
(FROM [f_table(f_col)]TO [(t_table(t_col)]ON 
fkname) 

[0144] This expression alloWs the database administrator 
to de?ne many-to-one relationships betWeen tWo columns 
that may or may not be in the same table. Hierarchies may 
be dropped using the DROP HIERARCHY expression. 

[0145] 2. External API Speci?cation 

[0146] The Meta Data Layer supports query reWriting by 
enabling the ReWriter to determine Which materialiZed 
vieWs are relevant to a query, and determine if and hoW one 
column may be rolled-up to another. 

[0147] In one embodiment, to determine Which material 
iZed vieWs are relevant to a query, the query processing 
system sends to the Meta Data Layer a list of tables in the 
query, and the Meta Data layer returns a list of compatible 
aggregate tables (including their parse trees, column map 
pings, and Whether or not they are valid). An aggregate table 
is compatible With the query if the tables upon Which it is 
de?ned (in the FROM clause) is a subset of those tables in 
the query. In an alternative embodiment, the query process 
ing system may request from the Meta Data Layer all 
aggregates built upon a given detail table. 

[0148] A combination of rollup (hierarchy) information 
and foreign key/primary key relationships may by used to 
determine Whether one column may be rolled-up into 
another column. 

[0149] The Meta Data Layer maintains certain system 
tables. 
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[0150] The RBW_VIEWS table tracks information about 
Whether or not views are materialized, and other general 
information about the materialiZed vieWs. The 
RBW_VIEWS table includes the following columns: 
NAME, CREATOR, PRECOMPVIEW, PRECOMP 
VIEW_TABLE, DETAIL_TABLE, VALID, and COM 
MENT. The PRECOMPVIEW column denotes Whether the 
table is materialiZed or not. If PRECOMPVIEW is false, 

then PRECOMPVIEW_TABLE, DETAIL_TABLE, and 
VALID are all NULL. If PRECOMPVIEW is true, PRE 
COMPVIEW_TABLE denotes the name of the table into 
Which the vieW is materialiZed; DETAIL_TABLE denotes 
the detail table on Which the aggregate table is de?ned; and 
VALID indicates Whether the data in the materialiZed vieW 
is in synch With the data in the detail table. 

[0151] The RBW_PRECOMPVIEWCOLUMNS table 
displays the relationships betWeen columns in the aggregate 
table and the detail table. The RBW_PRECOMPVIEW 
COLUMNS table includes the folloWing columns: TABLE, 
TABLE_COLUMN, VIEW, and VIEW_COLUMN. Using 
this table, the mapping to the appropriate vieW and vieW 
column may be identi?ed given an aggregate table name 
(TABLE) and column in that aggregate table 
(TABLE_COLUMN). 
[0152] The RBW_COLUMNS table provides information 
about the data types of the columns. The RBW_VIEWTEXT 
table provides additional information about the columns 
(e.g., Whether a column is a grouping column or an aggre 
gate column, and the eXpression of the aggregate columns). 

[0153] The RBW_HIERARCHIES table tracks rollup 
hierarchies by listing column relationships. The RBW_HI 
ERARCHIES table includes the folloWing columns: NAME, 
FROM_TABLE, FROM_COLUMN, TO_TABLE, 
TO_COLUMN, and CONSTRAINT_NAME. The CON 
STRAINT_NAME column Will be NULL if the 
FROM_TABLE column is the same as the TO_TABLE 
column. 

[0154] 3. Internal Features 

[0155] The Meta Data Layer stores families of structures 
(block types) in a system catalog. One family of structures 
corresponds to precomputed table column de?nitions; the 
other family of structures corresponds to rollup hierarchy 
de?nitions. The hierarchy de?nition block type is loosely 
based on the primary key/foreign key relationship structure. 
Both the hierarchy de?nitions and rollup hierarchies are of 
?Xed siZe and multiple instances ?t in a single block. 

[0156] Whenever the database administrator adds or drops 
a vieW de?nition, or adds or drops a hierarchy de?nition, the 
system catalog is modi?ed to re?ect the change. Because 
these structures mimic the foreign key/primary key relation 
ship storage, the access methods are similar. 

[0157] The Meta Data Layer provides at least tWo inter 
faces to the ReWriter for retrieving data. The ?rst retrieves 
a list of precomputed tables associated With a given detail 
table. The second determines Whether or not a rollup path 
eXists betWeen tWo columns and, if so, the Meta Data Layer 
generates a list of rollup paths. Rollup is possible if the 
FROM_COLUMN is a primary key or a non-nullable 
unique column, or if there is a rollup de?ned from the 
FROM_COLUMN to the TO_COLUMN, or through the 
transitive set of functional dependency relationships. 
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[0158] C. ReWriter 

[0159] A detailed description of the ReWriter is provided 
in US. application Ser. No. 09/049,784, ?led Mar. 27, 1998, 
and entitled “System and Method For ReWriting Relational 
Database Queries,” Which is incorporated herein by refer 
ence. 

[0160] D. Advisor 

[0161] As mentioned above, the Advisor assists the data 
base administrator in determining Which precomputed tables 
Would provide the greatest query performance improvement, 
Whether those tables currently eXist or not. Since the Advisor 
knoWs exactly What types of queries can be reWritten by the 
ReWriter, the Advisor is able to suggest directly the kinds of 
precomputed vieWs that should be built into the database. 
The Advisor provides a cost-bene?t analysis of eXisting and 
potential precomputed vieWs. The Advisor also provides a 
facility to log activity of aggregate queries against a data 
base. The logs ?les are created When logging is enabled, 
either at system startup or When activated by the database 
administrator. From this information the database adminis 
trator may analyZe the use of eXisting aggregates in the 
database, and may evaluate potential neW aggregates to 
create that, With the ReWriter, may improve query perfor 
mance. 

[0162] As shoWn in FIG. 9, the Advisor receives a user 
database query 140 from query processing system 18. The 
Advisor generates logs records for queries that are reWritten 
by the ReWriter and for queries that Would bene?t from 
being reWritten if the appropriate aggregate tables had 
eXisted, and stores these records in log 94 in the Meta Data 
Layer. The advisor uses the log records, as Well as other meta 
data, such as information relating to hierarchies 34, to 
generate one or more candidate vieWs 42. Information about 
candidate vieWs 42 and precomputed vieWs 36 are also 
stored in log 94. The Advisor also uses meta data informa 
tion to generate summary statistics 142, including the Advi 
sor system tables (RBW_PRECOMPVIEW_CANDI 
DATES and RBW_PRECOMPVIEW_UTILIZATION). 
The database administrator may analyZe the information 
contained in log 94 by querying the Advisor system tables. 
The results of queries on the Advisor system tables may be 
inserted into a neW or temporary table Which may be queried 
by the database administrator. 

[0163] 1. Logging Query Information 

[0164] When Advisor query logging is enabled, the Advi 
sor logs all queries that are reWritten to access data in 
precomputed vieWs 36. The Advisor also logs candidate 
vieWs 42 that, if they had eXisted, they Would have been used 
for reWriting queries. The database administrator may access 
candidate vieWs by querying the 
RBW_PRECOMPVIEW_CANDIDATES table. The Advi 
sor also logs information about correlated subqueries to the 
Advisor log ?les. Correlated subqueries eXecute the same 
query multiple times, but With different values. Queries that 
contain a table or a subquery that is not related (via a primary 
key/foreign key relationship) to the other tables in the query 
are not logged, hoWever, even though these queries could be 
reWritten if an appropriate precomputed vieW existed. 

[0165] Referring to FIG. 10, in one embodiment, the 
Advisor generates log records as folloWs. The Advisor 
parses and analyZes each aggregate query block in the user 


















