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(57) ABSTRACT 

Afour corner bag constructed of ?exible thermoplastic sheet 
or ?lm material having overlying front and rear Wall panels 
and a bottom sealed end. The upper portion of the bag 
includes a ?rst closure region terminating in a top sealed 
end, a second closure region disposed inwardly of the top 
sealed end, and a perforated seal or tear strip extending 
across the Width of the bag and located betWeen the ?rst and 
second closure regions. The second closure region includes 
an inner heat seal Which extends approximately halfWay 
across the Width of the bag and a reclosable fastener Which 
extends the remaining distance across the bag. In one 
embodiment, the inner heat seal is oriented transversely 
across the bag While the reclosable fastener is upWardly 
angled so that it forms a natural pour spout during use. In 
other embodiments, the reclosable fastener is transversely 
oriented While the inner heat seal is angled. In still other 
embodiments, the reclosable fastener is vertically or longi 
tudinally oriented and disposed adjacent a side edge at an 
upper corner region of the bag. In all embodiments contain 
ing a reclosable fastener, the tear strip is removed to access 
the reclosable fastener. 
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FLEXIBLE BAG WITH RESEALABLE POUR 
SPOUT 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to packag 
ing for packaging pourable contents such as breakfast cereal, 
snack food product and the like, and more particularly to a 
?exible cereal bag provided With a reclosable pour spout. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Packaging of breakfast cereal is customarily 
effected by sealing the dry cereal product Within a plastic 
bag and storing the ?lled bag Within a suitably siZed card 
board box or carton. A disadvantage With this type of 
packaging is that once the sealed bag is opened, it is dif?cult 
to reseal the bag in an airtight manner necessary to maintain 
freshness of the cereal product. 

[0003] In order to close a conventional cereal bag after the 
sealed top end has been opened, the user Will typically fold 
the opened end of the bag over onto it self one or more times. 
Closing the bag in this Way is aWkWard. Oftentimes, the user 
Will simply stuff the opened end of the bag doWn into the box 
Without regard to properly sealing the opening. Once 
opened, the conventional cereal bag is never again airtight. 
In humid climates, in particular, exposure of the dry cereal 
product to air quickly compromises the freshness of the 
cereal product. Furthermore, as additional serving portions 
of the cereal product are emptied from the bag With each use, 
it becomes more dif?cult to effectively seal close the open 
end of the bag by rolling the bag Within the depth of the box 
or carton. 

[0004] Another problem With conventional cereal bags is 
that it is dif?cult to open the sealed top end of the bag 
Without also ripping or tearing the side panel Walls of the 
bag. An unevenly opened bag often has an overhanging 
portion that blocks or traps cereal during pouring. In the case 
Where the bag is used as a liner Within a box, the overhang 
ing portion of the ripped open bag often also causes spillage 
of the cereal contents into the crevice space betWeen the bag 
and the box as the box is returned to the upright position. A 
?exible bag formed With an easily openable reclosable pour 
spout that overcomes the above-noted problems of the prior 
art Would be desirable. 

[0005] Flexible plastic bags or cereal box liners having a 
reclosable fastener or Zipper for packaging cereal are knoWn 
from the prior art. Examples of prior art ?exible plastic bags 
having a reclosable fastener are found in US. Pat. Nos. 
4,759,642, 4,946,289, and 5,080,253. In each of the bags 
disclosed is these patent documents, the reclosable fastener 
extends transversely across the entire Width of the bag. None 
of these patent documents disclose or teach a bag having a 
reclosable fastener or associated structure that is con?gured 
to form a natural pour spout When the Zipper material is 
opened. Quaker Oats currently markets a cereal bag having 
a Zipper-type reclosable fastener under the trademark ZIP 
PAK. Like the prior art noted above, the reclosable fastener 
of the ZIP PAK bag extends across the entire Width of the 
bag. The ZIP PAK bags, like most cereal bags on the market 
these days, are mass produced from a single Web of ?lm 
material using conventional in-line vertical form, ?ll and 
seal (VFFS) packaging equipment. As a result of the VFFS 
production process, the overlying front and rear panel Walls 
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of the bag are joined together by a joining ?n seal that runs 
the longitudinal length of the bag. In the ZIP PAK bags, in 
particular, the joining ?n seal bisects the Zipper-type reclos 
able fastener across the top of the bag. Thus, there is a 
tendency for the joining ?n seal to obstruct Zipper closure 
action as the user applies thumb and ?nger pressure in a 
sWeeping motion across the length of the Zipper-type reclos 
able fastener. This obstruction often results in the bag not 
being completely sealed. Dif?culty in airtight resealing a bag 
With such “full Width” Zip closures is compounded in the 
case Where the bag is also used as a box liner. 

[0006] US. Pat. Nos. 4,953,708 and 5,060,803 disclose 
?exible bags that form pour spouts When opened. The bags 
in these patent documents lack any resealable structure for 
the pour spouts and they require the sides of the bag to be 
gussetted Which increases the cost of manufacture. 

[0007] US. Pat. No. 4,332,344 discloses a ?exible pack 
age for enclosing liquid or granular products Which includes 
a tubular plastic bag and a pleated reclosable pour spout that 
is appended to the side edge of the bag. A bag of this 
con?guration is complex in design and Would be extremely 
expensive and difficult to mass manufacture using conven 
tional VFFS equipment. 

[0008] US. Pat. No. 5,611,626 discloses a bag With a 
corner tear-aWay pour spout opening. This patent teaches to 
reseal the bag after each use by attaching a separate adhesive 
patch to cover the corner pour spout opening. A draWback 
With this resealing approach is that the glue on the adhesive 
patch tends to loose its effectiveness after repeated uses. 
Also, since the adhesive patch is separable from the bag, it 
may become lost through carelessness of the user, thereby 
leaving the user Without a convenient means for resealing 
the bag. 

[0009] Accordingly, a bag having a pour spout Which 
includes integral structure or means for resealing the pour 
spout and Which is also easily mass produced using con 
ventional VFFS equipment Would constitute a signi?cant 
advance in the art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] It is therefore a general object of the present 
invention to provide a ?exible bag (or box liner) for pack 
aging pourable contents such as dry cereal or snack food 
product, and Wherein the bag is formed With an integral 
reclosable pour spout that is easy to open, pour cereal from, 
seal, and close. 

[0011] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a design for a plastic bag (or box liner) having a 
reclosable pour spout Which is simple in construction, loW in 
cost, and Well suited for mass production using conventional 
VFFS techniques. 

[0012] In accordance With a preferred embodiment, the 
invention comprises a four corner bag constructed of ?exible 
thermoplastic sheet or ?lm material having overlying front 
and rear Wall panels and a sealed bottom end. The upper 
portion of the bag includes a ?rst closure region terminating 
in a top sealed end, a second closure region disposed 
inWardly of the top sealed end, and a perforated seal or tear 
strip extending across the Width of the bag and located 
betWeen the ?rst and second closure regions. The second 
closure region includes an inner heat seal Which extends 
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approximately halfway across the Width of the bag and a 
reclosable fastener Which extends the remaining distance 
across the bag. The inner heat seal is oriented transversely 
across the bag While the reclosable fastener is upwardly 
angled so that it forms a natural pour spout during use. The 
path of the tear strip across the bag Width preferably closely 
parallels the layout of the inner heat seal and reclosable 
fastener in order to permit convenient access to the reclos 
able fastener upon removal of the tear strip. 

[0013] In the case Where the bag is to be received Within 
a close ?tting carton or box for use as a box liner, the length 
of the bag is designed to be longer than the depth of the box 
so that the upper bag portion containing the angled reclos 
able fastener extends above the opened box top for ease in 
opening and closing and unobstructed pouring through the 
naturally formed pour spout. 

[0014] In accordance With an advantageous aspect of the 
invention, the partial Zipper-type reclosable fastener, by 
extending across only a portion of the bag Width, Will require 
less of the costly reclosable Zipper material as compared to 
the full Width Zipper fasteners of the prior art bags, thereby 
achieving a reduction in production costs. 

[0015] According to another preferred embodiment, the 
partial Zipper-type reclosable fastener is oriented at an 
upWard or doWnWard angle relative to the transversely 
oriented inner heat seal so as to form a natural pour spout 
upon opening of the tear strip. 

[0016] According to another preferred embodiment, both 
the inner heat seal and partial Zipper-type reclosable fastener 
are colinear and oriented along an upWard angle to form a 
natural pour spout upon opening of the tear strip. 

[0017] According to another preferred embodiment, both 
the inner heat seal and partial Zipper-type reclosable fastener 
are colinear and are transversely oriented across the Width of 
the bag adjacent the top sealed end. 

[0018] According to another preferred embodiment, both 
the inner heat seal and partial Zipper-type reclosable fastener 
are colinear and are transversely oriented across the Width of 
the bag and the tear strip is oriented at an upWard angle to 
form a natural pour spout upon opening. 

[0019] According to another preferred embodiment, the 
partial Zipper-type reclosable fastener is vertically oriented 
along an upper corner region of the bag so as to form a 
natural pour spout upon opening of the tear strip. 

[0020] According to another preferred embodiment, a full 
Width Zipper-type reclosable fastener is used in place of the 
combination partial Zip/inner heat seal and is oriented along 
an upWard angle to form a natural pour spout upon opening 
of the tear strip. 

[0021] According to another preferred embodiment, a 
transversely oriented full Width Zipper-type reclosable fas 
tener is used in place of the combination partial Zip/inner 
heat seal and the tear strip is oriented along an upWard angle 
to form a natural pour spout upon opening of the tear strip. 

[0022] According to still another preferred embodiment, 
the tear strip , Zipper-type reclosable fastener and inner heat 
seal are eliminated from the bag and the sealed top end of the 
bag is oriented along an upWard angle relative to the 
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transverse or WidthWise axis of the bag. Opening of the 
upWardly angled sealed top end results in a naturally formed 
pour spout. 

[0023] In accordance With another advantageous aspect of 
the invention, one or more holes may be provided to the top 
sealed end of the bag of each of the preferred embodiments, 
the hole(s) being siZed to receive hook structure of the type 
used for hanging and displaying the bag at a retail location. 

[0024] Methods and apparatus Which incorporate the fea 
tures described above and Which are effective to function as 
described above constitute speci?c objects of this invention. 

[0025] Other and further objects of the present invention 
Will be apparent from the folloWing description and claims 
and are illustrated in the accompanying draWings, Which by 
Way of illustration, shoW preferred embodiments of the 
present invention and the principles thereof and What are 
noW considered to be the best modes contemplated for 
applying these principles. Other embodiments of the inven 
tion embodying the same or equivalent principles may be 
used and structural changes may be made as desired by those 
skilled in the art Without departing from the present inven 
tion and the purvieW of the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
VIEWS 

[0026] FIG. 1 is a generally schematic vieW of a ?exible 
bag With resealable pour spout in accordance With a ?rst 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0027] FIG. 2 is a generally schematic vieW of the bag of 
FIG. 1 shoWn received Within a storage and handling carton. 

[0028] FIG. 3 is a generally schematic vieW of the bag of 
FIG. 1 after removal of the tear aWay upper portion to access 
to the removable pour spout. 

[0029] FIGS. 4 to 19 are a series of simpli?ed schematic 
vieWs similar to FIG. 1, but Which illustrate various alter 
nate embodiments of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0030] A ?exible bag formed With a reclosable pour spout 
constructed in accordance With a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention is designated generally by reference 
numeral 10 in FIGS. 1-3. The bag 10 is especially Well 
suited for packaging pourable contents such as, for example, 
dry breakfast cereal. In accordance With the conventional 
practice for packaging breakfast cereal, the bag 10 may be 
used alone as the sole source of packaging (see FIGS. 1 and 
3) or the bag 10 may be received Within a close ?tting carton 
or box 12 (see FIG. 2). 

[0031] The bag 10 is formed from thermoplastic sheet or 
?lm material, and has overlying front and rear Wall panels 14 
and a closed bottom end 16. In the preferred embodiment, 
the closed bottom end 16 is formed as a sealed seam using 
conventional heat sealing means. 

[0032] For purposes of example and illustration, the bag 
10 is a ?at tube-type bag formed of a single sheet of material 
Which is folded over onto itself to form a joining ?n seal (not 
shoWn) that runs the longitudinal length of the bag 10. 
HoWever, bags incorporating the invention of this applica 
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tion may be fabricated in a side-gusset tube style, side gusset 
back seam style, or any other suitable bag design. 

[0033] The upper portion 26 of the bag 10 comprises a ?rst 
closure region terminating in a sealed top end 18. One or 
more openings 19 may be provided to the sealed top end 18 
to permit hanging of the bag from hooks at a retail display 
site. The sealed top end 18 is preferably reinforced in the 
area surrounding the openings 19 so that the Weight of the 
?lled bag 10 does not cause the hooks to rip through the top 
sealed end 18 at the openings 19. 

[0034] The upper portion 26 of the bag 10 further com 
prises a second closure region Which includes a tear strip 20 
folloWed by an inWardly adjacent inner heat seal 22 and 
reclosable fastener 24. The tear strip 20 extends across the 
entire Width of the bag 10 Whereas the inner heat seal 22 only 
extends across a portion of the bag Width having a ?rst end 
located at one side of the bag 10 and a second end termi 
nating at a distance from the opposite side of the bag 10. The 
reclosable fastener 24 begins Where the heat seal 22 leaves 
off and extends across the remaining Width of the bag 10 to 
terminate at the other side of the bag 10. As can be seen in 
the draWings, the inner heat seal 22 extends in the transverse 
direction approximately one half the Width of the bag 10, 
although it is understood that this distance and orientation 
may vary. 

[0035] In this embodiment, the reclosable fastener 24 is 
oriented along an upWard oblique angle relative to the inner 
heat seal 22. In use, the upper portion 26 of the bag 10 is ?rst 
separated from the loWer portion of the bag 10 by tearing 
along tear strip 20 to expose the reclosable fastener (see 
FIG. 3). 

[0036] In the case Where the bag 10 is to be received 
Within a close ?tting box 12 (e.g., see FIG. 2), the height of 
the bag 10 is preferably designed to be taller than depth of 
the box 12 such that once the top of the box 12 is opened, 
the upWardly angled reclosable fastener 24 extends beyond 
the top of the box 12. In this Way, the upWardly angled 
reclosable fastener 24 forms natural pour spout for the 
enclosed cereal contents. The pour spout is preferably large 
enough to clear any ?ap portions of the opened box top. The 
reclosable fastener 24 is preferably of the reclosable Zipper 
type fastener that is Widely used in sandWich bags and 
freeZer bags and like food storage bags. 

[0037] Referring noW to FIGS. 4 to 19, various alternate 
embodiments of the present invention Will noW be 
described. Structural elements of the alternate embodiments 
common to the preferred embodiment of FIGS. 1-3 are 
indicated by identical reference numerals. In each of the 
alternate embodiments, the box 12 is shoWn in phantom to 
indicate the box 12 as an optional feature. 

[0038] FIG. 4 shoWs a four corner bag 10 (or box liner) 
provided With a sealed bottom end 16 and sealed top end 18. 
Inner heat seal 22 is horiZontally oriented across a portion of 
the Width of the bag 10 and is spaced at distance from the 
sealed top end 18. The reclosable fastener 24 continue across 
the remaining portion of the bag 10 and is oriented along an 
upWardly sloping angle relative to the horiZontally oriented 
inner heat seal 22. The bag 10 further includes a tear strip 20 
disposed inWardly of (i.e., above) and closely folloWing the 
pro?le of the inner heat seal 22 and reclosable fastener 24. 
In this embodiment, the reclosable fastener 24 extends 
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approximately half Way across the bag 10. It is understood, 
hoWever, that the extension length of the reclosable fastener 
and angle of orientation may be shortened as desired to 
conserve on expensive Zipper material This embodiment is 
one of the easiest designs to open, pour, reseal, and close. As 
before, the upper portion 26 of the bag 10 is designed to be 
taller than the box 12 (When the bag 10 is used as a bag liner) 
so that the upWardly angled reclosable fastener 24 forms a 
natural pour spout during use. The main difference betWeen 
the embodiment of FIG. 4 and the embodiment of FIG. 1 is 
the absence of holes in the upper top sealed edge 18 for 
hanging and displaying the bag 10. 

[0039] FIG. 5 shoWs a bag similar to that shoWn in FIG. 
4 except that the sealed top end 18 is angled doWnWard to 
roughly folloW the contour of the angled reclosable fastener 
24. An advantage of this design is that less bag material is 
required in vieW of the angled sealed top end 18. 

[0040] Although not shoWn in any of the draWings, a 
modi?ed version of the FIG. 5 embodiment may eliminate 
the tear strip 20, the reclosable fastener 24, and the inner 
heat seal 22, leaving only a four corner bag With an angled 
seal top end 18. Once opened, the angled top end of this 
modi?ed version Would form a natural pour spout. This is a 
useful feature that is not present in the prior art four corner 
cereal bags having a horiZontal sealed top edge. 

[0041] FIG. 6 shoWs a four corner bag 10 similar to that 
shoWn in FIG. 4 except that the inner heat seal 22 and 
reclosable fastener 24 are colinear and are oriented along an 
upWardly inclined angle as shoWn. The tear strip 20 is 
similarly angled and is positioned just above the inner heat 
seal 22 and reclosable fastener 24. The upWardly inclined 
angle of the reclosable fastener forms a natural pour spout 
for the bag upon removal of the tear strip 20. 

[0042] FIG. 7 shoWs a four corner bag 10 similar to that 
shoWn in FIG. 6 except that the sealed top end 18 is also 
angled to be parallel With the angle of the colinear inner heat 
seal 22 and reclosable fastener 24 and tear strip 20. The 
embodiment of FIG. 7 has less bag material as compared to 
the four corner bag designs With a horiZontal top sealed end. 

[0043] FIG. 8 shoWs a four corner bag 10 having a 
horiZonal sealed top end 18 With a inner heat seal 22 and 
reclosable fastener 24 oriented along line parallel to the 
sealed top end 18 and spaced a distance inWardly therefrom. 
The tear strip 20 is positioned betWeen the sealed top end 18 
and the colinear inner heat seal 22 and reclosable fastener 24 
and is oriented at an upWard angle so as to form a pour spout 
above the reclosable fastener 24. 

[0044] FIG. 9 shoWs a four corner bag 10 similar to that 
shoWn in FIG. 8 except that the sealed top end is also angled 
to be parallel With the angle of the upWardly inclined tear 
strip 20. 

[0045] FIG. 10a shoWs a four corner bag 10 having a 
horiZonal sealed top end 18 With an inner heat seal 22 and 
reclosable fastener 24 both of Which are oriented along line 
parallel to and spaced in close proximity With the sealed top 
end 18. The tear strip 20 is positioned betWeen the sealed top 
end 18 and the colinear inner heat seal 22 and reclosable 
fastener 24. 

[0046] FIG. 10b shoWs a four corner bag 10 having a 
horiZonal sealed top end 18 With an inner heat seal 22 
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oriented transversely across a portion of the bag and spaced 
in close proximity With the sealed top end 18. Reclosable 
fastener 24 spans the remaining Width portion of the bag 10 
and is oriented at a doWnWard sloping angle relative to the 
horiZontally oriented inner heat seal 22 so as to form a 
natural pour spout upon opening of the bag. The tear strip 20 
is positioned inWardly of the sealed top end 18 and folloWs 
both the horiZontal path of the inner heat seal 22 and the 
doWnWard slope of the reclosable fastener 24. 

[0047] FIG. 11 shoW a four corner bag 10 similar to that 
shoW in FIG. 10 except that the inner heat seal 22 is 
doWnWardly angled With respect to the reclosable fastener 
24. The pro?le of the tear strip 20 closely folloWs the 
horiZontal orientation of the reclosable fastener 24 and the 
doWnWardly sloping orientation of the inner heat seal 22. 

[0048] Turning noW to FIGS. 12 to 19, various other 
embodiments of the invention Which do not have an inner 
heat seal disposed inWardly of a reclosable fastener Will be 
described. 

[0049] FIG. 12 shoWs a four corner bag 10 having a 
horiZonal sealed top end 18 With a full reclosable fastener 24 
that extends transversely or horiZontally across the Width of 
the bag 10 and is spaced at a distance inWardly from the 
sealed top end 18. The tear strip 20 is positioned betWeen the 
sealed top end 18 and the reclosable fastener 24 and is 
oriented at an upWard angle so as to form a pour spout above 
the reclosable fastener 24. 

[0050] FIG. 13 shoWs a four corner bag 10 similar to that 
shoWn in FIG. 12 except that the sealed top end 18 is also 
angled along a doWnWard slope to be parallel With the angle 
of the tear strip 20. 

[0051] FIG. 14 shoWs a four corner bag 10 having a 
horiZonal sealed top end 18 similar to FIG. 12 except that 
the full Width reclosable fastener 24 extends along an 
upWardly sloping angle across the Width of the bag 10. The 
tear strip 20 is located just above the reclosable fastener 24. 

[0052] FIG. 15 shoWs a four corner bag 10 similar to that 
shoWn in FIG. 14 except that the sealed top end 18 is also 
angled along a doWnWard slope to be parallel With the angle 
of the tear strip 20 and full Width reclosable fastener 24. 

[0053] FIG. 16 shoWs a six corner bag 10 of generally L 
shape con?guration With an upper corner extension that is 
approximately one half the Width of the bag 10. Sealed edges 
28, 30, and 32 form the upper closed boundary of the bag 10. 
As is the case With the sealed seams disclosed in the 
above-described embodiments, the sealed edges 28, 30 and 
32 are formed using conventional sealing means. HoriZon 
tally oriented reclosable fastener 24 is disposed in close 
proximity With the uppermost sealed edge 32 and is sepa 
rated therefrom by an intermediate tear strip 24. 

[0054] FIG. 17 shoWs a six corner bag 10 similar to that 
shoWn in FIG. 16 except that reclosable fastener 24 and tear 
strip 22 are upWardly angled relative to the transversely 
oriented sealed edge 30. This design is similar to that shoWn 
in FIG. 4. 

[0055] FIG. 18 shoWs a four corner bag 10 having an 
uppermost sealed edge 32 and a vertically oriented reclos 
able fastener 24 disposed at an upper corner region of the 
bag 10. Atear strip 20, folloWed by vertically oriented sealed 
edge 28, are located outWardly of the vertically oriented 
reclosable fastener 24. 
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[0056] FIG. 19 shoWs a four corner bag 10 similar to that 
shoWn in FIG. 18 except that the uppermost sealed edge 32 
is angled along a doWnWard slope to conserve bag material. 

[0057] While I have illustrated and described the preferred 
embodiments of my invention, it is to be understood that 
these are capable of variation and modi?cation, and I 
therefore do not Wish to be limited to the precise details set 
forth, but desire to avail myself of such changes and 
alterations as fall Within the purvieW of the folloWing claims. 

I claim: 
1. A ?exible bag for packaging pourable contents such as 

dry cereal, the bag being formed of sheet material and 
comprising: 

a) ?rst and second Wall panels disposed opposite each 
other and joined to each other to form a holloW interior 
With closed opposite ?rst and second sides and a sealed 
loWer end portion; 

b) an upper end portion having a ?rst closure region 
terminating in a sealed top end; 

c) a tear strip extending across said upper end portion and 
being disposed inWard of said sealed top end; 

d) said upper end portion further including a second 
closure region disposed inWard of said tear strip, 
Wherein said second closure region includes: 

i) an inner heat seal extending from a ?rst side of said 
bag to a junction point located inward of a second 
side of said bag; and 

ii) a reclosable fastener extending from said junction 
point to said second side of said bag; and 

e) Whereby removal of said tear strip alloWs access to said 
reclosable fastener, and opening said reclosable fas 
tener forms a pour spout for the pourable contents 
contained Within the bag. 

2. The bag according to claim 1, Wherein said inner heat 
seal is oriented along a transverse direction of said bag and 
said reclosable fastener is oriented at an angle relative to said 
transverse orientation of said inner heat seal so as to form a 

pour spout upon opening of said bag. 
3. The bag according to claim 1, Wherein said reclosable 

fastener is oriented along a transverse direction of said bag 
and said inner heat seal is oriented at a doWnWard sloping 
angle relative to said transverse orientation of said reclos 
able fastener so as to form a pour spout upon opening of said 
bag. 

4. The bag according to claim 1, Wherein said inner heat 
seal is oriented along a transverse direction of said bag and 
said reclosable fastener is oriented at a doWnWard sloping 
angle relative to said transverse orientation of said inner heat 
seal so as to form a pour spout upon opening of said bag. 

5. The bag according to claim 1, Wherein said reclosable 
fastener and inner heat seal are co-aligned and oriented 
along a transverse direction of said bag and said tear strip is 
oriented along an upWardly sloping angle so as to form a 
pour spout upon opening of said bag. 

6. The bag according to claim 1, Wherein said reclosable 
fastener and inner heat seal are co-aligned and oriented at an 
angle relative to a transverse direction of said bag so as to 
form a pour spout upon opening of said bag. 
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7. The bag according to claim 1, wherein said upper end 
portion is perforated to permit said bag to be removably 
hung from a retail display ?xture. 

8. An improved ?exible bag for packaging pourable 
contents such as dry cereal and adapted to be received Within 
a fairly close ?tting carton, the bag being formed of sheet or 
?lm material having opposite Wall panels providing a bag 
bottom and closed opposite sides, and said panels de?ning 
an openable bag top, Wherein the improvement comprises: 

a) an upWardly angled top edge portion provided to the 
openable bag top; and 

b) said upWardly angled top edge portion de?ning an 
openable pour spout that extends beyond an opening of 
a close ?tting carton for said bag so that the dry cereal 
contents are more easily poured from the bag. 

9. The bag according to claim 8, Wherein said top edge 
portion is perforated to permit said bag to be removably 
hung from a retail display ?xture. 

10. An improved ?exible bag for packaging pourable 
contents such as dry cereal and adapted to be received Within 
a fairly close ?tting carton, the bag being formed of sheet or 
?lm material having opposite Wall panels providing a bag 
bottom and closed opposite sides, and said panels de?ning 
an openable bag top, Wherein the improvement comprises: 

a) an upper end portion of said bag Which extends beyond 
an open end of said box; 

b) said upper end portion including a tear strip Which 
extends across a Width of said bag at an upWardly 
sloping angled relative to a transverse direction of said 
bag so as to form a pour spout upon opening of said 
bag. 

11. The bag according to claim 10, Wherein said upper end 
portion further includes a sealed top end that is perforated to 
permit said bag to be removably hung from a retail display 
?xture. 
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12. A?exible bag for packaging pourable contents such as 
dry cereal, the bag being formed of sheet material and 
comprising: 

a) ?rst and second Wall panels disposed opposite each 
other and joined to each other to form a holloW interior 
With closed opposite ?rst and second sides and a sealed 
loWer end portion; 

b) an upper end portion having a ?rst closure region 
terminating in a sealed top end; 

c) said upper end portion further including a second 
closure region disposed adjacent an upper corner region 
of said bag, Wherein said second closure region 
includes: 

i) a reclosable fastener oriented along a longitudinal 
direction of said bag and disposed inWardly of one 
longitudinal side edge of said bag and extending 
doWnWardly a distance from said sealed top end; 

ii) a tear strip disposed betWeen said reclosable fastener 
and said one longitudinal side edge of said bag; and 

d) Whereby removal of said tear strip alloWs access to said 
reclosable fastener, and opening said reclosable fas 
tener forms a pour spout for the pourable contents 
contained Within the bag. 

13. The bag according to claim 12, Wherein said sealed 
top end extends from said one longitudinal side edge of said 
bag at a doWnWard angled across a Width of said bag. 

14. The bag according to claim 12, Wherein said sealed 
top end is perforated to permit said bag to be removably 
hung from a retail display ?xture. 


