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(57) ABSTRACT 

A fuel supplying apparatus includes a reservoir to be 
inserted from an opening portion provided in an upper 
portion of a fuel tank, a tank cover for closing the opening 
portion of the fuel tank, and a coupling mechanism for 
coupling the reservoir and the fuel tank With each other so 
as to be mutually displaceable. The coupling mechanism 
includes a retainer member rotatably connected to the res 
ervoir through a predetermined pivot, and at least one 
coupling member for coupling the retainer member and the 
tank cover With each other so that the pivot can be moved in 
a vertical direction of the fuel tank relative to the tank cover. 
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FUEL SUPPLYING APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a fuel supplying 
apparatus, mounted in a fuel tank, in Which components 
such as a fuel pump and the like for supplying fuel are 
assembled as a module. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] As an apparatus for taking fuel out of a fuel tank of 
an automotive vehicle and for supplying the fuel to a fuel 
injection device or the like, there is an approach in Which a 
reservoir installed Within the fuel tank and a tank cover for 
closing an opening portion formed in an upper portion of the 
fuel tank are connected to each other, and components such 
as the reservoir, a fuel pump, a fuel ?lter, a pressure 
regulator and the like are assembled into a module that is 
attachable to or detachable from the fuel tank (see Japanese 
Examined Patent Publication Hei 7-109179 and German 
Patent Application Laid-Open DE3510890, for example). 
[0005] In the fuel supplying apparatus disclosed in the 
above-described publications, in order to cope With the 
deformation of the fuel tank corresponding to the pressure 
difference betWeen the interior and the exterior thereof, the 
vibration of the automotive vehicle or the like, the tank 
cover mounted on the upper portion of the fuel tank and the 
reservoir located on the bottom portion of the fuel tank are 
coupled With each other to be mutually displaceable in the 
vertical direction of the fuel tank (i.e., in an axial direction 
of the opening portion of the fuel tank). 

[0006] HoWever, since the reservoir is formed into a 
cylindrical shape coaxial With the tank cover, if all the 
components such as the fuel pump, the fuel ?lter and the like 
are disposed betWeen the tank cover and the reservoir, a 
large space is needed therebetWeen, causing a height of the 
fuel tank to be increased. In order to solve this problem of 
the increased height, it is possible to make an approach to 
increase diameters of the reservoir and the tank cover. 
HoWever, in this case, since the area of the opening portion 
of the fuel tank is increased, this is disadvantageous in vieW 
of the mechanical strength of the fuel tank. 

[0007] Us. Pat. No. 5,038,741 discloses a fuel supplying 
apparatus in Which a cylindrical container receiving therein 
a fuel pump is connected to the tank cover through a 
belloWs, and the fuel pump and the above-described con 
tainer are slanted obliquely to be installed Within the fuel 
tank by utiliZing the elastic deformation of the belloWs. With 
such an arrangement, a height of the unit is decreased in 
comparison With the case Where the fuel pump and the 
container are installed in an upright condition just beloW the 
opening portion of the fuel tank, and it is possible to make 
the fuel tank thin Without enlarging the opening portion of 
the fuel tank. HoWever, in this apparatus, a retainer portion 
provided on the bottom portion Within the fuel tank and the 
reservoir are coupled With each other Within the fuel tank to 
thereby retain the reservoir in a predetermined position. 
Accordingly, the assembling Work of the reservoir is time 
consuming. Also, the like problem is encountered upon the 
removal of the reservoir. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] One object of the present invention is to provide a 
fuel supplying apparatus in Which components such as a 
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reservoir and a fuel pump can efficiently be attached to or 
detached aWay from a fuel tank and Which can suppress a 
height of the fuel tank Without enlarging an opening portion 
of the fuel tank. 

[0009] The present invention Will noW be described. Inci 
dentally, in order to Well understand the present invention, in 
the folloWing description, the reference numerals are to be 
added to the components or members in parenthesis but it is 
apparent that the present invention is not limited to the 
embodiments shoWn in the draWings. 

[0010] In order to attain above-described and other objects 
of the present invention, according to one aspect of the 
present invention, there is provided a fuel supplying appa 
ratus (10A, 10B, 10C) comprising an reservoir (11, 41, 51) 
to be inserted from an opening portion (1b) provided in an 
upper portion of a fuel tank (1), a tank cover (12) for closing 
the opening portion of the fuel tank and a coupling mecha 
nism (13, 43) for coupling the reservoir and the fuel tank 
With each other so as to be mutually displaceable, Wherein 
the coupling mechanism comprises a retainer member (30, 
44) rotatably connected to the reservoir through a predeter 
mined pivot (32, 40) and at least one coupling member (31, 
47) for coupling the retainer member and the tank cover With 
each other so that the pivot is movable in a vertical direction 
of the fuel tank relative to the tank cover. 

[0011] According to this invention, since the reservoir and 
the retainer member are rotatably coupled With each other, 
the posture of entire or part of the reservoir relative to the 
tank cover can be changed. By utiliZing the change of the 
posture, it is possible to insert at least part of the reservoir 
beyond the region just beloW the opening portion of the fuel 
tank. Accordingly, it is possible to increase the capacity of 
the reservoir Without enlarging the opening portion, and at 
the same time to reduce also the height of the fuel tank. For 
example, in the case Where the part of the reservoir extends 
to the deeper portion of the fuel tank, it is possible to 
suppress the height thereof to reduce the height of the fuel 
tank While maintaining the capacity to be needed for the 
reservoir. Also, in the case Where all the reservoir is inserted 
from the region just beloW the opening portion of the fuel 
tank to the deeper portion, since the reservoir and the tank 
cover do not overlap With each other in the vertical direction, 
it is possible to increase the height of the reservoir to thereby 
increase its capacity While suppressing the increase of the 
height of the fuel tank. 

[0012] Also, since the reservoir installed Within the fuel 
tank and the tank cover are coupled With each other by the 
retainer member and the coupling member, it is possible to 
impart a suf?cient rigidity to the retainer member or the 
coupling member to thereby locate the reservoir in a pre 
determined position Within the fuel tank While. Thus, it is not 
necessary to provide the retainer portion for the reservoir to 
the inner bottom surface of the fuel tank, and the reservoir 
can be efficiently attached to or detached aWay from the fuel 
tank. 

[0013] Furthermore, since the pivot for coupling the 
retainer member and the reservoir With each other can be 
moved in the vertical direction of the fuel tank, it is possible 
to relatively move the tank cover and the reservoir in the 
vertical direction in correspondence With the vibration of the 
vehicle or the deformation of the fuel tank. 

[0014] In the fuel supplying apparatus according to the 
above invention, the coupling mechanism (13, 43) may 
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comprise a biasing device (33, 48, 49) for imparting a force 
for depressing the reservoir onto a bottom surface (1c) of the 
fuel tank 

[0015] According to this embodiment, the reservoir is 
depressed to the inner bottom surface of the fuel tank by the 
biasing device so that the lift thereof may be prevented. 

[0016] The retainer member (30) and the coupling mem 
ber (31) may be assembled so as to be mutually displaceable 
in a linear fashion along the vertical direction of the fuel tank 

(1) 
[0017] According to this embodiment, the motion of the 
reservoir coupled through the pivot With the retainer mem 
ber is limited to both of a rotational motion about the pivot 
and a linear motion in the vertical direction in association 
With the movement of the retainer member. Accordingly, 
there is no possibility that the reservoir installed on the inner 
bottom surface of the fuel tank Would be freely moved along 
the inner bottom surface. 

[0018] The pivot (32) may be provided at one end side of 
the reservoir (11) in a direction along an inner bottom 
surface (1c) of the fuel tank (1), the fuel supplying apparatus 
may further comprise a stopper (11c) for alloWing the 
reservoir to rotate in a direction in Which another end side of 
the reservoir moves doWnWardly beloW a level of the pivot, 
and for limiting a rotation of the reservoir in the opposite 
direction thereto. 

[0019] According to this embodiment, the lift of the other 
end side (left end side of FIG. 1) of the reservoir from the 
inner bottom surface can be prevented by the stopper. 

[0020] The retainer member (30) may be formed into a 
holloW cylindrical member connected to the reservoir (11) 
so as to be rotatable about the pivot (32), and the coupling 
member (31) may be formed into a shaft member having a 
loWer end slidably inserted into a central portion of the 
retainer member and an upper end side attached to the tank 
cover (12). 

[0021] According to this embodiment, it is possible to 
construct the retainer member and the coupling member in 
a coaXial structure to thereby make compact the coupling 
mechanism. The pivot can be provided on the outer circum 
ference of the retainer member so that the reservoir and the 
retainer member may readily be coupled in a rotatable 
fashion With each other. 

[0022] A coil spring (33) for biasing the retainer member 
(30) toWard the inner bottom surface (1c) of the fuel tank (1) 
may be provided on an outer circumference of the coupling 
member (31). 

[0023] According to this embodiment, the reservoir (11) 
can be depressed against the inner bottom surface of the fuel 
tank by the force of the coil spring. Since the coil spring is 
mounted around the outer circumference of the coupling 
member formed as the shaft member, it is possible to use the 
coil spring With a small inner diameter that is substantially 
the same as the outer diameter of the retainer member. It is 
possible to maintain the coupling mechanism in a compact 
structure. 

[0024] The coupling member (47) may rotatably be con 
nected to the tank cover (12) and the retainer member (44), 
respectively. 
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[0025] According to this embodiment, the reservoir can be 
moved in the vertical direction by the combination of the 
rotational motion of the retainer member about the pivot 
relative to the reservoir and the rotational motion of the 
coupling member relative to each of the retainer member 
and the tank cover, and at the same time, can entirely or 
partially be moved in a direction along the inner bottom 
surface of the fuel tank. By utiliZing these movements, it is 
possible to insert all or part of the reservoir into the deeper 
portion from the region just beloW the opening portion of the 
fuel tank. 

[0026] A torsion coil spring (48) for imparting a force in 
a direction for depressing the reservoir (41, 51) onto the 
inner bottom surface (1c) of the fuel tank (1) may be 
provided at a joint portion (45) betWeen the retainer member 
(44) and the coupling member (47). 

[0027] According to this embodiment, since the coil 
spring is disposed at the joint portion betWeen the retainer 
member and the coupling member, it is possible to make 
compact the coupling mechanism. 

[0028] The reservoir (51) may be provide With a main 
body (52) and a movable portion (54) connected to the main 
body so as to be eXtendable from the main body toWard a 
side of the reservoir, and the retainer member (44) may 
rotatably be connected to the movable portion. 

[0029] According to this embodiment, in the case Where 
the reservoir is suspended through the coupling mechanism 
from the tank cover, the movable portion can be retracted 
into the main body due to the gravitational force act to the 
reservoir Whereby the reservoir may be inserted into the fuel 
tank through the narroW opening portion. After the reservoir 
has been brought into contact With the inner bottom surface 
of the fuel tank, the tank cover is further depressed toWard 
the opening portion. This operation is transmitted to the 
movable portion through the coupling mechanism. Thus, the 
movable portion may be eXtended from the main body and 
inserted into the deeper portion of the fuel tank. 

[0030] In order to solve the foregoing objects, according 
to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided 
a fuel supplying apparatus (10D) comprising a reservoir (61) 
to be inserted from an opening portion (1b) provided in an 
upper portion of a fuel tank (1), and a tank cover (12) for 
closing the opening portion of the fuel tank (1), Wherein the 
reservoir is provided With a support member (64) capable of 
moving betWeen an insertion position (P1) in Which the 
support member is suspended from the reservoir and an 
installation position (P2) in Which the support member 
eXtends toWard a side of the reservoir, a fuel pump (16) is 
received in the reservoir, and at least one component (20) to 
be interposed betWeen an outlet port (16a) of the fuel pump 
and an outlet port (12a) of the tank cover is mounted on the 
support member. 

[0031] According to this invention, When the reservoir is 
to be inserted into the fuel tank, the support member is 
moved to the insertion position, and the components 
mounted on the support member and the reservoir can be 
inserted in order from the opening portion into the fuel tank. 
Then, the support member inserted into the fuel tank is 
moved to the installation position Whereby the components 
mounted on the support member may be inserted into the 
deeper portion of the fuel tank beyond the region just beloW 
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the opening portion of the fuel tank. Thus, since the com 
ponents are disposed outside of the reservoir, it is possible 
to increase the capacity of the reservoir in comparison With 
the case Where the components are to be received in the 
reservoir. Also, since it is not necessary to keep the space for 
the components betWeen the reservoir and the tank cover, it 
is possible to reduce the height of the fuel tank. 

[0032] In the fuel supplying apparatus according to the 
above invention, a fuel ?lter (20) may be mounted on the 
support member (64) as the component. 

[0033] According to this embodiment, the fuel ?lter Which 
has a relatively large volume out of the components to be 
arranged Within the fuel tank can be disposed outside of the 
reservoir. Therefore, it is possible to suf?ciently increase the 
capacity of the reservoir. 

[0034] In order to solve the foregoing objects, according 
to still another aspect of the present invention, there is 
provided a fuel supplying apparatus (10B, 10D, 10E) com 
prising a tank cover (12) for closing an opening portion (1b) 
of a fuel tank (1), a ?rst unit (UN1) suspended from the tank 
cover into the fuel tank, and a second unit (UN2) coupled 
With the ?rst unit so as to movable in a predetermined 
direction relative to the ?rst unit, Wherein one of the ?rst and 
the second units is provided With a reservoir (41, 61, 81) 
housed therein a fuel pump (16) and another of the ?rst and 
the second units is provided With a fuel ?lter (20, 90). 

[0035] According to this invention, the tank cover, the ?rst 
and the second units are assembled as a module capable of 
integrally being attached to or detached from the fuel tank. 
Thus, it is possible to ef?ciently attach or detach various 
components of the fuel supplying apparatus to or from the 
fuel tank. The posture of the apparatus can be changed 
betWeen an insertion state suitable for inserting the appara 
tus into the fuel tank through the narroW opening portion 
thereof and an installation state suitable for installing the 
apparatus in the fuel tank having limited height by changing 
the position of the second unit relative to the ?rst unit. Since 
the fuel ?lter and the fuel pump, each of Which constitutes 
a main component of the fuel supplying apparatus, are 
disposed in the separate units, the components may not be 
concentrated in one of the units. Therefore, it is possible to 
design both units in a siZe capable of easily being inserted 
into the fuel tank through the narroW opening portion 
thereof. The fuel ?lter and the fuel pump can be connected 
through a ?exible hose so that there is no problem even if the 
second unit is moved relative to the ?rst unit. 

[0036] In the fuel supplying apparatus according to the 
above invention, the second unit (UN2) may be capable of 
moving aWay from the ?rst unit (UN1) toWard a side of the 
fuel tank According to this embodiment, the second unit 
can be arranged aWay from the ?rst unit inserted in the fuel 
tank to thereby reduce the height of the fuel tank. Inciden 
tally, the movement of the second unit can include both 
parallel motion and rotational motion. 

[0037] The ?rst unit (UN1) may be provided With the fuel 
?lter (20) and the second unit (UN2) may be provided With 
the reservoir (41) housed therein the fuel pump (16). 
According to this embodiment, it is possible to insert the 
reservoir and the fuel pump toWard the deeper portion of the 
fuel tank from the region just beloW the tank cover. In this 
embodiment, the reservoir (41) may be capable of moving 
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aWay from the ?rst unit (UN1) toWard a side of the fuel tank 
(1). In this case, the reservoir and the fuel pump can be 
disposed aWay from the fuel ?lter suspended just beloW the 
tank cover toWard a side of the fuel tank to thereby reduce 
the height of the fuel tank. Incidentally, the movement of the 
reservoir can also include both parallel motion and rotational 
motion. 

[0038] The second unit (UN2) may be capable of moving 
betWeen an insertion position (P1) in Which the second unit 
is suspended doWnWard from the ?rst unit (UN1) and an 
installation position (P2) in Which the second unit is dis 
posed above the insertion position toWard the tank cover 
(12). According to this embodiment, When in the insertion 
operation, the second unit can be moved to the insertion 
position to thereby insert the second unit independently. 
After inserting the second unit, the second unit can be 
moved to the installation position to reduce the fuel supply 
ing apparatus, thereby alloWing the ?rst unit to be inserted 
into the fuel tank. 

[0039] The ?rst unit (UN1) may be provided With the 
reservoir (61, 81) and the second unit (UN2) may be 
provided With the fuel ?lter (20, 90). According to this 
embodiment, the fuel ?lter can be inserted into the deeper 
portion of the fuel tank beyond the region just beloW tank 
cover to thereby utiliZe the region beloW the tank cover as 
a space for accommodating the reservoir and the fuel pump. 
In this embodiment, the second unit (UN2) may be coupled 
With the ?rst unit (UN1) so as to be rotatable about a 
horiZontal aXis. In this case, it is possible to readily provide 
the above apparatus by only rotatably connecting the second 
unit With the reservoir. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0040] 
[0041] FIG. 1 is a partially fragmentary vieW shoWing a 
fuel supplying apparatus according to a ?rst embodiment of 
the present invention; 

In the accompanying draWings: 

[0042] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW shoWing the fuel 
supplying apparatus shoWn in FIG. 1; 

[0043] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along the 
line III-III of FIG. 1; 

[0044] FIG. 4 is a vieW shoWing a state in Which the 
reservoir shoWn in FIG. 1 is to be inserted into the fuel tank; 

[0045] FIG. 5 is a partially fragmentary vieW shoWing a 
fuel supplying apparatus according to a second embodiment 
of the present invention; 

[0046] FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW shoWing a fuel sup 
plying apparatus in accordance With a third embodiment of 
the present invention; 

[0047] FIGS. 7A and 7B are vieWs shoWing a state in 
Which the fuel supplying apparatus shoWn in FIG. 6 is 
attached to or detached from the fuel tank; 

[0048] FIG. 8 is a vieW shoWing a fuel supplying appa 
ratus in accordance With a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention; 

[0049] FIG. 9 is a front vieW shoWing a fuel supplying 
apparatus in accordance With a ?fth embodiment of the 
present invention; 
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[0050] FIG. 10 is a plan view showing the fuel supplying 
apparatus shown in FIG. 9; 

[0051] FIG. 11 is a left side view showing the fuel 
supplying apparatus shown in FIG. 9; and 

[0052] FIG. 12 is a sectional view taken along the line 
XII-XII of FIG. 11. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0053] Embodiments of the present invention will now be 
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

[0054] FIGS. 1 and 2 show a fuel supplying apparatus in 
accordance with a ?rst embodiment of the present invention. 
A vertical direction of FIG. 1 corresponds to a vertical 
direction of the fuel tank 1. The fuel supplying apparatus 
10A is provided with a reservoir 11 to be inserted into the 
fuel tank 1, a tank cover 12 for closing an opening portion 
1b formed in an upper wall 1a of the fuel tank 1, and a pair 
of coupling mechanisms 13 (see FIG. 2) for coupling the 
reservoir 11 and the fuel tank 1 with each other to be 
mutually displaceable. The fuel tank 1, the reservoir 11 and 
the tank cover 12 are made of, for eXample, resin. 

[0055] The reservoir 11 is formed into a ?at container-like 
shape having a large overall length in comparison with its 
height. The reservoir 11 is laid on an inner bottom surface 1c 
of the fuel tank 1 under the condition that the reservoir 11 
receives therein a fuel pump 16 and a fuel ?lter 20. As shown 
also in FIG. 3, a pump support wall 11a projecting in a 
semicircular shape in its cross-section is provided on one 
side of the reservoir 11 in the longitudinal direction thereof. 
The pump support wall 11a is slanted so as to project 
sideward as it goes toward the upper end thereof. The fuel 
pump 16 is mounted on the inside of the pump support wall 
11a and slanted obliquely from the vertical direction of the 
fuel tank 1. Thus, the height of the fuel pump 16 within the 
fuel tank 1 is decreased so that the height of the fuel tank 1 
(a dimension in the vertical direction of FIG. 1) may be 
decreased. Incidentally, it is preferable that a slant angle of 
the pump 16 relative to the vertical plane is set at a value 
equal to or less than 45°, for eXample. 

[0056] A suction ?lter 17 is mounted at an inlet port 16a 
at the lower end of the fuel pump 16. The fuel within the 
reservoir 11 is sucked up to the fuel pump 16 through this 
suction ?lter 17. On the other hand, an outlet port 16b of the 
fuel pump 16 is connected to an inlet port 21a of the fuel 
?lter 20 through a hose 18. 

[0057] The fuel ?lter 20 has a housing 21 formed of resin 
or the like and a ?lter element 22 having a hollow cylindrical 
form and ?t in the interior of the housing 21. The fuel 
introduced from the inlet port 21a to the interior of the 
housing 21 passes the ?lter element 22 from an outer 
circumferential side toward the central portion thereof. 
Thereafter, the fuel is introduced from an outlet port 21b of 
the housing 21 through a hose 23 to a lower end portion of 
an outlet pipe 12a of the tank cover 12. An upper end portion 
of the outlet pipe 12a projects upwardly of the tank cover 12. 
The fuel discharged from the projecting portion of the outlet 
pipe 12a is fed to the fuel injection device (not shown) of the 
automotive vehicle. A necessary amount of the fed fuel is 
injected into cylinders of an internal combustion engine 
through the fuel injection device. An eXtra amount of fuel 
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generated in the fuel injection device is returned back to the 
interior of the fuel tank 1 from a return pipe 12b (see FIG. 
2) of the tank cover 12. The returned fuel is discharged into 
the interior of the reservoir 11 after passing through the 
interior of a suction ?lter 24 mounted on a recessed portion 
11d of the reservoir 11. The outside fuel of the reservoir 11 
is sucked into the suction ?lter 24 by utiliZing a negative 
pressure when the eXtra fuel has passed therethrough. 

[0058] Each of the coupling mechanisms 13 has a hollow 
cylinder 30 as a retainer member and a rod 31 as a coupling 
member slidably inserted into a central portion of the 
cylinder 30. As shown also in FIG. 3, a crank pin 32 is 
provided on an outer circumference of each cylinder 30, and 
each pin 32 is rotatably engaged with a coupling hole 11b 
formed in the pump support wall 11a of the reservoir 11. The 
cylinder 30, the rod 31 and the crank pin 32 are made of 
resin, metal material or the like and have a rigidity enough 
to bind, to a predetermined position within the fuel tank 1, 
the reservoir 11 on which the fuel pump 16, the fuel ?lter 20 
and the like are mounted. 

[0059] Incidentally, in the eXample shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, 
the pair of coupling mechanisms 13, 13 are provided and the 
cylinders 30, 30 of the respective coupling mechanisms 13, 
13 are arranged so as to put the pump support wall 11a 
therebetween. On one side of the reservoir 11, there are 
provided stop portions 11c, 11c which face the cylinders 30, 
30. When the reservoir 11 rotates clockwise from the posi 
tion of FIG. 1 about the crank pins 32, the stop portions 11c 
are brought into contact with the cylinders 30 to thereby 
limit the further rotational motion of the reservoir 11. As a 
result, there is no possibility that the other end side (i.e., the 
left side of FIG. 1) of the reservoir 11 would be lifted within 
the fuel tank 1. 

[0060] A small diameter portion 30a is formed at an upper 
end of each cylinder 30 and a large diameter portion 31a 
engaged with the small diameter portion 30a is formed at a 
lower end of the rod 31. Thus, the upward pull of the rod 31 
away from the cylinder 30 is prevented. The upper end of the 
rod 31 is ?Xed to the lower surface side of the tank cover 12 
by utiliZing a fastening means such as bolts or the like. A 
biasing means such as a spring 33 is mounted on the outer 
circumference of the rod 31 under the compressed condition 
to a suitable eXtent. The reservoir 11 coupled through the 
cylinders 30 and the crank pins 32 is depressed onto the 
inner bottom surface 1c of the fuel tank 1 by the repulsive 
force of the coil springs 33. 

[0061] With such coupling mechanisms 13, the reservoir 
11 and the tank cover 12 are coupled with each other through 
the cylinders 30 and the rods 31, and in addition, the 
reservoir 11 can rotate at pivot points of the crank pins 32 
relative to the cylinders 30. Accordingly, when the reservoir 
11 is to be inserted into the fuel tank 1, as shown in FIG. 4, 
the reservoir 11 can be rotated relative to the cylinders 30 so 
that the posture of the reservoir 11 is changed relative to the 
tank cover 12. Thus, it is possible to easily insert the 
reservoir 11, having the large overall length, from the narrow 
opening portion 1b into the fuel tank 1. 

[0062] Then, since the reservoir 11 inserted into the fuel 
tank 1 is coupled with the tank cover 12 through the 
cylinders 30 and the rods 31 to be retained in a predeter 
mined position, it is not necessary to couple the reservoir 11 
with the other member within the fuel tank 1 and to ?X the 
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reservoir 11 to the inner bottom surface 1c of the fuel tank 
1. Accordingly, in case of assembling the fuel supplying 
apparatus, only the folloWing operational steps are required. 
Namely, all the components, such as the fuel pump 16, the 
suction ?lters 17 and 24, the fuel ?lter 20, the hoses 18 and 
23 are mounted on the reservoir 11 in advance, the reservoir 
11 and the tank cover 12 are coupled With each other through 
the coupling mechanisms 13, further, the electrical Wiring 
are arranged for the fuel pump 16 and the like, the reservoir 
11 is inserted into the fuel tank 1, and the tank cover 12 is 
?xed around the opening portion 1b by using bolts or the 
like. Also, in the case Where the reservoir 11 is to be removed 
aWay from the fuel tank 1, it is only necessary to remove the 
tank cover 12 and to pull the reservoir 11 upWardly from the 
opening portion 1b. 

[0063] In the case Where the fuel tank 1 is deformed due 
to the pressure difference betWeen the interior and the 
eXterior, as indicated by tWo-dot and dash lines in FIG. 1, 
the cylinders 30 and the rods 31 are slid each other to thereby 
absorb the deformation therebetWeen. Also, When the fuel 
tank 1 is displaced in the vertical direction thereof due to the 
vibration of the automotive vehicle, the cylinders 30 and the 
rods 31 are slid in the same manner to absorb the displace 
ment therebetWeen. 

[0064] Incidentally, as indicated by tWo-dot and dash lines 
(phantom lines) in FIG. 4, the shape of the upper edge of the 
reservoir 11 is not limited to a linear shape. It is possible to 
suitable modify it to the shape that is convenient to pass the 
reservoir 11 through the opening portion 1b. 

[0065] FIG. 5 is a vieW shoWing a second embodiment of 
the present invention. In FIG. 5, the same reference numer 
als are used to indicate the common components or members 
shoWn in FIGS. 1 to 4. 

[0066] The fuel supplying apparatus 10B in FIG. 5 is 
provided With a reservoir 41 to be inserted into the fuel tank 
1, a tank cover 42 for closing the opening portion 1b formed 
in the upper Wall 1a of the fuel tank 1, and a coupling 
mechanism 43 for coupling the reservoir 41 and the fuel tank 
1 With each other to be mutually displaceable. 

[0067] The reservoir 41 is formed into a cylindrical con 
tainer Whose upper end is open. The fuel pump 16 is 
received in an upright condition, i.e., the condition in Which 
the aXis thereof coincides With the vertical direction of the 
fuel tank 1. The central portion of the tank cover 12 is 
integrated With the housing 21 of the fuel ?lter 20. Then, the 
loWer end portion of the outlet pipe 12a provided in the 
middle of the tank cover 12 is engaged With the central 
portion of the ?lter element 22. 

[0068] The coupling mechanism 43 has a ?rst link 44 used 
as a retainer member rotatably coupled through a pin 40 to 
the outer circumferential portion of the upper end of the 
reservoir 41 and a second link 47 used as a coupling member 
rotatably coupled to both the link 44 and the housing 21 of 
the fuel ?lter 20 through pins 45 and 46. 

[0069] Biasing means such as torsion coil springs 48 and 
49 are provided around the pins 45 and 46. Arms 48a and 
48a of the torsion coil spring 48 abut against spring receivers 
44a and 47a provided on the links 44 and 47, respectively. 
As a result, a clockWise force about the pin 45 is applied to 
the link 47 and a counterclockWise force about the pin 45 is 
applied to the like 47, respectively. On the other hand, arms 
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49a and 49a of the torsion coil spring 49 abut against spring 
receivers 47b and 21c provided on the link 47 and the 
housing 21, respectively. As a result, a counterclockWise 
force about the pin 46 is applied to the link 47 and a 
clockWise force about the pin 46 is applied to the housing 21, 
respectively. The forces given by the torsion coil springs 48 
and 49 cause the reservoir 41 to be depressed against the 
inner bottom surface 1c of the fuel tank 1. 

[0070] With such a coupling mechanism 43, in the case 
Where the reservoir 41 and the tank cover 12 are removed 
aWay from the fuel tank 1, the links 44 and 47 are moved to 
be substantially straightened in the vertical direction by the 
torsion coil springs 48 and 49. In accordance With this 
movement, the reservoir 41 is moved from an installation 
position P2 indicated by the solid lines to an insertion 
position P1 indicated by the phantom line (tWo-dot and dash 
lines in FIG. 5). Under this condition, the reservoir 41 is 
inserted from the opening portion 1b to the fuel tank 1. 
While the reservoir 41 is being moved toWard the side of the 
fuel tank 1 from a region just beloW the opening portion 1b, 
the tank cover 12 is ?Xed around the opening portion 1b to 
thereby complete the mounting operation of the reservoir 41, 
the tank cover 12 and the like. 

[0071] In this embodiment, since the reservoir 41 is 
moved from the region just beloW the tank cover 12 to the 
side, a height of the reservoir 41 and the fuel pump 16 to be 
received in the reservoir 41 is not limited by the fuel ?lter 
21. Also, the doWnWard projection amount of the fuel ?lter 
20 from the tank cover 12 is not limited by the reservoir 41 
and the fuel pump 16. Thus, it is possible to considerably 
reduce the height of the fuel tank 1 in comparison With the 
case Where the fuel pump 16 and the fuel ?lter 20 are aligned 
With each other in the vertical direction of the fuel tank 1. 

[0072] Since the reservoir 41 inserted into the fuel tank 1 
is retained in the predetermined position by the links 44 and 
47, it is not necessary to ?X the reservoir 41 to the inner 
bottom surface 1c of the fuel tank 1 With coupling the 
reservoir 41 and the other components Within the fuel tank 
1. In the case Where the fuel tank 1 is deformed due to the 
pressure difference betWeen the interior and the eXterior 
thereof, the links 44 and 47 operate so as to absorb the 
displacement of the tank 1. The same operation may be 
occurred With respect to the displacement (the variation of 
the height) in the vertical direction of the fuel tank 1 due to 
the vibration of the automotive vehicle. Incidentally, it is 
possible to provide a single coupling mechanism 43 and tWo 
or more coupling mechanisms 43. The fuel pump 16 may be 
installed horiZontally. The coupling mechanism 43 may be 
replaced With the type disclosed in the ?rst embodiment. In 
the fuel supplying apparatus 10B, the fuel ?lter 20 attached 
to the tank cover 12 corresponds to a ?rst unit UN1 and an 
assembly of the reservoir 41, the fuel pump 16 housed 
therein and the like corresponds to a second unit UN2. 

[0073] FIGS. 6, 7A and 7B shoW a third embodiment of 
the present invention. In FIGS. 6, 7A and 7B, the same 
reference numerals are used to indicate the common com 
ponents or members shoWn in FIGS. 1 to 5. In the fuel 
supplying apparatus 10C shoWn in FIGS. 6, 7A and 7B, the 
tank cover 12 integrated With the housing 21 of the fuel ?lter 
20 and the reservoir 51 are coupled With each other through 
a pair of coupling mechanisms 43 mainly composed of the 
links 44 and 47. The structure of each coupling mechanism 
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43 and the tank cover 12 is substantially the same as that of 
the example shown in FIG. 5. However, in the embodiment 
shoWn in FIG. 5, the reservoir 41 is moved relative to the 
tank cover 12 not only in the vertical direction but also in the 
horiZontal direction simultaneously. HoWever, in this 
embodiment, each coupling mechanism 43 is constructed so 
that the reservoir 51 can only be moved in the vertical 
direction just beloW the tank cover 12. Also, in each cou 
pling mechanism 43, the torsion coil spring 49 is omitted 
therefrom. 

[0074] The reservoir 51 is provided With a main body 52 
and movable portions 54, 54 coupled to the main body 52 
through pins 53, 53 so as to be extendable from the main 
body 52 in the lateral direction of the reservoir 51. The links 
44 of the coupling mechanisms 43 are rotatably coupled 
With the movable portions 54 through the pins 40. 

[0075] In the above-described fuel supplying apparatus 
10C, in the case Where the reservoir 51 is inserted into the 
fuel tank 1, as shoWn in FIG. 7A, the reservoir 51 is 
suspended just beloW the tank cover 12, and the movable 
portions 54, 54 are retained under the condition that they are 
retracted into the main body 52 due to the gravitational force 
act on the main body 52. Under this condition, the reservoir 
51 can pass through the opening portion 1b. When the 
reservoir 51 is brought into contact With the inner bottom 
surface 1c of the fuel tank 1 and the tank cover 12 is pushed 
toWard the opening portion 1b, the links 44 and 47 operate 
so as to move the pins 45 connecting them toWard the sides 
of the tank cover 12. In accordance With this operation, the 
movable portions 54, 54 rotate about the pins 53 and extend 
toWard the sides of the main body 52 (see FIG. 7B). In this 
condition that the movable portions 54 are extended, the 
Width of the reservoir 51 becomes greater than the diameter 
of the opening portion 1b. 

[0076] Thus, in this embodiment, since the capacity of the 
reservoir 51 is increased Within the fuel tank 1, it is possible 
to keep a necessary capacity While suppressing the increase 
of the height of the reservoir 51. Also, it is not necessary to 
increase the diameter of the opening portion 1b, because the 
movable portions 54 are stored in the body portion 52 When 
the reservoir 51 passes through the opening portion 1b. Also, 
it is not necessary to ?x the reservoir 51 Within the fuel tank 
1 in the same manner as in the respective embodiments, 
because the reservoir 51 received in the fuel tank 1 is 
retained in the predetermined position by the coupling 
mechanisms 43, The reservoir 51 is depressed against the 
inner bottom surface 1c of the fuel tank 1 by the force of the 
torsion coil springs 48 and the displacement betWeen the 
tank cover 12 and the reservoir 51 in the vertical direction 
is absorbed by the operation of the links 44 and 47. 

[0077] FIG. 8 shoWs a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention. HoWever, the same reference numerals are used to 
indicate the common components or members used in FIGS. 
1 to 7. In the apparatus 10A to 10C in accordance With the 
foregoing ?rst to third embodiments, there is a common 
point that the part of each of the reservoirs 11, 41 and 51 
projects on one side relative to the region just beloW the 
opening portion 1b. HoWever, in the fuel supplying appa 
ratus 10D shoWn in FIG. 8, the reservoir 61 is formed in a 
cylindrical container having such a siZe that the reservoir 
can pass through the opening portion 1b of the fuel tank 1. 
Then, a coil spring 65 is mounted for depressing the reser 

May 31, 2001 

voir against to the inner bottom surface 1c of the fuel tank 
1 betWeen the reservoir 61 and the tank cover 12. 

[0078] A stop ?ange 62 is provided around an outer 
circumference of the reservoir 61. A bracket 64 used as a 
support member is mounted through a hinge 63 to be 
rotatable betWeen an insertion position P1 Where the bracket 
64 is suspended beloW the reservoir 61 and an installation 
position P2 Where the bracket 64 extends on one side of the 
reservoir 61. It should be hoWever noted that the rotation of 
the bracket 64 on the right side beyond the insertion position 
P1 and the upWard rotation thereof beyond the installation 
position P2 is prevented by the contact betWeen the stop 
?ange 62 and the bracket 64. 

[0079] The fuel pump 16 is provided in the interior of the 
reservoir 61 to be slanted relative to the vertical plane. On 
the other hand, the fuel ?lter 20 is not received in the 
reservoir 61 but ?xed onto the bracket 64. The connection of 
the fuel ?lter 20 to both of the outlet pipe 12a of the tank 
cover 12 and the fuel pump 16 is the same as that of the 
example shoWn in FIG. 1. In order to suppress the trans 
mission of the vibration betWeen the fuel tank 1 and the fuel 
?lter 20, vibration isolating members 66 made of rubber or 
the like are mounted on the bracket 64. 

[0080] With such a fuel supplying apparatus 10D, since 
the fuel ?lter 20 is installed outside of the reservoir 61, the 
capacity of the reservoir 61 is increased in comparison With 
the case Where the fuel ?lter 20 is received therein. When the 
reservoir 61 is to be inserted into the fuel tank 1, the bracket 
64 is rotated to the insertion position P1, and after the 
insertion, the bracket 64 is rotated to the installation position 
P2, Whereby it is possible to receive the fuel ?lter 20 and the 
reservoir 61 in the fuel tank 1 Without enlarging the opening 
portion 1b. The similar advantage can be obtained When the 
reservoir 61 is removed from the tank 1. 

[0081] In the fuel supplying apparatus 10D, an assembly 
of the components such as the reservoir 61, the fuel pump 16 
and the like corresponds to a ?rst unit UN1, and an assembly 
of the bracket 64 and components mounted thereon, such as 
the fuel ?lter 20 and the like, corresponds to a second unit 
UN2. 

[0082] Incidentally, it is possible to mount other compo 
nents to be connected betWeen the fuel pump 16 and the 
outlet pipe portion 12a (for example, the pressure regulator) 
instead of the fuel ?lter 20 or in addition to the fuel ?lter 20. 

[0083] FIGS. 9 to 12 shoW a ?fth embodiment of the 
present invention. HoWever, the same reference numerals 
are used to indicate the common components or members 
used in FIGS. 1 to 8. In the fuel supplying apparatus 10E of 
this embodiment, the tank cover 12 is integrally formed at its 
loWer surface With a cylindrical sleeve 80. At the inner side 
of the sleeve 80 is provided a reservoir 80. The reservoir 81 
is provided With projections 81a . . . 81a at its upper end on 

the outer circumference thereof. These projections 81a are 
?t into slits 80a of the sleeve 80, and thus the reservoir 81 
is coupled With the sleeve 80 so as to be movable in the 
vertical direction. BetWeen a lid 81b of the reservoir 81 and 
the loWer surface of the tank cover 12, there is provided a 
coil spring 82. The reservoir 81 is biased doWnWardly by the 
force of the coil spring 82, so that the bottom surface 81c of 
the reservoir 81 can be depressed onto the inner bottom 
surface 1c of the fuel tank 1 (see FIG. 12). At the loWer end 



US 2001/0001963 A1 

of the reservoir 81, there is provided a jet pump 85. The 
return pipe portion 12b provided on the tank cover 12 and 
the jet pump 85 are communicated With each other through 
a hose 86. Therefore, the eXtra fuel returned to the return 
pipe portion 12b is introduced into the jet pump 85 through 
the hose 86. The fuel accommodated outside the reservoir 81 
can be sucked into the reservoir 81 through the suction ?lter 
24 due to negative pressure occurred in accordance With the 
passage of the eXtra fuel. 

[0084] The fuel pump 16 is provided in the reservoir 81. 
The fuel pump 16 can suck the fuel accommodated Within 
the reservoir 81 from the suction port thereof (not shoWn) 
and can feed out from the outlet port 16b. One end of the 
hose 18 is connected With the outlet port 16b through a hose 
adapter 83. The other end of the hose 18 is connected With 
an inlet port 91a of a fuel ?lter 90 through a hose adapter 84. 
An outlet port 91b of the fuel ?lter 90 is communicated With 
the outlet pipe 12a of the tank cover 12. The fuel ?lter 90 has 
a housing 91 made of resin and a ?lter element (not shoWn) 
housed therein. The details of the inner con?guration of the 
fuel ?lter 90 is substantially same as that of the fuel ?lter 20 
shoWn in FIG. 1 so that the detailed explanation thereof is 
omitted. 

[0085] As is apparent from FIG. 9, the housing 91 of the 
fuel ?lter 90 is integrally formed With a connection arm 92. 
The reservoir 81 is formed With a recess 81d in Which a pair 
of brackets 81c, 816 is provided so as to put a tip portion 92a 
of the connection arm 92 therebetWeen. Abolt 93 is inserted 
from one of the brackets 816 to the other thereof through the 
tip portion 92a to thereby couple the housing 91 and the 
reservoir 81 With each other. Therefore, the fuel ?lter 90 can 
rotatably move betWeen an insertion position P1 and an 
installation position P2 indicated in FIG. 11 With the bolt 93 
being as a center. 

[0086] When in the insertion position P1, the fuel ?lter 90 
is suspended beloW the reservoir 81, so that the fuel ?lter 90 
can readily be inserted into the fuel tank 1 through the 
opening portion 1b thereof. After inserting the ?lter 90, the 
?lter 90 can be moved to the installation position P2 to 
thereby reduce the height of the fuel supplying apparatus 
10E to alloW the reservoir to be installed in the fuel tank 1. 

[0087] In order to prevent the ?oating movement of the 
fuel ?lter 90 in the fuel tank 1, the reservoir 81 is provided 
With a stopper ?ange 81f above the brackets 81c, 816. When 
the fuel ?lter 90 is in the installation position P2, the stopper 
?ange 81f is brought into contact With the upper end of the 
tip portion 92a of the connection arm 92 to prevent the 
further upWard rotation of the fuel ?lter 90 beyond the 
installation position P2. 

[0088] Incidentally, the housing 91 of the fuel ?lter 90 is 
provided at its side surface With a sender unit 95 for 
measuring the amount of the fuel accommodated in the fuel 
tank 1. As is apparent from FIG. 10, the sender unit 95 is 
disposed on a position inside the fuel ?lter 90 held in the 
installation position P2 (a side near a center line CL of the 
tank cover 12 parallel to the aXis of the bolt 93). When the 
fuel ?lter 90 is moved to the insertion position P1, the sender 
unit 95 is moved above the fuel ?lter 90. 

[0089] In the above embodiment, an assembly of the 
sleeve 80, the reservoir 81 and the components housed 
therein, such as the coil spring 82, the fuel pump 16 and the 
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like, corresponds to a ?rst unit UN1, and an assembly of the 
fuel ?lter 90 and the sender unit 95 mounted thereon 
corresponds to a second unit UN2. Incidentally, the ?rst and 
the second units can be comprise various components. For 
eXample, if a pressure regulator for adjusting the pressure of 
the fuel supplied to the fuel injection apparatus is disposed 
Within the fuel tank, it is possible to attach it to the ?rst or 
the second unit. 

[0090] Various details of the invention may be changed 
Without departing from its spirit nor its scope. Furthermore, 
the foregoing description of the embodiments according to 
the present invention is provided for the purpose of illus 
tration only, and not for the purpose of limiting the invention 
as de?ned by the appended claims and their equivalents. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A fuel supplying apparatus comprising: 

a reservoir to be inserted from an opening portion pro 
vided in an upper portion of a fuel tank; 

a tank cover for closing the opening portion of the fuel 
tank; and 

a coupling mechanism for coupling the reservoir and the 
fuel tank With each other so as to be mutually displace 
able, 

Wherein the coupling mechanism comprises a retainer 
member rotatably connected to the reservoir through a 
predetermined pivot and at least one coupling member 
for coupling the retainer member and the tank cover 
With each other so that the pivot is movable in a vertical 
direction of the fuel tank relative to the tank cover. 

2. The fuel supplying apparatus according to claim 1, 
Wherein the coupling mechanism comprises a biasing device 
for imparting a force for depressing the reservoir onto a 
bottom surface of the fuel tank. 

3. The fuel supplying apparatus according to claim 1, 
Wherein the retainer member and the coupling member are 
assembled so as to be mutually displaceable in a linear 
fashion along the vertical direction of the fuel tank. 

4. The fuel supplying apparatus according to claim 3, 
Wherein the pivot is provided at one end side of the reservoir 
in a direction along an inner bottom surface of the fuel tank, 
the fuel supplying apparatus further comprising a stopper for 
alloWing the reservoir to rotate in a direction in Which 
another end side of the reservoir moves doWnWardly beloW 
a level of the pivot, and for limiting a rotation of the 
reservoir in the opposite direction thereto. 

5. The fuel supplying apparatus according to claim 3, 
Wherein the retainer member is formed into a holloW cylin 
drical member connected to the reservoir so as to be rotat 
able about the pivot, and the coupling member is formed into 
a shaft member having a loWer end side slidably inserted 
into a central portion of the retainer member and an upper 
end side attached to the tank cover. 

6. The fuel supplying apparatus according to claim 5, 
Wherein a coil spring for biasing the retainer member toWard 
the inner bottom surface of the fuel tank is provided on an 
outer circumference of the coupling member. 

7. The fuel supplying apparatus according to claim 1, 
Wherein the coupling member is rotatably connected to the 
tank cover and the retainer member, respectively. 

8. The fuel supplying apparatus according to claim 7, 
Wherein a torsion coil spring for imparting a force in a 




