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(57) ABSTRACT 
Abraking force controlling apparatus changes a magnitude 
of a braking force produced by a braking operation based on 
a speed of the braking operation. The braking force control 
ling apparatus is directed to maintaining a brake-assisting 
control even When a beginner unintentionally releases a 
braking operation force on a brake pedal. A hydraulic 
pressure sensor (40) detects a master cylinder pressure, and 
a maximum master cylinder pressure during the braking 
operation of the brake pedal (30) is stored in an ECU (10). 
When the master cylinder pressure is found to be beloW a 
release-judgment level of the master cylinder pressure, 
Which is determined based on the maximum master cylinder 
pressure, the brake-assisting control is terminated. When the 
master cylinder pressure is found to be above the release 
judgment level, the brake-assisting control is maintained. 
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FIG. 5 
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BRAKING FORCE CONTROLLING APPARATUS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention generally relates to a braking 
force controlling apparatus, and more particularly to a 
braking force controlling apparatus Which changes a mag 
nitude of a braking force produced in response to a braking 
operation based on a speed of the braking operation. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

[0002] As disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Appli 
cation No. 4-121260, there is knoWn a braking force con 
trolling apparatus Which generates an increased braking 
force larger than a braking force during a normal control, 
When it is detected that an emergency braking operation is 
performed on an automotive vehicle. The conventional 
apparatus of the above publication is provided With a brake 
booster Which generates a boosted pressure in response to a 
braking operation force Fp on a brake pedal of the vehicle, 
or the boosted pressure being equal to the braking operation 
force Fp multiplied by a given magni?cation factor. The 
boosted pressure is delivered from the brake booster to a 
master cylinder. The master cylinder generates a master 
cylinder pressure Pmc in response to the boosted pressure 
delivered from the brake booster, and the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc is proportional to the braking operation force 
Fp. 

[0003] Further, the conventional apparatus of the above 
publication is provided With a high-pressure source having 
a pump Which generates a brake-assisting pressure. The 
high-pressure source generates a brake-assisting pressure in 
accordance With a drive signal supplied by a control circuit. 
When a speed of the braking operation of the brake pedal 
exceeds a reference speed, it is determined that an emer 
gency braking operation is performed by a vehicle operator, 
and the control circuit supplies a drive signal to the high 
pressure source, the drive signal requesting a maximum 
brake-assisting pressure to be generated by the high-pressure 
source. Both the brake-assisting pressure generated by the 
high-pressure source and the master cylinder pressure Pmc 
generated by the master cylinder are supplied to a sWitching 
valve, and the sWitching valve delivers a larger one of the 
brake-assisting pressure and the master cylinder Pmc to 
Wheel cylinders of the vehicle. 

[0004] In the conventional apparatus of the above publi 
cation, When the speed of the braking operation is beloW the 
reference speed, the master cylinder pressure Pmc, Which is 
proportional to the braking operation force Fp, is supplied to 
the Wheel cylinders. Hereinafter, the control that is per 
formed to generate the braking force by the braking opera 
tion under such a condition Will be called a normal control. 
On the other hand, When the speed of the braking operation 
is above the reference speed, the brake-assisting pressure, 
Which is generated by the high-pressure source, is supplied 
to the Wheel cylinders. Hereinafter, the control that is 
performed to generate an increased braking force larger than 
the braking force generated during the normal control, under 
such a condition, Will be called a brake-assisting control. 

[0005] In the conventional apparatus of the above publi 
cation, When the braking operation of the brake pedal is 
performed at a normal speed, the braking force is controlled 
to the magnitude that is proportional to the braking operation 
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force Fp, and, When the emergency braking operation of the 
brake pedal is performed, the braking force is quickly 
increased to be larger than the braking force during the 
normal control. 

[0006] When a condition that requires the emergency 
braking operation is avoided, it is necessary to terminate the 
brake-assisting control and restart the normal control. The 
vehicle operator releases the braking operation force on the 
brake pedal after the condition requiring the emergency 
braking is avoided. If such a decrease of the braking 
operation force on the brake pedal is detected, it is possible 
to determine the time of termination of the brake-assisting 
control based on the detected braking operation force 
decrease. 

[0007] HoWever, according to experiments performed by 
the inventors of the present invention, it is concluded that 
beginners Who are less experienced in vehicle operation tend 
to unintentionally release the brake pedal during the emer 
gency braking operation. In the conventional apparatus of 
the above publication, When the decrease of the braking 
operation force on the brake pedal is detected, the brake 
assisting control is automatically terminated even if a begin 
ner unintentionally releases the brake pedal. 

[0008] Therefore, When the beginner unintentionally 
releases the braking operation force on the brake pedal 
during the emergency braking operation, the conventional 
apparatus of the above publication automatically terminates 
the brake-assisting control and restarts the normal control 
based on the detected braking operation force change. HoW 
ever, the condition requiring the emergency braking still 
exists When the brake-assisting control is terminated. In such 
a case, the termination of the braking-assisting control is too 
early to ensure a vehicle running stability. Hence, the 
capability of the conventional apparatus of the above pub 
lication is inadequate to effectively achieve the function of 
the brake-assisting control. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] An object of the present invention is to provide an 
improved braking force controlling apparatus in Which the 
above-described problems are eliminated. 

[0010] Another, more speci?c object of the present inven 
tion is to provide a braking force controlling apparatus 
Which safely maintains the brake-assisting control even if a 
beginner unintentionally releases the braking operation 
force on the brake pedal during the emergency braking 
operation. 

[0011] The above-mentioned objects of the present inven 
tion are achieved by a braking force controlling apparatus 
Which selectively performs one of a normal control to 
generate a braking force by a braking operation and a 
brake-assisting control to generate an increased braking 
force larger than the braking force generated during the 
normal control, the apparatus comprising: an operation 
quantity detection means Which detects a quantity of a 
braking operation of a brake pedal; a maximum operation 
quantity storage means Which stores a maximum quantity of 
the braking operation during the braking operation of the 
brake pedal; and a brake-assisting control termination judg 
ment means Which determines Whether the brake-assisting 
control should be terminated based on the braking operation 
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quantity detected by the operation quantity detection means 
and the maximum quantity stored by the maximum opera 
tion quantity storage means. 

[0012] In the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present invention, the time of termination of the brake 
assisting control is determined based on the braking opera 
tion quantity detected by the operation quantity detection 
means and the maXimum quantity stored by the maXimum 
operation quantity storage means. 

[0013] When the emergency braking is required, an eXpe 
rienced vehicle operator intentionally maintains the braking 
operation force on the brake pedal. After the condition 
requiring the emergency braking is avoided, the vehicle 
operator intentionally releases the braking operation force 
on the brake pedal. HoWever, the beginner tends to unin 
tentionally release the brake pedal during the emergency 
braking operation, Which causes a decrease of the braking 
operation force on the brake pedal. 

[0014] Generally, a decrease of the quantity of the braking 
operation of the brake pedal by an unintentional operation of 
the beginner is smaller than a decrease of the quantity of the 
braking operation by an intentional operation of the eXpe 
rienced vehicle operator. It is possible to determine Whether 
the braking operation of the brake pedal is performed 
intentionally or not, by correctly detecting the decrease of 
the quantity of the braking operation. 

[0015] Accordingly, it is possible for the braking force 
controlling apparatus of the present invention to maintain 
the brake-assisting control When the decrease of the quantity 
of the braking operation is determined as being not caused 
by the intentional operation, and to terminate the brake 
assisting control When the decrease of the quantity of the 
braking operation is determined as being caused by the 
intentional operation. 

[0016] In addition, the quantity of the braking operation of 
the brake pedal during the emergency braking operation may 
differ according to the individual vehicle operators. In the 
braking force controlling apparatus of the present invention, 
a maXimum quantity of the braking operation during the 
braking operation is stored by the maXimum operation 
quantity storage means. The determination as to Whether the 
brake-assisting control should be terminated is made based 
on the maXimum quantity stored by the maXimum operation 
quantity storage means and the braking operation quantity 
detected by the operation quantity detection means. It is 
possible to determine the time of the termination of the 
brake-assisting control With accuracy by eliminating the 
differences of the braking operation quantity according to 
the individual vehicle operators. 

[0017] In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
the braking force controlling apparatus may be constructed 
such that the brake-assisting control termination judgment 
means terminates the brake-assisting control When the brak 
ing operation quantity is smaller than a difference betWeen 
the maXimum quantity and a predetermined decrease quan 
tity. Further, in another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the braking force controlling apparatus may be 
constructed such that the brake-assisting control termination 
judgment means terminates the brake-assisting control When 
the braking operation quantity is smaller than a product of 
the maXimum quantity and a decrease ratio. 
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[0018] In these embodiments of the present invention, it is 
possible to determine the time of the termination of the 
brake-assisting control With an increased accuracy by setting 
the decrease quantity or the decrease ratio at an appropriate 
value. 

[0019] In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
the braking force controlling apparatus may be constructed 
such that the brake-assisting control termination judgment 
means determines Whether a brake releasing operation dur 
ing the brake-assisting control is an intentional operation 
based on the braking operation quantity detected by the 
operation quantity detection means and the maXimum quan 
tity stored by the maXimum operation quantity storage 
means, Wherein, When the brake releasing operation is 
determined as being not an intentional operation, the brake 
assisting control termination judgment means maintains the 
brake-assisting control. 

[0020] The above-mentioned objects of the present inven 
tion are achieved by a braking force controlling apparatus 
Which selectively performs one of a normal control to 
generate a braking force by a braking operation and a 
brake-assisting control to generate an increased braking 
force larger than the braking force generated during the 
normal control, the apparatus comprising: an operation 
quantity detection means Which detects a quantity of a 
braking operation of a brake pedal; a maXimum operation 
quantity storage means Which stores a maXimum quantity of 
the braking operation during the braking operation of the 
brake pedal; and a brake-assisting control continuation judg 
ment means Which determines Whether a brake releasing 
operation during the brake-assisting control is an intentional 
operation based on the braking operation quantity detected 
by the operation quantity detection means and the maXimum 
quantity stored by the maXimum operation quantity storage 
means, Wherein, When the brake releasing operation is 
determined as being not an intentional operation, the brake 
assisting control continuation judgment means maintains the 
brake-assisting control. 

[0021] In the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present invention, the brake-assisting control continuation 
judgment means determines Whether a brake releasing 
operation during the brake-assisting control is an intentional 
operation. When the brake releasing operation is determined 
as being not an intentional operation, the brake-assisting 
control continuation judgment means maintains the brake 
assisting control. Hence, When the emergency braking is 
required, it is possible for the braking force controlling 
apparatus of the present invention to quickly increase the 
braking force to be larger than the level during the normal 
control by maintaining the brake-assisting control. 

[0022] In the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present invention, the brake-assisting control continuation 
judgment means makes the determination as to Whether the 
brake releasing operation during the brake-assisting control 
is an intentional operation, based on the braking operation 
quantity detected by the operation quantity detection means 
and the maXimum quantity stored by the maXimum opera 
tion quantity storage means. When the brake releasing 
operation is determined as being an intentional operation, 
the brake-assisting control continuation judgment means 
terminates the brake-assisting control. HoWever, When the 
brake releasing operation is determined as being not an 
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intentional operation, the brake-assisting control continua 
tion judgment means maintains the brake-assisting control. 
Hence, the braking force controlling apparatus of the present 
invention is effective in maintaining the brake-assisting 
control even if a beginner unintentionally releases the brak 
ing operation force on the brake pedal during the emergency 
braking operation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0023] Other objects, features and advantages of the 
present invention Will be more apparent from the folloWing 
detailed description When read in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings in Which: 

[0024] FIG. 1 is a diagram of a ?rst embodiment of a 
braking force controlling apparatus of the present invention; 

[0025] FIG. 2 is a diagram for explaining changes of a 
braking operation force on a brake pedal With respect to the 
elapsed time in various situations; 

[0026] FIG. 3 is a diagram for explaining changes of a 
master cylinder pressure With respect to the elapsed time 
When an emergency braking operation is performed by 
various vehicle operators; 

[0027] FIG. 4 is a ?oWchart for explaining a braking force 
control procedure performed by the braking force control 
ling apparatus of FIG. 1; 

[0028] FIG. 5 is a ?oWchart for explaining another brak 
ing force control procedure performed by the braking force 
controlling apparatus of FIG. 1; and 

[0029] FIG. 6 is a diagram of a second embodiment of the 
braking force controlling apparatus of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0030] A description Will noW be given of the preferred 
embodiments of the present invention With reference to the 
accompanying draWings. 
[0031] FIG. 1 shoWs a ?rst embodiment of the braking 
force controlling apparatus of the present invention. The 
braking force controlling apparatus of FIG. 1 is incorpo 
rated in an automotive vehicle, and controlled by an elec 
tronic control unit 10 (hereinafter, called ECU 10). 

[0032] In FIG. 1, input signal paths on Which signals 
supplied by certain elements of the braking force controlling 
apparatus are sent to the ECU 10, and output signal paths on 
Which signals supplied by the ECU 10 are sent to certain 
elements of the braking force controlling apparatus are 
indicated by the dotted-line arroWs in FIG. 1. Further, brake 
?uid paths on Which brake ?uid is supplied betWeen the 
elements of the braking force controlling apparatus are 
indicated by the solid lines or the one-dot chain lines in FIG. 
1. 

[0033] The braking force controlling apparatus includes a 
pump 12. The pump 12 is provided With an actuating motor 
14. The actuating motor 14 actuates the pump 12 so that the 
pump 12 supplies a high-pressure brake ?uid. The pump 12 
has an inlet port 12a Which is connected to a reservoir tank 
16. The pump 12 has an outlet port 12b Which is connected 
to an accumulator 20 via a check valve 18. The pump 12 
produces a high-pressure brake ?uid from the brake ?uid 
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received from the reservoir tank 16, and supplies the high 
pressure brake ?uid from the outlet port 12b to the accu 
mulator 20 so that the accumulator 20 stores the high 
pressure brake ?uid supplied by the pump 12. The check 
valve 18 alloWs only a ?oW of the high-pressure brake ?uid 
from the pump 12 to the accumulator 20, and inhibits a 
counter ?oW of the brake ?uid from the accumulator 20 to 
the pump 12. 

[0034] The accumulator 20 is connected through a high 
pressure line 22 to a high-pressure port 24a of a regulator 24. 
The accumulator 20 is further connected through the high 
pressure line 22 to a regulator sWitching solenoid 26 (here 
inafter, called STR 26). The regulator 24 has a loW-pressure 
port 24b Which is connected through a loW-pressure line 28 
to the reservoir tank 16. The regulator 24 has a controlled 
pressure port 24c Which is connected through a controlled 
pressure line 29 to the STR 26. The STR 26 is a tWo-position 
solenoid valve Which selectively opens one of the high 
pressure line 22 and the controlled-pressure line 29 and 
closes the other. The STR 26 is normally set in a ?rst 
position so that the STR 26 opens the controlled-pressure 
line 29 and closes the high-pressure line 22. When a drive 
signal is supplied to the STR 26 by the ECU 10, the STR 26 
is set in a second position so that the STR 26 closes the 
controlled-pressure line 29 and opens the high-pressure line 
22. Abrake pedal 30 is connected to the regulator 24, and a 
master cylinder 32 is ?xed to the regulator 24. The regulator 
24 contains a pressure chamber therein, and the controlled 
pressure port 24c is open to the pressure chamber of the 
regulator 24. In the regulator 24, one of the high-pressure 
port 24a and the loW-pressure port 24b is selectively con 
nected to the pressure chamber in response to a condition (a 
speed or a quantity) of the braking operation of the brake 
pedal 30. 

[0035] The regulator 24 is arranged such that the internal 
pressure of the pressure chamber is adjusted to a brake ?uid 
pressure proportional to the braking operation force Fp on 
the brake pedal 30. Hence, the brake ?uid pressure propor 
tional to the braking operation force Fp is present at the 
controlled-pressure port 24c of the regulator 24. Hereinafter, 
this brake ?uid pressure Will be called the regulator pressure 
Pre. 

[0036] The braking operation force Fp exerted on the 
brake pedal 30 is mechanically transmitted to the master 
cylinder 32 via the regulator 24. In addition, a force pro 
portional to the regulator pressure Pre at the controlled 
pressure port 24c of the regulator 24 is transmitted to the 
master cylinder 32. Hereinafter, this force Will be called the 
brake-assisting force Fa. Hence, When the brake pedal 30 is 
depressed, a resultant force of the braking operation force Fp 
and the brake-assisting force Fa is transmitted to the master 
cylinder 32. 

[0037] The master cylinder 32 includes a ?rst pressure 
chamber 32a (“No. 1”) and a second pressure chamber 32b 
(“No. 2”) provided therein. In the master cylinder 32, a 
master cylinder pressure Pmc, Which is proportional to the 
resultant force of the braking operation force Fp and the 
brake-assisting force Fa, is produced in both the ?rst pres 
sure chamber 32a and the second pressure chamber 32b. A 
proportioning valve 38 (hereinafter, called the P valve 38) is 
connected to both the ?rst pressure chamber 32a and the 
second pressure chamber 32b of the master cylinder 32. 
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Hence, both the master cylinder pressure Pmc produced in 
the ?rst pressure chamber 32a and the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc produced in the second pressure chamber 32b 
are supplied to the P valve 34. 

[0038] A ?rst pressure line 36 and a second pressure line 
38 are connected to the P valve 34. When the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc is beloW a reference pressure, the P valve 34 
supplies the master cylinder pressure Pmc to both the ?rst 
pressure line 36 and the second pressure line 38. When the 
master cylinder pressure Pmc is above the reference valve, 
the P valve 34 supplies the master cylinder pressure Pmc to 
the ?rst pressure line 36 and supplies a reduced pressure to 
the second pressure line 38. The reduced pressure, supplied 
to the second pressure line 38 in this case, is equal to the 
master cylinder pressure Pmc multiplied by a given reduc 
tion ratio. 

[0039] A hydraulic pressure sensor 40 is connected to the 
brake ?uid path betWeen the P valve 34 and the second 
pressure chamber 32b of the master cylinder 32. The hydrau 
lic pressure sensor 40 outputs a signal, indicative of the 
master cylinder pressure Pmc, to the ECU 10. The ECU 10 
detects the master cylinder pressure Pmc, produced in the 
master cylinder 32, based on the signal supplied by the 
hydraulic pressure sensor 40. 

[0040] Athird pressure line 42 is connected to the STR 26. 
As described above, the STR 26 selectively opens one of the 
high-pressure line 22 and the controlled-pressure line 29 and 
closes the other. The brake ?uid pressure from one of the 
high-pressure line 22 and the controlled-pressure line 29 is 
supplied to the third pressure line 42 according to the 
position of the STR 26. In the present embodiment, the brake 
?uid pressure from one of the ?rst pressure line 36 con 
nected to the P valve 34 and the third pressure line 42 
connected to the STR 26, is supplied to both a Wheel 
cylinder 44FR and a Wheel cylinder 44FL, Which are respec 
tively provided on a front-right Wheel (“ER”) and a front-left 
Wheel (“FL”) of the vehicle. Further, in the present embodi 
ment, the brake ?uid pressure from one of the second 
pressure line 38 connected to the P valve 34 and the third 
pressure line 42 connected to the STR 26, is supplied to both 
a Wheel cylinder 44RR and a Wheel cylinder 44RL, Which 
are respectively provided on a rear-right Wheel (“RR”) and 
a rear-left Wheel (“RL”) of the vehicle. 

[0041] A ?rst pressure-assisting solenoid 46 (hereinafter, 
called SA-146) and a second pressure-assisting solenoid 48 
(hereinafter, called SA-248) are connected to the ?rst pres 
sure line 36. A front-right pressure-holding solenoid 50 
(hereinafter, called SFRH 50), a front-left pressure-holding 
solenoid 52 (hereinafter, called SFLH 52), and a third 
pressure-assisting solenoid 54 (hereinafter, called SA-354) 
are connected to the third pressure line 42. 

[0042] The SFRH 50 is a tWo-position solenoid valve 
Which is normally set in a valve-open position. The SFRH 50 
is connected through a pressure adjustment line 56 to both 
the SA-146 and a front-right pressure-reducing solenoid 58 
(hereinafter, called SFRR 58). A check valve 60 is provided 
in a bypass line betWeen the third pressure line 42 and the 
pressure adjustment line 56. The check valve 60 alloWs only 
a How of the brake ?uid from the pressure adjustment line 
56 to the third pressure line 42, and inhibits a counter How 
of the brake ?uid from the third pressure line 42 to the 
pressure adjustment line 56. 
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[0043] The SA-146 is a tWo-position solenoid valve Which 
selectively connects one of the ?rst pressure line 36 and the 
pressure adjustment line 56 to the Wheel cylinder 44FR. The 
SA-146 is normally set in a ?rst position so that the SA-146 
connects the ?rst pressure line 36 to the Wheel cylinder 
44FR. When a drive signal is supplied to the SA-146 by the 
ECU 10, the SA-146 is set in a second position so that the 
SA-146 connects the pressure adjustment line 56 to the 
Wheel cylinder 44FR. The SFRR 58 is a tWo-position 
solenoid valve Which disconnects the pressure adjustment 
line 56 from or connects the pressure adjustment line 56 to 
the reservoir tank 16. The SFRR 58 is normally set in a 
valve-closed position so that the SFRR 58 disconnects the 
pressure adjustment line 56 from the reservoir tank 16. 
When a drive signal is supplied to the SFRR 58 by the ECU 
10, the SFRR 58 is set in a valve-open position so that the 
SFRR 58 connects the pressure adjustment line 56 to the 
reservoir tank 16. 

[0044] The SFLH 52 is a tWo-position solenoid valve 
Which is normally set in a valve-open position. The SFLH 52 
is connected through a pressure adjustment line 62 to both 
the SA-248 and a front-left pressure-reducing solenoid 64 
(hereinafter, called SFLR 64). A check valve 66 is provided 
in a bypass line betWeen the third pressure line 42 and the 
pressure adjustment line 62. The check valve 66 alloWs only 
a How of the brake ?uid from the pressure adjustment line 
62 to the third pressure line 42, and inhibits a counter How 
of the brake ?uid from the third pressure line 42 to the 
pressure adjustment line 62. 

[0045] The SA-248 is a tWo-position solenoid valve Which 
selectively connects one of the ?rst pressure line 36 and the 
pressure adjustment line 62 to the Wheel cylinder 44FL. The 
SA-248 is normally set in a ?rst position so that the SA-248 
connects the ?rst pressure line 36 to the Wheel cylinder 
44FL. When a drive signal is supplied to the SA-248 by the 
ECU 10, the SA-248 is set in a second position so that the 
SA-248 connects the pressure adjustment line 62 to the 
Wheel cylinder 44FL. The SFLR 64 is a tWo-position sole 
noid valve Which disconnects the pressure adjustment line 
62 from or connects the pressure adjustment line 62 to the 
reservoir tank 16. The SFLR 64 is normally set in a 
valve-closed position so that the SFLR 64 disconnects the 
pressure adjustment line 62 from the reservoir tank 16. 
When a drive signal is supplied to the SFLR 64 by the ECU 
10, the SFLR 64 is set in a valve-open position so that the 
SFLR 64 connects the pressure adjustment line 62 to the 
reservoir tank 16. 

[0046] The second pressure line 38 at the output of the P 
valve 34 is connected to the SA-354. A rear-right pressure 
holding solenoid 68 (hereinafter, called SRRH 68) and a 
rear-left pressure-holding solenoid 70 (hereinafter, called 
SRLH 70) are connected to the doWnstream side of the 
SA-354. The SRRH 68 and the SRLH 70 are respectively 
provided for the Wheel cylinder 44RR and the Wheel cylin 
der 44RL. 

[0047] The SA-354 is a tWo-position solenoid valve Which 
selectively connects one of the second pressure line 38 and 
the third pressure line 42 to the SRRH 68 and the SRLH 70. 
The SA-354 is normally set in a ?rst position so that the 
SA-354 connects the second pressure line 38 to the SRRH 
68 and the SRLH 70. When a drive signal is supplied to the 
SA-354 by the ECU 10, the SA-354 is set in a second 
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position so that the SA-354 connects the third pressure line 
42 to the SRRH 68 and the SRLH 70. 

[0048] The SRRH 68 is a tWo-position solenoid valve 
Which is normally set in a valve-open position. The doWn 
stream side of the SRRH 68 is connected through a pressure 
adjustment line 72 to both the Wheel cylinder 44RR and a 
rear-right pressure-reducing solenoid 74 (hereinafter, called 
SRRR 74). The SRRR 74 is a tWo-position solenoid valve 
Which disconnects the pressure adjustment line 72 from or 
connects the pressure adjustment line 72 to the reservoir 
tank 16. The SRRR 74 is normally set in a valve-closed 
position so that the SRRR 74 disconnects the pressure 
adjustment line 72 from the reservoir tank 16. When a drive 
signal is supplied to the SRRR 74 by the ECU 10, the SRRR 
74 is set in a valve-open position so that the SRRR 74 
connects the pressure adjustment line 72 to the reservoir 
tank 16. A check valve 76 is provided in a bypass line 
betWeen the SA-354 and the pressure adjustment line 72. 
The check valve 76 alloWs only a ?oW of the brake ?uid 
from the pressure adjustment line 72 to the SA-354, and 
inhibits a counter ?oW of the brake ?uid from the SA-354 to 
the pressure adjustment line 72. 

[0049] The SRLH 70 is a tWo-position solenoid valve 
Which is normally set in a valve-open position. The doWn 
stream side of the SRLH 70 is connected through a pressure 
adjustment line 78 to both the Wheel cylinder 44RL and a 
rear-left pressure-reducing solenoid 80 (hereinafter, called 
SRLR 80). The SRLR 80 is a tWo-position solenoid valve 
Which disconnects the pressure adjustment line 78 from or 
connects the pressure adjustment line 78 to the reservoir 
tank 16. The SRLR 80 is normally set in a valve-closed 
position so that the SRLR 80 disconnects the pressure 
adjustment line 78 from the reservoir tank 16. When a drive 
signal is supplied to the SRLR 80 by the ECU 10, the SRLR 
80 is set in a valve-open position so that the SRLR 80 
connects the pressure adjustment line 78 to the reservoir 
tank 16. A check valve 82 is provided in a bypass line 
betWeen the SA-354 and the pressure adjustment line 78. 
The check valve 82 alloWs only a ?oW of the brake ?uid 
from the pressure adjustment line 78 to the SA-354, and 
inhibits a counter ?oW of the brake ?uid from the SA-354 to 
the pressure adjustment line 78. 

[0050] In the braking force controlling apparatus of FIG. 
1, a brake sWitch 84 is provided in the vicinity of the brake 
pedal 30. When the brake pedal 30 is depressed by the 
vehicle operator, the brake sWitch 84 outputs an ON signal 
to the ECU 10. The ECU 10 determines Whether the braking 
operation is performed by the vehicle operator, based on the 
signal supplied by the brake sWitch 84. 

[0051] In the braking force controlling apparatus of FIG. 
1, a Wheel speed sensor 86FR, a Wheel speed sensor 86FL, 
a Wheel speed sensor 86RR and a Wheel speed sensor 86RL 
are provided in the vicinity of the front-right Wheel FR, the 
front-left Wheel FL, the rear-right Wheel RR and the rear-left 
Wheel RL of the vehicle, respectively. Hereinafter, these 
Wheel speed sensors Will be collectively referred to as the 
Wheel speed sensors 86. Each of the Wheel speed sensors 86 
outputs a signal, indicative of the Wheel speed of the related 
one of the Wheels FR, FL, RR and RL, to the ECU 10. The 
ECU 10 detects the respective Wheel speeds of the Wheels 
FR, FL, RR and RL, based on the signals supplied by the 
Wheel speed sensors 86. 
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[0052] In the braking force controlling apparatus of FIG. 
1, the ECU 10 supplies the respective drive signals to the 
STR 26, the SA-146, the SA-248, the SA-354, the SFRH 50, 
the SFLH 52, the SFRR 58, the SFLR 64, the SRRH 68, the 
SRLH 70, the SRRR 74 and the SRLR 80 in a controlled 
manner based on the signals supplied by the hydraulic 
pressure sensor 40, the brake sWitch 84 and the Wheel speed 
sensors 86. 

[0053] Next, a description Will be given of the operation of 
the braking force controlling apparatus of the present 
embodiment. When the operating condition of the vehicle is 
found stable, the normal control is performed by the braking 
force controlling apparatus of the present embodiment to 
generate a braking force in accordance With the braking 
operation force Fp on the brake pedal 30. 

[0054] In order to perform the normal control by the 
braking force controlling apparatus, the ECU 10 supplies no 
drive signals to the STR 26, the SA-146, the SA-248, the 
SA-354, the SFRH 50, the SFLH 52, the SFRR 58, the SFLR 
64, the SRRH 68, the SRLH 70, the SRRR 74 and the SRLR 
80 so that the above solenoids are set in the positions as 
shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0055] More speci?cally, When the above solenoids of the 
braking force controlling apparatus are in the positions 
shoWn in FIG. 1, the Wheel cylinders 44FR and 44FL are 
connected to the ?rst pressure line 36, and the Wheel 
cylinders 44RR and 44RL are connected to the second 
pressure line 38. In this condition, the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc from the master cylinder 32 is supplied to and 
received by the Wheel cylinders 44FR, 44FL, 44RL and 
44RR (hereinafter, these Wheel cylinders Will be collectively 
called the Wheel cylinders 44). Hence, in each of the 
respective Wheels FR, FL, RR and RL of the vehicle, the 
braking force in accordance With the braking operation force 
Fp is generated. 

[0056] In the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present embodiment, When it is found that any of the Wheels 
of the vehicle Will be locked, it is determined that anti-lock 
braking system (ABS) control execution conditions are 
satis?ed. After this determination is made, the execution of 
the ABS control of the braking force controlling apparatus is 
started. 

[0057] The ECU 10 calculates respective Wheel speeds 
VWfr, VW?, VWrr and VWrl (hereinafter, these Wheel speeds 
Will be collectively called the Wheel speeds VW) of the 
vehicle Wheels based on the signals supplied by the Wheel 
speed sensors 86. By using a knoWn vehicle speed estima 
tion method, the ECU 10 determines an estimated vehicle 
speed Vso from the calculated Wheel speeds VW. If the 
braking force is exerted on the vehicle by the braking 
operation, the ECU 10 calculates a slip ratio S of each of the 
vehicle Wheels from the related Wheel speed VW and the 
estimated vehicle speed Vso in accordance With the folloW 
ing formula: 

S=(Vs0—VW)-100/Vs0 (1) 

[0058] Then, the ECU 10 determines Whether the ABS 
control execution conditions are satis?ed based on the slip 
ratio S of each of the vehicle Wheels. When the slip ratio S 
is found to be above a reference value, it is determined that 
the ABS control execution conditions are satis?ed. When 
this determination is made, the ECU 10 supplies the drive 
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signals to the SA-146, the SA-248 and the SA-354. When 
the drive signal is supplied to the SA146, the SA-146 is set 
in the second position so that the SA-146 connects the 
pressure adjustment line 56 to the Wheel cylinder 44FR. The 
SA-146 closes off or disconnects the ?rst pressure line 36 
from the Wheel cylinder 44FR. When the drive signal is 
supplied to the SA-248, the SA-248 is set in the second 
position so that the SA-248 connects the pressure adjustment 
line 62 to the Wheel cylinder 44FL. The SA-248 closes off 
or disconnects the ?rst pressure line 36 from the Wheel 
cylinder 44FL. When the drive signal is supplied to the 
SA-354, the SA-354 is set in the second position so that the 
SA-354 connects the third pressure line 42 to the SRRH 68 
and the SRLH 70. The SA-354 closes off or disconnects the 
second pressure line 38 from the SRRH 68 and the SRLH 
70. 

[0059] When the solenoids 46, 48 and 54 are set in the 
second positions as described above, the SFRH 50, the 
SFLH 52, the SRRH 68 and the SRLH 70 (these solenoids 
Will be called the pressure-holding solenoids SH), as Well as 
the SFRR 58, the SFLR 64, the SRRR 74 and the SRLR 80 
(these solenoids Will be called the pressure-reducing sole 
noids SR) are connected to the respective Wheels cylinders 
44, and the regulator pressure Pre from the regulator 24 is 
supplied to the upstream sides of the pressure-holding 
solenoids SH through the third pressure line 42 and the STR 
26. 

[0060] During the ABS control of the braking force con 
trolling apparatus of the present embodiment Wherein the 
solenoids 46, 48 and 54 are set in the second positions as 
described above, the pressure-holding solenoids SH and the 
pressure-reducing solenoids SR may be controlled by the 
ECU 10 such that the pressure-holding solenoids SH are set 
in the valve-open positions and the pressure-reducing sole 
noids SR are set in the valve-closed positions. When the 
ECU 10 performs this control procedure in the braking force 
controlling apparatus, a Wheel cylinder pressure PWc of the 
related one of the Wheel cylinders 44 is increased up to the 
regulator pressure Pre. This control procedure Will be called 
(1) a pressure-increasing control mode. 

[0061] Alternatively, during the ABS control of the brak 
ing force controlling apparatus of the present embodiment 
Wherein the solenoids 46, 48 and 54 are set in the second 
positions as described above, the pressure-holding solenoids 
SH and the pressure-reducing solenoids SR may be con 
trolled by the ECU 10 such that the pressure-holding sole 
noids SH are set in the valve-closed positions and the 
pressure-reducing solenoids SR are set in the valve-closed 
positions. When the ECU 10 performs this control procedure 
in the braking force controlling apparatus, the Wheel cylin 
der pressure PWc of the related one of the Wheel cylinders 44 
is held at the same level Without increase or decrease. 
Hereinafter, this control procedure Will be called (2) a 
pressure-holding control mode. 

[0062] Alternatively, during the ABS control of the brak 
ing force controlling apparatus of the present embodiment 
Wherein the solenoids 46, 48 and 54 are set in the second 
positions as described above, the pressure-holding solenoids 
SH and the pressure-reducing solenoids SR may be con 
trolled by the ECU 10 such that the pressure-holding sole 
noids SH are set in the valve-closed positions and the 
pressure-reducing solenoids SR are set in the valve-open 
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positions. When the ECU 10 performs this control procedure 
in the braking force controlling apparatus, the Wheel cylin 
der pressure PWc of the related one of the Wheel cylinders 44 
is decreased. This control procedure Will be called (3) a 
pressure-decreasing control mode. 

[0063] In the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present embodiment, the ECU 10 suitably performs one of 
(1) the pressure-increasing control mode, (2) the pressure 
holding control mode and (3) the pressure-decreasing con 
trol mode so as to maintain the slip ratio S of each of the 
vehicle Wheels FR, FL, RR and RL beloW the reference 
value, preventing all the vehicle Wheels from being locked 
during the braking operation. 

[0064] It is necessary to quickly decrease the Wheel cyl 
inder pressure PWc of the related one of the Wheel cylinders 
44 after the vehicle operator releases the braking operation 
force on the brake pedal 30 during the ABS control. In the 
braking force controlling apparatus of the present embodi 
ment, the check valves 60, 66, 76 and 82 are provided in the 
brake ?uid paths connected to the Wheel cylinders 44, so as 
to alloW only the How of the brake ?uid from the pressure 
adjustment lines 56, 62, 72 and 78 (connected to the Wheel 
cylinders 44) to the third pressure line 42. As the check 
valves 60, 66, 76 and 82 function in this manner, it is 
possible for the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present embodiment to quickly decrease the Wheel cylinder 
pressure PWc after the vehicle operator releases the braking 
operation force on the brake pedal 30 during the ABS 
control. 

[0065] During the ABS control of the braking force con 
trolling apparatus of the present embodiment, the Wheel 
cylinder pressure PWc of the related one of the Wheel 
cylinders 44 is suitably adjusted by supplying the regulator 
pressure Pre from the regulator 24 to the Wheel cylinders 44. 
More speci?cally, When the brake ?uid from the pump 12 is 
delivered to the Wheel cylinders 44, the Wheel cylinder 
pressure PWc is increased, and, When the brake ?uid Within 
the Wheel cylinders 44 is returned to the reservoir tank 16, 
the Wheel cylinder pressure PWc is decreased. If the increase 
of the Wheel cylinder pressure PWc is performed by using the 
master cylinder 32 as the only brake ?uid pressure source, 
the brake ?uid contained in the master cylinder 32 is 
gradually decreased through a repeated execution of the 
pressure-increasing control mode and the pressure-decreas 
ing control mode. In such a condition, the master cylinder 32 
may be malfunctioning due to a too small amount of the 
brake ?uid contained in the master cylinder 32. 

[0066] In order to avoid the malfunction of the master 
cylinder 32 mentioned above, in the braking force control 
ling apparatus of the present embodiment, the increase of the 
Wheel cylinder pressure PWc is performed by selectively 
using one of the master cylinder 32 and the pump 12 as the 
brake ?uid pressure source. If the increase of the Wheel 
cylinder pressure PWc is performed by using the pump 12 as 
the brake ?uid pressure source, the present embodiment can 
avoid the malfunction of the master cylinder 32. It is 
possible for the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present embodiment to maintain a stable operating condition 
even When the ABS control is continuously performed over 
an extended period of time. 

[0067] As described above, the execution of the ABS 
control of the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
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present embodiment is started When it is found that any of 
the Wheels of the vehicle Will be locked. In other Words, the 
prerequisite condition to start the execution of the ABS 
control of the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present embodiment is that the vehicle operator exerts an 
adequate braking operation force Fp on the brake pedal 30 
so as to produce a large slip ratio S of any of the vehicle 
Wheels Which can be detected by the braking force control 
ling apparatus. 
[0068] FIG. 2 shoWs changes of the braking operation 
force Fp on the brake pedal 30 With respect to the elapsed 
time in various situations. A change of the braking operation 
force Fp exerted on the brake pedal 30 by an experienced 
vehicle operator Who is intended to perform an emergency 
braking operation, and a change of the braking operation 
force Fp exerted on the brake pedal 30 by a beginner Who is 
intended to perform the emergency braking operation, are 
indicated by the curve “A” and the curve “B” in FIG. 2, 
respectively. Generally, it is necessary that the braking 
operation force Fp during the emergency braking operation 
is large enough to start the execution of the ABS control of 
the braking force controlling apparatus. 
[0069] As indicated by the curve “A” of FIG. 2, in the 
case of the experienced vehicle operator, When a condition 
requiring the emergency braking has occurred, the braking 
operation force Fp on the brake pedal 30 is quickly raised to 
an adequately large level, and the braking operation force Fp 
is maintained at the adequately large level over a certain 
period of time. In response to the braking operation of the 
brake pedal 30, an adequately large master cylinder pressure 
Pmc from the master cylinder 32 is supplied to the Wheel 
cylinders 44, and the ABS control of the braking force 
controlling apparatus can be started. 

[0070] HoWever, as indicated by the curve “B” of FIG. 2, 
in the case of the beginner, When the condition requiring the 
emergency braking has occurred, the braking operation 
force Fp may not be maintained at the adequately large level 
over a certain period of time although the braking operation 
force Fp is initially raised to the adequately large level. 
Hence, in response to the braking operation of the brake 
pedal 30 by the beginner, an adequately large master cylin 
der pressure Pmc from the master cylinder 32 may not be 
supplied to the Wheel cylinders 44, and the ABS control of 
the braking force controlling apparatus cannot be started. 

[0071] Generally, beginners Who are less experienced in 
vehicle operation tend to unintentionally release the brake 
pedal 30 during the emergency braking operation. In the 
braking force controlling apparatus of the present invention, 
a braking force control procedure is performed by the ECU 
10 When a brake releasing operation of the brake pedal 30 is 
determined as being an intentional operation, and this brak 
ing force control procedure alloWs the adequately large 
master cylinder pressure Pmc of the master cylinder 32 to be 
supplied to the Wheel cylinders 44 even if the braking 
operation force Fp is not raised to the adequately large level 
as indicated by the curve “B” in FIG. 2. Hereinafter, this 
braking force control procedure Will be called a brake 
assisting control. 
[0072] Before starting the brake-assisting control in the 
braking force controlling apparatus of the present invention, 
it is necessary to determine, With accuracy, Whether a 
braking operation of the brake pedal 30 is intended to 
perform the emergency braking operation or not. 
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[0073] In FIG. 2, changes of the braking operation force 
Fp on the brake pedal 30 (Which is intended to perform a 
normal braking operation) With respect to the elapsed time 
in various situations are indicated by the curves “C” and 
“D”. As indicated by the curves “A” through “D”, a rate of 
change of the braking operation force Fp during the normal 
braking operation is smaller than a rate of change of the 
braking operation force Fp during the emergency braking 
operation. In addition, a convergence value of the braking 
operation force Fp during the normal braking operation is 
smaller than that of the braking operation force Fp during the 
emergency braking operation. 

[0074] The braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present invention takes account of the differences betWeen 
the braking operation force Fp during the normal braking 
operation and the braking operation force Fp during the 
emergency braking operation as shoWn in FIG. 2. When a 
rate of change of the braking operation force Fp during an 
initial period of the braking operation is above a certain 
reference value and the braking operation force Fp is raised 
to an adequately large level (Which falls Within a region (I) 
above the borderline indicated by a dotted line in FIG. 2), 
the ECU 10 of the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present invention determines that the braking operation of 
the brake pedal 30 is intended to perform the emergency 
braking operation. 

[0075] On the other hand, When the rate of change of the 
braking operation force Fp during the initial period of the 
braking operation is not above the reference value, or When 
the braking operation force Fp is not raised to the adequately 
large level (Which falls Within a region (II) beloW the 
borderline indicated by the dotted line in FIG. 2), the ECU 
10 of the braking force controlling apparatus of the present 
invention determines that the braking operation of the brake 
pedal 30 is intended to perform the normal braking opera 
tion. 

[0076] In the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present invention, the ECU 10 makes a determination as to 
Whether a speed of the braking operation of the brake pedal 
30 is above a reference speed, and makes a determination as 
to Whether a quantity of the braking operation of the brake 
pedal 30 is above a reference quantity. In accordance With 
the results of the determinations, the ECU 10 can determine 
Whether the braking operation of the brake pedal 30 is 
intended to perform the emergency braking operation or the 
normal braking operation. 

[0077] In the braking force controlling apparatus of FIG. 
1, the speed and the quantity of the braking operation of the 
brake pedal 30 are detected by using the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc as the parameter to de?ne the braking opera 
tion speed or the braking operation quantity. The master 
cylinder pressure Pmc is detected by the ECU 10 based on 
the signal supplied by the hydraulic pressure sensor 40. The 
master cylinder pressure Pmc varies in proportion With the 
braking operation quantity, and a rate of change (dPmc) of 
the master cylinder pressure Pmc is in correspondence With 
the braking operation speed. Accordingly, before starting the 
brake-assisting control, the braking force controlling appa 
ratus of the present embodiment can determine, With accu 
racy, Whether the braking operation of the brake pedal 30 is 
intended to perform the emergency braking operation or not. 
Hereinafter, this function of the braking force controlling 
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apparatus of the present embodiment Will be called a brake 
assisting control start judgment means. The ECU 10 acts as 
the brake-assisting control start judgment means. 

[0078] Alternatively, in the braking force controlling 
apparatus of the present invention, the brake-assisting con 
trol start judgment means may be constituted by using 
another quantity of the braking operation of the brake pedal 
30 other than the master cylinder pressure Pmc or the rate of 
change dPmc thereof described above With the present 
embodiment. 

[0079] Next, a description Will be given of the operation of 
the braking force controlling apparatus of the present 
embodiment after it is determined that the brake-assisting 
control should be started. As described above, in the present 
embodiment, When the speed of the braking operation of the 
brake pedal 30 (or the rate of change dPmc of the master 
cylinder pressure) is above the reference speed and the 
quantity of the braking operation of the brake pedal 30 (or 
the master cylinder pressure Pmc) is above the reference 
quantity, the ECU 10 determines that the braking operation 
of the brake pedal 30 is intended to perform the emergency 
braking operation. 

[0080] When it is determined that the braking operation of 
the brake pedal 30 is intended to perform the emergency 
braking operation, the ECU 10 supplies the drive signals to 
the STR 26, the SA-146, the SA-248 and the SA-354. 

[0081] When the drive signal is supplied to the STR 26 by 
the ECU 10, the STR 26 is set in the second position so that 
the STR 26 closes the controlled-pressure line 29 connected 
to the regulator 24, and connects the high-pressure line 22 to 
the third pressure line 42. The accumulator pressure Pacc 
from the accumulator 20 is supplied to the third pressure line 
42 through the STR 26. When the drive signal is supplied to 
the SA-146, the SA-146 is set in the second position so that 
the SA-146 connects the pressure adjustment line 56 to the 
Wheel cylinder 44FR. The SA-146 closes off or disconnects 
the ?rst pressure line 36 from the Wheel cylinder 44FR. 
When the drive signal is supplied to the SA-248, the SA-248 
is set in the second position so that the SA-248 connects the 
pressure adjustment line 62 to the Wheel cylinder 44FL. The 
SA-248 closes off or disconnects the ?rst pressure line 36 
from the Wheel cylinder 44FL. When the drive signal is 
supplied to the SA-354, the SA-354 is set in the second 
position so that the SA-354 connects the third pressure line 
42 to the SRRH 68 and the SRLH 70. The SA-354 closes off 
or disconnects the second pressure line 38 from the SRRH 
68 and the SRLH 70. 

[0082] Hence, When the drive signals are supplied to the 
STR 26, the SA-146, the SA-248 and the SA-354, all the 
Wheel cylinders 44 are connected to both the pressure 
holding solenoids SH and the pressure-reducing solenoids 
SR, and the accumulator pressure Pacc is supplied to the 
upstream sides of the pressure-holding solenoids SH through 
the STR 26. 

[0083] Immediately When it is determined that the braking 
operation of the brake pedal 30 is intended to perform the 
emergency braking operation, the ECU 10 does not yet 
supply the drive signals to the pressure-holding solenoids 
SH or the pressure-reducing solenoids SR. The accumulator 
pressure Pacc is supplied to the Wheel cylinders 44 through 
the pressure-holding solenoids SH. Consequently, the Wheel 
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cylinder pressure PWc of each of the Wheel cylinders 44 is 
quickly increased to the accumulator pressure Pacc. 

[0084] Accordingly, it is possible for the braking force 
controlling apparatus of the present embodiment to quickly 
increase the Wheel cylinder pressure PWc of each of the 
Wheel cylinders 44 When the emergency braking operation is 
performed, regardless of the magnitude of the braking 
operation force Fp. Therefore, in the braking force control 
ling apparatus of the present embodiment, after the condi 
tion requiring the emergency braking has occurred, it is 
possible to quickly generate an increased braking force 
larger than that generated during the normal control, even if 
the vehicle operator is a beginner. 

[0085] After the accumulator pressure Pacc is continu 
ously supplied to the Wheel cylinders 44, the increased 
braking force is generated on the vehicle, and a relatively 
large slip ratio S of the vehicle Wheels FR, FL, RR and RL 
is produced. It is then determined that the ABS control 
eXecution conditions are satis?ed. After this determination is 
made, the eXecution of the ABS control of the braking force 
controlling apparatus of the present embodiment is started. 
As described above, the ECU 10 suitably performs one of 
(1) the pressure-increasing control mode, (2) the pressure 
holding control mode and (3) the pressure-decreasing con 
trol mode so as to maintain the slip ratio S of each of the 
vehicle Wheels FR, FL, RR and RL beloW the reference 
value, preventing all the vehicle Wheels from being locked 
during the braking operation. 

[0086] When the ABS control is performed folloWing the 
emergency braking operation, the Wheel cylinder pressure 
PWc of each of the Wheel cylinders 44 is increased by the 
supply of the accumulator pressure Pacc from the pump 12 
or the accumulator 20 to the Wheel cylinders 44, While the 
Wheel cylinder pressure PWc is reduced by the returning 
How of the brake ?uid Within the Wheel cylinders 44 to the 
reservoir tank 16. It is possible to prevent the malfunctioning 
of the master cylinder 32 even When the repeated execution 
of the pressure-increasing mode control and the pressure 
reducing mode control is performed during the ABS control. 

[0087] When the vehicle operator starts releasing the 
brake pedal 30 after the brake-assisting control Was started 
by the emergency braking operation, it is necessary to 
terminate the brake-assisting control. In the braking force 
controlling apparatus of the present embodiment, during the 
eXecution of the brake-assisting control, the ECU 10 sup 
plies the drive signals to the STR 26, the SA-146, the 
SA-248 and the SA-354. When the drive signals are supplied 
to the solenoids 26, 46, 48, and 54 by the ECU 10, the 
solenoids 26, 46, 48 and 54 are set in the second positions 
as described above. In this condition, the internal pressure 
chamber of the regulator 24 is isolated from the Wheel 
cylinders 44 and the pump 12, and both the ?rst pressure 
chamber 32a and the second pressure chamber 32b of the 
master cylinder 32 are isolated from the Wheel cylinders 44 
and the pump 12. 

[0088] Hence, in the braking force controlling apparatus 
of the present embodiment, during the eXecution of the 
brake-assisting control, the master cylinder pressure Pmc 
varies in proportion With the braking operation force Fp on 
the brake pedal 30. By monitoring the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc Which is detected based on the signal supplied 
by the hydraulic pressure sensor 40, the ECU 10 can easily 
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determine Whether a brake releasing operation of the brake 
pedal 30 is performed by the vehicle operator. When it is 
determined that the brake releasing operation is performed, 
the ECU 10 stops supplying the drive signals to the STR 26, 
the SA-146, the SA-248 and the SA-354. Hence, the brake 
assisting control is terminated and the normal control is 
restarted. 

[0089] As described above, the beginners generally tend to 
unintentionally release the brake pedal 30 during the emer 
gency braking operation. FIG. 3 shoWs changes of the 
master cylinder pressure Pmc With respect to the elapsed 
time When the emergency braking operation is performed by 
various vehicle operators. The master cylinder pressure Pmc 
is in correspondence With the braking operation force Fp 
exerted on the brake pedal 30. A change of the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc With respect to the elapsed time When 
the emergency braking operation is performed by an expe 
rienced vehicle operator is indicated by the curve “A” in 
FIG. 3. Changes of the master cylinder pressure Pmc With 
respect to the elapsed time When the emergency braking 
operation is performed by the beginners are indicated by the 
curves “B” and “C” in FIG. 3. 

[0090] As indicated by the curve “A” of FIG. 3, in the 
case of the experienced vehicle operator, When a condition 
requiring the emergency braking has occurred, the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc is quickly raised to an adequately 
large level by the braking operation of the brake pedal 30. 
The master cylinder pressure Pmc is maintained at the 
adequately large level over a certain period of time. 

[0091] HoWever, as indicated by the curve “B” or “C” of 
FIG. 3, in the case of the beginner, When the condition 
requiring the emergency braking has occurred, the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc is not maintained at an adequately 
large level over a certain period of time after the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc is initially raised to a maximum 
master cylinder pressure PmcMAX. In FIG. 3, the 
adequately large level of the master cylinder pressure Pmc 
is indicated by “Prl” in FIG. 3. In addition, the beginner 
unintentionally releases the braking operation force Fp on 
the brake pedal 30 during the emergency braking operation. 
In the case of the beginner, there is a tendency that the 
master cylinder pressure Pmc is gradually decreased from 
the maximum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX. In the 
example indicated by the curve “B” of FIG. 3, during a 
period from the time “T1” to the time “T2”, the beginner 
unintentionally releases the braking operation force Fp on 
the brake pedal 30 so that the master cylinder pressure Pmc 
is gradually decreased. The maximum master cylinder pres 
sure PmcMAX is produced at the time “T1”. The beginner 
intentionally releases the brake pedal 30 at the time “T2”. 

[0092] In the conventional apparatus of the afore-men 
tioned publication, When a decrease of the braking operation 
force on the brake pedal is detected, the brake-assisting 
control is automatically terminated even if the beginner 
unintentionally releases the brake pedal. Suppose that the 
level “Prl” is a ?xed release-judgment level of the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc in the example of the curve “B” of 
FIG. 3. When the master cylinder pressure Pmc is decreased 
to be beloW the release-judgment level “Prl” shoWn in FIG. 
3, the conventional apparatus automatically terminates the 
brake-assisting control and restarts the normal control based 
on the detected braking operation force change. HoWever, 
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the condition requiring the emergency braking still exists 
When the brake-assisting control is terminated. The capabil 
ity of the conventional apparatus is inadequate to effectively 
achieve the function of the brake-assisting control. 

[0093] The braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present embodiment is directed to eliminating the above 
problem of the conventional apparatus, and it is character 
iZed in that a release-judgment level of a braking operation 
quantity (or the master cylinder pressure Pmc) is de?ned 
based on a maximum quantity of the braking operation (or 
the maximum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX) so as to 
safely maintain the brake-assisting control even if the begin 
ner unintentionally releases the braking operation force on 
the brake pedal during the emergency braking operation. 

[0094] In the example of the curve “B” of FIG. 3, the 
beginner effectively depresses the brake pedal 30 only in an 
initial period of the emergency braking operation so that the 
master cylinder pressure Pmc is initially raised to a maxi 
mum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX. HoWever, the 
beginner unintentionally releases the brake pedal 30 during 
the emergency braking operation (or the period betWeen the 
time “T1” and the time “T2” in FIG. 3), and the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc is not maintained at the adequately 
large level over a certain period of time after the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc is initially raised to the maximum 
master cylinder pressure PmcMAX. A decrease quantity of 
the master cylinder pressure Pmc during the period betWeen 
the time “T1” and the time “T2”, Which is caused by the 
brake releasing operation of the brake pedal 30 by the 
beginner, is indicated by “0t” in FIG. 3. 

[0095] In the present embodiment, the decrease quantity 
“0t” is predetermined in accordance With the experiments of 
the inventors. The release-judgment level of the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc is de?ned by a difference betWeen the 
maximum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX and the 
decrease quantity 0t. That is, When the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc is smaller than the release-judgment level 
(PmcMAX-0t), the braking force controlling apparatus of 
the present embodiment makes a determination that the 
brake-assisting control should be terminated. 

[0096] The change of the master cylinder pressure Pmc 
With respect to the elapsed time during the emergency 
braking operation may differ according to the individual 
vehicle operators. For example, if it is assumed that the 
curve “C” in FIG. 3 indicates a change of the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc With respect to the elapsed time When 
the emergency braking operation is performed by a male 
beginner or a beginner Who has a certain pedal-depressing 
force, then it can be assumed that the curve “B” in FIG. 3 
indicates a change of the master cylinder pressure Pmc With 
respect to the elapsed time When the emergency braking 
operation is performed by a female beginner or a beginner 
Who has little pedal-depressing force. 

[0097] In the example of the curve “C” of FIG. 3, the male 
beginner effectively depresses the brake pedal 30 only 
during an initial period of the emergency braking operation 
so that the master cylinder pressure Pmc is initially raised to 
a maximum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX. This maxi 
mum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX is larger than that 
in the example of the curve “B” of FIG. 3. HoWever, similar 
to the female beginner in the example of the curve “B”, the 
male beginner in the example of the curve “C” unintention 
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ally releases the brake pedal 30 during the period between 
the time “T1” and the time “T2” in FIG. 3. There is a 
tendency that the master cylinder pressure Pmc is gradually 
decreased during the period after the master cylinder pres 
sure Pmc is initially raised to the maximum master cylinder 
pressure PmcMAX. A decrease quantity of the master cyl 
inder pressure Pmc during the period betWeen the time “T1” 
and the time “T2”, Which is caused by the brake releasing 
operation of the brake pedal 30 by the male beginner, is 
indicated by “Q1” in FIG. 3. As shoWn in FIG. 3, the 
decrease quantity (X1 in the example of the curve “C” (the 
case of the male beginner) is slightly smaller than the 
decrease quantity a in the example of the curve “B” (the case 
of the female beginner). In the present embodiment, the 
decrease quantity 0t is adjusted to a suitable value depending 
on the magnitude of the maximum master cylinder pressure 
PmcMAX. 

[0098] Therefore, in the braking force controlling appara 
tus of the present embodiment, a maximum master cylinder 
pressure PmcMAX during the braking operation is stored in 
the ECU 10, and the determination as to Whether the 
brake-assisting control should be terminated is made based 
on the maximum master cylinder pressure PmcMax stored in 
the ECU 10 and the master cylinder pressure Pmc detected 
by the ECU 10. It is possible to determine the time of the 
termination of the brake-assisting control With accuracy, so 
as to eliminate the differences of the braking operation 
quantity according to the individual vehicle operators. 

[0099] In another preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the braking force controlling apparatus may be 
constructed such that a maximum master cylinder pressure 
PmcMAX during the braking operation is stored in the ECU 
10, and the determination as to Whether the brake-assisting 
control should be terminated is made by comparing the 
master cylinder pressure Pmc (detected by the ECU 10) With 
a product of the maximum master cylinder pressure Pmc 
Max (stored in the ECU 10) and a decrease ratio [3(0<[3<1). 
[0100] In the present embodiment, the release-judgment 
level of the master cylinder pressure Pmc is de?ned by the 
product PmcMAXxB. That is, When the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc is smaller than the release-judgment level 
PmcMAXxB, the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present embodiment makes a determination that the brake 
assisting control should be terminated. 

[0101] In the present embodiment, the decrease ratio [3 is 
predetermined in accordance With the experiments of the 
inventors, and the decrease ratio [3 is adjusted (decreased or 
increased) to a suitable value depending on the magnitude of 
the maximum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX. It is 
possible for the present embodiment to determine the time of 
the termination of the brake-assisting control With accuracy, 
so as to eliminate the differences of the braking operation 
quantity according to the individual vehicle operators. 
[0102] Accordingly, by making use of the above-described 
methods, the braking force controlling apparatus of the 
present invention can safely maintain the brake-assisting 
control even if a beginner unintentionally releases the brak 
ing operation force on the brake pedal during the emergency 
braking operation. Next, a description Will be given of a 
braking force control procedure performed by the braking 
force controlling apparatus of FIG. 1. 
[0103] FIG. 4 shoWs a braking force control procedure 
performed by the ECU 10 of the braking force controlling 
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apparatus of FIG. 1 in order to make a determination as to 
Whether the brake-assisting control should be terminated. 
The control procedure shoWn in FIG. 4 is an interrupt 
initiated routine Which is periodically initiated at intervals of 
a predetermined time. 

[0104] In the control procedure of FIG. 4, steps 100 
through 108 are performed to determine Whether the brake 
assisting control is currently executed. As the control pro 
cedure of FIG. 4 is performed to determine Whether the 
brake-assisting control should be terminated, the perfor 
mance of the control procedure of FIG. 4 is useless if the 
brake-assisting control is not currently executed. Hence, 
before making a determination as to Whether the brake 
assisting control should be terminated, the steps 100 through 
108 are performed for this purpose. 

[0105] As shoWn in FIG. 4, the ECU 10 at step 100 
determines Whether the execution of the brake-assisting 
control is inhibited because of a malfunction in the braking 
force controlling apparatus. For example, When a break in a 
connection line betWeen the ECU 10 and any of the hydrau 
lic pressure sensor 40, the brake sWitch 84 and the Wheel 
speed sensors 86 has occurred, or When a malfunction of any 
of the hydraulic pressure sensor 40, the brake sWitch 84 and 
the Wheel speed sensors 86 has occurred, the execution of 
the brake-assisting control is inhibited. When the braking 
force controlling apparatus is malfunctioning, the braking 
assisting control cannot be properly performed. Therefore, 
When the result at the step 100 is affirmative, the ECU 10 at 
step 124 terminates the brake-assisting control, and the 
subsequent steps of the control procedure are not performed. 
If the normal control is currently performed in the braking 
force controlling apparatus, the ECU 10 at step 124 main 
tains the normal control. 

[0106] When the result at the step 100 is negative, the 
ECU 10 at step 102 determines Whether the brake sWitch 84 
is in an OFF state based on the signal supplied by the brake 
sWitch 84. When the result at the step 102 is af?rmative, the 
brake pedal 30 is not depressed by the vehicle operator. 
When the vehicle operator does not depress the brake pedal 
30, it is not necessary to perform the brake-assisting control 
in the braking force controlling apparatus. Therefore, When 
the result at the step 102 is af?rmative, the ECU 10 at the 
step 124 terminates the brake-assisting control, and the 
subsequent steps of the control procedure are not performed. 
If the normal control is currently performed in the braking 
force controlling apparatus, the ECU 10 at the step 124 
maintains the normal control. 

[0107] When the result at the step 102 is negative, the 
ECU 10 at step 104 determines Whether the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc is smaller than a given reference pressure P1. 
The reference pressure P1 is preset to an adequately small 
value for the master cylinder pressure Pmc produced in the 
master cylinder 32 during the emergency braking operation 
of the brake pedal 30. When the master cylinder pressure 
Pmc is smaller than the reference pressure P1, it is not 
necessary to perform the brake-assisting control in the 
braking force controlling apparatus. Therefore, When the 
result at the step 104 is affirmative, the ECU 10 at the step 
124 terminates the brake-assisting control, and the subse 
quent steps of the control procedure are not performed. If the 
normal control is currently performed in the braking force 
controlling apparatus, the ECU 10 at the step 124 maintains 
the normal control. 
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[0108] When the result at the step 104 is negative, the 
ECU 10 at step 106 determines Whether the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc is larger than a given reference pressure P2. 
The reference pressure P2 is preset to an adequately large 
value for the master cylinder pressure Pmc produced in the 
master cylinder 32 When the emergency braking operation of 
the brake pedal 30 is performed by the beginner. The 
condition in Which the master cylinder pressure Pmc is 
larger than the reference pressure P2 may result in When the 
emergency braking operation is performed by the experi 
enced vehicle operator. In this condition, it is not necessary 
to perform the brake-assisting control in the braking force 
controlling apparatus. Or, the condition in Which the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc is larger than the reference pressure 
P2 may result in When a malfunction in the hydraulic 
pressure sensor 40 has occurred. In this condition, the 
brake-assisting control cannot be properly performed in the 
braking force controlling apparatus. Therefore, When the 
result at the step 106 is af?rmative, the ECU 10 at the step 
124 terminates the brake-assisting control, and the subse 
quent steps of the control procedure are not performed. If the 
normal control is currently performed in the braking force 
controlling apparatus, the ECU 10 at the step 124 maintains 
the normal control. 

[0109] When the result at the step 106 is negative, the 
ECU 10 at step 108 determines Whether the estimated 
vehicle speed Vso is smaller than a given loW speed Vmin. 
The loW speed Vmin is preset to an adequately small value 
for the vehicle speed at Which the vehicle can be stopped 
Without performing a sudden braking operation. The ABS 
control is performed in the braking force controlling appa 
ratus in order to ensure a vehicle running stability even When 
the braking operation is suddenly performed by the vehicle 
operator. When the estimated vehicle speed Vso is smaller 
than the loW speed Vmin, it is not necessary to perform the 
ABS control in the braking force controlling apparatus. 
Because of the same reasons, When the estimated vehicle 
speed Vso is smaller than the loW speed Vmin, it is not 
necessary to perform the brake-assisting control in the 
braking force controlling apparatus. Therefore, When the 
result at the step 108 is af?rmative, the ECU 10 at the step 
124 terminates the brake-assisting control, and the subse 
quent steps of the control procedure are not performed. If the 
normal control is currently performed in the braking force 
controlling apparatus, the ECU 10 at the step 124 maintains 
the normal control. 

[0110] When the result at the step 108 is negative, it is 
determined that the brake-assisting control is currently 
executed in the braking force controlling apparatus. Then, 
the ECU 10 performs the subsequent steps of the control 
procedure of FIG. 4 in order to make a determination as to 
Whether the brake-assisting control should be terminated. 

[0111] The ECU at step 112 determines Whether the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc (detected at the current cycle) is 
larger than the maXimum master cylinder pressure Pmc 
MAX (stored at the preceding cycle). When the result at the 
step 112 is af?rmative (Pmc>PmcMAX), the ECU 10 at step 
114 substitutes the previously-stored maXimum master cyl 
inder pressure PmcMAX by the currently-detected master 
cylinder pressure Pmc (PmcMAX<—-Pmc), and stores the 
neW maXimum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX in a 
memory (RAM) of the ECU 10. In this manner, the maXi 
mum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX is reneWed and 
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stored in the ECU 10 every time the step 114 is performed. 
For eXample, in the case of the curve “B” of FIG. 3, the 
master cylinder pressure Pmc, detected at the time T1, is 
stored as the maXimum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX 
in the ECU 10. After the step 114 is performed, the ECU 10 
performs a neXt step 116. On the other hand, When the result 
at the step 112 is negative, the ECU 10 does not perform the 
step 114 and performs the step 116. 

[0112] The ECU 10 at step 116 determines Whether the 
maXimum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX (stored at the 
current cycle) is smaller than a given reference pressure P3. 
In accordance With the experiments of the inventors, the 
reference pressure P3 is preset to a pressure larger than the 
maXimum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX produced in 
the master cylinder 32 When the braking operation is per 
formed by the beginner Who has little pedal-depressing 
force. The step 116 is performed in order to adjust the 
decrease quantity 0t to a suitable value depending on the 
magnitude of the maXimum master cylinder pressure Pmc 
MAX. When PmcMAX<P3, it is determined that the brak 
ing operation is performed by the beginner Who has little 
pedal-depressing force. When PmcMAXZP3, it is deter 
mined that the braking operation is performed by the begin 
ner Who has a certain pedal-depressing force. 

[0113] When the result at the step 116 is af?rmative, the 
ECU 10 at step 118 sets the decrease quantity a at a relatively 
large value A1 (ot<—-A1). When the result at the step 116 is 
negative, the ECU 10 at step 120 sets the decrease quantity 
a at a relatively small value B1 (ot<—-B1). The values A1 
and B1 are predetermined in accordance With the experi 
ments of the inventors such that the value A1 is larger than 
the value B1. 

[0114] After the step 118 or the step 120 is performed, the 
ECU 10 at step 122 calculates a release-judgment level of 
the master cylinder pressure Pmc by a difference betWeen 
the maXimum master cylinder pressure PmcMAX and the 
decrease quantity a. Further, the ECU 10 at step 122 
determines Whether the master cylinder pressure Pmc 
(detected at the current cycle) is smaller than the release 
judgment level (PmcMAX-0t). 

[0115] When the result at the step 122 is af?rmative 
(Pmc<(PmcMAX-ot)), it is determined that the vehicle 
operator intentionally releases the brake pedal 30 after the 
condition requiring the emergency braking is avoided. The 
ECU 10 at the step 124 terminates the brake-assisting 
control. After the step 124 is performed, the control proce 
dure of FIG. 4 ends. 

[0116] On the other hand, When the result at the step 122 
is negative (Pmc§(PmcMAX-ot)), it is determined that the 
beginner unintentionally releases the brake pedal 30 during 
the emergency braking operation. In this case, the ECU does 
not performs the step 124 and the braking force control 
procedure of FIG. 4 ends. Hence, the braking force con 
trolling apparatus of the present embodiment can safely 
maintain the brake-assisting control When the beginner 
unintentionally releases the braking operation force on the 
brake pedal 30 during the emergency braking operation. 

[0117] In the present embodiment, even if the beginner 
unintentionally releases the braking operation force on the 
brake pedal 30 during the emergency braking operation, the 
braking-assisting control is safely maintained. The braking 
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force controlling apparatus of the present embodiment is 
effective in matching the brake-assisting control With the 
intention of the vehicle operator. It is possible to quickly 
increase the braking force by the brake-assisting control 
When the condition requiring the emergency braking has 
occurred. The steps 116-120 in the control procedure of 
FIG. 4 are performed to adjust the decrease quantity a to a 
suitable value depending on the magnitude of the maXimum 
master cylinder pressure PmcMAX. It is possible to deter 
mine the time of the termination of the brake-assisting 
control With accuracy by eliminating the differences of the 
braking operation quantity according to the individual 
vehicle operators. 

[0118] Next, FIG. 5 shoWs another braking force control 
procedure performed by the ECU 10 of the braking force 
controlling apparatus of FIG. 1 in order to make a deter 
mination as to Whether the brake-assisting control should be 
terminated. The control procedure shoWn in FIG. 5 is an 
interrupt-initiated routine Which is periodically initiated at 
intervals of a predetermined time. 

[0119] In FIG. 5, the steps Which are the same as corre 
sponding steps in FIG. 4 are designated by the same 
reference numerals, and a description thereof Will be omit 
ted. 

[0120] In the control procedure of FIG. 5, only steps 218 
through 222 are different from the corresponding steps in the 
control procedure of FIG. 4. As described above, in the 
control procedure of FIG. 4, the release-judgment level of 
the master cylinder pressure Pmc is calculated by the 
difference betWeen the maXimum master cylinder pressure 
PmcMAX and the decrease quantity 0t. The determination as 
to Whether the brake-assisting control should be terminated 
is made by the comparison of the master cylinder pressure 
Pmc and the release-judgment level (PmcMAX-0t). 

[0121] In the control procedure of FIG. 5, the ECU 10 at 
step 222 calculates a release-judgment level of the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc by a product of the maXimum master 
cylinder pressure PmcMAX and the decrease ratio [3 
(0<[3<1). Further, the ECU 10 at step 222 determines 
Whether the master cylinder pressure Pmc (detected at the 
current cycle) is smaller than the release-judgment level 
(PmcMAX><[3). 
[0122] When the result at the step 222 is affirmative 
(Pmc<(PmcMAX><[3)), it is determined that the vehicle 
operator intentionally releases the brake pedal 30 after the 
condition requiring the emergency braking is avoided. The 
ECU 10 at the step 124 terminates the brake-assisting 
control. After the step 124 is performed, the control proce 
dure of FIG. 5 ends. 

[0123] On the other hand, When the result at the step 222 
is negative (Pmc§(PmcMAX><[3)), it is determined that the 
beginner unintentionally releases the brake pedal 30 during 
the emergency braking operation. In this case, the ECU does 
not performs the step 124 and the braking force control 
procedure of FIG. 5 ends. 

[0124] Similar to FIG. 4, in the control procedure of FIG. 
5, When the result at the step 116 is affirmative 
(PmcMAX<P3), it is determined that the braking operation 
is performed by the beginner Who has little pedal-depressing 
force. In this case, the ECU 10 at step 218 sets the decrease 
ratio [3 at a relatively large value A2 ([3<——A2). On the other 
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hand, When the result at the step 116 is negative 
(PmcMAXZP3), it is determined that the braking operation 
is performed by the beginner Who has a certain pedal 
depressing force. In this case, the ECU 10 at step 220 sets 
the decrease ratio [3 at a relatively small value B2 ([3<——B2). 
The values A2 and B2 are predetermined in accordance With 
the experiments of the inventors such that the value A2 is 
larger than the value B2. 

[0125] After the step 218 or the step 220 is performed, the 
ECU 10 performs the above-described step 222. When it is 
determined that the vehicle operator intentionally releases 
the brake pedal 30 after the condition requiring the emer 
gency braking is avoided, the ECU 10 at the step 124 
terminates the brake-assisting control. After the step 124 is 
performed, the control procedure of FIG. 5 ends. On the 
other hand, When it is determined that the beginner unin 
tentionally releases the brake pedal 30 during the emergency 
braking operation, the ECU does not performs the step 124 
and the braking force control procedure of FIG. 5 ends. 
Hence, the braking force controlling apparatus of the present 
embodiment can safely maintain the brake-assisting control 
When the beginner unintentionally releases the braking 
operation force on the brake pedal 30 during the emergency 
braking operation. 

[0126] Similar to the control procedure of FIG. 4, in the 
present embodiment, even if the beginner unintentionally 
releases the braking operation force on the brake pedal 30 
during the emergency braking operation, the braking-assist 
ing control is safely maintained. The braking force control 
ling apparatus of the present embodiment is effective in 
matching the brake-assisting control With the intention of the 
vehicle operator. It is possible to quickly increase the 
braking force by the brake-assisting control When the con 
dition requiring the emergency braking has occurred. The 
steps 116, 218 and 220 in the control procedure of FIG. 5 are 
performed to adjust the decrease ratio [3 to a suitable value 
depending on the magnitude of the maXimum master cyl 
inder pressure PmcMAX. It is possible to determine the time 
of the termination of the brake-assisting control With accu 
racy by eliminating the differences of the braking operation 
quantity according to the individual vehicle operators. 

[0127] In the above-described embodiments, the determi 
nation as to Whether the braking operation of the brake pedal 
by the vehicle operator is an intentional operation or not is 
made based on the master cylinder pressure Pmc. HoWever, 
the basic parameter for making the determination according 
to the present invention is not limited to the master cylinder 
pressure Pmc. 

[0128] When the braking operation of the brake pedal 30 
is performed, not only the master cylinder pressure Pmc, but 
also the braking operation force Fp on the brake pedal 30 or 
a stroke L of the brake pedal 30 varies in accordance With a 
quantity of the braking operation. Further, When the braking 
force is eXerted on the vehicle as a result of the braking 
operation of the brake pedal 30, a deceleration G of the 
vehicle is produced. By taking account of these factors, the 
determination as to Whether the braking operation is an 
emergency braking operation or a normal braking operation, 
and the determination as to Whether the braking operation is 
an intentional operation may be made based on any of the 
basic parameters including: (1) the master cylinder pressure 
Pmc; (2) the braking operation force Fp; (3) the brake pedal 
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stroke L; (4) the vehicle deceleration G; (5) the estimated 
vehicle speed Vso; and (6) the Wheel speed VW. 

[0129] Next, a description Will be given of a second 
embodiment of the preset invention With reference to FIG. 
6. FIG. 6 shoWs the second embodiment of the braking force 
controlling apparatus of the present invention. For the sake 
of simplicity of description, a con?guration of the braking 
force controlling apparatus having only one Wheel cylinder 
provided for only one Wheel of an automotive vehicle is 
illustrated in FIG. 6. 

[0130] As shoWn in FIG. 6, the braking force controlling 
apparatus of the present embodiment is controlled by an 
electronic control unit 200 (hereinafter, called ECU 200). 
The braking force controlling apparatus of FIG. 6 includes 
a brake pedal 203. A brake sWitch 203 is provided in the 
vicinity of the brake pedal 202. When the brake pedal 202 
is depressed by the vehicle operator, the brake sWitch 203 
outputs an ON signal to the ECU 200. The ECU 200 
determines Whether the braking operation is performed by 
the vehicle operator, based on the signal supplied by the 
brake sWitch 203. 

[0131] The brake pedal 202 is connected to a vacuum 
booster 204. The vacuum booster 204 serves to increase the 
braking operation force of the brake pedal 202 by using an 
intake pressure of air into an internal combustion engine of 
the vehicle. A master cylinder 206 is ?xed to the vacuum 
booster 204. When the brake pedal 202 is depressed, a 
resultant force of the braking operation force Fp, eXerted on 
the brake pedal 202, and a brake-assisting force Fa, pro 
duced by the vacuum booster 204, is transmitted from the 
vacuum booster 204 to the master cylinder 206. 

[0132] The master cylinder 206 includes a pressure cham 
ber provided therein. A reservoir tank 208 is provided on the 
top of the master cylinder 206. When the braking operation 
force on the brake pedal 202 is released by the vehicle 
operator, the reservoir tank 208 is connected to or commu 
nicates With the pressure chamber of the master cylinder 
206. When the brake pedal 202 is depressed by the vehicle 
operator, the reservoir tank 208 is disconnected from or 
isolated from the pressure chamber of the master cylinder 
206. Hence, the pressure chamber of the master cylinder 206 
is replenished With brake ?uid from the reservoir tank 208 
every time the braking operation force on the brake pedal 
202 is released by the vehicle operator. 

[0133] A hydraulic pressure line 210 is connected to the 
pressure chamber of the master cylinder 206. A hydraulic 
pressure sensor 212 is provided at an intermediate portion of 
the pressure line 210. The hydraulic pressure sensor 212 
outputs a signal, indicative of the master cylinder pressure 
Pmc, to the ECU 10. The ECU 200 detects the master 
cylinder pressure Pmc, produced in the master cylinder 206, 
based on the signal supplied by the hydraulic pressure sensor 
212. 

[0134] Apressure-holding solenoid 216 (hereinafter called 
SH 216) is provided in the pressure line 210. The SH 216 is 
a tWo-position solenoid valve Which is normally set in a 
valve-open position so as to connect the master cylinder 206 
to a Wheel cylinder 213. When a drive signal is supplied to 
the SH 216 by the ECU 200, the SH 216 is set in a 
valve-closed position so as to disconnect the master cylinder 
206 from the Wheel cylinder 213. 
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[0135] The Wheel cylinder 213 is connected on the doWn 
stream side of the SH 216 to the pressure line 210. A 
pressure-reducing solenoid 217 (hereinafter called SR 217) 
is also connected on the doWnstream side of the SH 216 to 
the pressure line 210. The SR 217 is a tWo-position solenoid 
valve Which is normally set in a valve-closed position so as 
to inhibit a ?oW of the brake ?uid from the Wheel cylinder 
213 to a doWnstream portion of the pressure line 210 via the 
SR 217. When a drive signal is supplied to the SR 217 by the 
ECU 200, the SR 217 is set in a valve-open position so as 
to alloW the ?oW of the brake ?uid from the Wheel cylinder 
213 to the doWnstream portion of the pressure line 210 via 
the SR 217. In addition, a check valve 215 is provided in a 
bypass line of the pressure line 210 around the SH 216, and 
the bypass line is connected to the Wheel cylinder 213. The 
check valve 215 alloWs only a ?oW of the brake ?uid from 
the Wheel cylinder 213 to the pressure line 210, and inhibits 
a counter ?oW of the brake ?uid from the pressure line 210 
to the Wheel cylinder 213. 

[0136] A Wheel speed sensor 219 is provided in the 
vicinity of the Wheel of the vehicle for Which the Wheel 
cylinder 213 is provided. The Wheel speed sensor 219 
outputs a signal, indicative of a Wheel speed of the vehicle, 
to the ECU 200. The ECU 200 detects the Wheel speed of the 
vehicle Wheel based on the signal supplied by the Wheel 
speed sensor 219. 

[0137] A reservoir 224 is connected to the pressure line 
210 on the doWnstream side of the SR 217. When the SR 217 
is set in the valve-open position, the brake ?uid from the SR 
217 ?oWs into the reservoir 224, and stored in the reservoir 
224. In the reservoir 224, a certain amount of brake ?uid is 
initially stored. Apump 226 is provided in the pressure line 
210, and has an inlet port 226a Which is connected to the 
reservoir 224. The pump 226 has an outlet port 226b Which 
is connected to a check valve 228 in the pressure line 210. 
The check valve 228 is connected to the upstream side of the 
SH 216 through the pressure line 210. The check valve 228 
alloWs only a ?oW of the brake ?uid from the outlet port 
216b of the pump 226 to the upstream side of the SH 216 in 
the pressure line 210, and inhibits a counter ?oW of the brake 
?uid from the upstream side of the SH 216 to the outlet port 
226b of the pump 226. 

[0138] An intake pressure line 230 and a pressure adjust 
ment line 232 are connected to the vacuum booster 204. An 
intake pipe of the engine or the like is connected to the intake 
pressure line 230, and an intake pressure from the intake 
pipe is delivered through the intake pressure line 230 to the 
vacuum booster 204. The pressure adjustment line 232 is 
connected to both an intake pressure valve 234 and an 
atmospheric pressure valve 236. The intake pressure valve 
234 is provided betWeen the intake pressure line 230 and the 
pressure adjustment line 232. The intake pressure valve 234 
is a tWo-position solenoid valve Which is normally set in a 
valve-open position so as to connect the intake pressure line 
230 and the pressure adjustment line 2332. When a drive 
signal is supplied to the valve 234 by the ECU 200, the valve 
234 is set in a valve-closed position so as to disconnect the 
pressure adjustment line 232 from the intake pressure line 
230. The atmospheric pressure valve 236 is provided 
betWeen the pressure adjustment line 232 and an atmo 
spheric pressure line Which is open to the atmosphere. The 
atmospheric pressure valve 236 is a tWo-position solenoid 
valve Which is normally set in a valve-closed position so as 










