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8 Claims.“ 
This invention relates to shingle strips and is 

more particularly concerned with strips suitable 
for siding, prepared from asphalt-saturated and 
coated felted ?brous material. » 
In the‘ cutting of shingle strips from a parent 

sheet of roo?ng material it is of paramount im 
portance that the strips be cut with minimum 
waste and that strips possessing the maximum 
coverage, consistent with safety, when laid in 
overlapping courses, be cut from the minimum 
amount of material. ° . 

One of the objects of my invention isto provide 
a method of cuttingshingle strips from a sheet 
so that a minimum amount of material is required 
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l5 
strips are laid in overlapping courses. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

shingle strip the area of which is unusually small 
as compared with shingle or siding strips as made 

20 heretofore having the same amount of headlap 
and exposure. . 

A further object of my invention is to provide 
a strip which is not ?imsy and will not easily tear 
during handling. . 

Further objects and advantages of my inven-. 
tion will be manifest from the following descrip 
tion in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
ing of which; 

-‘ Figure lisaplanviewoiashinglestripmade 
in accordance with my invention; ' 
Figure 2 is a plan view illustrating a method 

' of cutting strips in accordance with my inven 
tion from a sheet of roo?ng material; 
Figure 3 is a plan view of a plurality of strips 

made in accordance with my invention, laid in 
overlapping courses. 
Referring to the drawing, the numeral 1 indi 

cates a shingle strip having a plurality of tabs 2, 
separated by narrow slots or cut-outs 3, extend 

40' ing along the‘ lower edge of the strip. ' The upper 
edge of the strip is scalloped so as to form a series 
of alternate complementary extensions 4 and re 
cesses 5. The strip is so designed that an exten 

)' sion occurs over each slot and also midway be 
tween adjacent slots. In the particular shingle 

- shown in the drawing the tabs are rectangular in 
shapewand the contour of the upper edge of the 
strip is a series of regular waves. 
The'upper or body portion 6 of the strip is pref 

erably surfaced with fine mesh granular material, 
preferabLv of dark color, and the tabs are sur 
faced with coarser mesh granular material pref 
erably red in color in order to simulate ordinary 
brick. The surfacing of coarse granular material 
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to cover a given area of wall structure when the . 

(01. 20-5) 

on the tabs extends to a line a small distance be‘ 
low the inner edgesof the slots. 
The strips may be made in various sizes, due 

consideration being given to the production of 
strips which will cover the greatest surface area 
for the smallest amount of material and at the 
same time provide the necessary amount of safety 
and strength. With these considerations in view 
I have found a strip 36 inches in length having 
an exposure of 3 inches and a headlap ‘of 1/2 inch 
to be satisfactory. The depths of the cut-outs 
will be 3 inches. The vertical distance from the 
inner edge of'the cut-out to the line joining the 
innermost points of the recesses will be 1.5 inches 7 
and the vertical distance from the line joining, 
the innermost points of the recesses to the outer 
most point of the extensions will be 2 inches. 
Hence two rows of strips can be cut from a sheet 
11 inches in width. Approximately 134 strips, 
36 inches in length and having an exposure of 3 
inches, are required to cover 1 square (100 square 
feet of surface). Therefore the amount of ma 
terial measured in square feet necessary to cover 
a square when made into strips in accordance with 
my invention will be 

11 X36 X 1_35_ 
144 - 2 

In comparison with this, siding'strips having a 
straight upper edge which are made in 36 inch 
lengths to be laid with a 3 inch exposure and 
V‘? inch headlap require- _ - 

6.5)(36 
‘144 

The saving e?ected by my strips is 33.53 square 
feet per square. , _ 

In addition to the large saving in material the 
strip is designed in such manner that it is not 
?imsy and subject to liability of tearing. Here 
tofore, various strips have been designed with 
the purpose in view of saving material. How 
ever, these strips have extensions above the tabs 
but not above the cut-outs or slots. If strips, 
containing the amount of material which is 
present in strips made in accordance with my 
invention, were made with recesses instead of ex 
tensions opposite the slots, the distance from 
the inner edge of the cut-outs to the lowermost 
points of the recesses would be only 1% inches, 

= 184.22 square feet‘. 

X134=217-75 square feet. 

thereby making the strips extremely ?imsy and 
subjecting them to liability of tearing during 
handling. In accordance with my invention this 
objectionable feature has been obviated by pro 
viding an extension above the cut-outs as well as 
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,between the cut-outs so that the depth of the 
material above the cut-outs amounts to 31/2 
inches. ' 

In preparing the strips in accordance with my 
invention a sheet 10, of felted ?brous material 
is saturated and coated with asphalt and sur 
faced preferably with ?ne mesh granular mate 
rial ll, of dark color. Longitudinal bands of as 
phalt coating are then applied to the marginal 
portions'of the sheet. The bands are preferably 
of less width than the depth of the slots, the dis 
tance between the inner edge of the bands and 

‘ that of the slots being substantially equal to the 
width of the slots. ‘The bands are then surfaced 
with coarser mesh granular material of such color 
as to simulate brick. The sheet is then trans— 
versely slotted along the marginal portions so as 
to form two longitudinal rows 14, 15, the slots of ' 
one row being staggered in relation. to those of 
the other. The slots may be cut in the sheet be 
fore applying the bands of coating. The sheet is 
then slit along a sinuous. line 16, between the 
edges of the sheet, whereby adjacent strips hav 
ing alternating complementary extensions and 
recesses are formed, and severed transversely 
along two longitudinal lines 17 connecting the 
inner edges of the cut-outs with the topmost 
point of the extensions, whereby to form the 
shingle strips. The lines 1'? in one row are stag 

‘ gered in relation to the lines of the other row. 
As shown in the drawing the strips are severed 
so as to be formed with four tabs on each strip, 
but this number may vary. It is also apparent 
that any number of rows of strips which is a 
multiple of two can be formed from a sheet of 
appropriate width. Thus, for example, if it is 
desired to out four rows of strips from a sheet 22 
inches in width, a longitudinal band of double 
width would be appliedv along the median line 
of the sheet and bands of single width would be 
applied along the marginal portions; and trans 
verse slots of double depth would be cut alohg! 
the median line of the sheets and slots of single 
depth would be out along the marginal edges. 
The sheet would be slit longitudinally on a 
straight line along the median and along a sin 
uous line between each longitudinal edge and 
the median line of the sheet so that the rows of 
strips adjacent to the median lineare formed 
butt to butt and adjacent rows on either side of 
the median line are formed back to back. The 
adjacent rows on each side of the median line 
would be transversely severed into strips in the 
same manner as set forth in connection with 

‘ Figure 2. L 

As shown in Figure 3 the strips are adapted to 
' be laid in overlapping, horizontal courses in 
which the strips of one course are staggered in 

' relation to those of adjacent courses. The strips 
are laid so that the bottom edges of the tabs of 
the strips in one course are coincident with the 
line joining the inner edges of the slots of the 
strips in the subjacent course thereby exposing 
narrow bands of dark colored surfacing which 
contrast with the color on the tabs or brick sim 
ulating areas thereby simulating horizontal mor 
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tar joints 18. The surfacing on the body portion 
of subjacent strips is also exposed beneath the 
cut-outs of superjacent strips to simulate ver 
tical mortar joints 19. The cut-outs of the over 
lapping strips overlie the extensions on subjacent 
strips. The dotted lines indicate the upper edges 
of the underlying strips and illustrate the man 
ner in which the extensions of subjacent strips 
cooperate with the slots of the overlapping strips. 

It is apparent that the tabs can be shaped 
other than rectangular and that the upper edge 
of the strip can be out along zig-zag lines instead 
of a sinuous curve. ' 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A shingle strip having a pluralityof tabs 

separated by slots along one edge and a series of 
alternate extensions and recesses along the oppo 
site edge, said extensions occurring opposite each 
slot and mid-point of each tab. 

2. A shingle strip having a plurality of tabs 
separated by recesses along one edge and a series 
of complementary extensions and recesses along 
the opposite edge, the contour of said last men 
tioned edge being an undulate curve, the crests 
of the curve occurring opposite each slot and mid 
way between adjacent slots. 

3. A shingle strip having a plurality of rectan 
gular shaped tabs separated by slots along one 
edge, the opposite-edge havingthe contour of an 
undulate curve with alternate crests and troughs, 
the crests of the curve occurring opposite the 
slots ‘and mid-points of the-tabs. 

4. A shingle strip having a plurality of tabs 
along its weather edge and a series of substan 
tially semi-circular projections and recesses al 
ternating along the opposite edge, the number of 
said projections and the number of said recesses 
each exceeding the number of said tabs, the spac 
ing between mid-points of adjacent tabs being 
twice that between the mid-points of adjacent 
projections. , . 

5. A shingle strip having a plurality of tabs 
de?ned by slots along 'its weather edge, and a 
series of substantially semi-circular projections 
and recesses alternating along its upper edge, one 
said projection being opposite each slot and the 
mid-point of each tab. 

6. A shingle strip having a plurality of. tabs 
along its weather edge, the opposite edge of said 
strip having a contour of regular waves with a 
wave-length substantially equal to half the dis 
tance between a point on any said tab and the 
corresponding point on the next adjacent tab. ‘ 

7. A shingle having a plurality of tabs along 
its weather edge, the opposite edge of said strip 
having a contour of regular waves, the mid-points 
of successive tabs being directly opposite 'the 
crests of alternate waves. 

8. A shingle strip having a plurality of tabs 
along its weather edge and a plurality of tabs 
along its upper edge, the spacing between mid 
points of successive tabs on the weather edge 
being twice that between the mid-points of suc 
cessive tabs on the upper edge. 
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