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3 Claim. 

This invention relates to a signaling device for 
automobiles or similar vehicles. The said de 
vice comprises a switch, by means of which the 
ignition circuit of the motor may be interrupted 

5 about simultaneously with the closing of an elec 
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tric circuit for operating one or more optical 
and/or acoustic signaling devices. The purpose 
of the signaling device is to enable distressed 
automobile drivers to call for help from persons 
within hearing and/or sight in case of assault, 
sudden attacks of illness or accident. The de 
vice according to the present invention is charac 
terized substantially thereby that the above men 
tioned switch comprises a contact box or the like, 
containing spring leaf retainers or the like, con 
nected to ignition- and signaling devices, and a 
displaceable connecting plug which is connected 
with pulling members, the said spring leaf re 
tainers and connecting plug being arranged in 
such a manner that when the plug and the spring 
leaf retainers are held in their normal positions, 
the ignition circuit and signal circuit may be in 
terrupted and closed by means of switches located 
outside the contact box, the said ignition circuit 
being automatically interrupted and one (or 
more) signal circuit being automatically closed 
independently of the switches outside the box, 
when the plug has been moved from its normal 
position by the action of the pulling member. 
An embodiment of the invention is shown dia 

grammatically in the accompanying drawing. 
In the drawing numeral 1 indicates the con 

tact box, which is provided with a door 23, spring 
leaf contacts 2, 3, 4 and 5 being provided in the 
said box. The spring leaf contact indicated by 
3 is connected to a line 7, extending from the 
battery 6 of the automobile, and rests with its 
free end against a metal ring 8, which conducts 
the current to the spring leaf contact indicated 
by 2. The spring leaf contacts 2 and 3 cannot 
be brought into contact with each other, even 
if the ring 8 is removed. A line extends from 
the line '1 to a horn 18 and lines extend from 
the line 7a, which is connected to the spring leaf 
retainer 2, to the distributor 9 of the ignition cir 
cuit, to a tail- p 10 and to two headlights 11. 
The said ignition- and signaling circuits may be 
closed and interrupted by means of switches 12, 
the switch 12 in the ignition circuit leading to 
the distributor constituting an ignition switch. 
Further a displaceable connecting plug is located 
in the contact box 1,-the said connecting plug 
consisting, in the embodiment shown, of a sleeve 
13 made of an insulating material, a metal rod 
14 being displaceably arranged in the said sleeve, 
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said rod 14 extending loosely through the metal 
ring 8 and the latter being normally held from 
vertical movement on the rod by the spring con 
tacts 2 and 3. The said rod has connected to one 
end thereof a pulling member 15, the free end 
of which is adapted to be connected with the wrist 
of the automobile driver, preferably the wrist of 
the arm which is not used for manipulating the 
hand brake or the gear shift lever. In the type 
of car having the driving wheel on the left side 
it will be the left arm of the driver which is not 
so occupied and hence under these conditions 
the pulling member will be connected to the left 
wrist of the driver. The other end of said rod is 
connected with the sleeve 13 by means of a coil 
spring 16. Part of the metal rod 14 is covered 
with an insulating material 17, which, when the 
connecting plug takes its normal inserted posi 
tion, which is shown in the drawing, insulates 
the ring from the metal rod. 
A line 19 extending from the battery 6 is con 

nected to the spring leaf contact 5. The spring 
leaf contact 4 rests against a contact part 20 
formed from the coil spring 16, and a line 21 is 
connected to the said spring leaf contact, lines 
21a extending, in its turn to the horn 18, to red 
bulbs in the headlights 11 and to a backwardly 
directed headlight 22, which is provided with a 
red lens. 
The signaling device operates in the 

manner: 

After the driver has taken his seat in the auto 
mobile he will fasten the free end of the pulling 
member 15 to the wrist of his arm which is 
not used for manipulating the hand brake or 
the gear shift lever. In the case of a car having 
a left hand drive the gear shift lever and the 
hand brake are usually operated by the right 
hand and hence the pulling member will be con 
nected to the left wrist of the operator. Since 
the switches 12 in the signaling circuit, ignition 
circuit and lighting circuit are independent from 
the circuit connections in the contact box 1 and 
since the ignition circuit and lighting circuit 
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are normally closed through the contacts 2, 3 45 
and the ring 8, the driver can, with his right 
hand, turn his ignition circuit on or off and 
can also turn his lights on or off through the 
appropriate switches 12. If, however, the driver 
accidentally drives off the road into a ditch or 
meets with some other accident which necessi 
tates his calling for help then the removal of 
the operator's left hand from the steering wheel 
will apply a pulling strain to the pulling mem 
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a" 1' 
ber 15 and will pull the rod 1% upwardly against 
the action of the spring 16. 
During this upward movement the metal ring 

8 will be held in position by the spring contacts 
2 and 3 so that a non-insulated portion of the 
rod it will be drawn into the ring. When this 
occurs an electrical connection will be estab 
lished between the contact 3 and the rod 14 and 
thence through the‘ spring 16, contacts 20 and d 
and the circuits 21a to the headlight 22, to the 
horn 1B and to red bulbs in the headlights 11. 
The horn will thus be sounded even though 

the signaling switch is open and the red lights 
in the headlights 22 and 11 will indicate that the 
automobile is in distress and needs help. Dur 
ing this "operation the ignition circuit remains 
closed through the contacts 2, 3 and the ring 8 
so that the operator can run his engine if de 
sirable. .If the driver does not wish to continue 
signaling for help he may slacken the strain on 
the pulling member 15 which will restore the 
parts to the position shown in the drawing and 
thus open the circuits 21a leading to the red 
lights and to the horn 18. > 

If the accident is such that the driver may 
be thrown from his seat or otherwise seriously 
injured so that he will make either a voluntary 
or conscious movement of his left wrist to a con 
siderable extent such movement will bring the 
?ange 24 on the rod 14 against the upper end 
of the sleeve 13 and then will draw both the 
rod and the sleeve out through the open end 
25 of the contact box. This withdrawal of the 
circuit controller 14, 13 will open the ignition 
circuit at the contacts 2, 3 because said contacts 
are so constructed that they do not close to 
gether when the metal ring 8 is removed. ‘The 
removal of the sleeve 13 from the contact box 1, 
however, will allow the contacts a and 5 to close 
together since these contacts are‘~ so constructed 
that they would normally closed together when 
the sleeve 13 is removed. ' 
The breaking of the ignition circuit between 

the contacts 2 and 3 will, of course, stop the 
motor and the closing of the contacts 4 and 5 
will close circuits from .the battery through the 
line 19, contacts 4 and 5 and circuit connections ' 
21a leading to the horn 18 and the lamp 22 and 
the red bulbs in the headlights 11. These cir 
cuits will remain closed until the sleeve 13 and 
the rod- 14 have been replaced in the contact 
box 1. The continuedoperation of the audible 
and. visible signals will indicate that assistance 
is needed. . 
Of course several modi?cations may be thought 

of within‘the scope of the invention. Thus the 
connecting plug and also other contact mem 
bers may be shaped in a. plurality of ways; and 
also the circuit arrangements maybe varied 
per se. Further, in addition to the signaling de 
vices shown in the drawing, more such devices 
may ‘also be provided, which preferably enter 
into function ?rst when the ignition current 
has been interrupted, without it being necessary 
to depart from the fundamental idea of the in 
vention. . 

Having now describedour invention, what‘ we 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: ‘ 

1. A signaling device for automobiles having 
an ignition circuit provided with an ignition 
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switch and a signaling circuit provided with a 
signaling switch, said signaling device compris 
ing a movable circuit-closing member having 
means independent from the ignition switch to 
close the ignition circuit when said member is in 
normal position, a pulling member in the form 
of a ?exible connection secured to said circuit 
controlling member and adapted to be attached 
to some portion of the driver’s body, said pulling 
member being normally slack when so attached, 
a normally-open auxiliary signaling circuit hav 
ing a signal therein, means for closing said auxil 
iary signaling circuit without opening the igni 
tion circuit when the driver gives said circuit 
controlling member an initial movement by 
means of the pulling member, and for opening 
the ignition circuit and maintaining the signal 
ing circuit closed when the driver gives the cir 
cuit-controlling member an additional movement 
by means of said pulling member. ' . 

2. A signaling device for automobiles such as 
described in claim 1, in which the circuit-con 
trolling means comprises a contact box contain 
ing two pairs of spring contacts, one of which is 
in the ignition circuit and the other of which is . 
in the signaling circuit, a two—part circuit-con 
trolling member in said box, one part of which 
is in the form of a rod to which the pulling mem 
ber is connected and the other part of which has 
a portion of insulating material which holds the 
pair of contacts in the signaling circuit separat 
ed, a contact ring loosely mounted on said rod 
and with which the pair of spring contacts in the 
ignition circuit engage, said ring being normally 
insulated from the rod, a resilient connection be 
tween the two parts of said circuit-controlling 
member, said resilient'conneotion constituting an 
electrical connection between the rod and one 
of the pair of contacts in the signaling circuit, 
whereby when the rod is given an initial move 
ment the signaling circuit is established without 
interrupting the ignition circuit while when the 
rod is given a further movement the ignition cir 
cuit is interrupted while the signaling circuit is 
maintained closed. 

3. A signaling device such as described. in claim 
1, in which the circuit-controlling member com 
prises two parts, one of which is in the form of 
a rod to which the pulling member is connected 
and the other of which is in the form of a sleeve 
into which the rod telescopes, a spring connecting 
said parts, a contact ring slidably mounted on the 
rod but normally insulated therefrom, a pair of 
contacts in the ignition circuit normally engag 
ing said ring, an auxiliary signaling circuit, a ‘sec 
ond pair of spring contacts therein, the sleeve 
element "of the circuit-controlling member nor 
mally holding said second contacts separated, ini 
tial pulling movement on the pulling member 
serving to move the rod element of the circuit 
controlling member relative to the sleeve element 
thereof and. thereby close the auxiliary signaling 
circuit without opening the ignition circuit, and 
further pulling movement on the pulling mem 
ber withdrawing the ring from between the ?rst 
named contacts and the sleeve member from be 
tween the second pair of contacts, whereby the 
ignition circuit is opened while the signaling cir 
cuit remains closed. 
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