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This invention relates to invalid handling de 
vices, and its generalobject is to provide a device 
of that character \that will enable one person to 
properly, easily and expeditiously handle a help 

 5 less patient from and to a reclining position, and 
move the patient to a` wheel chair or the like or 

` from room to room with no strain or discomfort 
. on the parte! the patient as well as with complete 

safety. _ ' , 

10 A further object of ,the invention is to provide' 
an invalid handling device that is simple in con 
struction, inexpensive to manufacture and ex 
tremely efficient in operation and service. 
This invention also consists in certain other 

15 features of construction and in the combination 
and arrangement of the several parts, to be here 
inafter fully liescribed, illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings andv specincally pointed out in 
the appended claims. 

`In ‘describing my invention in detail, reference 
will be had to the accompanying drawings where 
in like characters denote like‘or» corresponding 
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parts ̀ throughout» the several> views, and in 
whicht- l 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the device which' 
forms the subject matter of the present inven 
tion and shows the same in use. 
Fígure2 is a'sectional view taken approxi 

mately on line 2-2 of Figure 1, looking in the 
30 direction of the arrows. ' 

` Figure 3 is a perspective >view' of the invalid 
receiving means in position for use. 
Flgure’4 is a sectional view taken approxi 

mately on line 4--4 of Figure 3. 
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,35 Figure 5 is a rear elevation of _the receiving 
means in open position. 

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken approxi 
mately online 6-6 of Figure 5. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, and par 
40 ticularly to Figure 5, it will be noted that the 

invalid receiving means of my device is made up 
of a sheet of fabric, such as canvas, but of course 
it can be made from leather or the like, without 
departing. from the spirit of the invention, and 

45 this sheet of material is substantially square in 
configuration and indicated -by the reference 
numeral 1.  . 

The sides of the sheet of material are folded 
upon themselves and sewed as shown, to’provide 

5o hems which for distinction are designated as 
intermediate hems 2, relatively narrow hems 3, 
and relatively wide hems 4, the latter having 
arranged therein stiffening bars 5 which cooper 
ate with the wide hems 4 to provide arms for the 

55 device in a manner which will be presently ap 

parent. At the juncture of the intermediate hems 
with the relatively wide hems, it will be noted 
that a portion of the material which provides 
the hems is cut away and a piece 6 of material 
is stitched across the out away portions for the 60 
purpose of acting in the capacity as hinge means. 
In order that the material can be readily creased 
at the juncture of the intermediate hems with 
relatively narrow hems, the material is stitched ` 
in overlapped association as at 7. 65 
The ends of the sheet are folded and stitched 

in folded position to provide hems 8 and 9, and 
stitched to the sheet and disposed in converg 
ing relation with respect to each other are long 
strips 10 that terminate adjacent the upper 70 
corners of the sheet and have secured to the 
upper free ends thereof rings 11 which likewise f 
are secured to the free ends of short strips »12 
that are disposed at an outward inclination and 
extend from the hem 8. Extending across the 75 
sheets and adjacent the upper end thereof is a 
strip 13 that extends adjacent the wide hems 
of the sheet, and secured to the ends of the 
strip 13 are snap hooks 14. From AFigure 5, it 
will be understood that these strips 10. 12 and 13 30 
are sewed to the underside of the sheet and the 
purpose thereof will be presently set forth, as 
well as the purpose oi' ring members 15 which are 
secured to the bars 5 through the instrumen 
tality of strap pieces 16 that extend about the g5 
lbars and are sewed accordingly within the rela 
tively wide hems 4 as clearly shovm in Figure 4. 
For the sake of clarifying the manner of using 

the device and for folding the sheet into chair , 
formation as shown in Figure 3, I have divided 90 
the sheet by vertical lines 17, a horizontal line 
18, and inclined lines 19, the latter extending 
from the juncture of the vertical line with the 
horizontal line to the point of juncture of the 
relatively narrow hems with the intermediate 95 
hems. «  

The sheet of material is laid in open formation, 
and the patient is arranged across the center 
thereof or in other words between the vertical 
lines 17, with the hem 9 under the knees of the 100 
patient. The sheet is then folded upwardly on 
the lines 17, and the portion above the line 18 
is folded upwardly. This folding action provides 
a back portion 20, a’seat 21, lower sides 22, and 
‘upper sides 23. _When the sheet is folded on 105 
the line 18, the material is likewise folded on the 
lines 19 to provide overlapped triangular >portions 
24 which readily remain. in position due to the 
hinge pieces 6 and stitched portions 7. 
When the back portion 20 is arranged in up- 110 



l2. 
right position, »with «the vlower and upper sides 
disposed as shown in Figure 3,- the snap hooks 14 
are ñxed to the ring members l5 so as to hold the 

, portions in folded position and when> in said 
if - 5' position, the rings_11 are` disposed above the ring 

members and cooperate therewith to provide re 
ceiving, means for the suspending means o_f the 

, device. ,  _ ' 

The suspending means includes a- pair of rela 
10 tively long flexible members 25 in the form of 

ropes which have' secured to their ends hook 
members 26, and one of the ends of the flexible 
members 25 are fixed to the ring members 15 
while the opposite ends are fixed to rings 27 _which 

- 15 have also secured thereto, one of the ends of 
relatively short ilexible-members 28 in the form 
of ropes. 
The relatively short flexible members 28 have. 

secured to the ends thereof, hook members 29, 
20 and one of the ends of the relatively short flexible 

members 28 are. secured to the rings 27 through 
the medium of the hook members thereof, while 
the opposite ends of the ñexible members 28 are 
secured to snap hooks 30 v which are in turn 

gg adapted to be secured to the rings 11 through 
which pass the relatively long flexible members 25 
as clearly shown in Figure 3, and the rings 11 
have also secured thereto a safety or cross bar 31, 
through the medium of snap hooks 32. 

310 The structure so far described has been solely 
to the invalid receiving means, and the suspend 
ingmeans therefor, and I also provide a com 
bined hoisting and transit means, which includes 
a channel frame 33 including depending parts 

35..“having journaled therein pulleys 34 and 35 and 
‘the frame has secured thereto at its ends wheeled 

. hangers 36 adapted to be received by a channel 
track 37 which of course may be of any length 
and disposed at various places in accordance with 

,4o-K. one’s desires. Secured to the frame 33 by any well 
` known means is a sheave 38 of a block and tackle 
which may be of any preferred construction, but 
preferably is of a type known as a chain hoist 
and is actuated by a pull chain 39. The hoisting 

¿s ,chain is indicated by the reference numeral 40, 
” and‘is trained about the pulleys 34 and 35, while 
secured to one end thereof through the medium 
of a hook are the rings 27 as clearly shown in 
Figure 1. ' - 

50 . From the above description and disclosure of 
“the drawings, it will be obvious that I have pro 
vided an invalid handling device that makes it 
possible for one person to handle an invalid with 
very little effort and with complete safety, as well 

5s as ca’rry the invalid from place to place within 
` ' the confines of the track. , l» _ 

I_t isïthought from the foregoing description 
that the advantages and novel features of my in 
vention will be readily apparent. 
IdesireittobeunderstoodthatI maymake 
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` detachably secured to the rings and 'cooperating 

1,971,294 
changes in the construction and in the combina- . 
tion and arrangement of the several parts, pro 
vided that such changes fall within the scope of-` 
the appended claims. - '  

What I claim is: _ 
_ 1. An invalid handling device comprising a 

sheet of flexible material hemmed about the edges 
thereof, said sheet being adapted to be folded 
and arranged in chair formation, strips of mate 
rial secured to the sheet, rings secured to some of 
said strips, reinforcing means secured in some of 
the hems strap pieces secured to the reinforcing 
means and extending outwardly through the 
hems thereof for disposal laterally of the sheet, 
ring members secured’ to theextending portions 
of the strap pieces, suspending means asscciated 
with and secured to the rings and ring members, 
means for securing the ends of the other 4strip to 
the ring members, and a cross bar adapted to be 

with the last mentioned strip andy suspending 
means to hold the sheet 4of material‘in chair for 

_ mation. ` 

2. In an 'invalid handling device, a sheet of> 
flexible material hemmed about its edges, said 
sheet of material being adapted to _be arranged 
and folded into chair formation, ¿relatively long 
strips of material secured tol the sheet, relatively 
short strips of material securedfw the sheet, said 
long and short strips'having free ends arranged 
adjacent the'upper corners of the sheet for dis 
posal in cooperating pairs, rings carried' bythe 
cooperating pairs of free ends of the'strips, a 
strip of material secured to the'sheet and extend- ' 
ing across the sheet, snap4 hooks secured to the 110 
ends of the last mentioned strip, `reinforcing 
means arranged in some of the hems, ring mem 
bers secured to the reinforcing means and adapt 
ed to receive the snap hooks, suspending means ' 
including ropes associated with and secured to 115 
the ring and ring members respectively, a cross 
bar secured to the rings and cooperating with 
vthe'ropes and snap hooks for holding the sheet 
of material in chair formation. 

3. In an invalid handling device, a sheet of 

ranged in chair formation and having its sides 
folded upon themselves and sewed to provide in 
termediate hems, relatively narrow upper hems 
extending from one of the ends of the interme 
diate hem and relatively wide lowerî hems ex 
tending from the other ends thereof, hinge means 
at the juncture of the relatively wide hems with 
the intermediate hems and at the juncture of 
the intermediate hems with the narrow hems to 
facilitate the folding of the sheet in chair for' 
mation, hems at the ends of the sheet, and means 
for holding the sheet in chair formation and in' 
clu'ding suspending means. ' 

WILFRED E. BUNKER. 
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flexible material adapted to be folded and ar- ~ ‘ 


