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' One object of this invention is to provide a 
compact device whereby the operator or an auto 
mobile may apprise, approaching motorists or 
pedestrians of his intention to turn to one side 

:1 or to back the vehicle or to stop the same. An- ) 
other object of the invention is to provide a 
novel form of license plate which is especially 
adapted for use in connection with the tra?ic 
signal, and a further object of the invention is 

lib to provide a sign or signal whereby the operator 
may make known his identity and indicate his 
need for‘ help. Other objects of the invention 
‘will appear incidentally in the course of the £01 
lowing description, and the invention resides in 
certain novel‘ features which will be particularly 
de?ned in the appended claims. ‘ U ' 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is an 
elevation, partly broken away, of an apparatus 
embodying the invention, _ 

gig Fig. 2 is a section on ‘the line 2—2 of Fig. 1, 
Fig. 3 .is'a view similar to Fig. 1 with the 

door or cover in open position, 
Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1, 
Fig. 5 is a diagram. , 
In carrying out the present invention, there 

is provided a box or case 1 which is preferably 
of rectangular form and is intended to be se 
cured upon the vehicle in any convenient man 
ner, it being understood that the device will be 
provided in duplicate to be secured‘ upon the 
front as well as the rear of the vehicle. Within 
the box or casing 1 are horizontal partitions 2 
which extend from end to end 01' the box and 
de?ne a large central chamber 3 which is intend 
ed to be covered by the license plate. Extend 
ing between the upper partition 2 and the top 
of the case are vertical partitions 4. which de?ne 
a central chamber 5 and end chamber: 6, as 
shown in Fig. 3. A vertical partition '1 extends 
between the lower partition 2 and the bottom 
of the box or case and thereby de?nes a large 
chamber 8 and a smaller chamber 9. The box 
or case has one open side, as will be understood, 
and a lid or cover 10 is hinged at its upper edge 
to the top of the box, as indicated at 11, and is 
adapted to extend over the entireopen 'side of 
the box, the free or lower edge 0! the lid being 
provided with a ?ange 12 which is adapted to 
engage under the bottom or lower. side of the 
box, as shown in'Fig. 4. Spring latches 13 are 
provided upon the bottom of the box and are 

~ adapted to engage over the ‘lower edge of the 
lid so as to retain the same in the closed posi 
tion, as will be understood upon reference to 
Fig. 4. The lid or cover has openings formed 
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therethrough which are adapted to register with 
the several compartments or chambers of the 
box and these several openings are given forms 
indicative of intentions of the operator in steer 
ing the vehicle. ~ As shown most clearly in Fig. 
1, an opening 14 in one upper corner of the lid 
has the form of an arrow pointing toward the 
adjacent end of the box and in'the opposite 
upper corner of the lid is a similar opening 15 
which has the head of the arrow directed in the 
opposite direction. Between the openings 14 
and 15 are a series of openings 16 which are 
shaped to form letters and spell the word “Stop”. 
Similarly, the lower portion of the lid is pro 
vided with openings, 1'7 forming letters to spell 
the word “Back”, and, adjacent the opposite 
edge of the lid, openings 18 forming the letters 
to spell the word “G0” are shown. The respec 
tive arrow openings 14 and 15 will be disposed 
over the chambers 6 when the lid is in closed 
position while the'word “Stop”. will-be in posi 
tion over the chamber 5 and the words “Back” 
and “(30" will be disposed over the chambers 8 
and 9, respectively. The central opening 19 of 
the lid is reiatively large and is approximately 
co-extensiw with the area of the central cham 
ber 3 in the box, it being intended that a. license 
plate 20 shall be secured ?rmly to the lid and 
cover the chamber 3 when the lid is in closed 
position. As distinguished from the usual prac 
tice of forming raised letters and ?gures upon 
license .plates and giving said letters and ?gures 
colors contrasting with the background of the 
plate, I form openings 21 and 22 through the 
license plate which are so vshaped as to form 
the numerals designating the registration num- 
ber of the car to, which the plates are applied 
and the State or other jurisdiction granting the 
license as well as the year forwhich the license 
is issued. In daylight, the openings in the license 
plate will naturally contrast with ,the darker 
area of the chamber 3 so that the legends upon 
the plate maybe easily read, and at night the 
chamber 3 will be illuminated by a lamp 23 dis 
posed therein, the light shining through the 
legend-forming openings in the plate, as will be 
understood. Lamps 2%, 25, 26 and 27 are mount 
ed within each of the chambers 6, 5, 8 and 9, 
‘respectively, so that these chambers may be illu 
minated when the car is traveling at night, cur 
rent being supplied to the lamps through a 

‘cable 28 entering-through the back or closed 
side of the box and connected with the battery 
of the can-as indicated at 29. fUpon referring 
to Fig. 3 more particularly, it will be noted that 
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the lamps are not locatedat the centers of the 
respective chambers but_each lamp is mounted 
at one side or one end of the chamber so that 
the light from the lamp will not pass directly 
through the openings in the lid to cause a glare 
in the eyes of an observer but will be di?used 
and pass laterally through the openings so that 
while the illumination will be complete, it will 
not be so dazzling as to be liable to cause acci 
dents. The chamber 3 contains a lamp 30 which 
is smaller than the lamp 23 in said chamber and 
may be utilized as a parking light when the ve 
hicle is left in a street or roadway, after dark, 
this parking lamp being of su?lcient capacity to 
amply illuminate the license plate and give no 
tice of the presence of the vehicle so that it will 
not be apt to be struck by other motorists or 
possibly block pedestrians seeking to cross the 
road or street. Upon referring to Fig. 5, it will 
be noted that a switch 31 is interposed in the 
circuit for each lamp‘ and therefore the several 
lamps may be illuminated or extinguished at 
the will of the operator, it being understood that 
the several switches are located upon the in 
strument board of the vehicle or placed other 
wise in a position in which they may be con 
veniently reached and manipulated by the driver 
of the vehicle. Conducting wires extend from 
the several switches to the respective lamps, as 
will be understood upon reference to Fig. 5, and 
the lamps have a common grounded return. 

It sometimes happens that the operator of an 
automobile encounters troubles in the operation 
of the car when he is upon a road at some dis 
tance from a repair station and ?nds himself 
unable to remedy the dif?culty without assist 
ance. As other motorists are now fearful. of in 
jury from evil disposed persons and for that 
reason are inclined to drive past motorists 
who may be stopped at the side, of a road or 
street, it is desirable that a motorist who may be 
in trouble have means for establishing his hon 
esty and good intentions so that other motorists 
may be induced to stop and render such aid as 
is in their power or proceed to a point where 
help can be obtained and sent to the distressed .1 
operator. For this purpose, I provide a supple 
mental sign consisting of a box 32 which may 
be placed upon the box or casing 1 and has 
openings 33 in: one side which are'so shaped as 
to form letters and words giving the name‘ of 
the motorist who desires aid and also the word 
“Help”. This box or sign is of suitable size 'to 
rest upon the top of the box or casing l and is 
equipped at its lower side ‘with resilient clamps 
34 which are a ted to extend across the top 
of the box or casing 1 and engage the front and 
rear sides thereof, as indicated in Fig. 4, and 
thereby retain the sign in proper position. In 
one end of the box 32 is mounted a lamp 35' 
which is fed through a cord 36 provided at its 
opposite end with a plug 37 adapted to be en 
gaged in a socket 38 provided in one end of the 
chamber 3, as clearly shown in Fig. 3. The 
socket38 is adapted to facilitate the use of a 
trouble lamp with which many motorists are 
now equipped and the socket is fed by a strand 
or conductor carried in the cable 28, as will be 
understood. The supplemental sign orindicator 
32 may be easily removed when its use is not 
necessary and placed in the vehicle where it will 
occupy very little room. When its use becomes 
necessary, it may be quickly placed upon the 
signal casing and the cord 36 connected there-' 
with so as to furnish the needed illumination. 
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The lamp 35 is at one end of the sign 32 so that 
the light therefrom is fed through the legend 
forming openings in a di?used manner and glare 
is avoided. 
When the vehicle is being driven straight 

ahead, and is to continue driving straight ahead, 
the several chambers 5, 6, 8 and 9 are unillumi 
nated, but, if the operator intends to turn to one 
side, he closes the proper switch 31 so that the 
opening 14 or the opening 15_will be illuminated 
and other motorists and pedestrians will be 
thereby apprised of his intention to turn and also 
in what direction the vehicle will proceed. As 
soon as the turn is made, the switch is opened 
and the illuminated chamber again is darkened. 
Should the operator intend to stop, he will close 
the switch controlling the lamp in the chamber 
5 so that the word “Stop” will be illuminated and 
motorists at his rear will be enabled to avoid 
collision. Should the car be parked and theop 
erator desire to notify other motorists or persons 
near the car of his intention to move he will 
manipulate the switch controlling the chamber 
3 or the chamber 9 accordingly'as it is his inten 
tion to travel backwardly or go ahead. After 
nightfall, the chamber 3 will be constantly 
illuminated while the car is moving but, if the 
\car is to be parked, the smaller light will be 
energized and the larger lamp will be extin 
guished so that su?icient light will be emitted 
to show the presence of the car while unneces 
sary wear upon the battery will be avoided. 

It is to be particularly noted that the openings 
formed through the‘ lid of the signal box and 
through the license plate are not mere perfora 
tions but are openings cut entirely through the 
plate or the lid, as the case may be, and, con 
sequently, are not apt to be completely covered 
or obliterated by mud thrown onto the same 
when traveling over soft roads .or in rainy 
weather. The same formation is employed in 
the openings in the supplemental sign box. The 
device is light, compact and simply constructed 
notwithstanding that it provides a signal for 
every contingency which may arise in operating 
an automobile, and it may be produced and ap 
plied to the vehicle at a reasonable cost. By 
securing the license plate directly to the cover 
of the signal box, the loss of the license plate is 
not apt to occur, and it may be reduced in size 
without losing any of its visibility. 
Having thus described the invention, I 

claim: 
1. In a signal apparatus for automobiles, a 

direction ‘signal- box including a horizontally 
hinged front plate, a plug-receiving socket ex 
tending outwardly through one end wall of 
the box, a distress signal box disposed above the 
direction signal box, an electric bulb in the dis 
tress signal box, spaced clips secured to the 
bottom of the distress signal box and provided 
with curved portions‘v engaging the horizontal 
hinge of said front plate and depending lips en 
gaging the rear wall of said direction signal box, 
a plug-receiving socket extending outwardly 
through one wall of the distress signal box, an 
electric circuit for said direction signal box, 
means for operatively connecting the inner end 
of the direction signal socket with said circuit, 
and means for connecting the distress signal bulb 
with the inner end of its socket. 

2. In a signal apparatus for automobiles, a di 
rection signal box including a horizontally 
hinged front plate, a distress signal box disposed 
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bottom of the distress signal box and provided 
with vcurved portions engaging the horizontal 
hinge oi’ the front plate and depending lips en= 
gaging the rear well of the direction signal box 
for detechebiy retaining the distress signal box 
in position on said direction signal box.v 

d. in signal appmetus for automobiles, a 
direction signal box, a plug-receiving socket ex 
tending outwardly through one end well of the 
box, a distress signal box disposed above the 
direction signal icon, an electric bulb in the dis 
tress signal box, means for detachably securing 
the distress signal box to the direction signal box; 

a. plug-receiving socket extending outwardly 
through one end wall of the distress signal box, 
an electric circuit for said direction sigal box, 
means for operatively connecting the inner end 
of the direction signal socket with said circuit, 
means for connecting the distress signal bulb 
with the inner end of its socket, and a, conductor 
arranged on the outside of the direction signal 
box and the distress signal box and provided 
with terminal plugs adapted to detachebly en~ 
gage the outer ends of said sockets. 
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