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_ My invention relates to fastening devices and 
particularly to that class of such devices employed 
to fasten the separate parts of articles of wearing 
apparel, luggage, receptacles and similar articles. 
The present application is a continuation in part 
of my Patent No. 1,746,565, granted February 11, 
1930. p 

' An object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a fastening device of the class mentioned 
that can be made from material having inherently 
resilient properties such as rubber, leather, fabric ' 
and pyroxylin composition or similar material. 
Another object of my invention is to provide an 

improved construction of fastening devices of this 
15 class, composed of material which may be molded 

to the desired finished shape. 
Still another object of my invention is to pro 

vide a fastener construction having the separate 
parts to be coupled and uncoupled molded out of 

.,0 rubber which preferably is provided with suitable 
“ reinforcements. 

A still further object is to provide an improved 
fastener which shall have an improved appearance 
over other fasteners of this class. 

., A Other objects and advantages of my invention 
h will more fully appear during the course of the fol 

lowing speciflcation and claims. 
In the accompanying drawing, I have shown for 

purposes of illustration, certain preferred em 
bodiments which my' invention may assume in 
practice. In this drawing: 

Fig. 1 illustrates one manner in which the parts 
equipped with my improved fastener may be cou 
pled. 

V „5 Fig. 2 is an isometric sectional view illustrating 
0 

one embodiment of my invention. 
Fig. 3 is a similar view illustrating another em- ' 

bodiment and equipped with a slider. 
Fig. 4 is an isometric View with parts broken 

40 away to show more fully the construction of 
Fi . 3. 

î‘ig. 5 is an isometric view of a slider which may 
be employed with the fastener of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 6 is an isometric sectional view showing 
45 another modiñcation of my invention. 

In Fig. 1, the parts 10 and 11 of an article to be 
coupled or uncoupled are shown in plan or edge 
view and are being closed by the thumb 12 and 
ñnger 13 of the operator illustrating the simplicity 

50 of operation of the fastener. . 
The embodiment shown in Fig. 2 is particularly 

adapted for garment applications and comprises 
two separate parts having body portions 14 and 
15 which are formed of material having marked 

55 resilient properties, preferably formed by being 
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molded out of rubber. The heavier projecting 
portions 16 and 17 are formed integrally with 
the body portions and overlap each other when 
fastened together. The interlocking portion of 
the lower member comprises a projection 18 ex 
tending outwardly from the inner face of the pro 
jecting portion 17 and this projection preferably 
is made of an enlarged cylindrical portion 19 
joined to the body of the material by a web 20. 
The opposite member has a socket 21 formed 
therein which is of -the same shape as the pro 
jection, both the ‘ rojection and recess extending 
continuously along the edges of said parts for the 
full length of the parts to be coupled, although the 
invention in some of its aspects is, of course, not 
limited to a single continuous projection and 
recess. The external surfaces of the heavier por 
tions 16 and 17 are grooved as indicated at 22 
and 23 respectively to provide suitable means for 
guiding the thumb and finger of the` operator or 
a suitable sliding device when desired. It will be 
observed that the entire visible outer surfaces of 
the parts are substantially uninterrupted whereby 
the fastener presents a finished appearance. 
In Fig. 2 the fastener is shown without any 

reinforcements and this form may be sufficiently 
strong for some applications. However, when 
greater strength is wanted, it may be» obtained 
by suitably reinforcing the projection and walls 
of the socket. In Figs. 3 and 4 one form of such 
reinforcement is illustrated. The lower member 
15 has a series of metal wire members 24 mold 
ed into the heavier portion 17 and an extension 
25 of each of these wire members extends up 
wardly into the beaded projection 18. The re 
cessed member 14 is provided with a similar series 
of wire reinforcements each comprising a wire 
26 bent around the walls of said recess and hav-_ 
ing its ends disposed closely adjacent the mouth 
of such recess. The fastener illustrated in this 
figure has-its body portions 14 and 15 extending 
in the same direction, which would be the case in 
articles such as handbags and receptacles. The 
fastener is also equipped with a slider 27 which 
has wings disposed on the opposite sides of the 
parts to be coupled. The wings are preferably 
curved to ñt into the grooves 22 and 23 and the 
ends of the slider are turned up as indicated at 
28 so that they will not dig into the material of 
which the fastener is composed. 
The slider shown in Fig. 5 is of a slightly dif 

ferent type adapted for use with the fastener i1 
lustrated in Fig. 2 where the separate parts 14 
and 15 extend in opposite directions. This slider 
comprises a pair of wings 29 and 30, which in 
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use are disposed on the opposite sides of the parts 
to be coupled and are guided by the grooves 
22 and The wings are connected at one end 
by a strip of metal 31 which runs between the 
parts of the fastener' during movement of the 
slider to spread them apart and effect uncoupling. 
In the modification shown in Fig. 6, the lower 

member 15 may be of the same construction as 
shown in Figs. 2 or 3. The other part instead of 
having a continuous socket molded into the ma 
terial is provided with a series of spaced metal 
locking members 32 adapted to grip the beaded 
edge 18 of the other part of the fastener. These 
members 32 may be bent up from sheet metal and 
at one end are clamped to a corded edge 33 of the 
material 14 which may be the material of the ar 
ticle to be fastened. It will be observed that the 
extension of the material serves as a covering for 
the locking members 32. The other ends of the 
locking members are clamped around a corded 
edge 34 of the flexible strip 35 which may be at 
tached to the material 14. This form of the in 
vention may also be operated either by hand or 
by means of a slider shown in Figs. 3 and 4. 
In carrying out that phase of my invention 

which pertains to making a fastener out of mold 
ed material it will be observed that the interlock 
ing constructon may be Varied, as desired, to suit 
the requirements of the material. 
The operation of the various forms of my in 

vention described above will now be readily ap 
parent. Assuming that the separate parts of the 
fastener are open and it is desired to close the 
same, the operator simply places his thumb and 
finger in the grooves 22 and 23 adjacent the con 
nected end of the parts and moves them along 
the grooves. The two sides of the fastener are 
thus pulled together and approach each other at 
an angle. When the recessed side of the fasten 
er is bent at a point adjacent the thumb and 
finger, the socket opens up and allows entrance 
of the projection on the other part. After the 
projection enters the socket it is held securely 
in place until the two parts of the fastener are 
torn apart by an intended movement beginning 
at one end of the fastener. The operation of the 
form shown in Fig. 6 is substantially the same. 
The beaded edge of the projection is simply 
squeezed into the interlocking recess of the clamp 
ing members 32. The operation with a slider is 
about the same as with the use of the thumb and 
finger. The slider serves to hold the fastener 
locked in fastened condition and the fastener 
can be torn apart only when the slider is moved 
to the other end of its travel. When the slider 
in Fig. 5 is employed, the fastener is opened up 
simultaneously with the movement of the slider 
in one direction. 
In carrying out my invention, I prefer to use 

a rubber which has considerable toughness and 
strength and at the same time possesses a fairly 
high degree of iiexibility. The desired charac 
teristics can be imparted to the material by proc 
esses well known in the rubber art. 
As a result of my invention, it will be apparent 

that a fastener has been devised which is very 
suitable for garments, luggage and other articles 
because it has no exposed metal parts. The fas 
tener can be manufactured very easily and cheap 
ly by simply molding it out of rubber or other 
material which may be reinforced if desired to 
provide additional strength. 
While I have in this application illustrated and 

described certain speciñc embodiments which my 
invention may assume in practice, it is to be un 

1,959,318 
derstood that these embodiments are merely for 
the purposes of illustration and that various 
other forms may be devised within the scope of 
my invention as defined in the following claims. 
What I claim as my invention is: 80 
1. A fastening device of the class described _ 

comprising separate parts with relatively long 
adjacent edges adapted to be coupled and un 
coupled, each of said parts being composed of 
highly resilient material, said edges being flexi 
ble longitudinally because of the inherent re 
siliency of. said material and having mating in 
terlocking portions integral therewith along the 
entire length of the adjacent edges of said parts 
to be coupled. 

2. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising separate parts with relatively long 
adjacent edges adapted to be coupled and un 
coupled, each of said parts being composed of in 
herently resilient material and having mating in 
terlocking portions of the same material extend 
ing substantially the entire length of the adja 
cent edges of said parts to be coupled. 

3. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising separate parts with relatively long 
adjacent edges adapted to be coupled and un 
coupled each of said parts being composed of 
rubber and having mating interlocking portions 
integral therewith and extending substantially 
the entire length of the adjacent edges of said 
parts to be coupled. 

4. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising separate parts with relatively long 
adjacent edges adapted to be coupled and un 
coupled, each of said parts being composed of 
material having marked inherently resilient 
properties, one of said parts having interlocking 
projecting means formed of said material and 
integral with said part, the other of said parts 
having means for receiving and holding said pro 
jecting means also formed of said resilient mate 
rial, said projecting means and receiving means 
being adapted to be brought together and pro 
gressively interlocked from one end of said edges 
to the other. 

5. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising separate parts of substantial length 
adapted to be coupled and uncoupled, each of said 
parts being composed of molded material having 
marked resilient properties and having mating 
elongated interlocking portions molded integral 
therewith and extending continuously along the 
adjacent edges of said parts to be coupled, said 
interlocking portions adapted to be progressively 
interlocked from one end of said parts to the 
other. 

6. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising separate parts adapted to be coupled 
and uncoupled, each of said parts being com 
posed of material having marked inherently re 
silient properties, one of said parts having inter 
locked projecting means formed of said mate 
rial and integral with said part, the other of said 
parts' having means for receiving and holding 
said projecting means also formed of said re 
silient material, and a slider having wings dis 
posed on opposite sides of said parts for coupling 
and uncoupling the same. 

'7. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising separate parts adapted to be coupled 
and uncoupled, each of said parts being composed 
of flexible material and having fastening means 
integral therewith, the fastening means of one 
part interlocking with those of the other part, 
cooperative means on the fastening means of the 
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separate parts for preventing the separation of 
said parts when coupled together, and a slide 
member slidably engaging said parts for coupling 
and uncoupling the same. 

8. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising separate parts adapted to be coupled 
and uncoupled, each of said parts being com 
posed of fiexible material and having a project 
ing portion integral therewith, the projecting 
portion of one part interlocking with that of the 
other part, cooperative means on the projecting 

' portion of the separate parts for preventing the 
separation of said parts when coupled together, a 
slide member slidably engaging said parts for 
coupling and uncoupling the same, and means on 
said parts and slide member .for keying the slide 
member thereto and for guiding the same in its 
movement longitudinally thereof. 

9. A fastening device comprising opposing 
strips of resilient material, the strips lapping each 
other and having lengthwise interlocking tongues 
and grooves on their opposing lapping surfaces 
and a slide movable along the strips for inter 
locking them, the slide conforming to the outline 
of the lapping portions of the strips and extend 
ing between the interlocking portions of the strips. 

10. A fastening device comprising opposing 
strips of resilient material, the strips lapping each 
other and having lengthwise interlocking tongues 
and grooves on their opposing lappingsurfaces 

Y and a slide movable along the strips for interlock 
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ing them, the slide conforming to the outline of 
the lapping portions of the strips and extending 
between the interlocking portions of the strips 
and also around the outer surfaces of the strips. 

11. A fastening device comprising opposing 
strips of resilient material, the strips lapping each 
other and being tensioned to press their lapping 
faces toward each other, the strips having com 
plemental interlocking hooks extending length-_ 
wise thereof on their lapping faces and a slide 
movable along the strips for interlocking them, 
the slide extending between the interlocking por 
tions and also around the outer surfaces of the 
strips. 

12. A fastening device comprising opposing 
strips o_f resilient material, the strips lapping each 
other and having continuous lengthwise inter 
locking beads on their~ opposing lapping surfaces 
and a slide movable along the strips for interlock 
ing them, the slide conforming to the outline of 
the lapping portions of the strips and axtending 
between the interlocking portions of the strips 
and also around the outer surfaces of the strips. 

13. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising elongate edges adapted to be coupled 
and uncoupled, interlocking fastening means car 
ried by said edges throughout the length thereof 
adapted to be progressively engaged and disen 
gaged from one end to the other of said edges, the 
outer visible surfaces of said fastening device on 

3 
at least one side thereof being formed of rubber, 
said surfaces being smooth and substantially un 
interrupted throughout the length of the fasten 
ing device and shaped to provide a continuous 
trackway for a slider, and a slider mounted on 
said trackway for engaging and disengaging 
said interlocking fastening means during move 
ment thereof along said fastening device. 

14. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising separate parts of substantial length 
adapted to be coupled and uncoupled, each of 
said'lparts being composed of material having 
marked resilient properties, said parts molded 
to form a mating projection and recess of said 
material, adapted to be interlocked to fasten said 
parts, and reinforcing means molded into said 
parts `adjacerit said projection and recess to 
resist deformation of said projection and the 
walls of said recess when interlocked. 

15. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising separate parts adapted to be coupled 
and uncoupled, said parts being molded out yof 
rubber, one having an elongated projection in 
tegral therewith and the other having means 
forming an elongated recess for receiving said 
projection in interlocked relation to fasten said 
parts, and reinforcement means molded into said 
rubber of said recessed part and positioned to 
resist separation of the walls of said recess when 
interlocked with the projection. 

16. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising separate parts adapted to be cou 
pled and uncoupled, each of said parts being com 
posed of flexible material and having a fasten 
ing portion integral therewith, the fastening por 
tion of one part interlocking with that of the 
other part, cooperative means on the fastening' 
portions ofthe separate parts for preventing the 
separation of said parts when coupled together, 
a slide member slidably engaging said parts for 
coupling and uncoupling the same, means on said 
parts and slide member for keying the slide mem 
ber thereto and for guiding the same in its 
movement longitudinally thereof, and means for 
reinforcing each of said parts. 

17. A fastening device of the class described 
comprising >two continuous elongated and in 
terlocking strip-like members, one of said mem 
bers having adjacent its outer edge an enlarged 
rib forming oppositely disposed shoulders, and g 
the other member of said device having adjacent 
its outer edge a longitudinal groove, the cross 
section of which corresponds to that of said rib, 
the side walls of said groove being flexible so that 
said rib may be inserted therein whereby the 
side walls of said groove engage around said 
shoulder portions to couple said members to 
gether, and a slider member slidably engaging 
said members for coupling and uncoupling the 
same. » ' 
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