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10 Claims. 
This invention relates to outlet boxes of the 

type used in electrical work when wiring a house 
or other building and more particularly to a 
shield or other temporary closure by means of 
which an opening formed in the outer wall or 
cap of an outlet box may be closed and screw 
receiving openings covered. When a house is 
being built, the electric conduits and outlet boxes 
are installed before the laths and plaster are 
applied and the laths are then nailed into place 
and openings formed through which the outer 
walls or caps of the outlet boxes project. It is 
‘then customary to place wads of paper in the 
outlet boxes so that when the plaster is applied 
it will be prevented from entering the outlet 
boxes, but very often the paper does not project 
outwardly far enough and. when the plaster is 
applied, some of the outer boxes will be entirely 
covered. This makes it very dif?cult for an elec 
trician to locate the boxes after the plaster has 
dried and often a wall will be dis?gured by an 
electrician knocking plaster loose in order to lo 
cate the hidden outlet boxes. It also often hap 
pens that even when the paper projects out of 
the boxes a suf?cient distance to prevent the 
boxes from being covered by plaster, portions 
of the outer wall of the cap in which screw 
receiving openings are formed will be covered by 
plaster thereby ?lling the screw receiving open 
ings with plaster which clogs the‘ threads in these 
openings and prevents screws from being in 
serted. . 

Therefore one object of the invention is to 
provide a shield or temporary closure for an out 
let box which will serve very effectively to pre 
vent plaster from entering the boxes and also 
to prevent screw receiving openings from being 
?lled with plaster, the shield being so constructed 
that it will project outwardly from an outlet box 
a sui?cient distance to prevent it from being cov 
ered with plaster even by a very careless worker. 
Another object of the invention is to so con 

struct the shield that it may be very easily ap 
plied and when ?tted into an outlet box will be 
?rmly held in place and prevented from acci 
dentally slipping loose and dropping upon the 
floor. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

device of this character which may be formed of 
cardboard or paper pulp and thereby very cheap 
ly produced. 
Another object of the invention is to so con 

struct the shield that while it will be ?rmly held 
in place it may be removed without being de 
stroyed and therefore again used. 

(01. 247-15) 

The invention is illustrated in. the accompany 
ing drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view through 
an outlet box having a shield applied thereto, the 
view being taken along the line 1--1 of Figure 2. 60 

Figure 2 is a view in front elevation showing 
the manner in which the shield closes the open 
ing in the outer wall or cap of an outlet box and 
covers the screw receiving openings formed 
therein, 
Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view taken 

along the line 3—3 of Figure 1, 
Figure 4' isv a perspective view of the improved 

shield detached, 
Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 1 showing 

la modi?ed form of shield applied to an outlet 
0X, ' ' 

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken along the 
line 6-—6 of Figure 5, 
Figure 7 is a perspective view of the shield 

shown in Figures 5 and 6 detached, and 
Figure 8 is a view of the blank from which 

the shield shown in Figure 7 is formed. 
The outlet box indicated by the numeral 1 is 

of a conventional construction and is secured to 
a support 2 by the usual screws 3. This outlet 
box may have any number of conduits 4 for elec 
tric wires and is provided with a cap 5 or,outer 
wall which is secured by screws 6 and has its in 
termediate portion 7 projecting outwardly and 
formed with an opening 8 through which the 
switch mechanism extends into the outlet box 
when in place. ' ‘ 

When plaster 10 is applied to a wall it covers 
the cap about the outwardly projecting portion 7 
thereof as shown clearly in Figure 2 and the 
outer surface of the plaster is usually flush with 
the outer face of the forwardly projecting por 
tion of the cap. Therefore the screw receiving 
openings 9 are. liable to be ?lled with plaster 
which is very hard to remove after it has dried 
and even wads of paper which are stuifed into 
the outlet boxes are liable to be covered with 
plaster and the outlet boxes concealed. In order 
to close the opening 8 formed in the outer wall or 
cap of an outlet box and cover the openings 9, 
there has been provided a shield which may be ‘ 
constructed either as shown in Figures 1 through t 
t or as shown in Figures 5 through 8. 
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The shield llvshown in Figures 1 through 4 is 105 
formed as a unitary structure and is preferably 
molded of paper pulp although any material 
found suitable may be used. This shield has an 
outer wall or head 12 and side walls 13 and end 
walls 14 which project from margins of the outer 110 
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wall. Abutting ends of the side and end walls 
are integrally united for a portion of their .depth 
and are then formed separate from each other 
as clearly shown in Figure 4. 
The free portions of the end walls are tapered 

as shown in Figures 2 and 4 and bent to form end 
?aps 15 which project ‘from the rigid portions of 
these end walls and are intended to bear against 
the outer face of the outwardly projecting por 
tions 7 of the cap 5 in covering relation to the 
screw receiving openings 9. Therefore ‘ these 
openings 9 will be shielded and prevented from 
becoming ?lled with plaster. The side walls 13 
are of greater depth than the end walls and are 
formed with notches or recesses 16 leading from 
their side edges at opposite ends of the ?aps 15. 
The free portions 17 of the side walls form side 
?aps and are preferably tapered as shown in 
Figures 1 and e and normally are disposed in 
diverging relation to each other as indicated by 
dotted lines in Figure 3. 
Therefore when the shield is applied to an out 

let box the free portions or flaps of the side walls 
must be pressed towards each other in order to be 
passed inwardly through the opening 8 formed in 
the cap of the outlet box and this will cause them 
to have frictional binding engagement with walls 
of the opening 8 at opposite sides thereof. After 
the free portions or flaps of the side walls have 
been engaged in the opening 8, the shield is 
pressed inwardly to move it towards the outlet 
box and portions of the cap at corners of the 
openings 8 which are rounded, will engage in 
the notches 16 as clearly shown in Figure 1. 
Therefore the shield or temporary closure will 
be very ?rmly held in place and it will serve to 
prevent any danger of plaster entering the out 
let box while at the same time its flaps 15 will‘ 
cover the screw receiving openings 9 and prevent 
these openings from becoming ?lled with plaster. 
After the plaster has dried the shield may be 
easily removed and the switch mechanism set in 
place in the outlet box. Since the shields project 
outwardly quite a distance from the outlet 
boxes when in place, there will be no danger of 
them being covered by plaster and since the end 
walls will'bear against the outer face of the cap 
of the outlet box about the opening 8 there will 
be no danger of a cap being accidentally forced 
into an outlet box too far. 
In Figures 5, 6, 7 and 8 there has been shown 

as shield or temporary closure 18 which is formed 
from a cardboard blank. 

This blank which is shown‘ in Figure 8 and 
indicated by the numeral 19 has side portions 20 
and end portions 21 which are folded along the 
dotted lines 22 and 23 to form the side and end 
walls 24 and 25 projecting from margins of an 
outer wall or head 26. Notches 27 correspond 
ing to the notches 16 are formed in the side walls. 
The extensions 21 forming the end walls are 
folded along the dotted lines 28 to form ?aps 
29 corresponding to the flaps 15 and the portions 
21 have extensions 30 at their sides which are 
severed from the portions of the extensions 21 
forming the ?aps 29 and are folded along the 
dotted lines 31 to form arms 32. These arms 32 
?t ?at against the inner faces of the side walls 
24 and are formed with notches or recesses 33 
which register with the notches 27. Therefore 
when the blank is folded as shown in Figure 7 
and thrust into an outlet box as shown in Fig 
ures 5 and 6, portions of the cap 5 of the outlet 
box at corners of the opening 8 may engage in 

1,956,196 
the registering notches 2'7 and 33 and ?rmly hold 
the shield in place. , 

It should also be noted that ends 34 of the 
arms 32 project from opposite sides of the side 
members as shown in Figure 7, thereby pro 
viding portions which serve as cams to move the 
end walls 25 inwardly as the shield is thrust into 
place and then move into position beneath the 
extension 7 above and below the opening 8 and 
serve as additional means to prevent the shield 
from accidentally slipping out of an outlet box. 
When this form of shield is to be removed, the 
end walls are first pressed inwardly to retract 
the ends 34 of the arms and the shield can then 
be easily removed without being destroyed and 
again used. 
What is claimed is: 
1. The combination with an outlet box, of a 

removable shield retained in position thereon by 
frictional engagement with the walls thereof and 
having its outer end closed and projecting out 
wardly from the outlet box a distance su?cient 
to project beyond a plastered wall, said shield 
having portions to extend over and form closures 
for the fastener receiving openings in the cap 
of the outlet box. 

2. A shield for an outlet box comprising a 
shell open at its inner end and having an outer 
head and side walls and'end walls extending from 
margins thereof, the end walls having flaps pro 
jecting outwardly therefrom and the side walls 
being extended beyond the end walls to engage 
through an opening in an outer wall of an outlet 
box and retain the shield in place with the ?aps 
extending over the outer wall of the box in cover 
ing relation to fastener receiving openings formed 
therein. ' ' 

3. A shield for an outlet box comprising a shell 
open at its inner end and having an outer head 
and side walls and end walls extending from mar 
gins thereof, the end walls having flaps project 
ing outwardly therefrom and the side walls being 
extended beyond the end walls to engage through 
an opening in an outer wall of an outlet box, 
notches being formed in ends of the side ?aps 
adjacent inner ends of said flaps to receive por 
tions of. outer walls of the outlet box cover and 
retain the shield in place with the ?aps extend 
ing over the outer wall of the box in covering 
relation to fastener receiving openings formed 
therein. 

4. A shield for an outlet box comprising a shell 
open at its inner end and having an outer head 
and side walls and end walls extending from 
margins thereof, the end walls and side walls 
being united at their ends for a portion of their 
depths and then free from each other, the free 
portions of the end walls being bent outwardly 
to form ?aps adapted to cover fastener receiv 
ing openings in an outer wall of an outlet box 
and the free portions of the side Walls being 
adapted to engage through an opening in the 
outer wall of an outlet box and engage the outer 
wall of the box to retain the shield in place. 

5. A shield for an outlet box comprising a shell 
open at its inner end and having an outer head 
and side walls and end walls extending from 
margins thereof, the end walls and side walls 
being united at their ends for a portion of their 
depths and then free from each other, the free 
portions of the end walls being bent outwardly 
to form ?aps adapted to cover fastener receiving 
openings in the removable cover of an outlet box 
and the free portions of the side walls being 
adapted to engage through an opening in the 
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outer wall of an outlet box and formed at their 
ends with notches to receive portions of the outer 
wall of the box to retain the shield in place. 

6. A shield for an outlet box formed from a 
blank bent to form a shell open at its inner end 
and having an outer head and side walls and end 
walls projecting from margins thereof, the end 
walls being bent to form ?aps projecting out 
wardly therefrom to overlap the outer wall of an 
outlet box cover at ends of an opening formed 
therein and cover fastener receiving openings 
and the side walls being of greater depth than 
the end walls and adapted to engage through 
the opening in the outer wall of the outlet box 

- and retain the shell in place. 
7. A shield for an outlet box formed from a 

blank bent to form a shell open at its inner end 
and having an outer head and side walls and end 
walls projecting from margins thereof, the end 
walls being bent to form flaps projecting out 
wardly therefrom to overlap the outer wall of an 
outlet box at ends of an opening formed therein 
and cover fastener receiving openings ‘and the 
side walls being of greater depth than the end 
walls and adapted to engage through the open 
ing in the outer wall of the outlet box, the end 
walls having extensions at their sides projecting 
inwardly between the side walls and having por 
tions adapted to engage back of the outer wall 
of the box and retain the shield in place. 

8. A shield for an outlet box formed from a 
blank bent to form a shell open at its inner end 
and having an outer head and side walls and end 
walls projecting from margins thereof, the end 
walls being bent to form ?aps projecting out 
wardly therefrom to overlap the outer wall of an 
outlet box at ends of an opening formed therein _ 
and cover fastener receiving openings and the 
side walls being of greater depth than the end 
walls and adapted to engage through the open 

ing in the outer wall of the outlet box, the end 
walls having extensions at their sides projecting 
inwardly between the side walls and having por 
tions forming tongues projecting from side edges 
of the side walls and adapted to engage back 
of the outer wall of the box and retain the shield 
in place. 

9. A shield for an outlet box formed from a 
blank bent to form a shell open at its inner end 
and having an outer head and side walls and end 
walls projecting from margins thereof, the end 
walls being bent to form ?aps projecting out 
wardly therefrom to overlap the outer wall of an 
outlet box at ends of an opening formed therein 
and cover fastener receiving openings and the 
side walls being of greater depth than the end 
walls and adapted to engage through the open 
ing in the outer wall of the outlet box, the end 
walls having extensions at their sides projecting 
inwardly between the side walls and having por 
tions forming tongues projecting from side edges 
of the side walls and adapted to engage back of 
the outer wall of the box, registering notches 
being formed in the side walls and side arms to 
receive portions of the outer wall at corners of 
the opening formed therein and retain the shield 
in place. - 

10. The combination with an outlet box hav 
ing an open face, of a shield having its outer end 
closed and extended outwardly therefrom a dis 
tance su?icient to project beyond a plaster wall 
and its inner end provided with side ?aps ex 
tended within the outlet box and frietionally 
engaging the adjacent walls thereof for detach 
ably securing said shield in position thereon, said 
shield being movable outwardly as an entirety 
through the open face of the box to released 
position. 

HARRY E. KORAB. [L.S.] 
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