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This invention‘ relates‘ to brush protecting: de 
' vices; 

1‘ holding a paint brush. 1 ~ 

‘ objectof ‘this invention is to provide a pro 
.5 tector of the character. described comprising. a 

pairtof .jaws‘ receiving the bristles of ‘ a paint 
‘brush and ‘provided with means for ‘normally 
‘holding the jaws in open position whereby upon 
releasing the ‘ jaws ‘they will spread apart . to ‘per 

N10 mit the brush to b‘er‘readilywremovedr ‘PI 
“ A further‘ object of this invention "is to provide 

1 a device ‘of, ‘the. character. described ‘adapted for 

holdingvbrushes of .various‘sizes. ‘ 3 I -‘.1‘A“stil1‘further object of, this invention is? to 

11x15‘ ‘prcvidea strong, coinpact ‘and rugged ‘device ‘of 
l1‘the character ‘described, “which shall, comprise 

‘ ‘ comparatively'few and simpleparts, ‘be’e‘asy ‘to v 
Ima'nipulate for applying a brush ‘thereto or re-‘ 
moving the brush‘ therefrom and which shall be 

20. comparatively inexpensive .‘to manufacture and 
“ withal‘ practical and“ e?icient‘to a highfdegree.v 
muse.“ 1; it . H .. @ 

f1 ‘Other objects of thisinvention will ‘in ‘part be, 
' ‘obvious and‘in part hereinafterpointed out. ‘ 

i “The invention ‘accordingly consists in the'fea 
. ‘tures of. construction, combinationslof ‘elements, 

fa c1 

fled in the ‘1 construction“ hereinafter ‘ described, 
‘ . ;and of which the‘scope of applicationwill'be in 

i 30. dic‘atedfin the‘ following claims. 9 - i ‘ 

' ;» “Inth'e ‘accompanying drawing‘,>1in which ‘is 
I shown‘ one‘ofj the various possiblevillustrative em 
)bodiments of this invention‘. ,1 "I? ‘I. ‘ i ’ 

31'35I embodying the inv‘ention‘iand‘ holding aybrush; 
M‘Fig. 2 is‘ a cross-sectional view‘ takenon line ' 

i Fig.‘ 3 ‘is a cross-sectional :view taken “on line‘ 

:tie ‘a ‘cross-sectional view. taken oni line 
.44-é4‘ofFigi3; ‘‘ “ t g :1 

‘ ‘ Fig. ‘'5 is ‘a topplan view‘ of: the ‘protecting :de-‘ 
‘vice‘alone'showniinopen positionyand?i‘i‘ 

1.1/15 ‘ Figg?is aipartialgenlarged,“detail‘view of'the 
‘hinge connection? between“. the ‘two I jaws. ‘1 
‘Referringi'n'ow in‘ldetaili to~1the drawing, 10" 

- designates a'brush‘ protecting device embodying 
“thefiinvention‘ for holding“ and protectingga paint 

it so “brush ‘11. The . holder“ ‘or “protector 10 comprises 
‘generally of ‘appair ‘of ‘jaws 12 and 13-.preferably, 

?prnadefio‘f‘ sheet *‘materialu. ":The'i bottom jaw ;12 
. is ‘provided with awflatgwall l5»formed1with§a' 

~ plurality of ‘rows of ‘openings 16. fExtending‘ from. 
uoppositeysides 50f‘. the “wall 125- are ‘upstanding 

It is particularly directed. to a‘device. for‘ 
'?anges. 18. Said ‘?anges 18 are formed with 
aligned openings 18a adjacent one end of the jaw' 
12 for the purpose hereinafter appearing. ‘ 
~Soldered or‘ otherwise attached to the under 
side ‘of the wall. 15 is a member 20Ypreferably 60 
‘made ‘of a single pieceof bent wire and compris 
ing a U-shaped portion21 soldered to the wall 15 

‘ and‘ extending beyond‘ the edge ‘22 of ‘said wall. 
Extending from‘ the arms of said Usshaped mem 
ber 21-‘ area pair of parallel arms‘23 extending at 65 
right ‘angles to, thewall 15.‘ The member 20‘is ' 
.preferably centrally locatedwith respect to the‘ 
side‘edges, of the wall‘ 15. i ‘ 
‘For the purpose hereinafter appearing,’ there is 

‘ soldered to the corners formed between the wall 7 0 ‘ 
15‘and the ?anges 18' ‘and adjacent the edge~22 
of said wall 15, a pair‘of tubular'members 25. 
.Rotatably. receivedvwithin the openings ofjsaid 
tubular members 25 are ,U-shaped members 26, 
each likewise preferably made of a‘single piece'of 75 
bent wire and having one arm 27 received within " 
the openingof one of the‘ tubular‘members 25 
and-a second arm 28 disposed parallel to the ?rst 

- arm‘ and interconnected thereto by portions 29. r 
The upper jaw 13 may likewise be provided with 80 > 

t a plurality of rows of openings 16 and is provided ' 
and arrangement of partswhich‘will be exem‘pli- ‘ with a ?at wallportion ‘30 substantially similar in 

shape-to the wall 15. Extending from the‘oppo 
site sides of wall 30 are ?anges 31adapted to be 

i‘ received over‘the flanges 18‘. . Said ?anges 31 are 85 
provided with aligned openings registering with 
openings 18a and‘receiving a pin 34 therethrough 
for pivoting or’ hinging the two ‘ja'ws together. 
Adjacent the outer edge 35 thereof, the wa1l30 is 
further providedwith parallel grooves 36 disposed 90. 
alongside of ‘the ?anges 31 and adapted to receive 
the-arms 28‘ of the swinging U-shaped members 
526.‘ Thus,“ as shown in Figs. 2 and 3 of the draw 
ing, the members 26 maybe swung to engage the 1' 
arms 28 within ‘the grooves 36 for retaining the 96 
“jaws‘in closed position. » “ . " . I ‘ ' 

' Means isiprovidedyhowever, for. separating the 
ljaws' automatically upon swinging the members 26 
outwardly‘ to‘ release the upper jaw ,13‘.» To this - 
end the‘lower jaw ‘12 is‘ formed on the inner sur- 160 
face thereof with a paircf aligned bearings-40 ' 
adjacent the pivoted pin 34. Mounted on jaw 12 
‘isamember 41, preferably made of a single piece 
-of resilient metal) such as wire,‘ and having a 
portion 41a journalled in said bearings 40. Ex- 105‘ 
tending from one end of portion 41a is an arm 
42,‘ contacting jaw' 13 ‘and extendingfrom the 7 
other 'end thereof ‘is an arm 43.‘ Thearm 43 
ycontacts‘the wall 15 of the jaw 12 and is normally ‘V. 
disposed at an angle to the arm .42. Since the 1110' 



10 

.30 

it 

2 
member 41 is made of resilient metal, release of 
the jaw 13 will permit the arm 42 to swing said 
jaw away from the jaw 12. Obviously, the jaw 
13 may be pressed towards the jaw 12, and the 
members 26 then swung to the position shown in 
Figs. 1, 2 and 3 of the drawing, for holding the 
jaws together. I 

The bristles 45 of the paint brush 11 may be 
placed on the jaw 12 and the 'jaw 13, then swung 
downwardly to overlie the bristles ‘15. The jaws 
may then be attached together by the members 26. 
The neck portion 45 of the handle 11 is received 
between the arms 23 to prevent shifting of the 
paint brush. With this construction, .the bristles 
45 are held against spreading after the paint 
brush has been used. ' 
For causing additional pressure on the bristles 

45 and to adapt the device 10 for use with small 
paint brushes, there is pivoted to the lower 'end 
of the jaw 13 a plate 50. The heads of the screws 
51 are adapted to limit pivotal ;movement of the 
"D1ate350 with respect to the jaw 13. A bow spring 
53 may be attached at the middle thereof to the 
plate 5.0 ;so that the outer ends 540i said spring 

' *contact the jaw 13, to normally swing the plate'50 
away :from- said jaw‘13.v The spring '53 thus 
presses-the plate against the ?bres or bristles ‘.45. 
IVS/‘hen using the device 10 with .a brush so small 
that the jaws 12 and 13 will not press against 
the?bres, the plate 50 under the in?uence of the 
spring will press the ?bres against one of the 
laws. EH desiredobviously the screws 51 may be - 
detached to permit removal of the‘ plate 50. 
:In the practical use ofthe invention, the paint 

brush even when wet with paint may be placed 
directlvinto the brush holderand then the holder 
and brushput into a can of water. The openings 
‘in the brush holder thus permit the bristles to 
. remain Wet and the brushmay be thus held ready 
‘for use at any time without becoming dry or dis 
torted. . 

Itwill thus be seen that there is provided a de 
vice in which the several objects of this invention 
are achieved, and which is well adapted to meet 
the conditions of practical use. 
As various possible illustrative embodiments 

might be made of the above invention, .and as 
various changes might be made in the embodi 

. ment above set forth, it is to be understood that 
all matter herein set forth, or shown in the ac 
companying drawing, is to be interpreted as illus 
trative and not in a limiting sense; 
Having thus described my invention, I claim as 

VneW-and desire to secure by Letters Patent: ' 
‘l. A brush holder comprising a pair of jaws 

pivoted together and adapted to receive the bris 
ties of a brush therebetween, means for holding 
the jaws'together and means for automatically 
separating the jaws upon, releasing said holding 
'means' .' ' 

2. A brush holder comprising a pair of jaws 
pivoted together and adapted to receive the bris 
tles of a brush therebetween, means for holding 
thejaws ‘together, a plate attached to the inner 
side of one of‘the jaws,v and spring means for 
causing movement between said plate and said 
jaw. ‘ 2 

. .3. A brush holder comprising a' pair of jaws 
‘pivoted together and adapted to receive the bris 
tles of a brush-therebetween, means for hold 
ing the jaws together, means for automatically 
separating the jaws upon releasing said holding 
‘means, a plate ‘attached to the inner side of one 
‘of thejaws, and spring means for causing move- 
1-ment between said plate and said jaw. . 

1,951,576 
4. A brush protector comprising a pair of plates 

pivoted together at adjacent ends, a pair of spaced 
members on one of said jaws for receiving the 
handle of a brush therebetween and a member 
pivoted to one of the jaws adapted to engage the 
other of said jaws for holding the jaws together. 

5. A brush protector comprising a pair of plates 
pivoted together at adjacent ends, a pair of spaced 
members on one of said jaws for receiving the 
{handle- of af-‘brush‘therebetween, a member piv 
oted to one of the jaws adapted to engage the 
other of said jaws for holding the jaws together, 
and resilient means for normally separating the 
“jaws .upon releasing said pivoted means. 

'6. A brush protector comprising a pair of 
‘plates-attached together at adjacent ends there 
of, one of said plates being provided with a pair 
of parallel tubular members, and a pair of U 
shaped members each having an arm received in 
one of the tubular members and an arm adapted 
to engage the other of said plates. 

‘7.. A brush protector comprising a pair of 
plates attached together at adjacent ends there 
>of,-one of said plates ‘being provided with apair 
of parallel tubular ‘members and a pair of U-' 
shaped members each having an arm received 
in one of the tubular members and an arm adapt 
ed to engage the other of said plates, and a pair 
of spaced ‘members extending from one of the 
plates adapted to receive the handle of a brushv 
therebetween. 

8.. A brush protector comprising a pair of plates 
attached together at adjacent ends thereof, one 
of said plates being provided with a pair of par 
allel tubular members and a pair of U-shaped' 
members each having an arm received in one of 
the tubular members and an arm adapted to 
engage the other of said plates, and a pair oi.’ 
spaced members extending from one of the plates 
adapted toreceive the handle of a brush there 
between, and a :spring made of an elongated strip 
of resilient metal having a central portion at 
tached to one of the ‘plates and an arm extending 
from one end of said central portion engaging 
one of the plates and an arm extending from the 
other end of said central portion to engage the 
other of said plates, said‘arms being normally 
disposed at anangle to one another. 

9, A'brush protector comprising a pair of aper 
tured plates pivoted to one another at adjacent 
edges thereof and a member made of resilient 
metal having a central portion attached to one of 
said plates and an arm extending from one end 

' of the central portion engaging one of said plates 
'and .a secondarm extending from the otherend 
of said central portion engaging the other of said 
plates, said arms being normally disposed at an 
angle to one another. 

1.0. A brush protector comprising a pair of 
jaws adapted to receive the bristles of a paint 
brush therebetween, a member on one of said 
jaws adapted to engage the other of said jaws 
for holding the jaws in predetermined relation, 
and spring means for normally separating the 
jaws upon releasing said member. 

11. A brush protector comprising a pair of jaws 
adapted to receive the bristles of a paintbrush 
therebetween, a member on one of said jaws 
adapted to engage the other of said jaws for hold 
ing the jaws in predetermined relation, and 
spring meansfor normally’ separating the jaws 
upon releasing said member, said spring compris 
ing a singlepiece of resilient wire having arms 
engaging said jaws. 

12. ' A brush protector comprising a pair o1v jaws 
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‘ ‘ metal having a central portion‘attached‘toi one" 
of said jaws, and an arm extending from one end 

i a a nature 

adapted‘toreceive the bristles of a paint brush‘ 
therebetween, and a member made‘ of resilient 

of said central portion engaging one of said and a second arm extendingiirom the other end of 

‘said centrallportion engaging the other of said 
jaws, said arms being normally disposed‘ at an‘ 

i ' ‘angle to each other for separating said jaws. 
“ 10 13.‘ A brush‘ protector comprising a ‘pair of 

jaws adapted to rec‘eive‘the bristles of ‘a paint 
‘brush therebetween, and a ‘member made of re 

‘ silient metal having a central portion attached 
to one of said jaws, and anfarm extending from 
(one end of said central portion engaging one ofv 
said‘jaws, and a second army‘ extending fromthe 
other end of said‘ central portion engaging the 

‘ other of said jaws, ‘said arms‘beingnormally dis~ 
posed‘at an angle to‘ each other for separating 
said jaws, ‘and means for holding said jaws to— 
gether in predetermined relation. ’ ’ 

“ .335 

45 

55: 

60 

l ‘"14. A brush protector ‘comprising a pair of di 
verging jaws“ adapted to receive the bristles of’ 
‘a paint brush therebetween, a pair of spaced 
members on one of said jaws‘ for receiving the 
handle of the brush therebetween, and resilient 
means for normally separating the jaws. 

15. A brush protector comprising a pair‘ of 
jaws ‘adapted to receive the bristles of a paint 
‘brush therebetween, a pair of members attached 
to one of said jaws for receiving the handle of 
said brush therebetween, and a member made of 
resilient‘metal having a centralportion attached 
to one of said jaws, and an arm extending from 
one end of said central portion engaging one of’ 
‘said jaws, and a second arm extending from the 
other end of said central portion engaging the 
other of said jaws, said arms being normally dis 
posed at an angle to each other for separating 
said jaws. ‘ ‘ = ' 
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