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5 Claims. 

This invention relates toamusement devices 
and more particularly to an amusement device 
which is constructed to indicate a fortune or the 
like. 7 

An object of this invention is to provide a coin 
or check controlled device which is so constructed 
that the coin or check is adapted to gravitatingly 
move downwardly through a tortuous path and 
then pass into slots which have a backing pro 
vided with an amusing fortune telling back. ‘ 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

in a device of this kind means for holding the 
coins or checks within the fortune telling slots 
until the coins begin to cover up the indicia in 
the form of a fortune telling means whereupon 
the coins may be released for movement into a 
coin receptacle provided in the base of the de 
vice. ' 

The above and various other objects and ad 
vantages of this invention will in part be de 
scribed and in part be understood from the fol 
lowing detailed description of the present pre 
ferred embodiment, the same being illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings:—- ‘ 

Figure 1 is a detail front elevation partly in 
section and partly broken away of a device con— 
structed according to the preferredembodiment 
of this invention; 
Figure 2is a sectional view taken on the line 
2—2 of Figure 1; _, 

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 
3-3-01? Figure 1; 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 
4—4 of Figure 1; and 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 

on the line 5-—5 of Figure 1. 
Referring to the drawings wherein like char 

acters of reference designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, the numeral 10 
designates generally a hollow base structure 
which has a vertically disposed back or wall 11 
extending upwardly therefrom. The vertical wall 
or back 11 is provided with a metal inner face 
member 13 and a pair of angularly related bars 14 
are secured to the inner face of the facing mem 
ber 13. s 
A coin or check guide 15' extends through 

?ange 16 carried by the rear wall 11 and this coin 
guide is of substantially C-shaped construction, 
being open at the front face so that the passage 
of a coin therethrough can be readily viewed by 
the person operating the device. The inner end 
of this coin guide 15 terminates at the terminal 
end of the upwardly converging bars 14. 
A second pair of coin or check guides 1'7 are 

(01. 273-138) 

secured at one end to the converging members 14 
and extend upwardly and laterally at an angle to 
the vertical and terminate outwardly of the side 
edges of the vertical ?anges 18 carried by the 
back wall 11-. These guides 1'7 are similar in con- no 
struction to the vertical guide 15 so that the 
downward passage by gravity of a coin or check 
therethrough can be readily seen by the person 
operating the device. ' 
Disposed within the area or space between the o5 

converging bars 14 are a plurality of triangularly 
arranged pins 19 which extend through the metal 
facing member 13 and into the back wall struc 
ture 11. These 'pins, in the present instance, are 
constructed in the form of nails with the heads 70 
disposed away from the back wall 11, and these 
pins are arranged in triangular relation and 
spaced apart a sufficient distance so that a coin 
or check can readily pass between pairs or series 
of these pins. 
The upwardly converging bars 14 constitute 

?anges to limit the lateral movement of the coins 
in the downward passage thereof and between the 
lower ends of these ?anges or bars 14, there are 
disposed a plurality of vertically disposed chutes 
or guides, generally designated as 20. These 
guides 20 are constructed in L-shaped form with 
one leg thereof secured to the metal facing mem 
ber 13 and the other leg disposed at right anglesv 
to this facing member. These guides 20 are 85 
spaced apart a su?cient distance to permit a coin ' ‘ 
or check to readily and easily pass downwardly 
therethrough. 
A fortune telling card or slip 21 is arranged one 

between each pair of guide members 20 and 
these slips 21 are provided with suitable indicia 
22 on the outer face thereof to indicate an amus 
ing fortune or legend. A horizontally disposed 
slip holding member 23 has one edge thereof se 
cured by means of nails 24 or the like to the 95 
facing member 13 and the lower edge thereof is 
disposed awayvfrom the facing member so that 
the horizontal strip 23 acts as a shed to prevent 
contact of the coins with the upper ends of the 
indicia bearing slips 22. The front face of this 100 
device is closed at the upper portion thereof by a 
hinged transparent door, generally designated as 
25, and a sliding transparent panel 26. 
This door 25 comprises a rectangular frame 

structure 2'7, which is hinged as at 28, to the side 105 
?ange 18 of the back 11, and the inner face of the 
transparent panel 29 within the frame 2'7 is 
adapted to substantially contact with the heads 
or exposed ends of the nails or pins 19. The low 
er panel 26 engages at the inner surface thereof no 
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against the outer edges of the guide members 20, 
and this panel is slidable between the ?anges l8 
and a ?ange 30 extending inwardly from the 
?ange l8. 

5 The upper edge of the lower panel 26 is adapted’ 
to underlie the lower edge of the transparent door 
25 so that when this door 25 is closed, the lower 
panel 26 is held against upward sliding move 
ment. The base is comprises a bottom 31, a 

10 front wall 32, a top wall 33 and a rear wall 34, 
which rear wall is integral with the back wall 11. 
The top wall 33 engages against the lower edge 

of the lower panel 26 and this top wall 33 consti 
tutes a ledge or shelf upon which coins or checks 

15 may be placed during the playing of» the device. 
The inner edge of the top wall 33 is spaced out 
wardly from the front face of the rear wall 34 so 
that the coins in the guides 2o may readily pass 
downwardly into the interior of the base 10. 
A coin holding member, generally designated as 

35, is pivotally carried by the top wall 33 and has 
a portion thereof disposed in the path of the 
downwardly moving coins inv the guides 20 so 
that these coins will be prevented from dropping 

25;, into the interior of the base 10 until the coin hold 
er 35 has been rocked. 
The coin holder 35 comprises a substantially 

Z-shaped member having one leg 36 thereof se 
cured to an operating rod 37. This rod 37 is piv 

30;;0ta11y mounted inibearings 38 carried by the top 
wall 33 and the upper horizontal leg 39 of thez 
shaped member is positioned across the path of 

20 

the coins. moving downwardly in the guide mem~. 
bers 20. The intermediate leg 40 of this Z-shaped 

35 member is adapted to engage against an inclined 
edge Ill provided at the inner end of the top 
wall 33. r 

A curved rod 42 is secured intermediate its 
ends to the coin holding member 35 and springs 
.43 are secured one at each end to the resilient bar 

‘ or rod 42 and are also secured at the upper ends 
thereof to the base wall member 33. The rear 
wall 34 of the base 10 is cut out,as at 44, so as to 
permit the swinging movement of the coin hold 

5, er 35.to permit the dropping of the coins down 
wardly into a coin receptacle 45 which is mounted 
within the interior of the base 10. 
This cut out‘ portion 44 is inclined forwardly, 

as at 46, sothat as the coins pass downwardly 
in this recess 44, the coins will be projected 
forwardly into the. receptacle or drawer 45. The 
drawer 45- has a front wall or end member 47 
which may be provided with a suitable locking 
means 48 so that the unauthorized removal of 

_. the coins from the drawer Zl5 will be prevented. 
The-upper door 25 is also provided with a look 
ing means 49 so that the door cannot be opened 
by an unauthorized person. The space between 
the downwardly divergent bars 14 and the ad 

60__jacent side wall of the back 11 may be ?lled 
with cards bearing suitable indicia or instruc 
tions to operate the device or, if desired, this 
space may be ?lled with advertising matter. The 
operating rod or shaft 37 is extended at one end 

5 outwardly of the base 10 and provided with a 
suitable handle or operating mechanism 50 by 
means of which the holder 35 can be rocked 
into released position. The springs 43 will con 
stantly urge the coin holder 35 into closed 

70 position. ' 

In the use and operation of this device, the 
coin or check is placed in the selected guide 
either 15 or 17 and permitted to gravitatingly 
pass downwardly therethrough and when the 

75,. coin leaves the selected guide, it will strike the 

1,947,772 
nearest pins 19 and be de?ected from a straight 
downward path by these staggered pins 19 which, 
in the present form, are arranged in substantially 
diamond form so that a tortuous downward pas 
sage is provided tor the coin. After the coin 
passes the tortuous area provided by the pins 
19, it will enter one of the slots 20 and be held 
in this slot by means of the coin holding mem 
ber 35. 
The legend, either verse or otherwise on the 

fortune slip 21, will then be read as the fortune 
of the individual playing the device, and this 
fortune is in the form of an amusing legend 
or verse so that the playing of the device will 
be a source of amusement. 

It is, of course, understood that various changes 
and modi?cations may be made in the details of 
construction and design of the above speci?cally 
described embodiment of this invention without 
departing from the spirit thereof, such changes 
and modi?cations being restricted only by the 
scope of the following claims. 
What is claimed is:-—-' 
l. A game as set forth comprising a hollow 

base, a pair of vertical walls disposed in spaced 
relation to each other extending upwardly from 
the base, means for providing a tortuous passage 
between the walls, guide means for guiding a 
playing member into the tortuous passage adja 
cent the top thereof, vertical guide members 
disposed below the tortuous passage, indicia bear 
ing plates mounted within the vertical guides, 
means engaging the upper ends of the plates to 
prevent contact of the playing members with 
the upper ends of the plates, a coin holding 
member disposed below the vertical guides, means 
for swingably mounting the coin holding member 
in the base, yieldable means engaging the coin 
holding member to constantly urge the member 
into position to hold the playing members within 
the guide members, and operating means for the 
holding member. 

2. A game as set forth comprising a hollow 
base, a pair of vertically. disposed walls extending 
upwardly from the base and disposed in spaced 
relation to each other, means for providing a tor 
tuous passage downwardly between the walls, coin 
guide means engageable from without the walls to 
permit a coin to gravitatingly drop through the 
tortuous passage, vertical guide members disposed i 
below the tortuous passage, indicia bearing mem 
bers between the vertical guide members, means 
engaging the upper ends of the indicia bearing 
members to prevent contact of a coin with the 
upper ends of said latter members, a substantial 
ly Z-shaped coin holding member disposed below 
the vertical guide members and having each end 
thereof disposed in substantially horizontal posi 
tion, means engaging one end of the coin holding 
member to swingably mount the member in the . 
base, a longitudinally curved resilient bar carriedv 
by the coin holding member, springs engaging 
each endqof the bar and engaging the base to con 
stantly urge the coin holding member into hold 
ing position, and operating means for said'coin 
holding member extending exteriorly of the base. 

3. A game as set forth comprising a hollow base, 
a pair of vertical Walls extending upwardly from 
the base and disposed in spaced relation to each 
other, means for providing a tortuous passage be 
tween the two walls, guide means communicating 
with the upper end of the tortuous passage to per 
mit a coin to gravitatingly pass downwardly‘ 
through the tortuous passage, vertical guide 
members disposed below the tortuous passage, in- 1' 
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dicia bearing plates disposed between the vertical 
guide members, means engaging the upper ends 
of the plates to prevent contact of a coin with the 
upper ends of the plates, a coin holding member, 
means for swingably mounting the coin holding 
member across the lower ends of the vertical 
guide members, yieldable means for constantly 
urging the coin holding member into holding po 
sition, operating means for said coin holding 
member, one of said walls being provided with a 
horizontally disposed recess, said recess adjacent 
the lower edge thereof being inclined inwardly 
of the base to provide a guide means to guide the 
coins forwardly of said one wall, and a‘ coin re 
‘ceptacle within the base and below the recess 
to receive the coins upon downward swinging 
movement of the coin holding member. 

4. In a game as described including a tortuous 
means, vertical guide members below the means 
and a coin or check receiving means; a Z-shaped 

3 
holding member having one portion underlying 
said guide members, means for pivotally securing 
the holding member to the receiving means, a 
longitudinally curved bar secured to said holding 
member, and springs engaging said bar and con 
stantly urging said holding member into a posi 
tion below said guide members. 

5. In a game as described including a tortuous 
means, vertical guide members below the means 
and a coin or check receiving means; a Z-shaped 
holding member having one portion underlying 
said guide members, a pivot for said holding mem 
her, a longitudinally curved bar secured to said 
holding member, springsv engaging said bar and 
the receiving means to constantly urge said hold 
ing member into a position below said guide 
members, and operating means integral with said 
pivot. 
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