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‘This invention relates to the formation of so 
called piped buttonholes' which are now in ex 
tensive use. In these buttonholes the usual but-v 
tonhole stitching is omitted, and the buttonholes 

5 finished and reinforced by folds of a separate 
piping fabric extending along their edges. ‘Such 
piped buttonholes have heretofore, so far as I am 
aware, been made by hand: an expensive oper-' 
ation frequently constituting a very considerable 
part of the entire making cost of the garment. 
The present invention has for its objects to Sim 
plify and consequently cheapen the formation 
of such buttonholes and to provide a method and 
structure in accordance with which the seams by 

16 
fabric of the garment are completely concealed 
at the face of the latter while effectively holding 
the parts in place. ' 
These and other objects and advantages of the 

invention will best be understood from the fol 
lowing description of a preferred mode of carry 
ing the latter into effect, as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing. It will be understood, 
however, that the particular constructions and 
operations described and shown have been chosen 
for purposes of exempli?cation merely and that 
the invention, as defined by the claims hereunto 
appended, may be otherwise practiced without 
departure from the spirit and scope thereof. 
In said drawing: 
Fig. l is a perspective view showing the initial 

attachment of the piping fabric to the main or 
body fabric of the garment. 

Fig. 2 is a corresponding transverse section. 
Fig. 3 is a sectional perspective view illustrat 

ing the slitting of the fabrics. 
Fig. 4' is a view of the work after attachment 

and slitting, looking from the back or reverse 
side. of the main fabric. 

Figs. 5 and 6 are sectional views illustrating 
the turning of the buttonhole, 

Fig. 7 is a sectional perspective view showing 
the parts after turning. 

Fig. 8 is a view of the completed buttonhole, 
' looking from the front or face of the main fabric. 

Fig. 9 is a similar view looking from the back 
or reverse side. 
The main or body fabric in which the button 

hole is to be formed is shown at 15, the front or 
face side thereof being indicated by the numeral 
16 and the back or reverse side by the numeral 
17. The piping fabric is shown at 18 and is sup 
plied in single pieces of sufficient size to ?nish 
individual buttonholes. Each piece is folded 
over upon itself in opposite directions along two 
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which the piping fabric is secured to the main‘ 
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preferably straight parallel lines 19 intermediate 
the edges 20 thereof to form two oppositely ex-, 
tending folds or pleats 21, leaving said edges up-V 
standing, as shown in Fig. 1. The folds 21 are 
secured to the face 16 of the main fabric 15', by 60 
two lines of stitching 22 spaced from the edges ' 
19 of said folds and passing through both layers, 
of the latter but through only one layer or thick-, 
ness of the main fabric (Figs. 1 and 2). ‘ 
The main and piping fabrics are cut' to form‘ 05 

registering slits 23 and 24, respectively; of a 
length corresponding to the length ‘of the desired ‘ 
buttonhole. This slitting may be done prior to, 
simultaneously with, or subsequent to the stitch 
ing of the seams 22. Accurate registration of the 70 
slits can be most conveniently assured by slit 
ting the fabrics simultaneously with or subse 
quent to their attachment/to each other. Pref-V 
erably the slitting is done, subsequent to the 
stitching operation, as by means'of a suitable 78 
slitting knife 25 conventionally illustrated at 25 
in Fig. 3. 

After the piping fabric has been secured to the 
main fabric with the slits 23 and 24 in register, 
the free edges 20 of the piping fabric are folded 80 
inwardly and inserted into said slits, as shown 
in Fig. 5, and the entire piping fabric turned 
therethrough, as illustrated in Fig. 6, resulting 
in the structure shown in Fig. 7. This operation 
results in the formation of intumed portions 26 85 
in the main fabric 15 at the back or reverse side 
17 thereof along the edges of the slit 23 therein, 
which portions are secured to the folds 21 of the 
piping fabric by the stitches, 22 which pass 
through both layers of the folds in the piping 90 
fabric but through the intumed portions only of 
the main fabric, leaving the folds projecting 
slightly beyond the longitudinal edges of ‘the slit 
23, as shown in Fig. 8, to constitute the desired 
piping. As shown most clearly in Fig. 4, the lines 95 
of stitching 22 are substantially equal in length 
to the slits 23 and 24, leaving the end portions 30, 
of the piping fabric free in order to facilitate the 
complete turning of said piping-fabric through 
said slits as described. 

Since the stitching 22 passes only through the 
inturned portions 26 of the main ‘fabric, it is 
wholly concealed from the face of the main fab- ' 
ric, whose appearance is therefore not marred 
thereby, and the color and texture of the thread 106 
employed is immaterial. Since, however, said 
stitching passes through both layers of the folds 
21, it tends to hold-the body of the piping fabric 
flat at the back of the m 'n fabric, so that no 
additional stitching throug the main fabric is no 
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5 ,2'7 extending transverse to the stitching 22 and‘ 
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required for this purpose. In fact, the stitching 
22 is the only stitching necessary, particularly 
where a lining is employed, but it is preferred to 
complete the work by additional lines of stitching 

slit 24 at the ends of the latter, said stitching 27 
passing through the piping fabric only (including 
both layers of the folds 21 therein) and assisting 
in holding the latter in its desired ?at, folded 
condition. ~ 

For convenience and brevity, the term “fabric” 
is used herein to designate the materials 15 and 
18, but I wish it understood that this expression 
is not to be taken as limited to textile materials, 
but that it is intended to include any and all 
materials, such, for example, as leather, suitable 
for the purposes in question. I 

I claim: 
1. A piped buttonhole comprising a main fab 

> ric and a piece of piping fabric, said fabrics hav 
ing registering slits, said main fabric having in 
turned portions along the edges of the slit therein, 
and said piping fabric being folded upon itself 
along two lines at opposite sides of the slit there 
in, and lines of stitching securing'said fabrics 
together adjacent the longitudinal edges of the 
buttonhole, said stitching passing through both 
layers of the folds in said piping fabric and’ 

v through the inturned portions only of said main 
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fabric. 
2. A piped buttonhole comprising a main fab 

ric and a piece of piping fabric, said fabrics hav 
ing registering slits, said main fabric having in 
turned portions'along the edges of the slit there 
in, and said piping fabric being folded upon itself 
along two parallel lines intermediate the edges 
thereof and at opposite sides of the slit therein, 
lines of stitching securing said fabrics together 

, adjacent the longitudinal edges of the button 
hole, said stitching passing through both layers 
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of the folds in said piping fabric and through the 
inturned portions only of said main fabric, and 
otherlines of stitching transverse to said ?rst 
named lines at the ends of the buttonhole and 
passing through the piping fabric only. 

3. The method of making piped buttonholes 
which includes folding a piece of pipingyfabric 
‘upon itself along two lines intermediate the edges 
thereof, stitching the folds so formed to a main 
fabric, cutting registering slits in the two fabrics 
between said folds, and turning the piping fabric 
through said slits. 

4. The method of making piped buttonholes 
which includes folding a piece of piping fabric 
upon itself along two lines intermediate the edges 
thereof, securing the folds so formed to a main 
fabric by stitching through both layers of the 
folds and one layer only of the main fabric, 
cutting registering slits in the two fabrics between 
said folds, and turning the piping fabric through 
said slits. ‘ 

5. The method of making piped buttonholes 
which includes folding a piece of piping fabric 
upon itself along two lines intermediate the edges 
thereof, stitching the folds so formed to a‘ main 
fabric, cutting registering slits in the two fabrics 
between said folds, and turning the piping fabric 
and the attached adjacent edges of the main fab 
ric through said slits. 

6. The method of making piped buttonholes 
which includes folding a piece of piping fabric 
upon itself along two lines intermediate the edges 
thereof, stitching the folds so formed to a main 
fabric, cutting registering slits in the two fabrics 
between said folds, turning the piping fabric 
through said slits, and sewing lines of stitching 
crosswise of the slits at the ends of the button 
hole through said piping fabric only. 

DAVE ZILINSKY. 
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