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,3 Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in posts 
and, more especially, to a self-driving post or 
combination of a socket adapted to support a re 
movable post, said post having driving means 

5 thereon so that the weight of the same can be 
utilized to hammer .the socket into the ground. 
By the use of my invention, it is possible to 

place a socket in the ground in substantially any 
desired location without the use of any tools; 

10 said socket after being placed remaining as a sup 
port for a post removably mounted thereon. 
Other features and advantages of my inven 

tion will appear more fully as I proceed with 
my speci?cation. 

15 In that form of device embodying the features 
of my invention shown in the accompanyin 
drawing— - 

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view showing the 
socket and post in place; Fig. 2 is a view in side 
elevation of the socket; and Fig. 3 is a view in 
side elevation of the post showing the same re 
moved from the socket. 
As shown in the drawing, 10 indicates a hol 

low cylindrical socket with its lower end pointed, 
as indicated by 10a. 

11 indicates a post, the lower end of which 
is adapted to be supported in the socket. The 
post is provided with a driving projection adapted 
to be brought into driving engagement with the 
upper edge of the socket by forcing the post 
downwardly in the socket, whereby the weight of 
the post can be used to hammer the socket into 
the ground. Preferably, the socket and post are 
both made out of metal so that the post will have 
suf?cient weight to drive the socket into the 
ground, as stated. As here shown, the driving 
projection on the post comprises a collar 12 suit 
ably fastened to the post, for example, by weld 
mg. 

In the practice of the invention, the socket 10 
is driven into the ground 13 by sliding the post 
upwardly and downwardly in the socket, caus 
ing the collar 12 on the down stroke to forcibly 
engage the upper edge of the socket 10 to ham 
mer the latter into the ground. When the sock 
et is at the desired depth, the post may remain 
supported therein or removed when desired by 
merely lifting it out. 

It is obvious that the portion of the post below 
the collar 12 must extend into the socket far 
enough to permit the upward and downward 
movement above mentioned. That is, it must ex 
tend into the socket far enough so that the post 
may be lifted high enough to give a good blow 
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~55 without having the post come out of the socket. 

(Cl. 189-28) 

The distance that the portion below the collar 
extends into the socket is therefore substantially 
longer than necessary to merely support the post 
in the socket. 
The invention may be used wherever it is de 

sirable to provide a post removably mounted in a 
socket, for example, a clothes line post, fence 
post, tennis net supporting post, or the like. 
While I have shown and described certain 

embodiments of my invention, it is to be under- 65 
stood that it is capable of many modi?cations. 
Changes, therefore, in the construction and ar 
rangement may be made without departing from 
the spirit and scope of the invention as disclosed 
in the appended claims, in which it is my inten 
tion to claim all novelty inherent in my invention 
as broadly as permissible, in view of the prior 
art. 
What I regard as new, and desire to secure by 

Letters Patent, is: 75 
1. In combination, a tubular metallic socket 

having a pointed bottom and adapted to be driven 
into the ground, the upper edge of said socket 
forming a driving annulus lying in substantially 
a horizontal plane, and a post adapted to be sup- so 
ported in said socket, said post having a metallic 
driving collar ?rmly attached to same throughout 
its entire circumference and a portion below said 
collar extending into said socket a distance sub 
stantially greater than necessary to support said 
post in said socket, said collar adapted to be 
brought into driving engagement with the driv 
ing annulus on the upper edge of the socket by 
forcing the post downwardly in the socket, where 
by the weight of the post can be used to hammer 
the socket into the ground without substantial 
damage to either post or socket. 

2. In combination, a tubular metallic socket 
having a pointed bottom and adapted to be driv 
en into the ground, the upper edge of said socket 
forming a driving annulus lying in substantially 
a horizontal plane, and a post adapted to be sup 
ported in said socket, said post having a metallic 
driving member firmly attached to same and a 
portion below said driving member extending into 
said socket a distance substantially greater than 
necessary to support said post in said socket, said 
driving member adapted to be brought into driv 
ing engagement with the driving annulus on the 
upper edge of the socket by forcing the post down- 105 
wardly in the socket, whereby the weight of the 
post can be used to hammer the socket into the 
ground without substantial damage to either post 
or socket. 

3. In combination, a tubular metallic socket 
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having a pointed bottom and adapted to be driv 
en into the ground, the upper edge of said socket 
forming a driving annulus lying in substantially 
a horizontal plane, and a post adapted to be sup 
ported in said socket, said post having a metallic 
driving collar ?rmly attached to same and a por 
tion below said collar extending into said socket 
a distance substantially greater than necessary to A 
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1,943,018 
support said post in said socket, said collar adapt 
ed to be brought into driving engagement with 
the driving annulus on the upper edge of the 
socket by forcing the post downwardly in the 
socket, whereby the weight of the post can be 
used to hammer the socket into the ground with 
out substantial damage to either post or socket. 

JAY L. HENCH. 
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