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3 Claims. 

The invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in va package for can ends, and in 
the method of producing the same. 
An object of the invention is to provide a 

5 package for can ends whereby the can ends may 
be placed in unit packages of a predetermined 
number each, and the unit packages crated on a 
skid to facilitate the handling of the same. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a method of packaging can ends wherein the 
ends may be handled in unit packages ofapre 
determined number each, and wherein a skid 
crate is provided that can be cheaply made and 
scrapped after use. 
In the drawings 
Figure 1 is a side-view of a completed pack 

age of can ends ready for shipment; 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same; 
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the skid on 

which the can end unit packages are stacked; 
Fig. 4 is a side viewof the package; 
Fig. 5 is a sectional view on the line a-—a of 

Fig. 1; 
Fig. 6 is ‘a detail showing an angle clip used 

in connection with the package; 
Fig. '7 is a detail showing a portion of the 

end of the skid in side view, with the angle clip 
attached thereto; 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of one of the unit 
wrapped packages; - 

Fig. 9 is a transverse section through a por 
tion of one of the stacked units. 
The invention has to do with the packaging 

of can ends for shipment. The can ends are 
wrapped in unit packages of a predetermined 
number each. This is accomplished by stacking 
the desired number of can ends, then wrapping 
the stacked ends in paper to form a cylindrical 
package. The paper is ?rmly wrapped about the 
ends, and the ends of the paper wrapper folded 
down on to the stacked ends, after which the 
paper is secured in any desired way, but pref 
erably by adhesive strips, so as to make a very 
?rm unit package of ends. These unit packages 
are all of a predetermined size. The unit pack 
ages are placed on a skid which may be made 
of wood, metal or any suitable material, and is 
in the form of a ?at table member on which the 
unit packages may be laid, with their axes ex 
tending transversely across the skid and with 
the ends of the unit packages substantially ?ush 
with the side edges ‘of the skid. The skid table is 
mounted on legs preferably in the form of 
cross members so that the table is raised from 
the ?oor to permit the arms of a truck to pass 
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under the skid for raising and moving the same. 
Extending upwardly from the ends of the skid 
are end members which terminate short of the 
height of the crated package that is to be pro 
duced. Extending along the top of the table and 60 
up the side members is a strip of corrugated 
paper. This strip of corrugated paper extends 
above the ends of the side members. The unit 
packages of can ends are stacked on the skid 
between the side members to a height above the 65 
ends of the side members. The ‘strips of corru 
gated paper are then folded down on to the ends 
and preferably a flexible metal strip placed on 
the corrugated paper, after which a bailing band 
is placed around the skid, the side walls and 70 
the corrugated paper covering the top of the 
package, and the ends‘ of the bailing band are 
clamped together after it has been drawn taut, 
?imly binding together the unit packages, andv 
the unit packages to the skid. The sheets of cor- 75 
rugated paper may also be attached to the skid 
and extend up along the open sides of the crate, 
covering the ends- of the unit packages, and the 
bailing band may be placed about the center‘ 
of the package, if desired. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings, the 
can ends are indicated at C in the drawings, and 
these can ends are placed side by side, or one 
on top of the other to'form a stack containing a 
predetermined number of can ends. A paper 55 
indicated at 1 in the drawings is placed around 
the stacked ends and the edges thereof ?rmly 
joined by a sealing strip indicated at 2. The 
portions of the paper projecting'beyond the can 
ends are folded down in the usual way, and the 90 
strip 2 extends across the ends, and another strip 
3 is applied, so that the can ends are ?rmly 
wrapped in the paper, thus forming a unit pack 
age which may be readily handled. It will be un 
derstood that other sealing means may be used, 95 
and the projecting portions of the paper may be 
otherwise folded than illustrated in the drawings. 
The essential thing is the wrapping of the ends 
to form a unit package of a predetermined size. 
These unit packages are placed on a skid for 100 
crating. The skid consists of a table portion 4 
which, as shown in the drawings, consists of three 
spaced members 5, 6 and 7. These members are 
attached to cross legs 8. There are three cross 
legs shown, and they are of such dimension as 105 
to support the table a suf?cient distance from the 
floor so as to permit the arms of a truck to be 
placed underneath the skid for the lifting and 
conveying of the same to a desired position. At 
‘the ends of the table 4 is a side member 9 which 110 
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2 
is attached to the center member 6 of the table. 
At the other end of the skid is a side member 10. 
These side members extend upward substantially 
at right angles to the table portion of the skid 
and terminate short of the upper end of the crated 
packages of can ends. The crated packages are 
indicated at P. The length-of the table is so 
dimensioned that when these unit packages are 
placed on the table with their axes extending 
transversely of the table, the unit packages will 
contact with each other and with the side mem-' 
bers, as indicated in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The 
next row of unit packages is staggered relative 
to the ?rst row, as indicated in this ?gure, and 
will have therein one less number of unit packages. 
The next row is again placed similar to the ?rst 
row, with the unit packages contacting with the 
side members 9 and 10. Thus the unit packages 
of can ends are stacked on the skid to a height 
so that the row indicated at R extends slightly 
above the side members 9 and 10. The top row 
R’ contains one less unit package than the row R. 
Extending across the top of the skid is a sheet 

of corrugated paper indicated at 11. This corru 
gated paper also extends up the side members 
as indicated at 12 and 13, and to a sufficient dis 
tance above the side members, so that the end 
portions of the strip may be folded down into 
lapped relation on ‘top of the top row of unit 
packages. A strip of tin or other ?exible metal 
indicated at 14 is laid on top of the paper and 
extends from a point slightly below the upper end 
of the side member 9 to a point slightly below the 
upper end of the side member 10. At each end of 
the table 4 of the skid is a metal angle clip 15. 
This clip is nailed to the table or otherwise se 
cured thereto, and is provided with projecting 
ribs 16, 16. The legs 8 of the skid are each 
provided with an opening 17 directly beneath 
the center member 6. A bailing band 18 extends 
through these openings and over the angle clips 
between the ribs 16, 16, and up along each side 
member 9 and 10 centrally thereof, thence cen 
trally along the metal strip 14. The. ends of this 
bailing band are passed through a sealing clip 19 
which is of the usual construction and which 

v serves to lock the. ends of the band when they are 
drawn tight around the package. When this 
band is drawn tight, it will bear on the unit pack 
ages of ends, forcing the same tightly against 
each other and against the side members and the 
skid, thus not only clamping the unit packages 
together, but to the skid. Suitable staples 20, 
20 may be used for preventing the bailing band 
from slipping laterally on the ‘side member. The 
corrugated strip of'paper may be made of any 
suitable width. It is shown of substantially the 
same width as the table and extends to a point 
slightly above the upper endof the side member 
9. The extension of the corrugated strip 12 is‘ 
shown in Fig. 4 as slightly narrower where it’ 
‘passes over the top of the crated unit packages. 
This may be made of any desired width. It may 
be all in one piece, or in» separate pieces. The 
purpose of the corrugated paper is not only to aid 
in holding the unit packages and protecting the , 

' same from being broken, but it also prevents 

76 

cha?ng and wearing of the wrapper of the unit 
package where it contacts with the parts of the 
crate. ' - , _ ' ' - 

As shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings there are 
sheets of corrugated paper indicated'at21 and 
22 which extend from-one side member to the 
other and from the table to the top of the pack 
age, and are folded around on to the 'side mem 

1,941,041 
bers for the purpose of enclosing the ends. At 
tached to the side member 9 is a cross bar 23 
and attached to the side member 10 is a cross bar 
24. A bailing band 25 extends horizontally about 
the crate substantially at mid-height thereof, and 
the ends of the bailing band are joined by a 
seal 26. This placing of a bailing band about 
the center of the crate is‘ especially useful in the 
shipping of the crates to distant points where it 
is subjected to considerable handling and rough 
storage. The crate as shown in Figures 1 to 4 
is particularly intended for use in the loading of ' 
freight cars. Inasmuch as there are a predeter 
mined number of ends in each unit package, the 
crate may have therein a predetermined num 
ber of unit packages, and this provides a ready 
means for determining the number of can ends 
shipped. The crate as described may be made 
almost wholly of wood and paper, which may be 
scrapped when the package is broken, and there 
fore, the package may be made very cheaply. 

It is obvious that other arrangements of the» 
crating members may be made than that shown 
in the drawings, the essential feature of the in-. 
vention is the method of handling the can ends 
and the crated package produced by said method._ 
It is essential that the can ends shall be wrapped 
in unit packages and that means shall be provided 
for the securing of the unit packages together 
and to a skid so constructed that it may be read 
ily lifted and transported from one point. to an 
other. ' 

Having thus described the invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The'combination of a skid, side members at 
the ends thereof extending vertically, strips of 
corrugated paper on the upper face of the skid 
and the inner faces of the side-members, cylin 
drical unit packages of can ends of a predeter 
mined number each stacked on said skid and be 
tween said side members with their axes parallel 
and with the ends of the packages substantially 
?ush with the side edges of the skid, a strip of cor 
rugated paper extending from the upper end of 
one side member to the upper end of the other ’ 
side member, a strip of ?exible metal at the outer 
face of said last-named strip of corrugated paper, 
a bailing band extending in a vertical plane 1on 
gitudinallyof the skid and at right angles to the 
axes of the unit packages and encircling the skid, 
the side members, the corrugated strips of paper 
and the metal_strip, and having its ends joined 
for clamping the unit packages together andito 
the skid and side members, and angle clips at 
tached to the skid at each end thereof and hav 
ing spaced ribs between which the bailing band 
may be placed and held thereby from lateral 
movement. ' 

2. The combination of a skid, side members at 
the ends thereof. extending vertically, strips of 
corrugated paper on the upper face of the ski , 
and the inner faces of theside members, cylin- , 
drical unit packages of can ends of a predeter- ' 
mined number each stacked on said skid and be- 140 
tween said side members withtheir axes parallel . 
and with the ends of the packages substantially 
?ush with the side edges of the skid, a strip of 
corrugated paper extending from the upper end 
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of one side member to the upper end of the other 145‘ 
side member, a‘ strip of ?exible metal at the outer 
face of said last-named strip of corrugated pa 
per, a bailing band extending in a vertical plane 
longitudinally of the skid and at right angles to 
the axes of the unit packages and encircling the 150 
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skid, the side members, the corrugated strips 
of paper and the metal strip, and having its ends 
joined for clamping the unit packages together 
and to the skid and side members, angle clips 

\ attached to the skid at each end thereof and hav 
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ing spaced ribs between which the bailing band 
may be placed and held thereby from lateral 
movement, and a bailing band extending in a 
horizontal plane around the side members and 
the unit packages midway the height of the crated 
packages and having its ends joined so as to firm 
1y clamp the side members and the unit packages. 

3. The combination of a skid, side members at 
the ends thereof extending vertically, strips of 
corrugated paper on the upper face ofthe, skid 
and the inner faces of the side members, unit 
wrapped packages of can ends .of a predeter 

3 
mined number each, stacked- on said skid and be 
tween said side members with their axes parallel 
and with the ends of the packages substantially ' 
flush with the side edges of the skid, a strip of 
corrugated paper extending from the upper end 
of one side member to the upper end of the other 
side member, a strip of ?exible metal at the outer 
face of said last named strip of corrugated paper, 
a bailing band extending in a vertical plane lon 
gitudinally of the skid ‘and at right angles to the 
axes of the unit packages and encircling the skid, 
side members, the corrugated strips of paper and 
metal strip and having its ends joined for clamp 
ing the unit packages together and to the skid and 
side members. 

JOHN A. McKEE. 
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