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This invention relates to sound picture record 
containers and more particularly to special ar 
rangements whereby a separate sound record is 
permanently associated with the corresponding 

5 ?lm record. ‘ 

In the well known type of sound picture system 
to which the invention applies, it is customary 
to record the picture record on ordinary ?lm and 
the corresponding sounds on a phonograph rec 
ord operating synchronously withthe camera. 
In using a record speed of 331/3 revolutions per 
minute and 86 to 98 grooves per inch, which 
have been found to be desirable values from an 
engineering standpoint, it is necessary to 7make 
the phonograph record about 16" diameter in 
order that its playing time shall be from 10 to 
11 minutes as required for the projection of an 
ordinary reelof ?lm. Commercial pressing from 
such a record is ordinarily 1A," in thickness and 
weighs 11/2 lbs. A' record of this kind properly 
packed together with a-reel of ?lm in a suitable, 
container therefore comprises a complete sound 
picture record for shipment. - 

‘ This arrangement is objectionable for variousv 
reasons. It involves separate packing vof the two 
parts of the record and hence often gives rise 
to confusion due to shipping either a ?lm or 
disc record which does not relate to the subject 
matter intended to be sent. Separate packing 
moreover involves considerable labor and ex 
pense and also makes it likely that trouble will 
be experienced in the projection room_ due to‘ 
misplacing the record, or to errors in packing. 

It is therefore the object of the present inven 
3“ tion to minimize the errors due to mislaying or 

interchanging such records and to provide a 
novel system for storing and shipping them, but 
which is at the same time more convenient and 
less costly than the arrangements now employed. 
In accordance therefore with the general fea 

tures of the invention the sound accompanying a 
picture is recorded on a special blank of record 
material of such physical characteristics and di 
mensions that it may readily be packed in a 
1film container of standard diameter. The ?lm 
container used is divided into separate compart 
ments for the ?lm and the discs and means is 
provided whereby it is impossible to pack a con 
tainer with any but the proper records. . 

50- A feature of the invention is the use, for the 
sound record, of a relatively thin disc of cellu 
lose acetate or similar substance which requires 
comparatively little packing space and due to its 
‘composition will not bev adversely affected by 
temperature or humidity conditions which are 

suitable for the ?lm. Preferably a hill and dale 
type groove is used and the groove spacing and 
the recording speed are such that the full sound 
accompaniment for a standard reel may be re 
corded conveniently ‘on this relatively small 
record.- , ' 

Additionally, a keying system is‘ employed 
which in one form involves the use of markings 
individual to the subject matter of the picture 
dividing the center blank portion of the disc 
record into a number of sectors, suchas three, 
which may be of different colors for easy identi-r 
?cation. In each of these sectors 3. hole is 
punched in one of ten positions, the hole in each 
sector being‘ at‘ a di?erent distance from the 
record center. Corresponding pins are provided 
in‘ the disc receptacle so that only records hav 
ing the proper perforations may be accommo 
dated. By means of the same combination of 
pins in the other compartment, only the desired 
?lm reel may be placed in it and assurance that 
the proper ?lm is wound on the reel may be ob 
tained if desired by the use of code perforations 
in the end of the ?lm cooperating with pins on‘ 
the reel at the clamping point. ' ‘ 

This keying system applied to a preferred form 
of unitary container is shown in the accompany 
ingdrawing in which ~ , ‘ 

Fig. 1 is a general view of the container and 
records partly in section; 3 > - ~' 

Fig. 2 is an exploded View of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 shows a portion of one of the special 

sound records marked in accordance with the in 
vention and also indicates schematically the 
special reproducer described; 

Fig. 4 shows a portion of the container cover 
having, marking corresponding to the record; 
and 

Fig. 5 is a detail of the hub of a ?lm reel 
showing how the ?lm may be keyed to it. 
The assembly of Fig. 1 will be better under 

stood‘ from a consideration of the exploded view 
as shown in Fig. 2 in which 1 is the body of 
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45 ordinary ?lm can, except that it is lined with 
a layer of felt 2. In assembling the unit the 
sound record or preferably duplicate records 
3-3, separated by a ring of felt 4; are placed in 
the lid 5 which is also lined with felt 8 with the 
pins 6 in the holes 7 of the records and the lid 
5 is then inserted in the body portion 1 as shown 
in Fig. 1. The pins 6 protrude from a metal disc 
9 which is rotatably mounted in the lid 5 by a 
pin 10 which also holds in place a similar smaller 

5 disc 11 having corresponding pins 22. The pin 
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10 is made larger at either end so that the 
lower portion serves as a centering pin for the 
records to assist in assembling them in the lid 
5 and the upper portion provides a similar cen 
tering pin for the reel and incidentally a han 
dle by means of which the lid 5 may readily be 
removed from the body of the container. After 
the lid 5 is in place, the reel 12 containing the 
?lm record corresponding to the sound record 
already packed, is placed on its centering pin 
and adjusted until the key pins 22 in the disc 11 
are ?tted into the holes 15 in the lower side of 
the reel. To complete the assembly it is only 
necessary to put on the outer cover 14, which 
has key pins 16 which ?t into correspondingv 
holes on the upper side of the reel. ' 

Referring to Figs. 3 and 4, which show in 
detail the marking applied to the record and 
the outer cover respectively as indicated, the 
central portion is divided into three sectors 
which may be of; different colors such as red, 
white and blue as indicated. Each of these sec-, 
tors on, the cover is plainly marked suchvas by 
large dots 17,18, 19 vopposite one of the ten 
positions so that the record within the con-, 
tainer may be identi?ed by number. Beginning 
withrthe red number, for instance, the record 
unit shown will be known as 3—'7—2. In the 
case of the soundv records, there will be as already 
described holes .7, 7, '7, opposite the proper num 
ber positions. It will be understood, of course, 
that the usual printed information may also be 
applied to the disc records and vto the cover if 
desired. 'Since, as already pointed out, these 

"markings are on different centers it will be ob 
vious that a great many combinations may be 
obtained without duplication and as the sound 
records, the ?lm reel and the cover are all 
keyed to correspond with the marking on the 

7 container lid, only the proper records can be 
placed in a given container. The ?lm 21 also 
may be marked at its ends with the numbers 
characteristic of that particular record, or if it is 
believed desirable, perforations may be made in 

~ the ?lm 21 as shown’ in Fig. 5 which‘ will ?t 
over corresponding pins _23 in the central por 
tion 24 of the reel, so that it will be impossible 
inadvertently to wind any but the right ?lm 
on it. I . 

What is claimed is: : 

1,940,088 
1. A shipping container for sound picture rec'-r 

ords comprising a metal container, an inner 
cover for enclosing a disc sound record within 
the container, an outer cover for enclosing a reel 
of picture ?lm within the container, and keying 
members on the inner cover for engaging the 
disc and the reel when packed in the container. 

2. The combination with a' phonograph rec 
ord having characteristic markings, a corre 
sponding picture record of strip material coiled 
on a reel having characteristic markings and a 
unitary container for the records, of keying 
means secured to the container and engaging 
the characteristic markings whereby only corre 
sponding records may be placed in the container. 

3. The combination with a sound record and a 
reel carrying a corresponding picture record, 
and a container having separate compartments 
for the sound and picture records of keying 
means within the compartments and cooperat 
ing with the sound record and the picturereel. 

4. In combination ‘a sound picture record con 
tainer, a sound record having keying perfora 
tions within the container, an inner cover hav 
ing members engaging the perforations and 
other members extending above the cover, a reel 
carrying a picture record’ and having perfora 
tions in one side engaging the other members 
and other perforations, and an outer cover for 
the containerhaving on its outer side marking 
corresponding to the perforations and members 
on its inner side cooperating with the other 

’ perforations in the reel. 
5. In combination, a sound picture record 

container, a disc sound record within the con 
tainer the'central portion ‘of, the disc having a 
plurality of sets of perforation positions and a‘ 
perforation in at least one of thepositions, an, 
inner’ cover having members engaging the per 
forations and other members extending above 
the cover, a-reel carrying a picture record ‘and 
having perforations in one side engaging the 
other members andlother perforations, and an 
outer cover for the container having on its 
outer side, markings corresponding to those on 
the central portion of the disc and members on 
its inner side cooperating with the’ other per 
forationsin the reel. 

HENRY C. HARRISON. 
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