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1 ‘ Claim. 

This invention relates to screw drivers, and 
more particularly to a slidable attachment for a 
screw driver for holding a screw upon the end of 
the blade thereof while it is being driven into or 
removed from a screw hole. 

One. object of this invention is to provide a 
screw‘ driver attachment of the above nature 
which will be especially adapted to facilitate the 
manipulation of small screws such as are used by 
jewelers or watchmakers in locations which would 
be di?icult of access to the operator’s ?ngers. 
A further object is to provide a screw driver 

attachment of the above nature which will be 
simple in construction, inexpensive to manufac 

15 ture, easy to assemble and manipulate, compact, 
ornamental in appearance, and very efficient and 
durable in use. 
With these and other objects in view there have 

been illustrated on the accompanying drawing 
20 two forms in which the invention may be con 

veniently embodied in practice. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 represents a perspective view of a screw 

driver having the screw holding attachment as 
sembled thereto for holding a screw upon the end 
of the screw driver blade. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary side elevation of the 
screw driver and attachment, the screw clamping 
end of said attachment being shown in section. 
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30 Fig. 3 is a view in front elevation of the screw 
holding attachment shown detached from the 
screw driver. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of the 
clamping end of the screw holding attachment. 

35 Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a modified form 
of a screw holder attachment. 

, Referring now to the drawing in which like ref 
erence numerals denote corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, the numeral 10 in 

40 dicates a screw driver of conventional type con- ‘ 
sisting of a wooden handle member 11 and a shank 
member 12 provided with a wedge-shaped blade 
13 upon its end. The blade 13 is adapted to ?t 
into a transverse slot 14 formed in the head of a 
screw 15, which may be of any desiredcommer 
cial type, the screw herein shown having a round 
ed head 15a. - 

In order to hold the screw 15 upon the‘end of 
the screw driver blade 13 while said screw is either 
being screwed into or unscrewed from a screw 
hole, provision is made of a holding attachment 
including a resilient longitudinally bowed arm 16, 
to the forward end of which is integrally connected 
an enlarged screw clamping jaw 1'7 having a wedge 
shaped end 17a. The front of the jaw 17 is pro 
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etc. 

(Cl. 145-—52) 

vided on one side with a concave recess 18 ter 
minating in a plurality of curved converging fin 
gers 19. The tips of ther?ngers 19 are adapted 
to resiliently engage the shank of the screw '15 
below the head 15a thereof. The recess 18 is pref- 60 
erably provided with a plurality of parallel ‘V 
shaped transverse grooves 21, three in this in 
stance, adapted to selectively receive the sharp 
annular rim of the screw 15 depending upon the 
size and shape thereof. 

It will be understood that the recessed jaw 17 
is adapted to clamp about the screw heads of other 
types beside the round head herein illustrated, 
such as ?lister heads, flat heads, hexagonal heads, 
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70 
In order to detachably fasten the resilient 

arm 16 to the screw driver shank 12, said arm 
16 is provided on its upper end with an integral 
shank-engaging substantially cylindrical split 
spring clip 22, said clip 22 comprising a pair of 
curved side wings 23 and 24 which are adapted 
to resiliently embrace the rounded shank 12 of 
the screw driver 10 for detachably holding said 
slidable attachment in any desired adjusted posi 
tion. It will also be obvious that the attach 

7.5. 

80 
- ment may be‘employed upon screw drivers hav 
ing shanks of various diameters. 
To facilitate the manual longitudinal adjust; 

ment of the attachment along the length of the 
shank 12, the spring clip 22 is provided at its 
center with a curled over thumb lug 26 prefer» 
ably formed integral with said clip. ‘ 

Operation 
In operation, when it is desired to drive a 

screw 15 into a screw hole, the head of the I 
screw 15 will ?rst be clamped between the screw 
driver blade 13 and the recessed jaw 17 of the 
screw holding attachment. The head of the‘ 
screw may be readily positioned in the desired 95 
V-shaped groove 21 by sliding the attachment 
longitudinally along the shank 12. The attach 
ment will then be rotated to bring the slot 147 
in the head 15a of the screw into alinement 
with the end of the screw driver blade 13. The 190 
screw may then be readily inserted in a screw ‘ 

Thole located in a position that would be other 
wise dif?cult of access. 

()ne of the advantages of the present inven 
tion is that the jaw 17 will be automatically 105 
disengaged from the screw head 15a when the 
screw 15 has been driven home into the screw 
hole. This is dueto the peculiar wedge-shaped 
end 17a on the jaw 1'7. - 
When it is desired to remove the screw 15 .110 
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2 
from a screw hole, it will ?rst be unscrewed a 
few turns in the usual manner by the blade 13 
of the screw driver until the head 15a has moved 
out of the screw'hole for a short distance. The 
attachment will then-be slipped down the shank 
12 of the screw driver until the jaw 17 can be 
clamped about said head 15a, as shown in Figs. 
1 and 2. > 

In the modi?ed form of screw driver attach 
ment shown in Fig. 5, the construction is iden 
tical with the ?rst form shown in Figs. 1 to 3 in, 
clusive except that the jaw 27 and its integral 
resilient arm 28 are made of uniform thickness 
of metal. The jaw 27 is arcuate in shape and is 
slightly wider than the arm 28. The inside of 
the arcuate jaw 27 is provided as before with a 
plurality of V-shaped grooves 29 for engaging 
the sharp rim of the screw head 15. , _ 

While there have been disclosed in this speci 
?cation two forms in which the invention may 
be embodied, it is to be understood that these 
forms are shown for the purpose of illustration 
only, and that the invention'is not to be limited 
to the speci?c disclosures but may be modi?ed 
and embodied in various other forms without 

1,939,268 
departing from its spirit. In short, the inven 
tion includes all the modi?cations and embodi 
ments coming Within the scope of the following 
claim. 
Having thus fully described the invention, 

what is claimed as new, and for which it is de 
sired to secure Letters Patent, is: 
In a screw holding device, a screw driver hav 

ing- a wedge—shaped blade, a clamping attach 
ment member having sliding resilient engage 
ment with the shank of said screw driver, said 
attachment member having an enlarged jaw pro 
vided with a recessed seat for receiving one side 
of a slotted screw head, the screw driver blade 
being adapted to engage in the slot of said screw, 
said jaw having a plurality of arcuate grooves 
of successively increasing diameters to form seats 
for screw heads of various sizes, said jaw also 
vhaving slits in its extremity providing inwardly 
curving spring ?ngers to resiliently engage the 
shank of the screw, whereby when the screw is 
driven home, the attachment member will be 
automatically disengaged from said screw. 
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