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This invention relates to an advertising and 

display sign, and particularly to anradvert-ising' 
and display sign capable of being moved or oscil-_ 
lated, I .1 ’ . 

The invention is more particularly directedto 
advertising. and display signs to be used in gaso-v 
ine service stations to advertise gas and ;oil ‘or 
other products sold in these stations, , 
The sign of ‘this invention is based ‘upon the 

jpsychologica-l principle that a moving object is 
more adapted to attract andhold attention than 
a stationary object. > We have, therefore-con 
structed our sign .in such a manner that it may be 
moved and, preferably oscillated.v The-motion 
thus produced is of such a character that the ad 
vertisement upon the sign may be easily read or 
apprehended. ' - ' 

In constructing our sign ‘we prefer to elevate 
the sign considerably above the ground so that 
it may be seen at a distance. In doing so, we pre 
fer to use a column or pillar which would har 
monize with. the architectural. features of the 
station or other building in connection with which 
the sign is displayed. ' ., ‘ ' 

avoided the great-cost ‘of pillar construction by so 
constructing the column or pillar that substan-_ 
tially no weight is imposed‘upon it. This is ac 
complished in the preferred embodiment by 
jporting the interior of the column or pillar by an 
independent structure. in this fashion the outer 
pillar can be made of a less rigid construction and 
may, indeed, be merely a .false work. 
The oscillation of the sign is accomplished by a. 

jmechanical motion which will give uniform oscil 
lation in order that themotion will not be jerky, 
but will be smooth and uniform. 
The sign maybe constructed in any fashion 

that may be desired, but we prefer to construct 
Jjit in the form of a hollow, thin cylinder to provide 
room for interior illumination; or if high tension 
gas illuminating signs are employed, such as neon 
lights, the wiring may be positioned within the 
cylinder to provide a smooth and uninterrupted 
exterior. ' 

It is, therefore, an object of our invention to 
construct an attractive, movable sign upon an 
attractive support, preferably a pillar or columnar 

I structure. 
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It is a further object of our invention to provide 
means for moving the sign, preferably an oscilla 
tory movement, whereby said means are hidden 
within the upright structure and to further pro~ 
vide means whereby the sign may oscillate or move 

, at the top of the pillar or column and to provide 

Inconstructing the column or pillar, we'have, 

means for sealing the pillar against moisture, 
rain and dust, while at the same time permitting 
the-‘motion of said sign. Other objects will appear 
to those skilled in the art by a study of the herein 
speci?cation and drawing. ~ I 

The invention will be more readily understood 
by reference to the accompanying drawing or" 
which Fig. 1' is a cross section'through the column 
or pillar showing the mechanism. 2 is a‘ sec 
tion. through the pillar talren at right angles to 
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a section taken at line 3-3 of 
Fig. l. ll is afragmentary detail of a section 
taken alongline ¢l-4 of Fig. l. a 3 
Referring to the drawing: 1 is a pipe nrmly, 

?xed in the concrete base ; 3 is pillarwhose. 
pedestal 4 rests on base 2.‘ The pillar has a cap 
ital 5. A door 6 ‘is provided in the pedestal per» 
mitting access to the interior of the pillar. 
Through the lower part of the pipe 1 is passed 
a pivot pin 7 upon which hang two weights 8 
and 9. -The weights 8 $3 carry cross arms 10' 

Through the cross arms are passed two 
The construction of ° and 9 is 

and ll. 
pins 12 and 13' 
such that they have a pendulum motion around ' 
pin7. Through the top of pipe 1 is passed a 
pin lél which carries pivoted thereon member 15 

carrying arms 16 and 17. hrough s 16 1'7 are passed pins 1". Connecting p is 1.8 and 

pins 12 and 13 are connecting rods 19. Posi~ 
tionecl upon the member 15 is the/cylindrical 

a closed cylinder upon which the adve tise‘nent 
maybe displayed. Connected to member ‘15 is a 
cap in the form of a spherical section 22 com 
posed of ilat plates 23 and curved plates 24 which 
are in the form of an arc struck around point 
14. This cap passes through an opening in the 
capital 5 of the pillar 3. Positioned on the cap 
ital 5 are packing plates 26 and 26’ which ‘seal 
the opening 25 through which the cap 22 passes. 
Motion is imparted by means of a motor 27 po 
sitioned. on a base 28 within the'pillar and oper 
ating the mechanism by way of worm 29 and 
worm gear 30 carried on bracket 31 and oscil 
lating the pendulums 8 and 9 via‘cranl: 32. 
Referring to the above drawing and descrip 

tion, it will be seen that the whole mechanism is 
carried upon the pipe 1 and that the pillar 3 car 
ries only its own weight. This permits of a much 
cheaper cons-t uction. The rods 19 are in ten 
sion only, and this cheapens the construction as 

vwell. The rotation of the motor is transmitted 
through the worm and worm gear and crank 32, 
to the pendulums causing them to move uniform 
ly through sections of the are within the pedestal 

member 20 capped with plates 21, forte" "lg. 
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4. It will be seen that in using the worm and 
worm gear a speed reduction of a desired amount 
may be obtained. Thus if a motor revolving at 
1500 R. P. M. a 100 to 1 worm gear ratio, one 
very easily obtained, will oscillate the weights 8 
and 9 ?fteen complete oscillations per minute. 
This oscillation is imparted by way of rods 19 
to the member 15 around pivot 14 and the sign 
20 will, therefore, oscillate at the top of the pil 
lar through an arc determined by the crank ra 
tio, slowly and uniformly, approximately, if the 
above example is followed, ?fteen times a minute. 
This oscillation is su?ciently slow to permit the 
advertisement on the sign to be apprehended 
and yet it is su?iciently rapid to attract and hold 
attention. The motion is uniform and not at 
all jerky. 

Provision is made at the top of the pillar to 
seal the pillar against dust, moisture and rain. 
This is provided by means of the cap 22 which, 
being arcuate in shape at the ends, permits the 
arcuate ends 24 to pass through the arcuate open 
ings 25. The sides of the cap are, preferably 
flat and this'permits of a sliding seal which will 
prevent the entrance of moisture and rain. To 
insure this seal are packing glands 26 and 26’, 
which are so constructed as to be in wiping rela 
tion with the exterior of cap 22 and its sides 23' 
and 24, which positively seals the pillar. Access 
inay be had through the pillar through cap plate 
26. A switch 33 and other electrical mechanism 
may be provided with the pillar. 

It will be seen that a very cheap construction 
is aiforded by the above invention and that the 
pillar can be made cheaply and in conformity 
with the design and architecture of the structure 
in connection with which it is used and that a 
very simple and inexpensive, attractive and 
striking display sign or advertisement is afforded. 
The above description is not to be taken as lim 

iting but merely illustrative of our invention 
which we claim to be: 

1. In combination, a hollow pillar, a sign dis 
posed at the top of said pillar and adapted to 
oscillate thereupon, a support for said sign, a 
cap plate attached to said sign and passing 
through the top of said pillar to seal said pillar 
and to permit the oscillation of said sign, means 
within the pillar to oscillate said sign. 

2. In combination, a hollow pillar, a sign dis 
posed on and externally of said pillar, and adapt 
ed to oscillate thereupon, means to oscillate said. 
sign disposed within said pillar, connecting 

1,932,441 
means between said sign and said oscillating 
means, a cover plate for sealing said pillar against 
dust and rain, said connecting means passing 
through said cover plate and said cover plate 
being attached to said sign, whereby the cover 
plate seals the pillar throughout the path of 
motion of said connecting means and said sign. 

3. In combination, a hollow pillar, a sign mov 
ably disposed on and externally of said pillar, 
means to move said sign disposed within said 
pillar, connecting means between the sign and 

80 
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‘said means to move said sign, a cover plate for 
sealing said pillar against dust and rain, said 
connecting means passing through the cover 
means, whereby the pillar is sealed throughout 
the path of motion of said connecting means. 

4. In combination, a hollow pillar, a sign dis 
posed on and externally of said pillar and adapt 
ed to oscillate thereupon, means for sealing said 
pillar against dust and rain and adapted to per 
mit oscillation of said sign, means disposed with 
in the pillar for moving said sign, connecting 
means between said last mentioned means and‘ 
said sign, said connecting means passing through 
said sealing means, whereby the oscillating mo 
tion is imparted to the sign and whereby said 
sealing means seals the pillar through the path 
of motion of said connecting means. ' ’ 

5. In combination, a hollow pillar, a sign‘ dis- - 
posed on and externally of said pillar and adapt- 105 
ed to oscillate thereupon, a cover plate for seal 
ing said pillar, said cover plate being attached 
to said sign to oscillate therewith, means dis-‘i 
posed within the pillar to move said sign, con 
necting means between saidsign and said last 110 
mentioned means. , s 

6. In combination, a hollow pillar, a sign dis 
posed movably on and externally of said pillar, 
motor means disposed within the pillar to move ' 
said sign, means for comiecting said sign to 115 
said motor means, a cover for sealing said pil 
lar, said cover being attached to said sign to 
move therewith. 

'7. In combination, a hollow pillar, a sign dis 
posed movably on and externally of said‘pillar, 120 
motor means disposed within the pillar to move 
said sign, means for connecting said sign to said 
motor means, a cover for sealing said pillar, said 
cover being attached to said sign to move there; 
with, said cover sealing the pillar throughout the 125 
path of motion of said sign. 

JOHN C. BLACK. 
GERTRUDE F. MATTHEWS. 
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