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The present invention relates to' improvements 
in switch box construction and has reference 
more particularly to switch boxes that are used 
in interior electric light wiring for enclosing and 
supporting electrical switches ‘and leads thereto; 
and especially in a construction in which a gang 
of boxes are employed, my improved partition 
plates being adapted for association with the 
gang switch ‘boxes. ‘ ‘ 

7 One of the important objects of the present 
invention is to provide a removable partition‘for 
association with a switch box whereby the par 
tition can be inserted into the boxv after the same 
has been positioned in the wallor other part of 
the building. 
A further and important object resides in- the 

provision of a removable partition wherein the 
same is formed with a detachable section in or 
der to accommodate boxes of different sizes and 
shapes. 7 ' - 

A still further object resides in the provision 
of a removable partition for switch boxes where 
in the same is provided with means for positively 
securing the partition in ‘place yet permitting- the 
removal of the partition from the box whenever 
necessary'without diniculty. 
A further object is‘ to provide a removable 

partition for association with sectional or gang 
switch boxes wherebysto permit ‘wires of different 
voltages and live and‘ dead- wir’es‘to' be placed 
in the same box without any danger of the low 
voltage wires coming in contact with high voltage 
wires. ' 

Other objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will become apparent from the following de 
scription when taken in connection with the ac 
companying drawings. 

reference characters indicate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views: 

Figure l is a front elevational view of a sec 
tional or gang switch box showing my improved 
partition arranged therein. I 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken ap 
proximately on the line 2—2 of Figure 1 looking 
in the direction of the arrows. 

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the partition per 
se showing the detachable section attached to the 
main body portion and ‘the bendable ears also 
disposed in a vertical plane with the body por 
tion. ' 

Figure 4’ is a view similar to Figure 1 showing 
a different design of switch box construction with 
my improved partition construction associated 

1 therewith. 

on the line 5—5 of Figure 4 looking in 
Figure 5‘ is a- sectional view taken approximately 

the direc, 
tion- of the‘ arrows; and ‘ I ' I 

’ ‘ Figure 6 is a- view' similar to 'Figure‘B ‘showing 
the detachable section removed from the main 60 
body portion of the partition plate. 

I In the drawings with referencemore particu 
larly to‘v Figures 1' to 3 inclusive,’ the numeral 1 
designates generally a sectional or gang switch. 
box, the same comprising the identical units 2 65 
each of which is of]. substantially rectangular 
shape, thepadjacent units being connected to 
gether in the conventional manner while the rear 
wall of each unit is formed with the “knock—out” 
plugs 3 which close'openings through which wires 70' 
may be- led into the box.v The ‘cover plate that 
is detachably secured-across the open front face 
of the sectional box‘is‘ not disclosed in the draw 
mgs. g ; ‘ 

I~For the purpose-of dividing the sectional box 75 
‘1 into individual switch boxes, I provide my im 
proved partition plate shown generally at 4 in 
Figure '3. The partition plate'is of substantially 
rectangular- con?guration but is formed with a 
weakened line 5_ which line has its central portion 80 
extending parallel with the forward edge of the 
‘plate while'the 'end portions " of the line are dis 
posed’ in an inclined manner. The weakened 
line 5 ‘divides the partition plate. into a main 
body portion 6 and a" detachable :edge portion 85 
denoted by the numeral _7'_and the purpose of this ' 
construction will be presently apparent‘. _ 
Extending from the upper and lower edges of’ 

the body portion 6 adjacent the forward edge 
of the partition plate are the bendable ears 8 and 90 
9 respectively, the upper ear 8 being formed with 

r a threaded opening 10 while the lowerv ear 9 is 

In the accompanying drawings wherein like pressed to form the conical shaped protuberance 
11. These ears are adapted to be disposed lat 
erallywhen the partition plate is assembled with- 95 
in the sectional box 1 but it will be observed 
upon referring to Figure 2 that the upper ear 8 is 
disposed at a slight incline whereas the lower 
ear 9 is disposed horizontally. ' 
The sectional box 1 is of rectangular shape in 100 

cross section, the detachable strip 7 is not removed > 
from the body portion 6 and the entire partition 
plate is inserted vertically between the adjacent 
units 2 and a setscrew 12‘is threaded through the 
threaded opening 10 formed in the upper ear 8 so 
that the pointed end of the set screw will bite. 
against the upper face of the adjacent unit of‘ the 
sectional box 1 and at the same time, the pro 
tuberance 11 will bite into the bottom of the sec-' 

105 

‘tional box as indicated in Figure 2. The outer 110 
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straight edge of the strip '7 will abut against the 
rear wall of the sectional box while the upper and 
lower edges of the strip will also have abutting 
engagement with the top and bottom faces of the 
sectional box as clearly shown in Figure 2. 
When the partition is secured in the sectional 

box in this manner, said box will then be divided 
into independent boxes and as many partitions 
may be employed as is desired. 
Where the sectional box is of a different con 

?guration from that shown in Figure 1 and the 
same is of the shape shown in Figures 4 and 5 of 
the drawings, wherein each unit'includes top and 
bottom walls 12 and 13 and a rear wall 14, the 
top and bottom walls and the rear wall being 
connected by the inclined walls 15; the inclined 
walls being formed with the “knock-out” plugs 
16, the strip '7 is detached from the main body 

’ portion 6 of the partition plate so that saidv par 
20 

[O CH 

35 

60 

65 

70 

tition plate will be of the same general contour 
as the cross sectional design of thesectional box 
1’. Otherwise the partition plate is of the same 
construction and is assembled and secured within 
the sectional box 1’ in the manner as previously 
described with reference to the association of the 
partition with the sectional box 1. 7 
Thus it will be seen that I have provided a par 

tition plate that may be used with sectionalswitch 
boxes of diiferent shapes and depths and by the 
use of my improved partition, the possibility of 
low voltage wires or dead wires ‘coming in contact 
with high voltage wires and causing injury to the 
electrical apparatus will be eliminated. 7 
Furthermore my improved partition can be 

readily and easily assembled in the box after the 
latter has been placed in the wall of a building and 
the securing means for the partition enables the 
same to be readily and easily removed from the 
box whenever necessary’. 
While I have shown the preferred embodiment, 

it is to be understood that minorchanges in the 
size, shape and arrangement of parts may be re 
sorted to without departing from the spirit of the 
invention and the scope of the appended claims. 
What I claim as new is: . 

1. A partition for dividing electrical outlet boxes 
into separate compartments, comprising a sheet 
of metal of a form and size to extend across and 
snugly ?t within the larger of two standard outlet 
boxes of di?erent sizes, said sheet having a knock 
off section joined to the remainder of the sheet by 
a line of weakness so as tov be readily removable 

7 sheet having a relatively small rear knock-off sec 

1,929,844 

from said remainder of the sheet to permit use 
of the latter for dividing the smaller of said 
standard outlet boxes into separate compartments, 
said remainder of the sheet being of a form and 
size‘ to extend across and snugly. ?t within said 
smaller outlet box, and means carried by said re 
mainder of the sheet‘ and engageable with opposite 
walls of either type of outlet box to secure the par 
tition within the latter. , 

2. A partition for dividing electrical outlet boxes 
into separate compartments, comprising a sheet 
of metal of a form and size to extend across and 
snugly ?t within the larger of two standard outlet 
boxes of uniform width but di?erent depths, said 

80 

85 

90 
tion joined to the remaining major forward part 
of the sheet by a line of weakness so as to be 
readily removable from said remaining major for 

, Ward part of the sheet to permit use of the latter. 
for dividing the smaller of said standard outlet 95 
boxes into separate compartments, said remain 
ing major forward part of the, sheet being of a 
form and size to extend across and snugly ?t 
within‘said smaller outlet box, and means car 
ried by said remaining major forward part of the 
sheet at opposite edges thereof and engageable 
with opposite walls of either type of outlet box to 
secure the partition within the latter. 

3. A partition for dividing electrical outlet boxes 
into separate compartments, comprising a sheet 105 
of metal of a form and size to extend across and 
snugly ?t within the larger of two standard out- ' 
let boxes of different sizes, said sheet’ havinga 
knock-off section joined to the remainder of the 
sheet by a line of weakness so as to be readily 110 
removable from said remainder of the sheet to 
permit use of the latter for dividing the smaller 
of said standard outlet boxes into separate com 
partments, said remainder of the sheet being of a 
form and size to extend across and snugly ?t 115 
within said smaller outlet box, and means carried 
by said remainder of the sheet and engageable 
with opposite walls of either type of outlet box to 
secure the partition within the latter, said last 
named means comprising laterally directed lugs 
on the opposite edges of said remainder of the 
sheet, and wall-impinging elements carried by 
said lugs, one of said wall-impinging elements 
being adjustable outwardly and inwardly rela 

100 

120 

..tive to the associated lug to and from wall-im- 125 
pinging position. » V 
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