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i This invention relates to apparatus for play 
ing games which require playing surfaces of dis 
tinctive design. More particularly the inven 
tion provides a game board or table equipped with 

ameans for selectively varying the playing sur 
face thereof whereby a plurality‘ of’different 
,games may be played alternatively on the same 

board. I - ' , '_ . A number of thegames in common use for 

recreation today are closely related. with respect 
to operational characteristics and, necessary 
equipment. This class of games involves the 
movement of markers in a prescribed manner 
upon a playing surface having'a distinctive de 
sign or pattern; and the essential difference in 
the play lies in the design of the playing surface 
and the manner of marker movement thereon. 
Checkers and backgammon are two familiar ex 
amples of the class of games to which gtherpres 
ent invention pertains. , ‘ 

It has been customary heretofore to provide 
a separate board ‘or table for each individual 
game of this typei When it is desired to have 
available facilitiesfor playing anyone of anum~ 
ber of such games, acorresponding number of 
boards or tables are required. This involves con-r . 
siderable inconvenience and expense,1‘,Which it [is 
an object of the present invention to eliminate by 
providing a game board or table having a selec 
tively variable playing’ surface. I, a - i . 

According to‘ the present invention a“ game 
board or table top is constructed with a rectan 
gularly shaped central opening adapted to re 
ceive a vertically movable board disposed there; 
beneath. A selected game design; carried on a 
playing surface of ?exible material isplaced upon 
said board in register with said opening. An 
upward movement of’ the said movable board 

opening in the table top and to provide ?rm sup 
port for the same during the play of the select 
ed game. Each game design maybe on a sep 
arate piece‘of ?exible material, the selected game ‘ 
designbeing placed manually upon the board, or, 
in the preferred embodiment of my invention, an 
extended playing surface of ?exible material car 
rying a plurality of different game designs in‘ suc 
cess‘ion thereon may be arranged to pass over the. 
said movable board.” In the latter case, means 
‘are provided for moving the extended playing 
surface across the opening tobring the selected 
game design into register therewith. .In either 

serves to press the playingsurface against the‘ 

(Cl. 273—136) 

in the play of a plurality‘ of di?erentgames re 
quiring playing surfaces of distinctive design. 
As will appear, more fully hereinafter, it is im 

material inthe exercise of the present inven 
tion whether the apparatus takes the form of 93 
a board or a table, the essential elements being 
the same in either embodiment. It is contem 
plated that thepreferred commercial embodi 
ment will be the table form having folding legs 
similar'to the ordinary card table, and the ,draw- 65 
vings forming a part of this speci?cation accord- 1 
ingly illustrate the invention in this form. It is 
to be clearly understood, however, that the, in 
vention is not intended to be limited in this re 
spect. '70 
In the accompanying drawings, in which like 

reference characters denote like parts: 
, Figure I is a plan viewvof a game table con 
structed according to the invention, with the 
operating mechanism on] the under side of the '17“ 
table indicated in‘ dotted lines; , 
Figure II is an end view 'of the table shown 

in Figure I; ' 
. Figure III is a longitudinal section along the 

line .3-3 in Figure I; ‘ 5° 
Figure IV is a longitudinal section along the 

line 4—,4in Figure I, showing the board 26 moved 
upwardly into playing position; 

Figure V is a section along the line 4—4 in 
.Figure I, showing the board 26 moved down to 
permit lateral movement of the playing surface; 

Figure V1 is a transverse section along the line 
6-6 in Figure I, showing invdetail the construc 
tion and assembly of'one of the playing surface 
rollers; . _ , _ ' . 

Figure VII‘ is a transverse section along the line 
7-7 in Figure I, showing in‘ detail the mounting ' 
of the shaft 32; and.‘ i ‘ * 7 , V 

’ FigureNIII is an enlarged detailnview of the 
eccentric mounting of the shaft. Y 

Referring now to the drawings,; 10 is a table 
tophaving an opening 12 centrally spaced there 
in. ‘ Longitudinal braces 14 located adjacent the 
sides of the opening 12 are seciired to the under 
side of the table top'lO and carry brackets 16 
adapted to receive the ends of vrollers 18 and 20 
transversely‘disposedbeneath the table top ad 
jacent the respective ends‘ of the opening 12 
therein. ‘ The rollers are rotatable in the brackets 
16 and are provided with knobs 22 ‘at the ends 
thereof to facilitate turningthe same. 
' 'An extended, playing surface 24 of ?exible 
material, having designs for a plurality of: dif 
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case, it will be seen that by my'invention one ferent games in successive arrangement thereon, 11' 
game board or table maybe used alternatively is carried by-the rollers 18 and 20. ¢Qneend of 
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said playing surface is permanently attached to 
one of said rollers; while the other end of said 
playing surface may be either'permanently or 
removably attached to the other of said rollers, 
as described hereinafter. The playing surface, 
unwinding from one of the rollers, passes beneath 
the table top 10 across the opening 12, and 
winds'upon the other roller so that a portion of 
the said surface is always visible from above 
through the'opening 12. In the view of‘the ap 
paratus shown in Figure I, the playing surface 
is in a mid-way position showing parts of two 
game designs, neither of which is in register‘ 
with the opening. During actual use, of course, 
the playing surface should be in. such position 
that the desired game design is in register with» 
the opening. ‘ . ' . r . 

A vertically movable board 26 is located be 
neath the opening 12in the tabletop 10, and 
beneath the playing surface 24 extending across 
said opening. Theboard 26 is adapted’ to enter 
and‘ substantiallyclose the opening 12 with the 
section‘of the playing surface in register. there 
with and provides ?rm support for the same‘dur 
ing'the play of aselected game. 'In'the'embodi 
ment illustrated Vin'the accompanying drawings, 
the edges of th'e'table top 10 adjacent the open 
.ing 12 therein and theredges of ‘the board 26 ‘are 
oppositely chamfered to facilitate movement of 
ithevboard into and ‘out of said opening and to, 
prevent movement of theplaying surface 24 dur 

“ing’ play'by gripping the playing surface between 
, said chamfers, .asshow‘n in Figures IV and VII. 

The board 26 is‘provided with spaced longitudi 
nal braces. 28 secured to thetunder side thereof 
‘and carrying brackets 30. intermediate the ends 
thereof. The brackets 30 arepadapted to receive 

' .a shaft 32 rotatable therein'and arranged to sup~ 
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port and move said board. The shaft 32 is ec 
centric'ally mounted in cylindrical bearings 34, 
?xedly attached to' said shaft adjacent the re 
spective ends thereof. ‘Brackets 36, secured to the 
brace rods 14 of the table top 10 and vvaligned with 
the'brackets 30 depending from the board. 26, 
have circular openings ‘therein ‘to receive and 
‘providebearing surfaces for the bearings 34 of 
the shaft 32. The said'shaft thus is supported 
by, and turns in the brackets '30; ' and in turn 
,suPDOrts the board, 26 and occasions 'vertical 
.movement thereofin eitherLdirection by reason 
of, the eccentric’ mounting of" the vsaid shaft. 
,Handles38'to facilitate turning the shaft 32 may 
beformed by bending the ends thereof through 
ninety degrees. 7 ' 

The table toplO may conveniently be provided 
with supporting, members of "conventional type, as 
for example'folding legs ‘40 in the manrier'of the 
familiar folding card table. 'Refe‘rring particu- ‘ 
larly ‘to Figure I’in'the' drawings, it will be noted 
that the; opening 12 in the table top '_10 as well 
.as the operating mechanismv of the apparatus is 
spaced’ in ,from the outer edges of the" said ,top 
fora sufficient-distance to avoid discomfort to 
playersv seated at the table by contact therewith. 

T When it is ‘desired: to use the apparatus, the 
~board~26 is lowered byturning theshaft 32 until 
the'eccentric mounting acts to cause a downward 
~movernent thereofxyThe rollers 18 and 20 are 
then turned to move the playing surface 24.across 
the opening 12 in: the table top 10;" When a 
desired game design has been broughtlinto'reg- v 

'is't'er with the opening '12, the lateral movement 
175 1 oflthe playing surface is stopped; The shaft 32 

“then 7 turned, 6 ‘ until the' eccentric mounting 

‘wound completely upon the other roller. 

the table. 

1,928,790 
thereof elevates the board to a position within 
the opening 12 as demonstrated in Figure IV of 
the accompanying‘ drawings. In this position, 
the playingv surface 24 is gripped between the 
edges of the board 26 and the edges of the table 
top 10 adjacent the opening 12 and is thus held 
from further lateral movement. The beveled 
contact between the board and the table top 
assists the eccentric mounting of the shaft 32 in 
holding the former rigid and level; and the board 
26 therefore provides'?rm support for the sec 
tion of the playing surface 24 utilized for the 
:play of the selected game. 

‘ ,;My- apparatus may also readily be adapted to 
the‘ play of card games and for like purposes. 
This maybe accomplished by having an end of 
the ‘extended playing surface 24 removably at 
tached to one roller, as described above. The 
‘extended playing surface 24 is disconnected from 
the roller to’ which it is removably attached and 

The 
board 26 is then moved upwardly into‘ the open 
‘ingf'12, making. it flush with the top of the table, 
and the apparatus is ready for use as a card table,“ 
tea table, or the >like,'as desired. 'It will be de-/ 
sirable for this use of the table to have the up 
per surface of the board 26 ?nished to harmonize 
with that of the table top 10. An alternative way 
of accomplishing this result is to provide a blank 
space on the extended playing surface 24, which,’ 
preferably, matches the surrounding surface of 

It will then not be necessary to have 
the playing surface 24 removably attached to one 
of the rollers. ’When it is desired to use the ap 

space referred to may simply be moved into reg 
ister with the opening 12 and the board raised as 
described, thus providing a substantially uniform 
playing surface. ‘ ' 

The speci?c description so far given relates’ 
chie?y to the embodiment of my invention in 
:which an extended playing surface is employed. 
Where it is desired to have each game design on 
a separatepiece of ?exible material, the appara 
tus remains the same except ‘that the rollers 18:’ 
‘and 20 and vtheir supports and knobs may be 
eliminated;‘ To use this modi?cation of my in 
"vention the movable board 26 is lowered as de 
"scribed above, the selected game design manually 
placed-upon the board in register with the open 
ing, and the board raised into'position, closing 
the opening '12. The piece of ?exible material 
on which the’ game design is carried is made 
slightly‘larger than the opening 12, and will thus 
be clamped between the chamfered edges of the 
‘opening’ 12 and the board 26, as shown in the 
,drawings. ' ' 

If desired, a drawer or drawers may be ar 
ranged beneath the table top 10, thereby provid 
ing space inwhich to store game counters for 

> the various games to be played, and, in the modi 
'?cation of my invention employing separate play 
ing surfaces, the playing surfaces not in use. 

' - I claim: 

1. Apparatus for games requiring playing sur 
faces of distinctive design, which comprises a 
table top having an opening therein, a vertical 
ly movable. board disposed'beneathv said opening, 
said board being adapted to enter and substan 
tially close said opening, means for moving said 
board vertically in either direction, and a play 
ing surface of flexible material adapted to' be 
gripped between the edges of said opening and 
said board when said board is raised. 

2; Apparatus-for games requiring playing ‘sur 
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vfaces of distinctive design, which comprises a 
table top having av substantially rectangular 
opening centrally spaced therein, a vertically 
movable board disposed beneath said opening, 
said board being adapted to enter and substan 
tially close said opening, means for moving said 
board vertically in either direction, and a play- 
ing surface of ?exible material carrying a game 
design thereon and adapted to be gripped be- ' 
tween the edges of said opening and said board 
when said board is raised, with its game design 
in register with said opening. . ' 

3. Apparatus for games requiring playing sur 
faces of distinctive design, which comprises a 
table top having a substantially rectangular 
chamfered opening centrally spaced therein, a 
vertically movable chamfered board disposed be 
neath said opening, said boardv being adapted to 
enter and substantially close said opening, means 
for moving said board vertically in either direc 
tion, and a playing surface of ?exible material 
carrying a game design thereon and adapted to 
be gripped between the chamfered edges of said 
opening and said board when said board is raised, 
with its game design in register with said open 
ing. , , 

4. Apparatus for games requiring playing sur 
faces of distinctive design, which comprises a 
table . top having a substantially rectangular 
chamfered opening centrally spaced therein, a 
vertically movable chamfered board disposed be 
neath said opening, said board being‘ adapted to 
enter and substantially close said opening, means 
for moving said board vertically in either direc 
tion, said means comprising an eccentrically 
mounted shaft rotatably secured to the under side 
of said table top and to the under side of said 
board, and a playing surface of ?exible material 
carrying a game. design thereon and adapted to 
be gripped between the chamfered edges of said 
opening and said board when said board is raised, 
with its game design in register with said open 
ing. ‘ 

'5. Apparatus for games requiring playing sur 
faces of distinctive design, which comprises a 
table top having an opening centrally spaced 
therein, an extended playing surface of ?exible 
material having designs for a plurality of dif 
ferent games in successive arrangement thereon,-_ 
means for moving said playing surface beneath 
said top across said opening to bring selected 
game designs alternatively into register there 
with, a vertically movable board disposed beneath 
said opening and beneath said playing surface, 
and means for moving said board vertically in 
either direction. 

6. Apparatus for games requiring playing sur 
faces of distinctive design, which comprises a 
table top having an opening centrally spaced 
therein, an extended playing surface of ?exible 
material having designs for a plurality of differ 
ent games in successive arrangement thereon, 
means for moving said playing surface beneath 

3 
said top across said opening to bring selected 
game designs alternatively into register there 
with, a vertically movable board disposed beneath 
said’ opening and beneath said playing surface, 
said board having‘ substantially the same shape 
and peripheral dimension as said opening, and 
means for moving said board vertically in either 
direction. ' , 

'7'. Apparatus for games requiring playing 
surfaces of distinctive design, which comprises 
a table top having a chamfered opening cen 
trally spaced therein, an extended playing sur 
face of ?exible material having designs for a 
plurality of different games in successive arrange 
ment thereon, means for supporting said play- 
ing surface on the under side of said table top, 
means for moving said playing surface beneath 
said top'across said opening to bring selected 
game designs alternatively into register there 
with, a vertically movable chamfered board dis 
posed beneath said opening and beneath said 
playing surface, said board being adapted to 
enter ‘andsubstantially close said opening, and 
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means for moving said board vertically in either ‘ 

direction. , 
.8. An apparatus for games requiring playing 

surfaces of‘ distinctive design, which comprises 
a table top having a substantially rectangular 
chamfered opening centrally spaced therein, an 
extended playing surface of ?exible material 
having designs for a plurality of different games 
in successive arrangement thereon, rollers r0 
tatably ‘secured to the under side of said table 
top adjacent the two ends of said opening, the 
ends of said playing surface being attached re 
spectively each to one of said rollers, a verti 
cally movable chamfered board disposed beneath 
said opening and beneath said playing surface, 
said board being adapted to enter and substan 
tially close said opening, and an eccentrically 
mounted shaft rotatably secured to the under 
side of said table top and to the under side of 
said board. 

9. Apparatus for games requiring playing 
surfaces of distinctive design, which comprises 
a table top having a substantially rectangular 
chamfered opening centrally spaced therein, an 
extended playing surface of ?exible material hav 
ing designs for a plurality of different games in 
successive arrangement thereon, rollers rotatably 
secured to the under side of said table top adja 
cent the two ends of said opening, one end of 
said playing surface being permanently attached 
to one of said rollers and the other end of. said 
playing surface being removably attached to the 
other of said rollers, a vertically movable cham 
fered board disposed beneath said opening and, 
beneath said playing surface, said board being 
adapted to enter and substantially close said 
opening, and an eccentrically mounted shaft 
rotatably secured to the under side of said table 
top and to the under side of said board. , " 
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