
Sept. 12, 1933. w_ M_ FlNDLEY 1,926,518 
PESSARY CONSTRUCTION 

Original Filed Nov. 16, 1928 

1/14 

62” 
ATTORNEY, 

‘ 1* - 1 VENTO 1511 [Z 'Nd,&yfi 



Patented Sept. 12, 1933 

ummsmrs 

I 1,926,518 , 

"PATEN'r-oFrics ~ 
I 1,926,518‘ 

PESSARY CONSTRUCTION 

‘ William M. Findley‘, New York, N. YL, assignor to I ‘ 
1'- Daue Surgical Appliance Corp, 
' ai‘corporation of New Jersey 

Roselle, N.‘ .L, 

Application November, 16, 1928, Serial No. 319,813“ 
Renewed July 25, 1932 

3 Claims.’ (01, ‘128-1127; 
The object of this invention is to provide an 

improveddevice knownin the medical profession 
asapessary. ‘ ..1 , . ‘ ' I 

7 These devices are used by gynecologists and ob 
5 stetricians in the vagina to prevent or‘correct a 
downward or backward displacement of‘ the 
uterus and, in some cases, tosupport the anterior 
and posterior walls of the vagina. 1 ' r 

The device must be of the proper shape and size 
10 to ?t the individual case andit is essential that 

it be rigid in a longitudinal directionyas the lower 
end rests upon ‘the rarni of the pubic bone and the 
muscles of the pelvic floor and the upper end holds 
the uterus in ‘position by pressure against the 
posteriorfornix of, the upper end of the vagina. 

It is also important that the device be smooth 
to obviate irritation or injury to the mucous mem-. 
branes and it must be light in weight to avoid ex 
cessive downward pressure, which is not only un- I 

N O comfortable but tends to cause displacementof 
the device. The material used in its construction 
must allow of shaping to ?t the individual case, it 
must have sufficient strength orrigidity to with- -. 
stand the strain of prolonged pressure without 
sagging or breaking and it must be non-corrosive 
because of its constant‘ exposure to secretions and 

» antiseptics used in douching. ‘ 
The object‘of the present invention is the pro 

vision of a practical device having the above noted 
requirements and which, by reason of its novel 
construction, may bereadily inserted through the 
introitus or entrance to the vagina without caus 
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ing pain orinjury and which, when inserted, will a‘: 
have the required size, shape and rigidity to per 

35 form its required function, and which may be 
readily removed, ‘as is required at least once a 
month. ' ' 

In designing a device to meet the requirements ~ 
and objects‘of a device of .p the class described, I 
have provided a pair of rigid side members joined 
by resilient portions normally holding the side 
members in extended position to provide a rigid 

‘ support in a longitudinal direction while permit 
ting the side members‘ to be manipulated by the 
operator and folded together in a direction trans 
verse to the longitudinal axis of the device and 
adapted to restore the side members to their nor 
mal positions when released. ' 7 

One form‘ of such device, with several modi?ca 
tions of the means for securing the resilient mem 
bers to the rigid side members, is shown in the 
accompanying drawing asillustrative of‘the in— 
vention and the various features of the invention 
heretofore set out generally, as well as other fea 
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‘tures .of thevsame, will be apparent from the 
description of the-jdevice as illustrated.‘ _ 
In the drawing, like parts in theseveral views , 

‘have been given the same reference -numeral: 
Fig. l is'a perspective view of aldevice illus- 60H 

trating the invention. The normal or operative ‘ 
position is shown in full ‘lines while' its ‘folded ‘ 
position,‘ ready ‘for insertion, through the "introi 
tus, or removal therethrough, is shown in‘ dotted I 
lines. Fig.“ 2 is ‘an enlarged sectional viewoof‘a 65 
part of the device as ~shown in‘ Fig. 1'. ‘Fig.3 is a; 
‘view’ similar to Fig. 2, showing a modi?cation. 
Fig, 4 shows a modi?cation of the securing‘means 
for attaching the side members and the resilient 
members together and ' Fig. 5 shows another 70' 
modi?cation of ‘the same. ' r‘ . ' - ‘ ,f ~11 

‘ The rigid side members are shown-atl and 2 
in Fig. 1 and in dotted position,'folded together,‘ 
at ‘l”'and'2’, respectively. .‘These ‘members vmay ' 
be of hard rubber moulded to meet the required ‘75 ' 
'shape, size," ‘etc. 7The inner endsi'of these side 
members are bent“ inwardly toward each other. ‘ 
A resilient member 3,rwhich‘ may be round,:?at 

for other ‘shape‘which may be desired and suit 
able, is. secured at its ends to the inwardly, ex- 80 
tending ends ‘of the ‘side members 1 and‘2', respec— 

‘ tively, a similarresilient member being secured 
to the opposed opposite ends of the side members. 
This'resilient member may be secured by mould 
ing’the ends thereof in the ‘opposed ends of the 85” l 

' side‘ members, in the manner'indicated in‘ Figs. 2 
and 3, or a ferrule, such as shown‘at '8 in Fig.‘ ll 
or ‘12 inFigl 5,1nay serveias the means of attach 
ment between the ends of the resilient member 7 r 
of 'Fig. 4 or‘13 of Fig.5 and the opposed ends ‘of ‘90 
the side members 1v and 2. - ' ‘ ; " 

As it is important, as previously pointed out, in 
devices of this'class thatgthe outer surfaces be 
smooth and continuous and free from sharpv 
edges, a yielding covering 4, as shown in Figs.‘ 1f-95 
‘and 2, is positioned between the opposed ends of 
the side members 1 and 2 and enclosing the ex 
posed or intermediate portion of the resilient 
member 3. ‘This covering is also resilient and I 
may be of soft rubber or other suitable material 100 
to meet the requirements.> As shown in Figs. 1 
and 2, this covering is slightly compressed be 
tween the ends of the side members so that when 
the same are folded the same will expand and , 
prevent any opening of the partsat the juncture ‘105 
of the same but will preserve the smooth and 
continuous outer surface of the device. ‘ 
In the form shown in Fig. 3, this covering 5 is 

formed to‘ enclose the ends of the side members. 
as indicated at 6, ,as‘well as'the resilient member 110, . 
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both the ferrule 8 and the ends of the side mem 
bers 1 and 2, as indicated at 10, and in Fig. 5, 
the covering 14 encloses the ferrule 12, mounted 
on the reduced portion '11 of the side members 1 
and 2rand the ends thereof, as indicated at 15', ' 
and also the resilient member 13. 
These different forms of covering may all be 

soft rubber.‘ ' , ' , 

When the device isito be inserted throughithe 
introitus or entrance to the vagina, the side 
members 1 and 2 are manipulated and folded 
together into approximately the position indi 
cated in dotted lines, 1' and 22in Fig, 1, and are 
held‘ in this‘ position by the doctor while being 
inserted and. positioned, when the same are re? 
leased and the side members are restored to'their ' 
normal relative positions, indicated by full lines 
in Fig. ‘1, by reason of the action of the resilient 
members at each’end thereof. The device is then - 

' positioned, by the-doctor with‘ its lower end sup 
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ported on the rami of the pubic bone and muscles 
of the pelvic'?oor and its‘uppe'r end holding the 
uterus in position by the upward pressure against , 
the posterior fornix. of the. upper end of the 
vagina. On account of , the ‘construction deé 
scribed, the device furnishes the necessary sup-v 
port on account of its rigidity in a longitudinal 
‘direction, from its lower, to its upper end, while 
permitting the side members tozbe manipulated 
or folded together in a transverse direction, as 

, shown and described, and; on account of the rel 
atively small cross-sectional dimensions r when 
folded, it may be readily inserted and positioned , 
without pain or injury being inflicted upon the 
patient and, when inserted and positioned with 
the side members restored ‘automatically to their 

' normal'positions, the devicehas the necessary 
‘extent vor transverse dimensions to perform its 
intended functions. Y i 

The removal of the device is accomplished by - 
reversing‘the operation just described. That is, 
‘the doctor closes the side members together and, 
holding the same inclosedposition; can readily 
remove the device through the ,introitus without 

injury tojthe patient or causing pain.; It will be apparent that these results could not 

i be accomplishedif-the device were of the re 
quired dimensionsto performits functions and 
entirely of rigidconstruction. , , V , 

‘What I claim as new and desire to secure by 
1 Letters Patent is z? , 

' lrA device ofwthe class described, comprising.“ 
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'7. In Fig. 4, the covering 9 is formed to enclose ' rigid side members joined by resilient members 

connected to and holding the'ends of said rigid 
side members in spaced relationto each other 
and having a resilient coveringv compressed be 
tween theopposed ends ‘of said side members, the 
outer surfaces of the side members and "resilient 
portions being smooth and continuous and with 
out sharp angular joints, the said resilient por 

" tions normally holding said side members in ex~ 
tended position to provide av rigid support in a 
longitudinal direction while permitting said side 
‘members to be manipulated and folded together 
in a direction transverse to the longitudinal axis 
of the device and adapted to restore the said 
members to their normal positions when released. 

_2. A device of the class described, comprising 
rigid side members joined by ‘resilient portions, 
and a resilient yielding covering compressed be 
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tween the opposed ends of said rigid side mem-' ' 
bers and enclosing each of said resilient portions 
providing a smooth and continuous outer surface 
withjthe ends‘ of said sidev members, said ‘side 
members and resilient portions being of uniform 
cross-section and size throughout the entire__ 
length of the device, said side members ‘being 
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normally held by said resilient portions in ex- ' 
tended position to provide a rigid support in a 
longitudinal direction while permitting‘said side 
‘members to be manipulated and folded together 
"in a'direction transverse to the longitudinal axis 
of the device and adapted to restore the said 
members to their normal relativepositions when 
released." ' ' ' 

3. A‘device of the class described, comprising. 
a pair‘of rigid side members,’ resilient members: 
extendinginto the ends of saicl'side members 
joining the same together'in spaced relation to 
‘each other, a covering of resilient yielding'mate 
Trial enclosing each of said resilient members and, 
slightly compressed between the opposed and " 
joined ends of‘ said side members and presenting 
a smooth and continuous outer surface therewith, 
said resilient members normally holding said side 
members in extended position to provide a rigid» 
‘support in‘ a longitudinal direction while permit 
ting the side rnembersfto be manipulated and 
folded together in a direction transverse to the 
longitudinal axis of the device and adapted to 
restore the said members to'their normal relative 
positions when released. - ' ~ 
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