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able strips or flaps to strengthen and stiffen the This improvement relates to an improved fold 
ing or collapsible paper box or container for 
berries, vegetables, fruits or other produce which 
may be suitably displayed and sold “in containers 
of this character. , 

Various attempts have been made to utilize 
paper boxes forberries, vegetables and the like, 
but such boxes are usually sold and distributed 
as flat knock down blanks which'require to be 
folded and fastened together before they can be 
used, taking time and requiring skill on the part 
of the user. 
The present improvement is particularly novel’ 

in that it provides an assembled collapsible paper 
box, the side walls of which are already secured‘ 
together, and all the user needs to do in setting 
up the box is to open the side walls and fold 
down the bottom and the box is then ready’ for 
filling. The collapsed box is readily packed for 
shipment and requiresno special skillto set up. 
The main object, therefore,‘ is to provide a col 

lapsible paper box for berries or the like, formed 
from a single punched blank delineated With score 
lines for the rectangular side Walls and a reverse 
folded bottom strip for supporting an integral 
bottom, the side walls being in a continuous 
strip and preferably secured together at one 
corner by a single line of stitching or other suit 
able means. ' 

The reverse folded bottom supporting- side wall 
portions are formed from a continuous narrow 
strip separated from the side walls-by acontin 
uous score line, but since its free ends are liable 
to ?are away from the adjacent side walls, a 
further object in the present improvement is to 
provide a tongue piece extending from one end of 
the bottom supporting stripadapted to be secured . 
with the other end of the strip by one of the side 
wall staples or stitches to thereby hold'the ends 
of the bottom strip in proper relation to the asso 
ciated side walls. _ ' ‘ ; 

When the paper box or cardboard blank is 
folded to bring the bottom supporting v‘strip 
against the side wallswhich require folding at 
the corners of the box, the material is likely to 
split or. crack at the corners, because of the double 
thickness, therefore, a‘further object is’ to pro— 
vide for punching out or removing material at 
the corner, so as ‘to prevent cracking or breaking “ 
thereof when thebox is foldedor set up. 
In order to facilitate folding and collapsing . 

the box and to keep down the cost of production, 
~ relatively thin strong board is preferably used and 
in order to strengthen the bottointo supportthe 
contents of the box, it is desirable to provide suite »;-: 

bottom. These flaps or . strips are preferably 
formed as tongues or ?aps on the sides of the 
bottom section and are‘ adapted to slide in be 
tween the bottom supporting strip and the side 
walls of the box. In this way they cooperate with 
the bottom supporting strip to support the bot 
tom of thebox and add rigidity to the box struc 
ture when the box is set up. ' 
The preferred form of the collapsible paper box 

is more particularly shown in the accompanying 
drawing, in which Fig. 1 represents the blank 
from which the collapsible box is formed; Fig. 2 
is a smaller View of the completed box in col 
lapsed form; Fig. 3 is a top. plan View of the box 
set up; Fig. 4 is a vertical cross section on the 
line 4.-—ll of Fig. 3; Fig. 5 is a vertical cross section 
on the line 5——5 of Fig. 3; vFig. 6 is a detail of one 
corner of the assembled box, as seen from the 
bottom; Fig. '7 isa fragmentary detail of a slight 
modi?cation; and Fig. 8 is a modi?ed form with a 
cover section. ‘ . I 

‘ Referring to the‘drawing;it will be seen that 
the collapsible folding paper box ,is. formed by 
punching and scoring a single paper or cardboard - 
blank, substantially as shown in Fig. v1, where the 

. side walls A of the box are shown as punched out 
in av continuous strip with an end flap B_, the blank 
being formed with a continuous narrow strip C 
along one edge, which when reverse folded, is 
adapted to form a support along the side walls for 
the bottom of the'box. The wall portions of the 
bottom supporting strip C and the side walls A 
are separated or’ de?ned on» the blank by trans 
verse score lines D,. and by a longitudinal score 
line E, the latter being between the side walls and 
the bottom supporting strip C. - - - 

’ Continuous with the bottom supporting strip 0 
and located betweenv two of the score lines D, D, 
outlining one of the side walls of the box and the 
corresponding wall portion of the bottom sup 
porting strip, a bottom section F is punched out 
integral. with the rest of the blank and separated‘ 
from the bottom, supporting strip by a score line 
G arranged to permit the bottom section to be 
folded down betweenv the side walls, when the box 
is set up, and thereafter supported by the bottom 
supporting strip C. 1 . ' 

In order to stiifen the bottom‘ section vF and 
prevent collapse thereof when loaded with the 
fruit, berries or other contents when the box is 
?lled, integral tongues or ?aps H and K extend 
from the edges-of and are foldable down at right 
angles to thebottom section F along fold lines 
‘L and M. ' 
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by dotted lines in Fig. 5. 

2 
As will be seen more particularly in Figs. 2 and 

5, the free ends of the side walls A of the box 
are secured together by a single line of stitches or 
staples N passing through the flap B and one side 
wall, the walls being stitched together after the 
strip C is reverse folded inward along the walls 
of the box. The flap B is preferably folded under 
the end wall A as shown in Fig. 3, the staples 
passing through the side wall and- the ?ap B,,as 
indicated. 

It will be seen that preferably the lower staple 
N also passes through the one end of the stripiC 
and through a tongue piece 0 projecting from the 
other end of the strip C, as indicated in Fig. 5 of 
the drawings. The tongue piece 0, prevents the 
end of strip C from ?aring away fromthe wall 
too far. From the drawings, it will be seen that 
the outer tongue piece or stiffening strip K on 
the bottom section F is cut away at its outer edge 
to clear the lower stitch or staple N, as indicated 

When the bottom supporting strip C is reverse 
folded or folded inward to lie along the inside of 
the respective side walls A of the box, it is obvious 
that when folding the blank at the fold lines D, 
the lower outer corners of the box will tend to 
break because of the excessive strain on the outer’ 
layer of material, and to avoid this, some of the 
material is removed, preferably at the points of 
intersection of the fold lines D and E, by punch 
ing holes P, as indicated in Fig. 1. With the ma 
terial removed from the corners, the latter can be 
readily folded, as indicated in Figs. 4, 5 and 8 
without splitting the corner of the box. 
For storing and shipping, the improved box is 

collapsed, substantially as shown in Fig. 2, and to 
set up the box, it is only necessary to open the side 
walls and push'down the bottom section F to the 
position shown in Fig. 3, or as more clearly shown 
in the sectional views in Figs. 4 and 5. 
When the bottom section is resting on the bot 

tom supporting strip, as in full lines in Figs. 4 and 
5, the side ?aps I—I,'for stiffening the bottom of the 
box, lie between the side walls A and the adjacent 
portions of the bottom supporting strip C, as will 
be seen in Fig. 5. The front flap K as the bottom 
is pushed home will slide down andbe positioned 
between the bottom supporting strip and the cor 
responding side wall A, which, in the present in 
stance, is associated with the wall flap B, as 
will be seen in Fig. 4.-. It also will be seen from 
Fig. 4 that, since the bottom section is hinged to 
the bottom supporting strip C, the latter will serve 
not only to support the bottom, but to stiffen that 
edge of it. 

‘As an important feature of the improvement, 
it will be seen that by making the bottom sup 

’' porting strip C continuous, the respective wall 
portions of the bottom supporting strip C are 
closely held against the inside walls of the box 
at all the corners because the different portions 

‘ of the strip are united, except where the free 
ends of the strip meet, and here this is effected 
by means of the tongue piece 0, as previously 
indicated, and shown in Fig. 5, that is, the ends 
of the bottom supporting strip are held'in proper 
relation to the side wall to receive ‘and properly 

N support the bottom section. 
For boxes of larger size or when the sidewalls 

are of ‘greater length than the end walls of the 
7 box, it may be desirable to prevent the center 
of the respective wall portions of the bottom 
supporting strip C from bulging out excessively, 
and for this purpose, a staple or stitch Q may be 
placed in position to hold the strip C against 
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the walls substantially as indicated in Fig. '7 of 
the drawings. When this is done, the side stiifen~ 
ing strip H of the bottom section F is cut away, as 
indicated at R in Fig. 7. 
For berries some vegetables, it is sometimes 

desirable to thoroughly ventilate the box and this 
may be done in any preferred manner; for in 
stance the bottom may be perforated as at S and 
holes punched in the side walls at T, as illustrated 
in Fig. *l. > . ' ‘ 

Restaurants, delicatessen stores and other 
places frequently have occasion to send out 
cooked food, containers, such as paper cups or 
dishes, which usually are provided with converg 
ing walls, orlilze the frustuin of a cone, as indi 
cated by dotted lines U in Fig. 8. For protecting 
such containers, it is preferable to send them out 
in boxes, and for this purpose, it is proposed to 
cut a circular hole V in the bottom F’ of a smaller 
and flatter collapsible box, of the type just de 
scribed, the hole V being of such diameter as to 
support the paper container in about the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 8. 
With either form of box, it is sometimes de 

sirable to providea lid or cover for the contents 1 
and for this purpose, one of the side walls is 
preferably extended to form a lid section W sub 
stantially the same as the bottom section. This 
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lid section is preferably provided with stiffening ' 
flaps or strips W’ similar to the ?aps or strips l-l‘lT 
and K on the bottom section F. 
From the above, the operation of assembling 

and setting up the improved box will be readily 
understood. As manufactured andpacked for 
delivery or shipment, the box is in the flat or 
knocked-down condition indicated in Fig. 2, and 
to set up the box for use the side walls A are 
opened and the bottom section F thrust down into 
the position shown in Figs. 3, 4, 5 and 8, with the 
side stiffening flaps H and K located between 
the side walls and the bottom supporting strips C, 
in which position the side walls of the box are 
rigidly held in position and the bottom is stiffened 
and supported on all sides. When a cover is 
provided, as shown in Fig. 8, it is adapted to be 
folded down over the contents of the box sub 
stantially in the same manner as the bottom sec 
tion is folded down. > 
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While the preferred form of box has been de- , 
scribed and the preferred construction shown, it »- -' 
will be understood that various modifications in 
the speci?c details of construction and arrange 
ment may be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A collapsible paper box of the character de 

scribed, comprising four side walls integral in a 
continuous strip, a continuous upturned strip 
extending around the lower part of the walls for 
supporting the bottom of the box, said bottom 
being integral with and extending from the edge 
of said strip along one wall, a ?ap extending from 
one wall at a corner of the box and overlapped 
by the adjacent wall, a tongue piece separated 
from said flap and'formed as an extension of the 

14%) 

upturned strip and lying between said ?ap and’ 
the end of the upturned strip of the adjacent wall, 
said tongue piece being cut away at its upper 

. edge to provide a clear space between the upper 1 
part of said bottom supporting strip and said ' 
flap,‘v said bottom having down-turned ?anges 
entering between .the walls and the associated 
sections of the upturned strip, one of said bot 
tom flanges being cut away to-enter the space 
above the cut-away portion of said tongue piece, 
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and staples securing said flap and the adjacent 
wall together, one of said staples passing through 

7 said tongue piece and theend of theoverlaying 
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upturned. strip, substantially as and for the pur 
pose described. 

2. The collapsible‘ paper box as in claim 1, 
wherein said upturned strip, at the corners of, the 
box, is cut away from the lower edges of the walls 
upward for about one-half the width of the strip 
to relieve the strain across the fold at the lower 
corner of the walls. 

3. The collapsible paper box as in claim 1, 
wherein the upper and lower edges of said wall 
?ap are tapered so as to permit the side walls, 

3 
which are of the same width, to come together 
with their upper and lower edges in the same 
plane. 

4. The collapsible paper box as in claim 1, 
wherein a staple stitch, located between the 
corners of the box, passes through the lower part 
of the wall and said upturned strip to prevent the 
latter from ?aring out, and the cooperating bot 
tom ?ange has a cut out for clearing said staple. 
_5. The collapsible paper box as in claim 14, 

wherein said ?ange bottom is provided with an 
opening for supporting therein the bottom of a 
vessel or other receptacle. 

. DANIEL C. JACOBS. 
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