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This invention relates to improvements in valve 
handles and has particular reference to a handle 
which can be adjusted to valve stems of various 
types. 
An object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved handle of simple, practical and economi 
cal construction which may be easily and quick 
ly applied to valve stems of different sizes and 
shapes without the necessity of making adjust 
ments of any of the parts. ' 
A further and more speci?c object is to pro 

vide the handle with a mounting plate having a 
socket therein of stepped formation which con 
stitutes a series of recesses of different sizes each 
adapted to receiveran end of a valve stem and‘ 
walls of which are contacted by'surfaces of said 
stem in such manner as to prevent relative turn 
ing movements between the latter and said 
handle. 
The above and other objects will appear more 

clearly from the following detailed description 
when taken in connection with the accompany; 
ing drawing which illustrates a preferred em 
bodiment of the inventive idea. 
In the drawing: 
Figure l is a top plan view of the valve han 

dle constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical longitudinal 
section therethrough illustrating a valve stem 
in position, and 

Figure 3 is a bottom plan view of the valve 
handle. . ' 

The handle of the present invention is par 
ticularly adapted for use on rotary valve stems 
although it will be understood that the inven 
tion is not restricted to such use, and the body 
of said handle, generally indicated by the nu-_ 
meral 4, may be made of any suitable material, 
molded or otherwise formed. The underside of 
the body 4 is dished as is customary with han 
dles of this type and centrally of said body the 
same is provided with an opening generally in 
dicated by the numeral 5. 
from said underside, preferably in a stepped 
formation, and adjacent the upper side of the 
body is restricted in size to approximately the 
diameter of the screw 6 utilized to secure the 
valve stem 7 to the handle, the head of said 
screw being disposed in an outwardly ?ared por 
tion of said opening when the parts are complete 
ly fastened together. 
The mounting plate 8 of the present invention 

is preferably stamped from suitable material and 
is adapted to be cast in the body 4 with the mar 
ginal portion of said plate countersunk in the 
dished underside of said body. Centrally of the 
plate, the same has struck therefrom a socket 
9 of stepped formation, the outer surface of 
which ?ts snugly in the similarly formed por 
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tion of the opening 5. The stepped character of 
the socket provides on the interior thereof a se 
ries of recesses 10, 11, and 12, graduated in size 
to receive the ends‘ of valve stems of diiferent 
dimensions. Each recess is preferably slightly 
elongated with the straight opposed longitudinal 
sides thereof parallel and the ends rounded. Said 
sides can thus be snugly engaged by the opposite 
flat sides 13 'of the stem '7. Some stems are made 
of the same cross-sectional con?guration as the 
recesses and others are made with squared ends 
‘but in either event the proper sized recess for the 
stem upon which the handle is to be mounted 
will receive the end of said stem in such man 
her that when the screw 6 is threaded into the 
end of the stem and the handle thus clamped in 
position, the latter will be prevented from hav 
ing any turning movement relative to said stem. 
Although three recesses are shownfor the re 
ception of a like number of stems of different 
sizes it will be understood that the number of 
such recesses may be varied without depart 
ing from the spirit or scope of the invention. 

' It will be apparent from the foregoing descrip 
tion that the device provided herein will facili 
tate the mounting of the valve handle on any 
type or size stem by avoiding the necessity of 
making any adjustments to accommodate said 
stem within the socket of the mounting plate 
and in alignment with the axis of rotation of the 
handle.v ‘ 

. What is claimed is: 
1. A handle assembly for valve stems compris 

ing a body, and a mounting plate countersunk 
within said body and having a stepped socket 
forming a series of recesses of different sizes, 
each having straight opposed sides and rounded 
ends and adapted to receive the end of a valve 
stem, and means to secure said handle to a valve 
stem. ~ ‘ 

2. A handle assembly for valve stems com 
prising a body having a central opening extend 
ing therethrough, a portion of said opening being 
of stepped formation and the remaining portion 
adapted to receive a fastening device for attach 
ing said handle to a stem, and a mounting plate 
having a marginal portion ?xed and countersunk 
in one surface of said handleand further hav 
ing a central socket projecting into and snugly 
fitting the stepped portion of said opening, the 
interior of said socket being formed of a series 
of recesses of different sizes each having at least 
two of the opposed walls thereof straight and 
parallel, and a fastening device for attaching said 
handle to a valve stem. ‘ . 

JOSEPH J. SCI-IORNSTEIN. 

65 

70' " 

75 

90 

95: 

100 

105 

110 


