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This invention relatesto hosiery and has par 
ticular reference to anarticle of such character 

. which will be easily retained in proper-position: 
on the‘vleg of the wearer without requiring the 

5 use of separate supporting, devices such as gar 

I It has heretofore been the ‘general practice to 
employ ga'rters‘or similar articles for retaining 
hosiery in place on‘ the leg "or the ~wearer.' Aside > 
from the annoyance of having‘_ to connect such’ 

' devices'with the'hosiery, they have the disad-' 
vantage of making holes, stretching the ‘stocking 
welt, and binding the leg in such manner as to - 
interfere with the'proper circulation of the blood. 

‘I am aware that various exoedients havehith 
erto been resorted to in order to combine support 
ing means with hosiery with the ‘Viewv of‘ over 

is 

coming the various disadvantages such as‘ above‘ 
enumerated of separate supporting means, but 

20 for the, most part such structures have been 
unsatisfactory and ine'f?cienn More particu-l 
larly, such devices have been generally so con 
structed‘ as to produce a strain on the welt of the 

. stocking whch ,eventuates in an undesirable 
25 

welt and in some cases cause tearing; 
, It is the broad‘ purpose'of this invention'to pro- ‘ 
vide a supporting means integrally united with 
a stocking serving to efficiently hold the stock 

30ying in'place on the leg‘of the wearer without 
strain on, the welt‘or other portions of the struc 

, ture, and exerting only a minimum of pressure 
on the leg, and this only in such portions as will ' 
not interfere‘withthe circulation of the blood or 
in other'ways prove detrimental to health. 
Brie?y stated, my invention contemplates thev 

' association lwithna stocking of an elastic band 
serving ‘as the tension means to retain the stock- , 
ing in position on the'leg,>whic_h extends only a 

40 portion of the ‘way around ‘the circumference. 
thereof and‘positioned so as to be most comfort 

, able to the wearer, and an adjustable inelastic 
strap or similar device extending the'remainder 
of the way around the circumference, adapted to 
prevent strain on or stretching of the stocking 
fabric by the elastic band, and serving further, 
to cause the elastic‘ tensioning means to'operate 
efficiently whatever the circumference of' the leg 
upon which the'stocking'is to be supported. ‘I 

5 have found it convenient to incorporate the elas O 

tic band in a knit-in double welt at the top of > 
the stocking, such knit-in welt having'the ad 
vantage of'being as elastic as other portionsof 
the‘ stocking‘ and hence permitting the elastic 

,55 band tov operate efficiently. In order that the 

' welt. 

stretching tendi'ngbto permanently unshape the. 

a of the stocking top. Preferably, the elastic por 
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tensioning device may operate with'a minimum 
of pressure, I.further propose to regulate the 
length of. the stocking leg, preferably in-accord 
ance with‘ ‘the foot size, so that the top‘v'or welt 
will extend above the largest portion of ‘the calf 
of the wearer. » ; I ,_ 

~‘ In, order that‘ the tensioning means which 
serves to support thestocking may be most ef 
ficiently associated therewith, I prefer to pro 
vide a double turned-overwelt, the edge, of'which 
is knit~in integrally with‘ the top of a stocking. 
Such a construction‘has the advantage of en 
abling the top or‘welt to be made to conform to 
the actual shape of the calf and insures a greater 
degree'of comfort ‘than is obtained byasewed 

More. particularly, by reason of the fact 
that theknit-in weltwill readily stretchas the 
other portion, of the stocking leg, the tensioning 
means will operate more ef?ciently and willread 
ily- stretch or contractwithout causing a ten 
sioning or bunching of the welt. ‘,Also, the knit 
in welt has the advantage of longer Wear than 
the sewed welt which after frequent Washing is 
likely topull out and thus allow the tensioning 
means .to become exposed or pulled outfof the 
stocking. - p ' , 

The» tensioning } means adapted ‘to hold the 
stocking in position. is preferably incorporated in 
the welt and comprises a rubber elastic of a type 
such as will not lose its elastic qualities by rea 
son of contact with water during washing, of the 
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‘ stocking. For most efficient results, theelastic is 
incorporated in the welt formed in the course 
of knitting and anchored in proper position as 
hereafter to be described so as to conform to the 
circumference of the welt without ‘causing any 
bulkiness-or bunching in the fabric. ' 
In order to avoid interference with the circu 

lation of the blood which ordinarily results from 
the :use of tensioning means extending entirely 
around the circumference of the stocking or the 
usual separate garter, it is contemplated to have 
the elastic incorporated in the welt extend only 
a’ portion of the way around the circumference 

90 

100 
,tionvshould extend around the front edge of the 
stocking for, say, substantially one-half of the 
circumference so- as to exert pressure only on the 
‘bony front part of the leg. Such an arrange 
ment results in the obvious advantage of enabling 
the stocking to‘ be‘supported in place without 
danger of the rubber elastic drawing the flesh and 
further prevents pressure .on the soft rear part 
of the, leg which might interfere with the _cir-'- ‘- _ _ 
culation of the blood. Only the ends of the elas- 110,. 
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- vided whereby the proper tensioning of the elas-, 

tic tensioning means are anchored, as by stitch 
ing, so that the main portion thereof may ex 
pand and contract freely in the welt without 
causing bunching or undue stretching thereof. 
To insure proper adjustment of the tensioning 

means in conformity withthe circumference of 
any size leg, and for the further purpose of pre 
venting any strain upon the fabric in the welt, I 
provide an adjustable inelastic strap or the like, 
the ends of which are connected to the welt at or 
near points where the elastic band terminates, 
such strap being intended to extend around that 
portion of the circumference of the stocking top 
lying opposite to the tensioning means. As just 
stated, such strap acts as a reinforcement for the 
welt of the stocking so as to prevent any strain 
on the same which might otherwisev result due to 
the utilization of the elastic aroundthe otherv 
portion of the circumference. By making such 
means ‘adjustable a convenient expedient is pro 

~ ticfor any size leg may be provided so that the 
v ‘stocking ‘may be held in 

' pressure.T Such strap may 

place without. undue 
also be arranged as to 

be separable at at least one point with a view of 
I ‘ allowingthe stocking to be readily put on or re 

' movedfrom the‘ leg. » 
To further insure thev proper support of the 

' {stocking with the minimum of pressure against 

30 

part of the calf 

the'leg, it is desirable that the leg of the vstock 
in'g be sufficiently long to extend above the largest 

so that the supporting means 
above described will be positioned to effectively 
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operate against the smaller part of the leg above 
the enlarged portion of the‘calf with the obvious 
result that but‘ little tensioning‘will be required 
'to keep the stocking from‘ slipping down. I have 
found that the length of the stocking leg may be 
conveniently determined in accordance with the , 
foot size.‘ Thus, the larger the foot size the 

' longer the stocking leg. 
5A practical embodiment of my invention em- . 

bodying the above-described features is repre 
sented in the accompanying drawing forming a 
part of this specification, It will be understood 
that the proportions and positions of the various 
‘means combining to constitute the present inven-v 

l ' tion may be altered at ‘will without departing from 
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' the spirit and scope thereof. 
Fig.1 shows stockings embodying my support 

ing feature in position on the legs of a human; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view partly in section 

of the top of a stocking with the supporting means 
constituting this invention applied thereto; 

Fig; 3 is ‘a view in vertical section of the welt 
of a stocking showing how the tensioning means 
is incorporated therein. .' ‘ 
Referringnow to the drawing, the‘ reference 

numeral lo‘indicates generally the leg of a stock 
ing having ‘a turned-overvwelt 11, the edge of 
which is knit-in to-the body of the stocking along 
the line 12 as indicated in Figures 2 and 3. In 
corporated in the welt so as to be freely movable 
with respectthereto is an elastic band 13, serving . 
vas a tensioningjmeans to firmly hold the .top of 
the ‘stocking against the leg of the wearer and l 

' prevent the same from slipping downwardly. As 
shown in Figure-2, the elastic band 13 extends 
‘only a portion, of the way aroundthe circum 
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ference of the welt, the ends of the band being 
' anchored to the welt respectively as by stitching at 
points 14 and 15. ‘ Preferably; the elastic should 
extend‘ only around the bony'front portion of_ 
the leg and terminate short of the ?eshy rear 
portion. It will be understood, however, that the 
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elastic may be otherwise positioned in the welt, 
and extend around as much of the circumference 
of the leg as may be desired. 
An inelastic tape or strap, preferably compris 

ing separable members 16 and 17, extends around 
that portion of the circumference of the welt not 
occupied by the elastic band, the outer ends of the 
same being anchored to the welt, preferably at 
or near points 14 and 15 where the ends of the 
elastic terminate. For convenience and to pre 
vent irritation of the leg such strap may be posi 
tioned on the outside of the welt. With such an 
arrangement, it will-be seen that the tape will 
reinforce the welt of the stocking so as to pre 
vent stretching. thereof due to tensioning of the 
elastic band. To enable the proper tensioning 
ofv the elastic suitable for the particular circum 
ference of the leg of the wearer whereby the stock 
ing may be held in position without undue pres 
sure, an adjustable member 18 adapted to slide 
on one member of the tape reinforcing means is 
provided, said member 18 being further provided 
with a pin adapted to engage a clasp 19 associated 
with the other portion of the tape. The length of 
the tape may thus be conveniently adjusted by 
moving the member 18 on the tape to effect the 
proper tensioning in the elasticwband, and the 
clasp elements may be readily disengaged to allow 
the stocking tobe pulled on or off. I 
As shown in Figure 1, the leg 10 of the stocking 

islonger than isthe usual practice, the length 
being such as to bring the'supporting means above 
or opposite to the smaller part of the leg above 
the ‘largest portion of the calf. With such an 
arrangement very little tensioning in the elastic 
band is required to prevent the stocking from 
sliding downwardly. ' . 

While I have here described and illustrated the 
application of my supporting means in connec 
tion with men’s socks, it will be understood that it 
may be. equally well applied to children’s stock 
ings and socks and women’s hosiery with the 
same advantages. It is true, of 'course, that the 
length of men’s, women's and children’s hosiery 
varies so that the tops of the same will occupy a 
different position relative to the leg. My sup 
porting means willoperate efficiently in various 
positions relative to the stocking and leg of the 
wearer, and for this reason it is not entirely nec 
essary thatit be positioned in a welt at the top, 
it being understood that the basic features of my 
supporting means comprise a tensioning band ex 
tending for a portion of the stocking circumfer 
ence. and an adjustable inelastic band extending 
around the remainder ‘of the circumference.v 
What I claim is: 

g 1. In combination with a stocking leg, a cir 
cumferentially-extending supporting means, en 
tirely encircling the same, said means being elastic 
for only a portion of its length and secured to the 
stocking fabric at the ends, of such portions so 
that the band will effect a tension over a restricted 
part of .the circumference of the stocking leg. 
, 2. In combination with a stocking leg, an inde 
pendently formed circumferentially-extending 
supporting means entirelyencircling the same, 
said supporting means including an elastic band 
extending only part way around the stocking and 
secured to, other portions of the supporting means 
and to‘ the stocking at its ends, so that the band 
will effect a tension over arestricted part of the 
circumference of the stocking leg. 

3.,In combinationwith a stocking leg, inde 
pendently formed supporting means completely 
encircling the same and comprising an elastic 
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tensioning band extending around a portion of 
the circumference of the leg of the stocking and 
anchored at its ends thereto, and an inelastic rein 
forcing band connecting with the elastic band 
and extending around the remainder of the cir 
cumference, said inelastic band being of such 
length as to prevent strain on the stocking fabric 
due to tension exerted by the elastic band. 

4. In combination with a stocking leg, an elas 
tic tensioning band extending around a portion of 
the circumference of the leg of the stocking and 
anchored at its ends thereto, and an inelastic 
band having its ends secured to the leg at the 
points of termination of the elastic band extend 
ing around the remainder of the circumference 
and being of a length such as to prevent strain on 
the stocking fabric due to tension exerted by the 
elastic band, and means for'adjusting the tension 
exerted by the elastic band. 

‘ 5. A stocking having a double welt, an elastic 
tensioning band Within said welt and extending 
for a portion of the circumference of the welt, 
and an inelastic band anchored at its ends to the 
ends of the elastic band extending around the 
remainder of the circumference of the welt and 
secured to the welt so as to prevent stretch of the 
portion of the welt for which it extends by the 
elastic band, the elastic band being so positioned 
and of such length as to operate against the front 
bony part of a human leg and the inelastic band 
being adapted to bear against the rear ?eshy 
portion of the same. - 

6. In combination with a stocking leg, a cir 
cumferentially-extending supporting means en 
tirely encircling the same, said means being elastic 
for only a portion of its length and secured to the 
stocking fabric at the ends of such portion so that 
the band will effect a tension over a restricted 
part of the circumference of the stocking leg, and 
means for adjusting the tension exerted by the 
elastic portion of the band. 

7. In combination with a stocking leg, a cir 
cumferentially-extending supporting band en 
circling the same elastic for only a portion of its 
length and secured to the stocking fabric at the 
ends of the portion so that the band will effect 
a tension over a restricted part of the circumfer 
ence of the stocking leg, and adjusting means 
positioned away from the elastic portion to adjust 
the tension exerted by the elastic portion. 

8. In combination with a stocking leg, a cir 

3 
cumferentially-extending supporting means en 
tirely encircling the same, said supporting means 
including an elastic band extending only- part way 
around the stocking and secured to other portions 
of the supporting means and to the stocking at its 
ends, so that the band will effect a tension over a 
restricted part of the circumference of the stock 
ing leg, and means for adjusting the tension 
exerted by the elastic portion of the band. 

9. A stocking having a top, an .elastic‘band por 
tion of greater resiliency than the stocking fab 
ric extending around the top for a part of its 
circumferential extent, and an inelastic band 
portion forming a continuation of the elastic band 
portion and providing therewith a continuous 
band extending around the full circumference 
of the top, said inelastic band portion having 
connection with both the stocking top andthe 
elastic band portion. 

10. A stocking having a top and supporting 
means for the stocking in the form of a band ex 
tending around the full circumference of the top, 
said band being connected to the top and includ 
ing an inelastic portion and an elastic portion of 
greater resiliency than the stocking fabric, the 
elastic and inelastic band portions being inter 
connected and each extending for a substantial 
part of the full circumference of the top. 

11. A stocking having a top, an elastic band of 
greater resiliency than the stocking fabric ex 
tending part way around the top, and an inelastic 
band extending around the remaining part of the 
top connected to the top and to the ends of the 
elastic band. 

12. A stocking having a leg portion terminat 
ing in a top and of such length that the top will 
extend above the large calf portion of the human 
leg and supporting means for the stocking in the 
form of a band extending circumferentially 
around the top above the calf,'said band includ 
ing an inelastic portion extending for a sub 
stantial distance around the circumference and 
secured to the top so as to prevent stretch in the 
portion of the top fabric which it overlies, said 
band also including an elastic portion of greater 
resiliency than the stocking fabric, connecting 
with the inelastic portion as a continuation 
thereof and extending for the remaining distance 
around the top. 

WILLIAM L. THOMPSON. 
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