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4 Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in car 

pet sweepers. The object of the invention is to provide a 
carpet sweeper of ordinary construction with 

5 effective means for discharging statical elec 
tricity developed by the friction of the machine 
in operation. 
Objectspertaining to details will appear from 

the description to follow. A preferred embodi 
ment of my invention is illustrated in the ac 
companying drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic side elevation view 
of a carpet sweeper embodying the features of 
my invention, the handle being shown in‘ broken 
section. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail elevation view of 
the handle. 

Fig. 3 is a detail cross sectional view through 
the handle above the socket, on a line corre 
sponding to line 3—3 of Figs. 1 and 2. 

I show my invention in connection with an 
ordinary Bissell carpet sweeper which is here 
shown conventionally. The parts will be identi 
?ed by their numerals of reference which are 
the same in all the views. 
The carpet sweeper body comprises the case 

1, the floor wheels 2, the brush 3 with the usual 
construction of spring means 4. 5 is the handle 
bail. 6 is the handle socket and 7 is the handle 
which is made of wood with a light coating of 
shellac or varnish. 

I provide on the side of the handle a heavy 
graphite pencil mark 8 which extends from the 
socket 6 substantially to the top of the handle, 
connecting to the metal screw-threaded ferrule 
71 which is adapted to the socket 6. The line 
is applied to the wood before the shellac or 
varnish is applied. 

Statical electricity under certain atmospheric 
conditions develops to such' an extent in the 
operation of a carpet sweeper over a carpet 
that it causes lint or any light fuzzy material 
to adhere to the carpet sweeper body, often 
to the extent of very materially interfering with 
the operation of the carpet sweeper. It is 
often a mystery to the user because on picking 
up the carpet sweeper to examine it, the elec 
tricity is discharged and there is nothing in 
evidence anywhere to show what was causing 
the trouble. 
By providing a heavy graphite mark along the 
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wood‘handle the electricity, as fast as it is 
developed from the friction, is discharged 
through the handle and hands and body of the 
user to the floor or dissipated to the atmosphere. 
Of course, if there is not an actual discharge 60 
to the floor, the distribution of the static elec 
tricity over the larger surface of the person of 
the user decreases its action to such an extent 
that the sweeper can be operated without ma 
terial hindrance. However, under such cir- 65 
cumstances the entire charge of statical elec 
tricity is usually discharged as fast as it forms. 

This invention is, of course, of no avail or 
advantage where metallic handles are made use 
of. But such metallic handles are expensive 70 
and unless made of light tubes of very high 
grade metal, they are unduly heavy and do not 
serve the purpose of a carpet sweeper as well 
as an ordinary light wood handle. Electric 
suction sweepers are usually provided with met- 75 
a1 handles. Where wood handles are used 
statical electricity develops and should be dis 
charged. ~ 

This invention is available on wood handles or 
?ber handles which are non-conductors of elec- 80 
tricity on all kinds of sweepers, hand or electric. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and/desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is: " 

1. The combination of a carpet sweeper. a 8'5 
wood handle therefor with a metallic bail, con 
nected to the carpet sweeper, and a graphite line 
along the said handle from top to bottom 
adapted in use to connect the metallic parts with 
the hand of the user. ’ 

2. The combination of a carpet sweeper, a 
wood handle therefor with a metallic bail con 
nected to the carpet sweeper, a graphite line 
along the said handle from top to bottom adapt 

" ed in use to connect the metallic parts with the 95 
hand of the user, and a coat of varnish embrac 
ing said line. 

3. A carpet sweeper with a wood handle in a 
metal socket having a graphite surface connec 
tion from the top end of the handle to the socket. 100 

4. A carpet sweeper with a wood handle in a 
metal socket having a graphite surface connec— 
tion from the top end of the handle to the socket, 
the said graphite surface connection being coated 
with varnish. 105 
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