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The present invention relates to means for 
holding an arti?cial denture, or a portion of 
such a denture, in position in the mouth of 
the user. 

5 It is one object of the invention to provide 
a means of the character that will securely 
and positively hold the plate, or portion of 
a plate, in its proper position in the mouth 
at all times. 

It is another object of the invention to pro— 
vide a means of the character indicated that 
will not require renewal as frequently as the 
means heretofore used; that may be quickly 
and easily applied or removed; that Wlll not 

15 introduce an excessive quantity of undesir 
able material into the digestive tract of the 
user ;- that will be economical to manufacture, 
simple in form, easily applied, and highly 
efficient in its practical application. 

In the drawing: ' 
Figure 1 is a view in cross section of an 

arti?cial denture having a means embodying 
my invention in position thereon. - 

H Figure 2 is a greatly enlarged sectional 
“" view of a portion of a lower jaw with a sad 

dle carrying an arti?cial tooth mounted 
thereon. 
Referring now more particularly to the 

embodiment shown in Figure 1, an artificial 
3O denture is indicated by the reference char 

acter 1, and at 2 is shown a single sheet of 
textile fabric, in the present case cotton 
gauze, disposed thereon. _ 

“r Before placing. in position the gauze is 
"" dipped in a'solution o gum tragacanth and 

dried, and then out, somewhat roughly, to 
the size required to cover the entire super 
?cial area of the denture that contacts with 
the roof of the mouth, in the present case, 
and the gums. . \ 
When the denture is seated ?rmly in posi 

tion in’ the oral cavity the treated fabric 
forms a cushion therefor, relieving the pres 

r sure on those parts that normally received the 
.0 most direct and greater pressure and dis 

tributing it over the whole area covered by 
the denture. 

Furthermore, many dentures, are covered 
with small grooves and recesses, particularly 
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50 the parts contacting‘ with the gums, and these 

/ 

become packed with foreign material that 
is difficult to remove with a brush. By using 
the gauze as described these grooves and Y 
recesses are kept clean without difficulty. 
The most important function of this treat- 55 

ed gauze, however, is to hold the denture 
Ml position. 

1 Theuse of gum tragacanth for this pur 
pose is not new, it being common practice to 
sprinkle the denture with it in powdered C3 
form just before placing the denture in the 
mouth. The powder dissolves in the moisture 
present on the denture and exuded through 
the tissues of the mouth and becomes a vis 
cous mass that is e?ective for the work for $5 
a very short period of time. As the moisture 
increases, however, the viscosity of the sub 
stance is p'roportionately reduced and it 
quickly becomes inoperative as a holding 
means. Even when the material is quite vis- 70 
cons it permits some relative movement be 
tween the denture and the month since be 
cause of its very nature the one part may 
easily slide upon the other. ' 
But when the treated fabric is placed be 

tween the denture and the wall of the mouth 
as described the above mentioned troubles 
are entirely overcome. The gauze of itself 
prevents a relative sliding movement of the 
denture and mouth wall because it is com- 80 
mon to both' of them and presents a clinging 
surface to each. When the moisture present 
dissolves the gum tragacanth it becomes vis 
cous, and full advantage of this viscous con 
dition is taken because a bond has already 85 
beenestablished between the fabric and the 
viscous gum and consequently it binds the 

' denture and the wall of the mouth together 
through the medium of the fabric. 

It is, of course, much more di?icult to re- 90 
move a denture atright angles to the surface 

’ upon which it is placed than by ?rst giving 
it an angular sliding movement. By insert; 
mg a fabric as described this characteristic 
is greatly increased because the innumerable 95 I 
interstices in the fabric form as many suc 
tion cups sealed by'the viscous substance used. _ 
While for commercial reasons it is desir 

able to prepare the fabric by impregnating 
it with‘ a suitable gum before placing it in 100 
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position for use, the fabric ma be cut and’ 
placed in position and sprink ed with the 
gum in powdered form preparatory to plac 
ing the denture in position. n 

5 I have also found that by using a means 
of this kind the denture is maintained in a 
clean and sanitary condition because the 
fabric enters into every groove and crevice 7 
and when removed cleanses these depressions 

10 more perfectly than can easily be done with a, 
brush.. Furthermore, the removal of the fab 
ric also removes most of the gum, and when 
the denture is removed from ,the mouth but 

’ little of the‘ gum is left in the mouth to be 
15 taken into the digestive tract. ‘ > 1 

In Figure 2 it is shown how the fabric is 
applied when used with a saddle, in which 
case it functions effectively in the same man 
her as when applied to a complete arti?cial 

20 denture. The saddle is shown at 3, the fabric 
at 4, and a section of the lower gum at 5. 
Even when the denture is so perfectly ?tted 

that no additional means is required to hold 
it securely in place the fabric may be applied 

‘25 and left for a short period of time and then 
removed for the sole purpose of cleansing the 
denture as hereinbefore described. 
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In such cases where the denture is well ?t 
.ted yet ,a little additional anchorage is de 
sired, a piece of the fabric may be placed on 
the center of the denture where it will seat 
against the roof of the mouth, a little an 
chorageat this point serving to properly sup 
port a denture that is well ?tted to the gums. 

It is to be understood, of course, that while 
I haveherein shown and described but one 
specific embodiment of the invention, changes 
in materials, and in the method of preparing 
and applying the same may be made within 
the scope of the appended claim. 

I claim: 1 - 

In combination with an arti?cial denture, 
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80 

a sheet of fabric therefor having the intcr~ ' 
stices thereof completely ?lled and preiln 
pregnated with gum so that the latter is dis 
t-ributed' throughout the entire area of the 
fabric and on each side face thereof, said gum 
when subjected to saliva having the property 
of thereby simultaneously securing the fabric 
to the denture and‘ to that portion of the 
mouth from which the denture is supported. 
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