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This invention relates to a garment, rein 
forced at suitable points, with splints, where 
by the garment is particularly adapted to 
hold various members of an injured person 

‘'0 rigid. 
it may be stated generally that the trans 

portation of a disabled person from the depth 
of a mine or quarry, up and down ladder 
ways, stair-ways, steep embankments, over 

" rough and mountainous country, etc., has 
long been a serious problem, taxing the re 
sourcefulness of those engaged in the work. 

It has been suggested that a stretcher, to 
which the body might be strapped, be utilized 
for this purpose, but a stretcher in itself fails 
to provide the desired ?exibility of use, or 
to offer the advantages of a garment such as 
hereinafter described. ‘ 
One object of the present invention is to 

provide a splint structure possessing ade 
quate strength. and durability, while light 
and inexpensive, and which may be rolled or 
folded into compact form when not in actual 
use. 

A further important object is to provide a 
device which will not interfere with the nor 
mal use of a stretcher when same is available, 
and of such a character that an injured per 
son may be handled with the maximum ease 

“0 and comfort, and to support the injured mem 
here with minimum discomfort, while at the 
same time a?‘ording a maximum of protec 
tion. 
A man injured in a mine is generally sub 

jected to shock and cold, in addition to his 
actual injury, and it is further contemplated 
that this garment be designed to protect 
against both shock, cold and dampness, thus 
taking the place of blankets, or other cover 
ings. 
‘More speci?cally it is an object of the pres 

ent invention to provide a combined splint 
and garment which is particularly eiiicacious 
in handling cases of fracture of the pelvis, 
legs and back. 

Still another object contemplates an ar 
rangement whereby access may be had read 
ily to any injured part, for dressing thereof, 
separately and independently of the other 
parts of the body, and in-the case of fractures 
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of the pelvic bone, to provide means which 
Wlll prevent any overlapping or movement 
of the fractured segments, thus eliminating 
any chance of perforating the bladder. 
To the attainment of the above and other 

objects which will appear as the‘ description 
proceeds, reference may be made to the ac 
companying drawings, in which :— 

Fig. 1 is a perspective of the device par 
tially applied; . 60 

Fig. 2 is a plan showing the inside of the 
device; 

Fig. 3 is a plan showing the outside 
thereof; 

Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4——4 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 5 is a section on line 5-—5 of Fig. 2; 

and ' 

Fig. 6 is a section on line 6~6 of Fig. 2. 
It will be observed that the garment, when 

opened for application, comprises a relative- 70 
ly ?at body of sheet material such as canvas, 
rubber, rubberized fabric or the like, having 
a jacket portion 10, with leg portions 11 and 
12 depending therefrom, and that the inside 
of the garment, i. e., the side which is to be 
positioned against the body is quilted sub 
starlitially throughout its area, as indicated 
at 3. i 

The top edge of the jacket portion is cut 
away at 14 to provide arm holes and at 15 
and 16 to provide a neck opening when in 
use. I Ties 17 are arranged at suitable inter 
vals entirely about the edges of the jacket 
portion 10 and the leg portions 11 and 12, 
and across the top edge or shoulder portions 
for the purpose of securing the garment in 
position. 

Suitable flaps 18 are projected from the 
quilted section, along the longitudinal edges 
of the garment, to permit overlapping and to 
ensure a certain amount of adjustability in 
the device, effective to accommodate indi» 
viduals of variant size. 
To increase the adjustability and adapt 

ability of the garment, the leg portions are 
permanently attached to the jacket portion 
over part only of their upper edges, ties 19 
being relied upon to complete the attachment 
thereof to the jacket portion, after the in 
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dividual leg portions have been secured to 
the injured party. 
Extending longitudinally of the garment 

are a series of splints or stays 20, :21, 22 and 
23, these stays reaching substantially from 
the top edge of the jacket portion 10 to the 
bottom edge of the leg portions 11 and 12. 
An important feature of this invention re 
sides in the fact that the central splints or 
stays 20 and 21 diverge toward the leg por 
tions, although the splints 22 and 23 are sub 
stantially parallel to the longitudinal axis 
and thus are disposed in converging relation 
to the splints 20 and 21. ~. 
The ties 19, being effective to secure the 

front of the leg portions to the jacket, in 
crease the general sti?'ness of the garment, 
by minimizing any tendency toward bending 
between the upper and lower parts of the 
garment. 
These splints are made of any material 

suitable for the purpose, such as wood, 
leather, whale bone, rawhide or the like. 
Additional splints may be provided as de 

sired in the several portions of the garment, 
for example, the splints 24k and 25 extending 
along the leg portion and terminating short 
of the jacket, thus providing increased rigid 
ity about a fractured leg. If desired other 
additional stays might be placed in the 
jacket. ‘ 
From the foregoing it will be seen that a 

garment is provided which may be laid out 
?at and an injured party placed thereon, 
whereupon the garment may be secured in 
position by tying same together over the 
shoulders, down the front of the trunk, and 
about‘ the legs. = 
This device is particularly effective in 

cases of a fractured pelvis, the splints or 
stays 20 and 21 diverging from, top to bot 
tom .for the purpose of preventing and avoid 
ing any overlapping of broken sections of 
the pelvic bone, by holding the legs in slight 
ly spread position, thus preventing any tend 
ency toward perforation. of the bladder. The 
manner in which this divergence acts to pre 
vent such overlapping will be obvious, when 
it is considered that the splints run the full 
length of the garment and are in effect 
strapped to the trunk atone end and strapped 
individually to the legs at their other ends, 
thus holding apart those bones which might 
move back and forth against each other under 
in?uence of leg movements, or which might 
overlap, if the legs were strapped together. 
Furthermore, such divergence facilitates-in; 
dividual leg dressing. The garment is also 
advantageous in cases of injury tothe back 
and legs. Because it is quilted and prefer 
ably made of a waterproof material, the gar 

' ment itself forms a warm, waterproof cover 
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ing, taking the place of a blanket or poncho, 
as well as providing a splint. 
The quilting alsoserves tocare for inequal 
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ities of bone protrusion, and as a padding 
for bruised areas. 

lVhile in no sense of the word a stretcher, 
this invention may be used for many pur 
poses in lieu of a stretcher, and in locations 
where a stretcher is impracticable, as well as 
in addition'to a stretcher when same is avail~ 
able. 
Although the preferred form comprises a 

waterproof, quilted structure, it is evident 
that this garment might be constructed of 
light, perforated or foraminous material, or 
even of springlike mesh material, for use in 
warm locations, and it is not intended that 
it shall be limited, other than as provided in 
the appended claims. 
lVhen not in use, the garment can be com 

pactly rolled and stored or carried on a mine 
car. withouttaking up any unnecessary room. 
lVhat I claim as new and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent of the United States, is :— 
1. In a garment of the class described, a 

relatively ?at ?exible body having a jacket 
portion and leg, portions, said leg, portions 
being independent of and separate from each 
other and longitudinal stiffening members 
extending through the jacket portion into 
said leg portions for a distance sutlicient to 
stiffen the respective leg portions. 

2. In a‘ garment of the class described, a 
relatively ?at, ?exible body having a jacket 
portion and leg portions, said leg portions 
being independent of and separate from each 
other and longitudinal stiii'ening members 
extending throughout the length of the gar 
ment in diverging relation to each other as 
they approach the leg portions. 

3. In a garment of the class described, a 
relatively ?at flexible body having a jacket 
portion and leg portions, said‘ leg portions 
being independent of and separate from each 
other and longitudinal: stiffening members 
extending through the jacket portion into 
said leg portions, for a distance sui?cient to 
stiffen the respective leg portions said stiii‘en 
ing members diverging toward the leg por 
tionst ' » 

Ll. In a garment of the class described, a 
relatively ?at body having a jacket portion 
and leg portions, partially secured thereto, 
the unattached section of the leg portions 
forming longitudinally extending ?aps free 
of said jacket portion, means to secure said 
?ap portions to said jacket portion and lon 
gitudinal sti?‘ening members extending 
through the acket portion into-said leg por 
tions, fora distance suf?cient to stiffen the 
respective leg portions. 

5. In a garment of the class described, a 
relatively ?at body having a jacket portion 
and'leg'porti'ons partially secured thereto. the 
unattached sections of the leg’ portions form 
ing longitudinally extending ?aps free of said 
jacket portion; means to-secure said‘ iiap por 
tions to the jacket portions, and‘? longitudinal 
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sti?ening members extending throughout the 
length of the garment in diverging relation 
to each other as-they approach the leg'por~ 
tions. 

6. In a garment of the class described, a 
relatively ?at body having a jacket portion 
and leg port-ions, partially secured thereto, 
the unattached sections of the leg portions 
forming longitudinally extending flaps free 
of said jacket portion means to secure said 
iiap portions to the jacket portions, and lon~ 
gitudinal stili'ening members extending 
through the jacket portion into said leg por~ 
tions, for a distance suihcient to stiilen the 
respective leg portions said stitlening mem 
bers diverging toward the leg portions. 

7. In a garment of the class described, a 
?exible body formed of sheet material and 
having a trunk portion and depending leg 
portions attached thereto, said leg portions 
being independent ot and separate from each 
other and splints extending substantially the 
length of the body from the trunk portion 
into the respective leg portions, said splints 
diverging toward the leg portions. 

8. In a garment ot the class described, a 
close ?tting, ?exible body portion, leg por 
tions depending therefrom, said leg portions 
being independent of and separate from each 
other and longitudinal stiiiening members 
extending throughout the length of the gar 
ment in diverging relation to each other. 

9. In a garment of the class described, a 
close ?tting, flexible body portion, leg por 
tions depending therefrom, said leg portions 
being independent of and separate ‘from each 
other and longitudinal stiilening members 
extending throughout the length of the gar-i 
ment in diverging relation to each other, and 
additional longitudinally extending stillien~ 
ing- members extending throughout the length 
of ti. portions. 

10. In a garment of the class described, a 
relatively ?at, ?exible body having a jacket 
portion and leg portions, said leg portions 
being independent of and separate from each 
other and longitudinal stiiil'ening members ex~ 
tending through the acket portion into said 
‘err portions, for a distance sufficient to stillen 
the respective leg portions and additional lon 
gitudinally extending stiffening members ex 
tending throughout the length of the leg 
portions. 

ll. In a garment ot the class described, 
a relatively liat body having a acket portion 
and leg portions, partially secured thereto, 
the unattached section of the leg portions 
forming longitudinally extending ‘flaps tree 
of said jacket portion, means to secure said 
flap portions to said acket portion and longi 
tudinal stiffening members extending througl 
the jacket portion into said leg portions, for 
a distance sui?cient to stitl'en the respective 
leg portions and additional longitudinally 

extending stil'l'ening members extending 
throughout the length of the leg portions. 

12. In a garment of the class described, a 
body formed of sheet material and having a 
jacket portion and depending leg portions, 
longitudinally extending stillening members 
extending in divergent relation to each other 
from the jacket portion into the respective 
leg portions, for a distance sulilcient sti'l‘ien 
the respective leg portions, means to secure’ 
said jacket portion in position about a human 
trunk, and means to secure the leg portions 
individually in position. 

In a garment oi’ the class described, a 
body formed of sheet material and having 
a jacket portion and depending leg portions, 
partially secured thereto, the unattached sec 
tions of the leg portions iorini longitudi 
nally extending liaps tree of said jacket por~ 
lion, means to secure said iiap portions to the - 
jacket portions, longitudinally extending 
stiffening members extending in divergent 
relation to each other from the a-cket portion 
into the respective leg portions, for a distance 
sullicient to stiilen the respective leg portions, 
means to secure said jacket portion in posi 
tion about a human trunk, and means to se 
cure the leg portions individually in position. 

let. In a garment of the class described, a 
relatively ?at body having a jacket portion 
and portions, longitudinally extending 
stili'ening members diverging relative to each 
other from the trunk portion into the re 
spective leg portions, for a distance suii‘icient 
to stitlen the respective leg portions, means 
to secure said trunk portion in position, means 
to secure the individual leg portions in posi 
tion, and means to secure the leg portions 
to the trunk portions. 

15. In a garment of the class described, a 
body formed of sheet material and having a 
jacket portion and depending leg portions, 
longitudinally extending stiffening members 
extending in divergent relation to each other 
from the jacket portion into the respective 
leg portions, for a distance suilicient to stiffen 
the respective leg portions, means to secure 
said jacket portion in position about a human 
trunk, and means to secure the leg portions 
individually in position, and additional loné 
gitudinally extending stiffening members lo 
cated in the leg portions. 

16. In a garment of the class described, a 
relatively ?at body formed of Waterproof 
material and quilted on one side, having a 
jacket portion and leg portions, and lon 
gitudinal stiffening members extending 
through the jacket portion into said leg por 
tions for a distance suiticient to stiffen the 
respective leg portions. 

17. In a garment of the class described, a 
body formed of Waterproof sheet material 
and quilted on one side, and having a trunk 
portion and depending leg portions attached 
thereto, and splints extending substantially ‘ 
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the length of the body from the jacket into 
the respective leg portions, said splints di 
verging toward the leg portions. 

18. In a garment of the class described, a 
5,’ relatively ?at flexible body having a jacket 

portion and leg portions, said leg portions 
being independent of and separate from each 
other and divergent, longitudinally extend 
ing still'ening members extending through the 

‘10 jacket portion into said leg portions, for a 
distance sui?cient to stiffen the respective leg 
portions and additional stiffening members 
extending from the jacket portion into the 
leg portion in convergent relation to said 

'16 first sti?i'ening members. 
19. ln a garment of the class described, a 

body formed of sheet material and having a 
trunk portion and depending leg portions 
attached thereto, and splints extending sub 

20 stantially the length of the body from the 
jacket into the respective leg portions, said 
splints diverging toward the leg portions, 
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and vadditional splints extending from the 
jacket portion into the leg portions in con 
vergent relation to said ?rst stiffening mem 
bers. 

20. In a garment of the class described, a 
body formed of sheet material and having a 
jacket portion and depending leg portions, 
longitudinally extending stiffening members 
extending in divergent relation to each other 
from the jacket portion into the respective 25 
leg portions, for a distance su?icient to stiifen 
the respectiveleg portions, said jacket and 
leg portions being provided with ?aps along 
their longitudinal edges, means to secure said 
jacket portion in position about a human 
trunk, with the ?aps thereof in overlapping 
relation, and means to secure the leg portions‘ 
individually in position, with their respec 
tive flaps in overlapping relation. 

In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature. .85 

GEORGE FORDHAM. 
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