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This invention relates to dress shields in-_ 
tended primarily for protecting garments 
only while the latter are being trled on by 
prospective purchasers or others. In many 

5 establishments it is customary to transfer a 
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set of such shields from one to another of 
the selected garments until a customer has 
been served, after which the shields so used 
may be destroyed, a new set being roylded 
for each customer. Obviously 1t 1s highly 
desirable that shields of this kind be as _1nex 
pensive as is consistent with good e?iciency 
for their intended purposes. > _ _ 

Objects of the present inventlon are to 1m 
prove the art of making shields of the class 
described so as to simplify and to improve 
the construct-ion thereof, as well as to reduce 
the cost of manufacture; and also generally 
to improve the construction and relative ar 
rangement of parts of shields of this class in ' 
order to produce a more e?icient shield and 
also to facilitate applying and removing the 
same. 
In the drawing: . - 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a shield 
showing the sides thereof spread apart; 

Fig. 2 is a‘ section along the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1; and _ 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of a modi?catlon. 
According to'this invention dress shields 

may be made of crinkle or crepe paper as this 
material is relatively inexpensive and has 
high absorptive capacity. As shown in the 
drawing, a shield may comprise sheets 5, 6 of 
crinkle paper having their upper edges cut 
away to de?ne substantially congruent, con 
cave curves 7 forming the outer edges of the 
upper mating edge portions 8, 9 of the sheets. 
These curved upper edges follow ‘approxi 
mately at least the general contour of that 
portion of the class of garments in which 

. the shields are to be used, as for example, 
the curvature of the armhole of a coat. 
-. The sheets are then arranged with their 
mating upper edge portions’8, 9 in juxta 
posed relation and a layer or band of adhesive 
material 10 is applied between these upper 
edge portions to secure the sheets together 
with the mating edge portions laid ?at 
against each other so that the upper curved 

. versely 

edges of the sheets come substantially into 
alignment and constitute the u per free edge 
of the completed shield. As t e shield thus 
formed has not been creased or- otherwise 
permanently deformed or weakened in any 
manner, it will be apparent that the in 
dividual sheets, being bonded together at 
their upper edges, possess an inherent tend 
encyto lie ?at against each other. Prefer 
ably this tendency is increased by arranging 
the crinkles, or small corrugations or ridges 
11 forming the crinkle surface,‘ to extend 
downwardly from the upper edge of the 
shield so as to stiifen the sheets and render 
them less susceptible to bending or to curl 
ing outwardly. When arran ed in this man 
ner the sheets forming the s ield will cling 
to a garment, as by clasping the- material 
forming an armhole, with su?‘icient ?rmness 
to assure that once inserted the shield will 
remain in its intended position and will not 
he accidentally or unintentionally dislodged 
om this position. These features of con 

struction also ‘produce a shield which ?ts 
more neatly and accurately in a garment and 
thus offers practically no appreciable ob 
struction such as otherwise might cause dis 
comfort or annoyanceto a person trying on a 
garment so equipped. 

important feature of this construction 
resides in the arrangement of the joined, 
mating edge portions 8 and 9 which form 
in effect a I vertically disposed arcuate 
strengthening rib 12 (Fig 2) giving greater 
rigidity to this portion of the shield and 
also due to the arrangement of the crinkles 
or corrugations which extend transversely 
of this rib, the latter imparts stiffness to 
the sheets particularly where they are sep 
arated or spread away from each other at ' 

also tends to give ' the base of the rib. This 
shields of this kind better form-retaining 
properties thus assuring a neater?t. Fur— 
thermore, maximum effective; absorptive 
area or capacity of the shield is provided 
b?r the improved relative arrangement of the 
s eets, whereby the'crinkles extend trans 

of the upper curved edge of the 
shield and longitudinally of the latter. This 
Wlll become apparent when it is considered 
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. that thd crinkled paper is in effect foreshort 
ened transversely of the crinkles during the 
process of forming the crinkles. Thus for 
a given linear dimension taken transversely 
of the crinkles, such for example as a given 
length of the free edge extending transverse 
ly of the crinkles, the actual length of the 
paper taken along the tortuous or approxi 
mately sinusoidal course of its edges is 
greater and there is actually a much greater 
area of the crinkled sheet immediately ad 
jacent such an edge and available for ab 
sorbing moisture therefrom. On the other 

-.. 1'5 hand, when the crinkles extend transversely 
of the shield or approximately parallel to 
its free upper edge, no advantage is gained 
as regards absorptive capacity, since the 
sheet is not ‘jforeshortened in this direction, 
and instead of the maximum, only the mini 
mum actual surface area is available for ab 
sorbin‘gand carrying away moisture. 
One of the principal functions of this 

strengthening rib, however, is to project su?i 
ciently above the main body of the shield 
to form in effect a bridge piece or support 
which ?rst engages clothing of a customer, 
for example, and suspends such clothing tem 
porarily at least out of contact with lower 
portions of the shield. The clothing so en 
gaged normally lies directly below the arm 
pit and hence usually carries the greatest 
moisture content and is therefore capable 
of doing the greatest damage. As the mating 
edge portions 8 and 9 forming this rib are 
bonded ?rmly together the moisture is ab 
sorbed rapidly on the outer surface of the 
rib, with the result that there is relatively 
little opportunity or tendency for this mois 
ture to dissolve the paste or other adhesive 
material securing the sheets together. This 
has been found to be a marked advantage 
over lapped seams where moisture tends nat 
urally to work from the upper to the lower 
lap and thus to dissolve the intervening layer 
of adhesive. Furthermore the rib presents 
a double thickness of absorbent material to 
absorb moisture. In addition this rib is read 
ily deformable on the application of rela 
tively slight pressure applied either manu 
ally or on engagement with the body of the 
wearer should greater freedom be desired. 

It not infrequently happens that garments 
?tted with shields of absorbent material are 
damaged apparently by pressing dampened 
portions of a shield against thelining of a 
garment as the opposite sides of the shield 
are clasped or pressed slightly toward each 
other in the act 'of removing the shield. 
While the dampened portions are thus caused 
to bear with only moderate pressure on the 
lining, this is often sufficient to soil the more 
delicate fabrics. Occurrences of this kind 
are avoided with a shield according to the 
present invention by means of the project 
ing rib 12 formed by the joined upper end 
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portions of the sheets. When one of these 
shields is to be removed this projecting rib 
or joined portion may be clasped with any 
pressure desired, as obviously this pressure 
can not be transmitted to the garment and 
there is therefore no reason for exercising 
great care or acquiring skill in removing 
these shields. 'In this way it is assured that 
dampened portions of the shields will not be 
forced into intimate contact with material 
forming the garment to be protected. 
A shield of this kind possesses the further 

advantage that it may be readily adapted to 
?t armholes or like portions of different - 
curvatures. This may be accomplished with 
greater ease if the band of adhesive 13 join 
ing the matin edge portions is made of va 
riable width ig. 3), preferably having its 
greatest width in its central or intermediate 
portion and becoming narrower as the ends 
of the band are approached. By grasping 
the lower ends of the sheets and pulling them 
away from each other it will be evident that 
the joined portions of the sheets may readily 
be pulled apart, as for instance from the 
dotted line 14 to the dotted line 15, thus 
adapting the shield to ?t an armhole of great 
er curvature. Moreover this'can be accom 
plished without the slightest breaking or 1‘ 
otherwise weakening of the bond between 
the remaining joined portions of the sheets, 
i. e. those portions above the line 15. 

It will be apparent that shields made ac 
cording to the present invention are less 
expensive to manufacture and are more effi 
cient and in general better suited for their 
intended purposes than similar shields hav 
ing lapped seams or otherwise constructed. 
While it is contemplated that the shields may 
be secured together by stitches or similar 
means, it is preferred to use paste or like ad 
hesive for this purpose as this leaves the 
sheets imperforate and a?'ords added pro 
tection from moisture penetration. 
Itshould be understood that the present 

disclosure is for the purpose of illustration 
only and that this invention includes all 
modi?cations and equivalents which fall 
within the scope of the appended claims. 
I claim: 
1. A shield of the class described com 

prising sheets of crinkle paper, the upper 
ends of the sheets being cut away along simi 
lar concave curves to form mating upper 
edge portions, these mating upper edge por 
tions being similarly disposed and laid ?at 
against each other, and a band of adhesive 
material disposed between the mating upper 
edge portions for securing the sheets to 
gether, the band of adhesive material having 
its greatest breadth in its central portion and 
becoming narrower as the ends of the band 
are approached so that the shield may be 
adapted to ?t armholes of different ourva- 
ture by pulling the lower ends of the sheets 
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away from each other to break the bond only 
alon the lower central portion of the band 
of a hesive. 

2. A dress shield comprising sheets of 
crinkle paper, the upper ends of the sheets 
being cut away along similar concave curves 
to form mating upper edge portions, these 
mating upper edge portions being similarly 
disposed and laid ?at against each other, to - 
form the upper free edge :of the shield, and 
adhesive material disposed between the mat 
ing upper edge portions for securing the 
sheets together, the sheets of crinkle paper 
being so arranged that substantially all of 
the crinkles in the sheets extend transversely 
of the upper curved edges of the shield and 
downwardly from the curved upper edges 
thereof so as to give additional stiffness to 
the sheets to avoid outward curling thereof 
and to cause the shield to cling'?rmly in its 
intended position, and also to increase the 
absorptive capacity of the shield in the region 
of its upper edge portion. 

3. A shield of the class described compris 
ing sheets of crinkle paper, the upper ends 
of the sheets being cut away along similar 
concave curves to form mating upper edge 
portions, these mating upper edge portions 
being similarly curved and laid ?at against 
each other, and a layer of adhesive material 
disposed between the mating upper edge 
portions. to bond these'parts together to form 
a vertically disposed reinforci rib pro 
jecting upwardly in position to - grasped 
on removing the shield from its intended 
position in a garment, the sheets of crinkle 
paper being so arranged that substantially 
all of the crinkles in the sheets extend trans- " 
versely of the upper curved ed es of the 
shield and downwardly from t e curved 
upper edges thereof to coo crate with the 
reinforcing rib to give ad itional sti?ness 
to the sheets, 
thereof, to cause the shield to cling ?rmly 
in its intended position, and also to increase 
the absorptive capacity of the shield in the 
reeion of its upper edge portion. 

igned b me at Framington, Mass, this 
20th day'o January 1931. 

GEORGE J. GONOYER. 

to avoid outward curling» 


